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                                                                                      Pastor’s Report
                                                                                     “Hope In Action”

Last week I had to write 2 reports so we could reapply for our ELCA Partnership Grant. One was just filling in numbers on a form. The other was 
writing out responses to questions about our ministry. The second one needed to be signed by our congregational President, so I emailed a copy to 
Rich Kamiyama for his review. He called me back a couple hours later and said, “Boy, we’ve done a lot!”

And he’s right. We have done and are continuing to do a lot of ministry here at Spirit of Hope. Other people around the Pacifica Synod (our regional 
body) already know that. Bishop Finck uses us as a positive example of how congregations can change and adapt to their environments. I hear from 
Synod staff how impressed they are with our ministry. And, while we know that we’re powered by the Holy Spirit, we also know that our ministry 
here is made possible by your contributions 
of time and dollars.

Your time and your financial contributions last fall allowed us to get a new roof on the main section of our Parish Hall, so that it remains a useful 
building for ministry. Your financial contributions allowed us to send our teenagers to New Orleans, and helped us keep our food pantry operating, 
feeding over 140 families every month. In May of 2013 we fed almost 250 families. Put another way, last month we provided about 4000 meals to a 
neighborhood in need.

We continue to make Vacation Bible School free for all children and their families. Last year we put on four community events, an Easter Festival, 
All American BBQ, Halloween Trunk N Treat, and a new event, a Healthy Harvest Fair. Most of us probably didn’t know what a health fair was, but 
we put one on anyway, with 14 health care organizations and about 400 people on site. We’re building relationships with those health care 
providers. And now that we know how to do this kind of event, we’re planning something bigger for November 16 of 2013. All of these events are 
labor-intensive, and we thank God for your hard work 
that makes them possible.

We regularly partner with groups as diverse as Central City Lutheran Mission and San Bernardino County Child and Family Services. And those 
relationships will lead us to new ministry opportunities in the uture.

You may have noticed the large youth group that worshiped with us the first Sunday of June. They were here from Colorado, doing a project at 
CCLM, but came to Spirit of Hope for worship on Sunday morning.

One of their adult leaders grabbed me after worship, telling me how much he enjoyed our worship service, and especially complimenting our 
worship team. The next day, Pastor Dave Nagler from CCLM told me that everyone in the group raved about our worship service. He said they were 
blown away by our worship team and also by how much ministry our little congregation does.

We tend to think we’re small, and to think that we can’t do much. But, powered by the Holy Spirit, we do an amazing amount of ministry here at 
Spirit of Hope. And we do it well. We really are “Hope In Action.” Other people know it. Sometimes I think the only people who don’t know it are 
us.

In Him,

Pastor Jay
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                    Pacifica Synod Assembly 2013

Rev. Barb Rossing gave three Bible Study talks in the morning, about finding deeper meaning in the creation accounts in Genesis, about efforts 
the church can put forth to be better stewards of the environment, and about how to use the sanctuary as a means to showcase local efforts to feed 
the hungry.

Rev. Benjamin Stewart gave three talks, one about water and how it relates not only to Baptism but also the creation story, with an 
undercurrent of responsible water use and conservation. Another talk was on the topic of the earth itself, and different sacramental ways to show 
admiration and respect for God's creation, and a third talk was given about a pre-modern look about the interplay of nature and Christianity, using 
seasonal motives for worship ideas.

Both speakers had a theme of an interconnected web of life that God gives to us to be caretakers of, asking for prayers of intercession for the earth 
itself. The pivotal message for both speakers, to me, seems to be that God created the Earth for us to be caretakers and stewards of, and that we as a 
church could take small steps to do so.

One thing we could do, for example, is to take all the areas of little greenery on campus, and instead of growing water intensive grasses, we could 
plant succulents or a cactus garden.

The Big Bear Conference breakaway session was productive, in that we talked about how to act more like churches that want to tell people about 
Jesus and welcome them into worship, and we talked a bit about working together via electronic means. There  now exists a facebook group for the 
Big Bear Conference that will allow us all to share events and news with each other.

The two workshops we attended, one titled "In Our Own Voice", a presentation by the National Alliance for Mental Illness, were very well 
received. In it, the stress of accepting people for who they are was affirming, but it was coupled with the commonsense approach of ensuring the 
mentally ill have access to therapy and medication. One salient detail given by a speaker is that the mentally ill, in general, are not always at a point 
where they are willing to accept the help that others give. Perseverance is necessary.

Our other workshop, The Great Pacific Garbage Patch, was an informative description about water resources, and specifically our overuse of 
plastics, and gave some tips on how to reduce the amount of plastic waste generated.

We participated fully in worship, and in elections, and in discussion of their resolutions, which were all passed without contention.
Those resolutions were to adopt language saying, basically, that too many people go to jail for too long and that their lives are ruined after they are 
released due to punitive sanctions.

Other resolutions passed allowed a third person to attend Synodical Conventions, provided they are 30 years of age, or less. The Malaria Campaign 
was extended beyond the initial goal of $250,000, and the synod voted for a cost-of-living increase for rostered members.

I personally had a great time, having never stayed at a resort hotel before, and look forward to writing my next report after the Synod Assembly 
meets in Hawaii.

- Rock Janecek and Lisa Pettit

       



CCLM Report
Our CCLM ministry has been an awesome opportunity to serve our neighborhood in a way that reminds us so often that Jesus' ministry is filled 
with examples of feeding the people around him. We normally gather for worship after prepping a meal big enough to feed around 150 meals, and 
serve dinner immediately following worship. We have been blessed to have the presence of Lutheran Church of Our Savior alongside us as we 
served on May 12th, helping us help the people who enjoy a free, hot dinner inside the CCLM dining room.

I personally encourage any member of the congregation who feels called to serve to help out whenever Spirit of Hope is invited to serve at Central 
City Lutheran Mission. When we first starting singing “God of this City,” I remember there was a powerful energy in the room when we as a 
congregation figured that God has a plan for us, at 1820 E. Highland Avenue. And there are few things more gratifying than leaving their campus 
knowing God is still the God of San Bernardino.

When we do good work, even something as simple as making sure dozens of people don't go without dinner, if only for one day, we are an outward 
sign of God's reality, where He truly gives us our daily bread. I am grateful to God to have the opportunity to serve in this ministry, and once again 
urge anyone who worships at Spirit of Hope to consider lending a hand when the opportunity arises.
- Rock Janecek

                                                               Spirit Of Hope
                                                   Events for June 2013

                                                                                                             Bring your Bibles
Bring your Bibles to Worship!!  We want to encourage everyone to bring their own Bibles to worship each Sunday.  Pew Bibles are 
always available if you forget, but let's start bringing our own Bibles to use.  Make notes, highlight, place a bookmark.  These things are 
all OK!  Electronic Bibles are welcome in worship too!!!  Whatever you've got, bring it and use it on Sunday mornings! 
                                                                           

Vacation Bible School
VBS Sunday, June 16th during Worship. Thanks to Britta Anderson and everyone who helped put on this important ministry to our children.

Pastor Jay on Vacation
Pastor Jay will be on vacation from Wednesday June 19th, through Sunday, June 30th. Pastor Kent Tuohino, from Riverside, will be 
available for emergency pastoral care during this time. His cell phone # is (714) 726-0593, and his office # is (951) 682-1350.

Confirmation Camp
Spending a week at camp is often important for a teenager's faith development. Two of our Christian Life Prep students are attending Confirmation 
Camp this summer, at a cost of about $400 apiece, or $800 total. Please prayerfully consider making a donation to Spirit of Hope to help us pay 
for camp. You can make a difference in the life of a teenager.

Youth Group
The next meeting for the Youth Group, a group of people in the 7th through 12th grades will be  Sunday, June 30th, at 6pm. For more 
information please talk to our Youth Group Director, Kerri Haynes. We will not meet June 16th.



Choir
The Choir will end its season June 9th. Thanks to Barbara Frey and the Choir for all their  hard work and dedication. 

Saturday Morning Women's Group
Our Saturday Morning Women’s Group normally meets monthly on Saturday mornings at 9am. Our next meeting will be on a Saturday in 
June  at Coco’s in Rialto.  If you'd like more information, please contact Melissa Anderson.

Men’s Bible Study
Men’s Bible Study meets on Saturdays. The next meeting will be a joint meeting with the men of Lutheran Church of Our Savior on Saturday, 
June 15th, 8-10 AM at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, Irma Miller Room (In the parish hall). If you would like more information please contact 
Rock Janecek at (951) 346-6233.

Altar Guild
The Altar Guild usually meets the last Sunday of the month after Worship. This  month we will meet Sunday, June 23rd. If you feel called to use 
your gifts to help facilitate Worship, please call the office or come to the meeting.

Monthly Birthday Cake and Recognition
Our next monthly birthday cake & recognition will be Sunday, June 23rd, after Worship. Sign up sheets are  in the lobby for birthday months. If 
you have any questions please contact Lisa Pettit.

Thursday Breakfast: New Time
Every Thursday morning between 8am and 10am, the San Bernardino City Mission is serving breakfast to our community in the parish hall. You 
can help with this important ministry by showing up to help serve or to visit. For more information call the church office or ask Pastor Jay.

Eden Center Bible Study
The Eden Center Bible Study usually meets Wednesdays at 10am. Our next meeting will be Wednesday, June 12th. We will not meet June 
19th or 26th.

Bumper Crop Of Food
You can make a difference by helping the families served by our food pantry ministry  Sunday June 23th. Leave a bag of food by your bumper 
before worship. Someone will pick it up and take it to the food pantry room. Let's bring in a “Bumper crop”. For more information contact Emily 
Unrine at (909)609-1071.

Food Pantry
Our food pantry has been feeding between 150 and 230 families a month. If you can supply any of the following items, we would be grateful: pasta, 
beans, rice, ramen, macaroni and cheese, canned fruit, and spaghetti sauce. We can also use bags. We would like help on Monday, June 24th, at 
8am for bag prep. Distribution this month will be Tuesday, June 25th. Set up starts at 9am. Please contact Bev Wotnow or the church office if 
you would like to help in this important ministry.

VBS is Coming
VBS is coming Monday, June 10th thru Friday, June 14th, beginning @ 6 p.m. We make this event FREE for our neighbors. Donations to 
help cover the costs are most appreciated.

Youth Group Beach Train
Join our Youth Group on a beach trip on the train Saturday, July 27th. More information to follow.



Election Meeting Sunday, June 9
Our election meeting, where we elect our council for the upcoming year, will be held today,  Sunday, June 9, immediately after worship. 

Nominating Committee Report
The nominating committee conducted their business primarily through e-mail and face-to-face interactions, and it is with gratitude that we 
acknowledge the hard work and dedication of Britta Anderson, our outgoing secretary, and Richard Gutierrez, council member at large, who are 
leaving at the end of their term. The nature of our work was primarily to find members from the congregation whom we feel are called to work in 
the capacity of council members.

We have nominated Kerri Haynes, who works with the youth, with education, with outreach, and in a host of other capacities, to represent the 
congregation on the church council. Further, we are nominating Jennifer Evans, who works in worship, outreach, and education.

When the congregation transitioned from Highland Avenue Lutheran Church to Spirit of Hope, the nature of the council changed from specific 
duties (e.g. Director of Property, Director of Education, Director of Worship, Director of Outreach), to becoming council members at-large, where 
we recognize the reality that our interests in doing the ministry in which we are called is generally broader than these four categories allow.

The nominating committee is composed of four individuals: Lyle Haynes, Rock Janecek, Lisa Pettit, and Kenneth Ungs. Feel free to talk to any of us 
for more information.

- Rock Janecek

Spirit Of Hope Upcoming Events

June
Monday June 10-14th: Vacation Bible School at 6pm.
Saturday, June 15th: Men’s Bible Study with LCOS at 8am.
Sunday, June 16th: VBS Sunday during Worship
Sunday, June 23rd.: Confirmation Camp begins
Sunday, June 30th: All American BBQ from noon to 3pm.

July
Wednesday, July 17th: Come support CCLM we’re going to the 66ers San Manuel Stadium. Tickets are $5 and can be purchased from Pastor 
Jay or Gail. You can also make a donation to help someone from the CCLM community attend the game.

Saturday, July 27th: Youth Group Beach Train Trip

September
Sunday, September 8th: God’s Work Our Hands



CONTACT US
In person: Church Office hours are Monday through Thursday 9am to 12pm

Visit our website at spiritofhopechurch.org
By email: office@spiritofhopechurch.org

By phone: Office 909-882-2961 or Pastor Jay’s cell 951-850-9604
By mail: Spirit of Hope, 1820 E. Highland Ave., San Bernardino, CA 92404

You are invited to

The Third Annual

All American BBQ

   at 
Spirit of Hope Church
1820 E. Highland Ave

(between Del Rosa and Sterling)
Sunday, June 30th  

Noon – 3 PM
Come early and attend

 worship at 10 AM!

Bring your friends and family for FREE FAMILY FUN 

and the chance to meet new friends and neighbors.

Food
Music
Crafts
Games

Bouncers 
and more!


