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Crainville Baptist Church
Proclaiming the Gospel of Christ in the Crainville area for over 125 years.

Thanks for viewing our church profile!

This profile has been prayerfully prepared by the Crainville
Baptist Church Pulpit Committee to help prospective pastoral
candidates in understanding our mission, ministry, and
history of our beloved church. We are affiliated with
American Baptist Churches USA, American Baptist Churches of the Great Rivers Region,
American Baptist Campus Ministry SIUC, and American Baptist Home Mission
Societies.
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Our Story

The Crainville Freewill Baptist
Church was organized in February
1890, about 9 years after the village
of Crainville was incorporated. It was
organized by the Reverends J.F. Kirk
and Thomas Jones. The charter
members were: Tom DeLoach,
Rachael DeLoach, Warren Wagoner,
Anna Wagoner, Margaret Wilson,
Robert DeLoach, and Ellen Newton.
The Rev. J.F. Kirk became the first
pastor of the new church. They met in homes until they built a meeting place.
Building the church building was a community effort according to the records. The
charter members asked for at least a day's labor and a pound of nails from every able
bodied man in the area. It seems that saints and sinners responded well to the call for
help as men for miles around, whether Christians or not, came and helped. The building
was built from native oak timber, cut on the Treece farm in the area which is now part of
Crab Orchard Lake. The building had two front doors, one for men who sat on that side,
and one for women who sat on the other side. It was heated by a coal stove in the middle
of the building.
In 1915 the young Church voted to become part of the Northern Baptist Convention
which later became known as the American Baptist Churches of the USA.
In 1916 A.A. Alexander, a previous pastor and resident of Crainville, bought a Delco
generating system for private use at his home and store. He ran a wire to the church and
agreed to generate electricity for new electric lights in the church.
In 1943 the first Vacation Bible School was held under the direction of Mae Alexander
and Verda Howerton. It has been held annually ever since.
In 1945 a basement was dug under the building and a new entrance on the front of the
church was added. The new entry had a wide double door with wide steps rather than
the previous narrow steps in front of each door.
In 1947 the church called Reverend Ralph Williams as pastor, but Rev. Williams would
only consider the call if they would call him as a full-time pastor. Before this, the pastors
had all been part time. The church considered the request and decided to call him as
their first full-time pastor. Ralph and his family moved to Crainville and a parsonage
was built for him east of the church.
Because of the need for more space as the congregation was growing rapidly, a west
wing was built on the sanctuary in 1951, and the basement extended under the new wing
as well. The debt for the new construction was paid in two years.
In 1954 the church arranged to hold baptismal services at the Cambria Baptist Church.
Prior to that, the services were held at local ponds.
An Educational Building was constructed west of the sanctuary on a lot purchased from
Amy Choate in 1960. The mortgage was paid in 1963.

One of our stained glass windows
detailing our church history.


