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PASTOR’S PAGE:  I LOVE TO TELL THE STORY
 
I learned many Bible stories as a child.  My parents sent me to Sunday School and Vacation Bible School, where I learned stories about Moses, Adam and Eve, 
Noah, the Ten Commandments, Daniel, and Elijah.  

 
But I didn’t learn what those stories had to do with each other.  I didn’t have any idea what those Old Testament stories had to do with Jesus.  I didn’t know that 
the Bible contains one over-arching story that connects to today.  And I didn’t see what those stories had to do with me.

 
Earlier this year we did a 15 week series on the Old Testament, focusing on the kinds of things we might not have learned as children: how these stories fit 
together, how they pointed to Jesus, how they apply to our lives today.

 
The response to that series was so positive that we’ve decided to do it again, but this time bump it up a notch.  So for the next 9 months we’ll use a series of 
readings from something called the “Narrative Lectionary.”  Narrative is just a big word for “story.”  A lectionary is a collection of readings or stories.  So, we’ll be 
using a series of readings from scripture that give us an overview, in order, of the entire story of the Bible, from creation, through the Old Testament, to Jesus and 
then to Paul taking the Good News throughout the Roman Empire.

 
The Narrative Lectionary was developed by professors at Luther Seminary with the goal of helping people, especially in a secular/pluralistic society that doesn’t 
really support knowledge of the Bible, get to know both the individual stories and how they fit together into one story.  It is actually a four-year series of readings, 
with each year highlighting different stories in chronological order through the biblical story.  The Narrative Lectionary has been used by churches in many 
different denominations around the world.

 
Many churches using these readings have found that they are learning the Bible, and the Good News of Jesus, in a new way, in a larger context.  They not only 
learn some stories they may not have known, they get to see the “whole painting,” as it were, not just a few brush strokes.  They see the big picture of the biblical 
story, and also see how it becomes part of their own ongoing story that continues to play out in their lives.

 
As we begin using this new schedule of readings, we will also provide each Sunday a children’s bulletin that matches the theme for the day and, for adults, a list 
of suggested Bible readings that will help connect that week’s story with the story for the following Sunday.  You may want to use those in addition to, or instead 
of, other devotional reading material.

 
Through the year we’ll want feedback on the series.  What works, what doesn’t?  Are the children’s bulletins or adult reading suggestions helpful?  What would 
make this work better?

 
We will use the Narrative Lectionary for 9 months through the first cycle of readings, then decide whether we’ll use it again.  Please feel free to give us feedback 
along the way, and certainly to talk to me if you have questions or concerns.

 
Grace and peace,
Pastor Jay  

 
 



Promise to Keep: Bible Study on the Book of Acts

 
Last month we challenged you to read through a series of texts from the Book of Acts, in connection with our congregation’s promises to “[p]ray regularly, study 
scripture and listen to God’s voice and dream for the congregation,”  as part of the Redevelopment Process.

 
While I’d suggest you do this with at least one other person, or even with a small group, the point is to spend time reading the Bible, praying, and asking 
questions about the text.

 
Ask yourself questions like:  What do you notice as you read the text?  What questions do you have?  What do you wonder about?  What do you think God is 
saying in this text?  Why is it in the Bible?  What is God saying to you as you read the text?  How are boundaries being crossed, needs met, relationships built, 
and people told about Jesus?  If you’re in a group, discuss your answers.  If you do this alone, write them down.  Try to do two texts a week.  On selected 
Sundays, we’ll invite people to stay after worship to read a text together, and to discuss what they’ve read—and what they’ve heard God saying.

 
Here are the texts:
Acts 1:1-8                   Acts 1:12-14  Acts 2:1-12                Acts 2:42-47
Acts 6:1-7                   Acts 8:1-8       Acts 8:26-40              Acts 10:23-48
Acts 11:19-24             Acts 13:1-3    Acts 13:13-15            Acts 15:1-11

 
We invite you to take part in this spiritual exercise as we discern together what God is saying about how we’ll carry out God’s mission and our purpose, how we’ll 
build the relationships that will allow us to be “Hope in Action for a World in Need.”

 
 
Getting to Know Our Neighbors:  Relationship, Relationship, Relationship

 
One of the keys to the “Redevelopment” process Spirit of Hope is going through is building relationships with people in our community.  A few weeks ago, Pastor 
Jay asked you to identify three people you don’t know very well but whom you could get to know better.  They could be (a) people who aren’t Christians or aren’t 
connected to a congregation; (b) people you don’t know well enough to know if they are people of faith; or (c) people from a different culture or racial/ethnic group 
than your own.  

 
If you haven’t done this yet, please do so.  Then PRAY.  Pray for these people.  Pray for opportunities to get to know them better.  And, when those opportunities 
come, take advantage of them.  

 
Coming Soon:  Blackberry Bush

 
Blackberry Bush is an 8 week discussion based course in the basics of Christianity, great for getting to know people—and a great place to invite your friends who 
might want to know more about God or connect to a church home.   We share a meal, watch a short video (or sometimes hear a talk from the pastor), then have 
some open-ended discussion time.  We’ll provide more detail about the next Blackberry Bush course soon.

 
NEW BEGINNING DAY: POTLUCK AFTER WORSHIP SEPTEMBER 21

 
We set off on our New Beginning as Spirit of Hope in September of 2010, and we set aside one Sunday every September to celebrate that day.  On Sunday, 
September 21, we’ll celebrate by sharing a potluck meal after worship.  You’re invited, and encouraged to bring a friend.



 
 Feeding the Poor:  Food Pantry at Spirit of Hope

If you can supply any of the following items, we would be grateful: pasta, beans, rice, ramen, macaroni and cheese, canned fruit, and spaghetti 
sauce. We can also use bags. If you would like help we will do bag prep on Monday, September 29 at 8:00 a.m. Distribution is Tuesday, 
September 30. Set up starts at 9:00 a.m. Distribution is from 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.  Please contact Bev Wotnow or the church office if you 
would like to help.

Church Council Meeting

Our next Church Council Meeting has been scheduled for Monday, September 15, at 7:00 p.m. We will meet at the Kamiyama home. 

Eden Center Bible Study

The Eden Center Bible Study usually meets Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m. We have just begun a new series following the Old Testament lessons we 
will be reading in Worship this fall. You're invited. 

Saturday Morning Women's Group

Our Saturday Morning Women's Group normally meets monthly on Saturday Mornings at 9:00 a.m. at the Coco's in Rialto. All women are 
invited. Please see Melissa Anderson for more information.

Men's Bible Study

The Men's Bible Study meets jointly with Lutheran Church of Our Savior on the 3rd Saturday of each month at 8 a.m. in the Al-Burt room. 
Refreshments will be provided. The theme for our current six month Bible study is called "Attitude Adjustment: Down But Not Out." Last month 
our text from Daniel was about pressures and this month we'll talk about demands, with a text from Numbers. Our next meeting will be 
Saturday, September 20, at 8:00 a.m., here at Spirit Of Hope. All men are welcome and invited. Contact Rock Janecek 
janecekr@alumni.csusb.edu or (951) 346-6233 if you have further questions. 



Youth Group

The Spirit of Hope Youth Group is for teenagers in 7th through 12th grades.  Our next regular meetings will be Sundays, September 14 and 28, 
at 6:00 p.m. 

Girlz of Faith

Our Girlz of Faith Women's Bible Study usually meet the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month in alternating homes.  Our next meeting will be a 
potluck meal at Britta Bailey's home, on September 8 at 6:30 p.m. All woman are invited. For further information please contact Amy 
Kamiyama. 

Choir

Our choir usually rehearses the Thursdays before the first two Sundays of the month, at 7:30 p.m. The choir will be back in the fall. Our first 
rehearsal for the fall will be September 25. Please join us in singing praise to God. 

God’s Story—Your Story;  a Saturday morning Bible Study (coming soon)

 
You’re invited to attend a new Saturday morning Bible Study 10:00am Saturday mornings in the Al-Burt room.  We will look at Bible stories that show us how 
God has been present in the world from the beginning of creation—and how God is still with us today.  A light breakfast will be served and child care will be 
provided.  Come be a part of our community as we learn more about God, how God works in our lives, and our place in God’s world.  And bring a friend.

 
We’ll begin meeting soon.  Look for more information in the coming weeks.
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Upcoming Events At Spirit Of Hope  

Sunday September 7, "God's Work Our Hands." Central City Lutheran Mission (CCLM) is installing new children's playground equipment.  You can 
participate by showing up in the afternoon to help with the installation, by attending worship at 5, or by helping serve a meal after worship. If you would like 
to participate and don’t have a T shirt, let the church office know. 

Sunday, September 21, New Beginning Day. We'll celebrate the anniversary of our New Beginning. Come for Worship and stay for the party afterwards. We'll 
share a potluck meal after worship.

Sunday, September 28, Serving at CCLM. We have another opportunity to serve at Central City Lutheran Mission. We'll help lead Worship at 5:00 p.m., and 
then serve a meal to the community after the service. You're invited to help. See Becky Tarts for details.  

Sunday, October 5, "Walking Into the Future Together" at First Lutheran in Redlands 2:00 pm to 5:00 pm. This is a Pacific Synod planning event that will 
help shape the future of our ministry in southern California and how the Synod will work together with congregations in the future. If you would like to 
attend, make a note on your Communication Card or talk to Pastor Jay.   

Sunday, October 26 (Reformation Day).  Trunk N Treat.

Saturday, November 1. Fall Leadership & Planning Retreat. Everyone is invited. More details will be available soon.

Sunday, November 30. Youth Sunday.
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PROPERTY CONCERNS AND COSTS:  Keys and Air Conditioners

In our never ending battle with copper thieves, we’ve decided to replace vandalized air conditioning units with “mini splits”, a different kind of unit 
that deters theft because part of the unit is in the room being served and only part of the unit sits on the roof of the building.  These units are more 
efficient, harder to steal, and less profitable for a copper thief, so we think they’re the best thing for our facility.  But they also end up being more 
expensive, and insurance proceeds don’t cover all of our costs. We currently owe our HVAC contractor $1,275.00 for the last unit that was 
installed.

We also decided that it was time to re-key our facility. Over the summer, we had the locks reset and new keys provided, with fewer master keys 
and more individual locks.  This greatly increases our security.  We also set up a system for accurately tracking who has keys to what rooms on our 
campus.  The cost for re-keying our facility exceeded the original estimate because of locks that had to be repaired or replaced. We currently owe 
our contractor approximately $280.00   

Gifts to Spirit of Hope, designated to “Property Fund,” will be appreciated to help us pay for these important projects.  
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Suggested Daily Readings for the Narrative Lectionary for September:

Week of September 7.  Follow the stories of Noah and his descendants as they lead up to the call of Abraham and God’s covenant with him.  

Sunday, Genesis 6:16-22; 9:8-15, Flood and Promise

Monday, Genesis 9:18-28, Noah and His Sons

Tuesday, Genesis 10:1-14, Nations Descended from Noah

Wednesday, Genesis 10:15-32, Nations Descended from Noah

Thursday, Genesis 11:1-9, The Tower of Babel

Friday, Genesis 11:10-26, Descendants of Shem

Saturday, Genesis 11:27-32, Descendants of Terah

ASK YOURSELF:

     How did God’s promise to one man, Noah, become a promise to a nation? How did the people respond to God’s second chance?

How does God’s covenant with Noah shape the relationship humanity has with God today? Where do you see God’s promises lived out in this world?

How does God show up in your life? How and where do you connect with God? 

Suggested Prayer:

God who keeps promises, wash us in your word this day. Shine the light of your love in the darkest parts of our lives. Amen.



Week of September 14.  Follow the genealogy from Abraham to Joseph. See how God’s covenant with Abraham continued throughout the generations.

Sunday, Genesis 12:1-9, Call of Abraham

Monday, Genesis 15:1-6, God’s Covenant with Abram

Tuesday, Genesis 21:1-7, The Birth of Isaac

Wednesday, Genesis 25:19-28, The Birth of Esau and Jacob

Thursday, Genesis 35:16-26, The Birth of Benjamin and Death of Rachel

Friday, Genesis 37:1-11, Joseph Dreams of Greatness

Saturday, Genesis 37:12-36, Joseph is Sold by His Brothers

ASK YOURSELF:

        How did God use each of the men and women in these stories to carry out God’s covenant with Abraham and with humankind?

How is God’s covenant with Abraham fulfilled today? If all humankind is now in covenant with God through the death and resurrection of Jesus, then how 
shall we treat one another? Where are you accepting of others? Where are you intolerant?

How has God blessed you? What are you grateful for? Practicing gratitude is a holy practice. Do it often this week. 

SUGGESTED PRAYER: 

God who blesses others through us, through your word inspire us to live lives trusting in your promise. Amen.



WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 21.  Follow the story of how Joseph brought his brothers (who became the 12 Tribes of Israel) to Egypt to save them from famine. See 
how the Egyptians soon forgot Joseph’s good deeds and enslaved the Israelites.

Sunday, Genesis 39:1-23, Joseph in Prison

Monday, Genesis 50:15-21, Joseph Forgives His Brothers

Tuesday, Genesis 50:22-26, Joseph’s Death

Wednesday, Exodus 1:1-22, Oppression of the Israelites

Thursday, Exodus 3:1-12, Moses at the Burning Bush

Friday, Exodus 12:29-32, The Tenth Plague: Death of the Firstborn

Saturday, Exodus 13:17-22, The Pillars of Cloud and Fire

Ask Yourself:

       Where did God show up in these stories? How did God show up? What is the nature of God in these stories of deliverance?

What systems are in place in your community that serve to oppress? What systems deliver from oppression?

How does God bless others through you? What gifts do you bring to those around you?

Suggested Prayer:

God who always works for good, teach us by your word to trust you above circumstance, to follow you when temptation beckons. Amen.



Week of September 28.  Follow the stories of God’s continued faithfulness to the people, despite their complaining and lack of faith.

Sunday, Exodus 14:10-14, 21-29, Rescue at Sea

Monday, Exodus 15:1-21, Songs of Moses and Miriam

Tuesday, Exodus 15:22-27, Bitter Water Made Sweet

Wednesday, Exodus 16:1-21, Bread from Heaven

Thursday, Exodus 17:1-7, Water from the Rock

Friday, Exodus 17:8-16, Amalek Attacks Israel and Is Defeated

Saturday, Exodus 18:13-27, Jethro’s Advice

ASK YOURSELF:

       How did God respond to the people’s requests and their complaining? 

What is your community enslaved to? (technology, peer pressure, economy?) How might God deliver you and your community from enslavement to these 
things?

How does God show up in your life? Where has God been faithful, despite your own lack of faith? 

Suggested Prayer:  God who makes the wind and the waves, inspire our faith to stretch out our hands in obedience to your word. Amen



WELCA's Fall Luncheon

LCOS 5050 N. Sierra Way San Bernardino, CA 92404

Sat, Sept 13, 2014   10:00 am to 2:00 pm

Unlocking Your Spiritual Gifts

Christian discipleship is a lifelong journey of living our and spreading the good news of Jesus Christ so that others may 
believe.  Jesus invited us to embark on a faith journey.  a lifelong journey means lifelong learning.  The more we discover 
about who we are and whose we are, the more we can appreciate the journey and the ministry to which we are called.

Each believer is given gifts by the Holy Spirit, gifts that shape who we are and how we operate in the body of Christ.  
Discovering and exploring how we can better use them is part of growing in faith and life and discipleship.  These gifts are 
part of our DNA.  They are unique as every aspect of our physical bodies and thus our identity.  They are instilled in us by 
God before we were created so that we will be able to accomplish His purpose for the kingdom.

The program at the luncheon will assist us in increasing our capacity for ministry by embracing the gifts we have been given 
and discerning God's plan as to how to use them in the body of Christ.

See the sign-up sheet in the narthex.  A reservation and $10 will provide a lunch and all needed material. All ages are 
welcomed, reservation deadline is Sept 10th.  Looking forward to seeing you.



September

         Sun         Mon        Tue         Wed         Thu Fri Sat
1  2 3

Eden Center Bible 
Study
10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

4 5 6
AA Meeting 
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

               

7
Shower of Blessings 
meets in the Parish Hall 
8:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.
Worship 
10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 
Monthly Birthday 
Recognition 11:30 a.m.
God's Work Our Hands
Service project 1pm to 5pm 
Worship at 5pm meal after 
worship

8 9
   

10
Eden Center Bible 
Study
10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

11 12 13
AA Meeting 
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

WELCA's Fall Luncheon 
at LCOS 10am to 2pm

14
Shower of Blessings 
meets in the Parish Hall 
8:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.
Worship 
10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
Youth Group
6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

15
Council Meeting            
7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.

16 17
Eden Center Bible 
Study
10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

18

 

19 20
AA Meeting 
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Queens Court
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

21
Shower of Blessings 
meets in the Parish Hall 
8:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.
Worship 
10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
New Beginning Day
Potluck after worship

22 23 24
Eden Center Bible 
Study
10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

25  26  27
AA Meeting 
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

 28
Shower of Blessings 
meets in the Parish Hall 
8:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.
Worship 
10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
Youth Group
6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Serving at CCLM
Worship at 5pm, meal after 
worship

 29
Food Pantry bag prep
8:00 a.m.

 30
Food Pantry 
Distribution
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

 


