
Dear Sisters and Brothers,

As the church considers the proposed revisions to its constitution, some members of the congregation 
have pointed out some things that need improvement.  In view of these comments, the deacons agreed 
yesterday to add the following changes to the revisions already proposed (page references to the draft 
already circulated):

Substantive changes: 

Article VI, Section 1, add the words "non-voting ex officio" so that the sentence now reads (concerning 
the pastor) "They shall be a non-voting ex officio member of all boards and committees of the church 
and its auxiliary organizations."  This clarifies in the constitution the way we have been doing things for a 
long time.

Artice VI, Section 3, modify the relevant sentence to read, “The treasurer shall present to the church a 
report of receipts and disbursements, showing the actual financial condition of the church at each 
quarterly meeting; shall make other financial reports as may be desired by the church; shall maintain, for 
a period of seven years after the close of the relevant fiscal year, sufficient records to give an itemized 
report of receipts and disbursements if such a report should be requested; shall deliver immediately to 
their successor all books and records pertaining to this office.”  This again puts the way we have always 
done things into the constitution: the treasurer typically does not report to the church a list of every item 
on every receipt, but presents a summary and keeps the receipts.  Similarly, the treasurer has, as long as 
anybody can remember, reported quarterly.

Editorial changes:

Article VI, Section 6, insert two instances of "missions" to read “The assistant missions treasurer shall 
assist the missions treasurer in the performance of duties and functions as the missions treasurer in case 
of absence.”  Our previous draft, through a copy-paste error, made it hard to distinguish the (new) office 
of assistant missions treasurer from the (ongoing) assistant treasurer.

To be voted on at the April 14 meeting, any revisions must be presented to the church by next Sunday, 
so we will have no additional changes after that time.

The following changes were announced last week, but included here so that you have them all in one 
place:

Substantive changes:

Article VII, after Section 6 insert the following:  "Section 7 - Meetings: Each of the boards shall meet as 
needed, but at least once per month."

Editorial changes: 

p. 10 line 1: Insert 's to read "the children's church chair," to correct grammar.

p. 12, last non-deleted line: "report to the Missions Board a minimum of once per three months," as 
opposed to "Board of Deacons," for consistency with the six other places in the document where we 
already made this change.

p. 21, third non-deleted line from the bottom: Change "insome" to "in some," to correct grammar



We're trying not to change too much at this late date, and we do need to have everything concluded in 
the next few days to make sure everybody has time to consider the final form.

Still, if there's anything you think should be heard --- about this or anything else, your deacon, the 
pastor, and I, would all be glad to hear from you.

For the deacons,

Wesley Calvert
wesleyccalvert@gmail.com
618-534-8457
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