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PASTOR’S PAGE:  A WELCOMING CHURCH?
 
Is it time to stop being a welcoming church?
 
We’re a very welcoming congregation. That’s not just what we think.  Other pastors who visit or preach here on occasion comment to me about how 
welcoming we are.  
 
Like many churches, we say that everyone is welcome.  Unlike some churches, we mean it.  We’re very hospitable and friendly to guests. While our 
official greeting efforts aren’t always well organized, we seem to always have one or more people in the lobby or outside our front doors greeting 
people as they come in.  Several of you make a point of saying hello to someone you don’t know before worship, or during the passing of the peace.   We 
can pat ourselves on the back in terms of being a welcoming church. 
 
But maybe it’s time to stop being a welcoming church.  Not that we shouldn’t be welcoming, but maybe there’s a next step we could take.   Being a 
welcoming church assumes that somebody already showed up in our building on a Sunday morning.   What about people who need Jesus who didn’t for 
some reason wander into worship?
 
Maybe we could be a relationship building church. 
 
I’ve previously challenged you to identify three people that you don’t know very well, or maybe that you know well enough to know they don’t have a 
church home, and pray for opportunities to get to know them.
 
Now I’m going to take that a step further and ask you to take a serious step toward getting to know them.  Invite them to lunch, or for a cup of tea or 
coffee. Have a good conversation.  Find out what makes them tick, what they’re passionate about, what skills they have, or how they like to spend their 
spare time. 

This isn’t about inviting them to worship, or asking them if they know Jesus (although you could do that if it seems appropriate).   It’s about getting to 
know people and building real relationships with people in our community.  So go ahead and be vulnerable about your own problems and passions.  
Don’t try to look perfect or be afraid to share your own struggles.
 
Then follow up.  Arrange to see them again sometime.  When you know them well enough to feel comfortable doing this, ask them over to your home.   
At some point (and only you can know when you’ve reached that point), you can talk about how God has worked in your life or invite them to worship, 
but not in a pushy way; and don’t feel bad if they turn you down).  The point is building a relationship with someone you’d like to know better.   It’s all 
about RELATIONSHIP, RELATIONSHIP, RELATIONSHIP.
 
In Christ,
Pastor Jay



 

Parking Lot Church: Sunday, October 12 we will be having our worship service in the parking lot. Worship service will begin at 
10:00 a.m. Please come and join us and being a friend. 

Getting to Know Our Neighbors:  Relationship, Relationship, Relationship
One of the keys to the “Redevelopment” process Spirit of Hope is going through is building relationships with people in our 
community.  A few weeks ago, Pastor Jay asked you to identify three people you don’t know very well but whom you could get to 
know better.  They could be (a) people who aren’t Christians or aren’t connected to a congregation; (b) people you don’t know well 
enough to know if they are people of faith; or (c) people from a different culture or racial/ethnic group than your own.  
If you haven’t done this yet, please do so.  Then PRAY.  Pray for these people.  Pray for opportunities to get to know them better.  And, 
when those opportunities come, take advantage of them.  
 

Thank You:
Thank you to everyone who works so hard. Thanks to Kenny, Donovan, Sean, Erik, Annette, Chris, Lucius, Dick, Martha, Lyle, Greg and 
Pastor Wilbon for all of your work cleaning up after the flood and on the Parish Hall floor. Thanks also to Rich for all your hard work 
on our property maintenance. 

Transportation Needed
 
Counselor Hawke needs someone who can give him a ride to worship some Sunday mornings.  Wilson Franklin often gives Hawke a 
ride, but can’t do it every week.  If you would be willing to give Hawke a ride on occasion, please talk to Pastor Jay, or Wilson, or to 
Hawke directly.  Thanks. 
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Church Council Meeting

Our next Church Council Meeting has been scheduled for Monday, November 3, at 7:00 p.m. We will meet at the Kamiyama home. We will not 
meet in October. 

Eden Center Bible Study

The Eden Center Bible Study usually meets Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m. We are currently following the Old Testament lessons we will be reading 
in Worship this fall. You're invited. 

Saturday Morning Women's Group moves to Wednesday

Starting in October, our Saturday Morning Women's Group is moving to Wednesday. Our next meeting will be 6:30 p.m.., Wednesday October 29, at the Coco's in 
Rialto. All women are invited. Please see Melissa Anderson for more information.

Men's Bible Study

The Men's Bible Study meets jointly with Lutheran Church of Our Savior on the 3rd Saturday of each month at 8 a.m. in the Al-Burt room. Refreshments will be 
provided. The theme for our current six month Bible study is called "Attitude Adjustment: Down But Not Out." Our next meeting will be Saturday, October 18, at 
8:00 a.m., here at Spirit Of Hope. All men are welcome and invited. Contact Rock Janecek janecekr@alumni.csusb.edu or (951) 346-6233 if you have further questions.  

Youth Group

The Spirit of Hope Youth Group is for teenagers in 7th through 12th grades.  Our next regular meetings will be Sundays, October 12 and 26, at 
6:00 p.m. 

Girlz of Faith

Our Girlz of Faith Women's Bible Study usually meet the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month in alternating homes.  Our next meetings will be 
on October 13 and 27, at 6:45 p.m. All woman are invited. For further information please contact Amy Kamiyama. 



Choir

Our choir usually rehearses the Thursdays before the first two Sundays of the month, at 7:30 p.m. The choir will be back in the fall. Our first 
rehearsals will be Thursday, October 2 and 9. Please join us in singing praise to God. 

Food Pantry

If you can supply any of the following items, we would be grateful: pasta, beans, rice, ramen, macaroni and cheese, canned fruit, and spaghetti 
sauce. We can also use bags. If you would like to help we are doing bag prep Monday, October 27, at 8:00 a.m. and our next distribution will be 
Tuesday, October 28. Set up starts at 9:00 a.m. Distribution is from 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.  Please contact Bev Wotnow or the church office if 
you would like to help.

God’s Story—Your Story;  a Saturday morning Bible Study (coming soon)
 
You’re invited to attend a new Saturday morning Bible Study 10:00am Saturday mornings in the Al-Burt room.  We will look at Bible stories 
that show us how God has been present in the world from the beginning of creation—and how God is still with us today.   A light breakfast will be 
served and child care will be provided.  Come be a part of our community as we learn more about God, how God works in our lives, and our place 
in God’s world.  And bring a friend.  We’ll begin meeting soon.  Look for more information in the coming weeks.

Coming Soon:  Blackberry Bush

Blackberry Bush is an 8 week discussion based course in the basics of Christianity, great for getting to know people—and a great place to invite 
your friends who might want to know more about God or connect to a church home.    We share a meal, watch a short video (or sometimes hear a 
talk from the pastor), then have some open-ended discussion time.   We’ll provide more detail about the next Blackberry Bush course soon.
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Upcoming Events At Spirit Of Hope  

Sunday, October 5, "Walking Into the Future Together" at First Lutheran in Redlands 2:00 pm to 5:00 pm. This is a Pacific 
Synod planning event that will help shape the future of our ministry in southern California and how the Synod will work 
together with congregations in the future. If you would like to attend, make a note on your Communication Card or talk to 
Pastor Jay.  

Sunday, October 12 we will be having our worship service in the parking lot. Worship service will begin at 10:00 a.m. 
Please come and join us and being a friend. 

Sunday, October 26 (Reformation Day).  Trunk N Treat.

Saturday, November 1. Fall Leadership & Planning Retreat. Everyone is invited. More details will be available soon.

Sunday, November 30. Youth Sunday.

HOPE IN ACTION FOR A WORLD IN NEED



PROPERTY CONCERNS AND COSTS:  Keys and Air Conditioners

In our never ending battle with copper thieves, we’ve replaced vandalized air conditioning units with “mini splits”, a different kind of unit that deters 
theft because part of the unit is in the room being served and only part of the unit sits on the roof of the building.  These units are more efficient, 
harder to steal, and less profitable for a copper thief, so we think they’re the best thing for our facility.  But they also end up being more expensive, 
and insurance proceeds don’t cover all of our costs. We currently owe our HVAC contractor $1,117.00 for the last unit that was installed.

Gifts to Spirit of Hope, designated to “Property Fund,” will be appreciated to help us pay for these important projects.  

Hope In Action For A World In Need



Suggested Daily Readings for the Narrative Lectionary for October:

Week of October 5.  Follow the story of how Joshua took Jericho after Moses’ death. See how God led the Israelites during this time.

Sunday, Exodus 19:3-7; 20:1-17, Covenant and Commandments

Monday, Deuteronomy 34:1-12, Moses Dies

Tuesday, Joshua 1:1-9, God’s Commission to Joshua

Wednesday, Joshua 2:1-21, Spies Sent to Jericho

Thursday, Joshua 3:1-17, Israel Crosses the Jordan

Friday, Joshua 6:1-14, Jericho Taken and Destroyed

Saturday, Joshua 6:15-27, Jericho Destroyed and Rahab Spared

ASK YOURSELF:

     How did God lead the Israelites, through Joshua, during this time of transition into the Promised Land? How did God keep God’s promises?

What gods are served in your community other than God (celebrities, money, progress, etc.)? Which gods fail to live up to their promises?

Which commandments do you find hardest to follow? What gets in your way of following God’s laws? 

Suggested Prayer:

Precious Creator, in the reading of your word, make us a faithful people. Shape our lives to bring glory to your name. Amen.



Week of October 12.  Follow the story of how Samuel became the judge who anointed David as king.

Sunday, Joshua 24:1-15, Joshua Renews the Covenant

Monday, 1 Samuel 1:1-28, Samuel’s Birth and Dedication

Tuesday, 1 Samuel 3:1-18, Samuel’s Calling and Prophecies

Wednesday, 1 Samuel 7:3-15, Samuel as Judge

Thursday, 1 Samuel 8:1-22, Israel Demands a King

Friday, 1 Samuel 9:27 – 10:8, Saul Anointing as King

Saturday, 1 Samuel 16:1-13, David Anointed as King

ASK YOURSELF:

        Why did the people want a king? What did God want for the people? How did Samuel choose the kings?

How are leaders in your community chosen? What might it look like to trust in God rather than trusting in people?

What covenants or agreements have you made with God? Are these healthy (commitment to follow) or unhealthy (bargaining) agreements? What commitment 
can you make to God this week?

SUGGESTED PRAYER: 

God of grace, your word inspires our faith. Speak so that we may clearly see the options we face and have wisdom to choose those that draw us to you. Amen.



WEEK OF October 19.  Follow the stories of Solomon’s birth and rise to power, following the death of his father, David.

Sunday, 2 Samuel 12:1-9; Psalm 51:1-9, David and Bathsheba

Monday, 2 Samuel 12:15b-23, Bathsheba’s Child Dies

Tuesday, 2 Samuel 12:24-25, Solomon Is Born

Wednesday, 1 Kings 1:1-21, The Struggle for Succession

Thursday, 1 Kings 1:22-27, The Struggle for the Succession

Friday, 1 Kings 1:28-53, The Accession of Solomon

Saturday, 1 Kings 2:13-25, Solomon Consolidates His Reign

Ask Yourself:

 What role did God play in the accession of Solomon? What role did his mother, Bathsheba play? 

Where do you see power struggles within your community? In these struggles, who gets hurt? Who gains the most? How might God shape how power is 
distributed within your community?

When have you committed a sin that you were unable to see? How did you come to realize your sin? What did you do next?

Suggested Prayer:

God of grace, help us hear the promise of grace in the midst of acknowledging our failures. Give us courage to trust in your love. Amen.



Week of October 26. Follow the story of Solomon. See how God uses even imperfect humans to carry out God’s work in the world.

Sunday, 1 Kings 3:4-9, (10-15), 16-28, Solomon’s Wisdom

Monday, 1 Kings 6:1-22, Solomon Builds the Temple

Tuesday, 1 Kings 8:1-13, Dedication of the Temple

Wednesday, 1 Kings 8:54-61, Solomon Blesses the Assembly

Thursday, 1 Kings 10:1-13, Visit of the Queen of Sheba

Friday, 1 Kings 10:14-29, Visit of the Queen of Sheba

Saturday, 1 Kings 11:1-13, Solomon’s Errors

ASK YOURSELF:

       How did God bless others through Solomon? Where did Solomon succeed? Where did he fail? How did his successes and failures shape the kingdom?

Where do you see justice carried out in your community? Where do you see injustice? What might you do to further the work of justice in your community?

What does it mean to you that God chooses, calls, and equips imperfect people to do God’s work in the world? How can you use your flaws and strengths to do 
God’s work?

Suggested Prayer:  Wise and wonderful Lord, speak wisdom to our hearts in the reading of your word. Amen.



October

         Sun         Mon        Tue         Wed         Thu Fri Sat
 1

Eden Center Bible 
Study
10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

2 3
AA Meeting 
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

               

5
Shower of Blessings 
meets in the Parish Hall 
8:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.
Worship 
10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 
Monthly Birthday 
Recognition 11:30 a.m.
Monthly Birthday 
Recognition 11:30 a.m.
Walk Into The Future
First Lutheran Redlands 
2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

6 7
   

8
Eden Center Bible 
Study
10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

9 10 11
AA Meeting 
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

12
Shower of Blessings 
meets in the Parish Hall 
8:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.
Worship in the parking lot
10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
Youth Group
6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

13 14 15
Eden Center Bible 
Study
10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

16

 

17 18
AA Meeting 
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

19
Shower of Blessings 
meets in the Parish Hall 
8:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.
Worship 
10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

20 21 22
Eden Center Bible 
Study
10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

23  24  25
AA Meeting 
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

 26
Shower of Blessings 
meets in the Parish Hall 
8:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.
Worship 
10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
Youth Group
6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Reformation Day
Trunk N Treat

 27
Food Pantry bag prep
8:00 a.m.

 28
Food Pantry 
Distribution
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

 29 30 31


