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“BACK TO CHURCH SUNDAY” SEPTEMBER 16”

Sunday, September 16, we celebrate the second anniversary of our “New Beginning,” our 
new ministry model here at Spirit of Hope, on the same day that churches nationwide are 
celebrating “Back To Church” Sunday.

We all know someone who hasn’t been in worship for a while.  Maybe for a long while.  
Maybe for you that person is a member of our congregation.  Maybe that person has never 
visited our congregation. 

It’s not necessarily that your friends don’t believe.  Maybe it’s that life’s been busy and 
complicated, filled with too many things to do and not enough time to get them done.  Maybe 
they had a bad experience.  Maybe they just didn’t have the right church.  Maybe they never 
actually met Jesus.  Whatever the reason, it’s time to come back to worship.

Most people who don’t regularly attend worship think, at least sometimes, that they should.  
But maybe they don’t know where to go, or they’d be embarrassed because they haven’t 
been in a while.  Maybe they’re simply waiting for an invitation—an invitation they’d gladly 
accept if it were offered.

That’s where you can come in.  Invite your friends to join you in worship on Sunday, 
September 16. Ask them in person, call them on the phone, send them an email or an e-
message of some other kind.  Give them an invitation card (we’ve got some in our lobby).  Go 
to their house and pick them up on Sunday morning.

If you’d like some help, check out the “Back to Church” posts on our Facebook page.      

The service will be easy to follow, so they don’t need to worry about knowing what to do.  
We’ll all meet Jesus in Scripture, song, and the Lord’s Supper.  And after worship you and 
your friends can stay for the potluck celebrating the second anniversary of our “New 
Beginning.”  You (and your friends) don’t even need to bring anything—although you’re 
welcome to if you’d like.  And think about how full our sanctuary would be if everybody 
brought someone—and how powerful worship is with a full sanctuary.

Maybe, let’s be honest, the person who hasn’t been in worship for a while is you.  Whatever 
the reason you’ve been away, you’re invited back to worship.  While you’re welcome all the 
time, please consider this your special invitation to worship (and stay for potluck if you’d like) 
on Sunday, September 16, National Back to Church Day.    

Grace and peace,
Pastor Jay
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 

2    Worship
 10AM - 11:30 AM

3 4 5 
   Eden Center 
   Bilble Study
10AM - 11:30AM

6 7 8 

9   Worship
 10AM - 11:30AM

    Youth Group
     6PM - 8PM

10 11 
Girlz Of Faith
6PM

12 
  Eden Center 
   Bilble Study
10AM - 11:30AM

13 14 15 
Stardust Roller 
Skating
4:30PM - 7PM

16   Worship
 10AM - 11:30AM

Back to Church 
Day/ New 
Beginnings
Potluck after 
Worship

17 
Council Meeting
7:30PM - 10PM

18 19 
  Eden Center 
   Bilble Study
10AM - 11:30AM

20 

Christian Life Prep
3:45PM - 4:45PM

Choir
7:30PM

21 22 

23   Worship
 10AM - 11:30 AM

24 
    Food Pantry 
      Bag Prep
          8AM

25 
Food Pantry 
Distribution
10AM - 12PM

26 
  Eden Center 
   Bilble Study
10AM - 11:30AM

Girlz Of Faith
6PM

27 
Christian Life Prep
3:45PM - 4:45PM

Choir
7:30PM

28 29 

30   Worship
 10AM - 11:30 AM

Notes:
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HERE’S WHAT’S GOING ON AT SPIRIT OF HOPE THIS MONTH

Back To Church Sunday
September 16th is  National Back to Church Day, the single largest annual community outreach in the 
nation, sharing the simple message and mission of inviting everyone in America 'back to church.'  You 
know someone who hasn't been in Worship for awhile, maybe a long while. Give them an invitation 
card, make a phone call, or send them a video from our Facebook page; no matter how you do it, let 
them know they're invited!!

New Beginnings Day
Please join in our potluck after Worship on September 16th, as we celebrate the second anniversary of 
our New Beginning.

"Bread From Heaven"
Beginning September 16, we will spend 6 weeks studying John chapter 6, specifically focusing on 
what this story tells us about God's abundance and how we can participate in that abundance.

Pastor John Wesling Teaching
Worship on September 16 (Back to Church Sunday) and September 23 will include teaching by 
Pastor John Wesling. Pastor John studied at Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminar, received his M.Div. 
from Wartburg Theological Seminary, and served congregations in North Dakota and California. His 
knowledge of history, architecture and geography will greatly enhance your understanding of the texts 
we study these days. Pastor John maintains the website jofj.net.

 Youth Group
The Youth Group meetings this month will be Sunday, September 9th and 23rd, at 6 p.m. If you feel 
young, please join us. 

Eden Center Bible Study
The Eden Center Bible Study meets Wednesdays at 10 a.m. Our next meetings will be September    
12th, 19th and 26th. On September 12th we will begin studying Paul's letter to the Ephesians. We are 
saving a place for you! 

Girlz of Faith
Our Girlz of Faith Women’s Bible Study is back starting Tuesday, September 11th at 6 p.m. We will 
meet on the 2nd Tuesday & 4th Wednesday of the month, and will be studying  “Bad Girls of the 
Bible”. 

http://jofj.net/


Bumper Crop Of Food
You can make a difference by helping the families served by our food pantry ministry, Sunday 
September 23th . Leave a bag of food by your bumper before worship. Someone will pick it up and 
take it to the food pantry room. Let's bring in a “Bumper Crop”. For more information contact Emily 
Unrine at (909)609-1071

 Food Pantry
If you can supply any of the following items, we would be grateful: pasta, beans, rice, ramen, macaroni 
and cheese, canned fruit, and spaghetti sauce. We can also use bags. We would like help on the Monday 
before distribution at 8 a.m. for bag prep. Distribution is the last Tuesday of every month: September 
25th. Set up starts at 9 a.m. Please contact Bev Wotnow or the church office if you would like to help 
in this important ministry.

Upcoming Events & Activities – Mark Your Calender
Saturday, September 15th: Roller skating. 4:30 to 7 p.m at Stardust Skate Center $5 per person for 
skate rental and food.
Sunday, September 16th: New Beginnings/Back to Church Sunday, invite a friend to Worship and 
stay for a potluck after Worship.
Saturday, October 27th: Trunk N' Treat (details to follow).
Saturday, November 10th: Healthy Harvest Fair, health and resource providers onsite for free medical 
screenings and exams.

Christian Life Prep
Trying to figure out what it means to be a Christian? Classes for seventh and eighth graders (and high 
schoolers who have not yet made an Affirmation of Baptism) starts at 3:45 p.m, on Thursday, 
September 20th and 27th. 

Blackberry Bush

Blackberry Bush, an 8 week course on basic Christianity, is coming soon. Great for anyone new to our 
congregation or your friends who have questions about Christianity.

Saturday Morning Women's Group
Our Saturday Morning Women’s Group meets monthly on Saturday mornings at 9 a.m. Our next 
meeting will be in September.

AA Meetings at Spirit Of Hope
An AA group is now meeting here at Spirit of Hope, Saturday mornings at 10 a.m. Alcholics know 
what it means (or would mean) to be saved from sin, dealth, and the power of the devil. You are 
welcome to attend.

Choir
Choir rehearsal will start rehearsing for fall on Thursday, September 20th at 7:30 p.m. The choir 
usually sings 2 or 3 Sundays a month. If you like to sing please join us.

CONTACT US
In person: Church Office hours are Monday through Thursday 9am to 12pm

Visit our website at spiritofhopechurch.org
By email: office@spiritofhopechurch.org

By phone: Office 909-882-2961 or Pastor Jay’s cell 951-850-9604
By mail: Spirit of Hope, 1820 E. Highland Ave., San Bernardino, CA 92404




