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Our Community

Carterville, IL is affectionally called “The Heart of the Heartland.” It is located in
beautiful southern Illinois. The town is positioned along Illinois Route 13 between the
towns of Carbondale and Marion, IL.
It was established in 1871 and Carterville has a significant coal mining history for many
that lived in the area at the time. The town is named in honor of Laban Carter and
George McNeill. Laban Carter was a native of Tennessee and moved to Southern Illinois
and bought a 100 acre farm. He soon later discovered coal on his farm. The railroad
one year later came through this area now known as Carbondale and built a railroad
from there to Shawneetown. The railway ran through George McNeill's farm, which is
now one of the busiest streets in Carterville. The railroad needed a depot and post office
in this area. It was the work of these two men that secured this for our area on
December 18, 1871. It was incorporated, April 10th, 1872. The starting population was
300 inhabitants. This quickly grew to over 1000 over the next 5 years because this area
needed laborers for coal mining.

General Information
The estimated population is now 5500. The city growth is up 19.5% over the last 10
years. The median age is 35.9 years old.
In the past, Carterville's population consisted of mainly farmers and coal miners by
trade. Now, the healthcare industry and education services are 2 of the top 5 employers
in this area.

Recreation
Carterville has many beautiful and well maintained parks, including Cannon Park.
This is where our community center is located. It has a ball field, a beautiful walking
path, playground, and skate board park. It comes alive in September each year. This is
when the Lion's Club sponsors the Carterville Free Fair. Cannon park is also the host of
a patriotic fireworks display on the Fourth of July every year.
We also have James Street Park, that has 4 baseball diamonds, batting cages, a
playground, and basketball courts. Tri C Athletics use this park for their youth t-ball,
softball and baseball games in the spring and summer. Stop by the concession stand
before watching some great kids and parent volunteers coaching the future of Carterville.
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Other outdoor recreation
In the area we also have many other
ways to have fun. This includes a
bike trail we have in the historic
Tunnel Hill area a short drive away.
We have exceptional hunting and
fishing that awaits anyone wishing
for some more outdoor fun. We
have numerous large, well stocked
lakes including Crab Orchard Lake
and hundreds of acres in the
Shawnee National Forrest awaiting
any outdoor enthusiast, just a short
drive away.
There are also many horseback riding trails and hiking trails just minutes away at Giant
City State Park.
Of course, we have many golf courses also. This includes the Crab Orchard Golf Course
right in downtown Carterville.

Municipal
Eleven members make up our city council. The members include, the mayor, the city
clerk, the treasurer, and 8 aldermen. There are 2 aldermen representing each of the 4
wards.

Healthcare
The Herrin Hospital is the
nearest healthcare facility
to Carterville. Herrin
Hospital consists of 114
acute care beds and an
acute care in-patient rehabilitation unit.
There is also Heartland Regional Medical Center is near by Marion, IL. This facility has
a 98 bed hospital and 24 hour flight team on it's grounds. In nearby Carbondale,
Memorial Hospital of Carbondale has 140 beds and includes a birthing center. We are
also blessed to have a veterans hospital close by in Marion. It has 55 acute care beds
and a 60 bed community living center. It also has many outpatient clinics to serve the
veterans in our area.
Carterville City Fire Department is a paid/volunteer department that is staffed 24 hours
a day with emergency medical personnel and fire fighters for any emergency that could
arise in our area.

Crab Orchard Golf Course

Herrin Hospital
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Housing in Carterville
There are many new construction houses, apartments, and duplex projects starting
everyday in Carterville. There are some rental apartments and rental houses available in
our area. This area is a beautiful place to call home.
Unfortunately, Carterville does not have any hotels, motels or bed and breakfasts in the
town. There are many well known national chains of accommodations in nearby
Carbondale and Marion, IL.

Media
The Southern Illinoisan is a regional newspaper that covers Southern Illinois. We also
have the Carterville Courier, which is a local newspaper that has a weekly publication
available.
The local TV station is WSIL- TV3. This a local ABC affiliate and is located in Carterville.
This station of course covers, news, weather and sports for our area.
River Radio is a local radio station that is located right next door to the TV station. It
has a country station Z100, new hits 101.5, Magic 95.1, WJPF talk, news radio 103.5
ESPN southern Illinois, 92.9 ESPN southeast Missouri, and 97.3 The Eagle.

Water System
The City of Carterville owns and operates a wastewater treatment plant located with in
the town. The plant was completed in 1986 and was upgraded in 2003. This was done
to accommodate new construction as the city continues to expand. The city is dedicated
to safe drinking water for all of it's residents and provides reports that are available on
their website.

Education
The education system for
their children is what
draws many new residents
to Carterville. Carterville's
High School is a beautiful
building newly opened and
was built to be state of the
art. The expectation of it's students and the high quality of the teachers are constantly
raising the bar on education in this area. We excel in academics, having the average
ACT score 2 points above the states average. This is the highest in all of the other
Southern Illinois high schools, according to a recent newspaper article. We also excel in
sports, in the fall everyone in town can hear a cannon sound off whenever the Carterville

John A. Logan College Carterville
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Lions High School Football Team scores a
touchdown. This is a long standing tradition
for our team. GO LIONS!!!!
We also have a community college with in
Carterville. John A Logan Community
College has many courses of study and
continued education possibilities within its
campus. We also have SIU Carbondale
located just minutes away in Carbondale, IL.
Churchs, Clubs, and Civic
Organizations
Carterville is home to 16 churches of various denominations. Grand Avenue Baptist is
the only other American Baptist Church in Carterville. However in neighboring
Cambria, there is another American Baptist Church, First Baptist of Cambria.
Gum drops ministry is a local Carterville based charity that provides weekend backpacks
to school aged kids in our area. This backpack is filled with kid friendly foods for at risk
children in many communities of Southern Illinois.
Other clubs include: Rotary Club, Lions Club, Southern Illinois Golf Assoc., Carterville
Heritage and Preservation Society, Ministerial Alliance, Booster Club, Gardner's Club,
Alzheimer's Association Chapter, Crab Orchard Boat and Yacht Club, and American
Brittany Club to name a few.
Tourist Attractions
On the grounds of John A Logan College
there lies a John A Logan College
Museum.
Hunting and Fishing days is an event
also held on the grounds of the college
that draws many exhibitors from all over
the U.S. This event is a 2 day fun family
event, that brings many avid hunters,
fishers and their families in for some
great fun. I love the long distance dog
jumping competition every year.
Carterville Free Fair, as mentioned
before is a multi-day event annually held
in Cannon Park. This is a fund raiser for
the Lion's Club, but is a great boost to our community. It consists of several days of
many full filled family events.
Walker's Bluff Winery is nearby and hosts many event and concerts.

Carterville Free Fair
at Cannon Park

Southern Illinois University
Carbondale
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Southern Illinois Miners are professional baseball team in our area. They are a member
of the East Division of the Independent Frontier League and after all the Friday night
home games, there is a fireworks show.
There are many areas in southern Illinois that could not be mentioned that are waiting
for someone to explore. There is always something going on in southern Illinois and if
nothing that day strikes your fancy, St. Louis, Missouri is a quick 2 hour day trip away.

Our Pastoral Needs
We are currently searching for a full-time pastor at
Crainville Baptist Church.  We are located in southern
Illinois, in the Great Rivers Region, Area IV.  We are an
affiliated American Baptist Church.  The pastoral search
committee encourages both male and female candidates to
apply.
We would definitely characterize our church service as
traditional.  We have strong numbers in each age group,
including strong numbers in the young married category. 
We are a church that has many rich traditions.  We need
someone that can come in and embrace these traditions
and bring new ideas to challenge us in our Christian walk.  The candidate must enjoy
fun and fellowship, and have a genuine love for our Lord.  If we choose to interview any
candidates, we would like to hear about your experience preaching and your personal
testimony. 
This is a very busy church, so we would need a pastor that is energetic and someone that
thinks their age is just a number.  At times we will need the pastor to be child~like to
engage children and at other times we would need someone humble enough to sit and
comfort the sick and dying. 
The pastor will head up a Wednesday night bible study, which now is attended mainly
by retirees approximately 10 in strong numbers at this time.  We have Sunday school
from 9:30 am until 10:20 am, with church service afterwards.  We have approximately
125 in regular attendance in church.  Then most Sunday nights we have an evening
service starting at 6pm.  In attendance, there are usually 30 congregants.  This service is
much more laid back and informal. 
We have currently 7 deacons on our board that can assist the new pastor with many
tasks.  The church has a secretary on staff each day during the week for several hours. 
We have a ministerial alliance group within our community.  We strongly urge our new
pastor to be a member of this wonderful group.  This is a group of religious leaders in
the community that plans many non-denominational events throughout the year and
they can serve as a support system for our new pastor. 
The pastoral search committee has been in continual prayer with our Lord.  We ask the
candidate also be doing the same throughout this process. 


