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GROWING INTO THE NEW BEGINNING

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through
Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation.” 2 Corinthians 5:17, 18.
God has given us a New Beginning here at Spirit of Hope. But a New Beginning doesn’t start out fully grown. It grows in fits and starts and faces obstacles as
it matures.

Two years ago, we started on a course to connect better with our neighbors, to be a bridge between the community around us and the Kingdom of God. In re-
sponse to one of the many questionnaires and surveys we took in 2009, you overwhelmingly said that the worship service to which you were most likely to invite
your friends was a service with a band. You recognized that our “Celebration” service was the best fit for our community, for your friends and neighbors. So
we started our New Beginning by adopting the “Celebration” service as our regular worship service in September of 2009.
We knew not all of our members would like it. And not everyone does. We’ve lost some members—and some people who weren’t members but were regular
visitors. We grieve those we’ve lost.

Some of our leaders were surprised our attendance didn’t go down in fall of 2010. Instead, our attendance actually went up slightly the last part of the year.
Our attendance did dip a little the first part of this year, but went up again beginning in June. Overall, attendance for 2011 was up slightly, to 53.5 people per
Sunday.
Special thanks are due to those of you who’ve stuck around, whether you personally like the changes or not, because you’re members of the community and
support our mission.

The question now is what next steps to take. How do we grow into the congregation that we want to be? How do we grow into our New Beginning?

I’d love to see us establish “prayer teams”—a group of people whose job is simply to be available to talk with and pray with people after worship. This could
help meet needs in people’s lives and help people grow in their faith, while also helping visitors develop a relationship with our congregation.
One of the most important factors in whether a church grows is whether its members invite people to come to worship (or other events). We’re focusing this
year on holding social events to which you could invite your friends. They’re much less threatening than an invitation to “church.” And if someone’s come to a
social event, they may be more likely to respond to an invitation to worship. We’ll teach “Just Walk Across the Room,” a great introduction to inviting, at least
once again this year.

The big issue remains making better connections with the community around us. After struggling for years, and never really getting a foothold in our neighbor-
hood, Letty’s Preschool closed in December. This creates great opportunities for us to use our facility in new ways.

Could we offer music lessons on our site?
Could we offer an after-school program, perhaps in cooperation with the school district or YMCA?
Could we feed people on-site during the week?
Open some new ministry to the homeless?
Offer a community garden in our northwest corner?
And that’s really the point, isn’t it? How can we help others get to know Jesus so that they can become New Creations and experience their own New Beginning?
Grace and peace,
Pastor Jay
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HERE’S WHAT’S GOING ON AT SPIRIT OF HOPE THIS MONTH.

CHOIR
We will meet at 7:30 p.m. on Thursday, February 2nd and 9th. If you like to sing, please join us.

CHRISTIAN LIFE PREP
Trying to figure out what it means to be a Christian? Classes for seventh and eighth graders (and high schoolers who have not yet made an Affirmation of
Baptism) meet on Thursdays, we will meet on February 9th, 16th and 23rd from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m.

YOUTH GROUP
The Youth Group (for 7th-12th graders) meets at 6 p.m. every other Sunday in the Youth room. The next meetings will be Sunday, February 12th and
26th at 6 p.m. Hope to see you there.

EDEN CENTER BIBLE STUDY
The Eden Center Bible Study meetsWednesdays, at 10 a.m.We will meetWednesdays, February 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd and 29th.We are currently
studying God’s Love as described in the letters of John.

GIRLZ OF FAITH
Our Girlz Of Faith Women’s Bible Study meets the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of the month, at 6 p.m.We will meet February 7th and 21st. Come and join us
as we seek to become closer to Jesus through service and study. Please contact the office or Amy Kamiyama for more information.

MEN’S GROUP
The Mighty Men meet the first and thirdWednesdays of the month at 7:30 p.m. We will meetWednesday, February 1st and 15th in the Al-Burt room.
Please contact the office or Ken Ungs for more information.

SATURDAY MORNING WOMEN’S GROUP
Our Saturday Morning Women’s Group meets monthly on Saturday mornings. The next meeting will be February 11th at 9 a.m. The location has not
been determined. Please contact the office or Melissa Anderson for more information.

WORKDAY
Our workday in February will be Sunday the 26th after Worship. You can help by giving back to God of your time and talents. Contact Rich Chandler if
you have any questions at (909) 867-7287.
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CSUSB Basketball Game
At 7:30 p.m on Saturday, February 11th you, your friends and family are invited to watch CSUSB play basketball against Chico St. Tickets are free. If you
are interested in attending this game the sign-up sheet is in the lobby or you can contact the church office.

FOOD PANTRY
Last month we fed over 240 families, we are asking for donations. If you can supply any of the items below we would be grateful: Pasta, beans, rice,
ramen, mac & cheese, canned fruit and spaghetti sauce. We would like more help on theMonday before distribution at 8 a.m for bag prep. You can serve
God’s Kingdom by contributing to this mission. Distribution is the last Tuesday of every month: February 28th. Set up starts at 9 a.m.

ASH WEDNESDAY

Our Ash Wednesday Worship service will be held on Wednesday, February 22nd at 7 p.m. Please join us as we begin the contemplative season of Lent.

SOUP SUPPER AND MIDWEEK LENTEN WORSHIP
On Thursdays during Lent,March 1st - March 29th, we’ll have soup suppers at 6:30 p.m., followed by Midweek Lenten Worship at 7 p.m. Please sign
up to help with the soup suppers in the lobby.

BLACKBERRY BUSH
Blackberry Bush is coming onWednesdays inMarch. This short course is a great introduction to Christianity and a great way to get to know people.
Perfect for you, if you’re new to our congregation, or are looking for an introduction to the basics of Christianity! Our focus this spring will be on Jesus,
The Son of God.

CENTRAL CITY LUTHERAN MISSION CALLS NEW PASTOR
Installation will be on Saturday February 25, 2012 at 2:00 p.m in the Mission Sanctuary.

CONTACT US
In person: Church Office hours are Monday through Thursday 9am to 12pm

Visit our website at spiritofhopechurch.org
By email: office@spiritofhopechurch.org

By phone: Office 909-882-2961 or Pastor Jay’s cell 951-850-9604
By mail: Spirit of Hope, 1820 E. Highland Ave., San Bernardino, CA 92404


