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WHAT’S A LUTHERAN CHURCH?

What’s a Lutheran church?  What does it mean to be a Lutheran?  We stopped using the word “Lutheran” in our name back in 2010, 
when we adopted the new name “Spirit of Hope.”  We did this because almost nobody in San Bernardino or Highland knows what a 
Lutheran is, but they almost all know they’re not one.  So using the word “Lutheran” in our name served as a barrier to entry.  

But it’s no secret we’re a Lutheran church.  Information from the ELCA is on display in our lobby.  A current Lutheran hymnal is 
available (and sometimes even used) in our pews.  Our website has links to other Lutheran organizations.

So, we all ought to be able to answer the question, “What’s a Lutheran church?”

Perhaps the easiest answer would be to say that Lutherans think Martin Luther (and a few other important people who followed him) 
said and wrote some things that provide a good method for understanding the Bible.  But that doesn’t provide any content.  And, quite 
honestly, not all Lutherans agree on which was the most important stuff.

But you can get Lutheran theology down to four words:  Bible, Grace, Faith, Jesus. 

 At different times and in different contexts, Martin Luther used these four words to insist that our understanding of God, our faith, 
and our salvation, are based on the Bible and on God’s unconditional love for us.  We cannot earn our salvation or “be good” on our 
own.  We can only be in relationship with Him because of God’s love and God the Father’s sending of Jesus into the world.  

And it is only by relying on God’s grace, present through the Holy Spirit, not on our own efforts, that we can be better people, living the 
way God wants us to live.  

So, we could answer the question, “What’s a Lutheran church?”, by saying that Lutherans emphasize four things:  The Bible, Grace, 
Faith, and Jesus.

If you wanted to get a little more detailed, you could add two more things.  First,  Lutherans believe that Jesus sets us free from sin, 
death, and the power of the devil.  Second, having been set free, we are all (not just the pastors) called to serve God and neighbor.

Bible, Grace, Faith, Jesus
Set Free, from everything that separates us from God, by Jesus
Called to Serve God and Neighbor

Grace and peace,

Pastor Jay
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         Sun         Mon        Tue         Wed         Thu Fri Sat
1   Eden Center 
        Bible Study
      10AM - 11:30AM

Blackberry Bush
     6:30 pm

2  San Bernardino        
           City Mission
         8am to 11am

Choir 7:30pm

3 4

 5   
          Worship
    10am to 11:30am
      
     Youth Group 
 6pm to 8pm

6 7
   

8 Eden Center 
   Bible Study
10AM - 11:30AM

 Blackberry Bush
     6:30 pm

9   San Bernardino        
           City Mission
         8am to 11am

Christian Life Prep
3:45pm - 4:45pm

 
Choir 7:30pm

10

  Faith and Family 
 night 66ers baseball
      

11 
       Workday 9 am until    
            we're done

  

12        
          Worship
 10am to 11:30am

  CCLM Feeding People
        evening

13
  

  

14 15 

   Blackberry Bush
    6:30 pm

16
San Bernardino 

City Mission
    8am to 11am

Christian Life Prep
3:45pm - 4:45pm

 

17 18   
     Men's Bible Study at     
    Lutheran Church of 
            Our Savior 
       8 am to 10 am

19   
         Worship
      10am to 11:30am

 
     Youth Group 
      6pm to 8pm
 

20
    
 Council Meeting   
7pm

21 22
 Eden Center Bible 
Study  10am - 
11:30am

Blackberry Bush
     6:30 pm

23   San Bernardino       
City Mission 
      8am to 11am

 

24 25

Saturday Morning 
Women's Group
 9 am 

26         
           Worship
       10am to 11:30am

     Altar Guild after            
              Worship

        Birthday cake  
       recognition
       after Worship

27
 Food Pantry 
      Bag Prep

          8am

28
  Food Pantry     
Distribution
10am - 12pm

29
Eden Center Bible 
Study  10am - 
11:30am

30
San Bernardino       
City Mission  
 8am to 11am

 Christian Life Prep
3:45pm - 4:45pm 

31
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                                                                 Update: Paying for Heating and Air Conditioning Units

We’ve installed five new heating and air conditioning units over the last several months, replacing three old units that had been 
vandalized by copper thieves. While there’s no guarantee we can stop the copper thieves, we believe these units will be less attractive 
targets, as each unit contains less copper than the units they replaced. Mounting the units on the roof (with a portion of the unit 
actually inside the room it serves) also makes them harder to steal. We hope this discourages the folks who vandalize these units for the 
value of the scrap metal.

These units individually cost less than the units they replace, but we’ve installed more of them, and insurance proceeds from the old 
units don’t cover all of the cost. The contractor is allowing us to pay over time, and we still owe approximately $ 4,000 toward the units 
that have already been replaced. Thanks to those of you who have already contributed to the cost of these new units. Whether you’ve 
already given to this cause or not, please prayerfully consider making a donation to our property fund to help us pay for the new 
heating and air conditioning units.

Bring your Bibles
Bring your Bibles to Worship!!  We want to encourage everyone to bring their own Bibles to worship each Sunday.  Pew Bibles are 
always available if you forget, but let's start bringing our own Bibles to use.  Make notes, highlight, place a bookmark.  These things are 
all OK!  Electronic Bibles are welcome in worship too!!!  Whatever you've got, bring it and use it on Sunday mornings! 
                                                                           

                        New Member Class Coming Soon
Our New Member Class, a 3-session introduction to reading the Bible, is also a great refresher for existing members. We’ll be offering 
a new class soon. If you’d like to join the congregation, or are interested in taking the course, please call the office or talk to Pastor 
Jay.
 

                66ers Faith and Family Night Friday, May 10
You’re invited to attend the Inland Empire 66ers Faith and Family Night on Friday, May 10. If you've signed up aldready talk to 
Becky Tarts to make arraingements to get your tickets.

                Men’s Bible Study
Men’s Bible Study meets one Saturday, every other month. The next meeting will be a joint meeting with the men of Lutheran Church 
of Our Savior on Saturday, May 18th, 8-10 AM at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, Irma Miller Room (In the parish hall). If you 
would like more information please contact Rock Janecek at (951) 346-6233.



Saturday Workday: New Date
There will be a workday  May 11. We’ll be taking on a sprinkler project, starting at 9 a.m and working until we’re done. Talk to Rock 
Janecek (951-346-6233) or Rich Chandler for more information. 

Youth Group
The next meetings for the Youth Group, a group of people in the 7th through 12th grades, will be  Sunday, May 5th and 19th, at 6 
p.m. For more information please talk to our Youth Group Director, Kerri Haynes. 

Choir
Our Choir rehearses most Thursdays, at 7:30 p.m. Our next rehearsals will be Thursday, May 2nd and 9th. You're invited to join us 
in singing praises to God!

Eden Center Bible Study
The Eden Center Bible Study usually meets Wednesdays at 10 a.m. Our next meetings will be Wednesday, May 1st, 8th, 22nd 
and 29th. We’ve just started  a new Bible Study on the Book of Revelation. This would be a great time to join us. We will not meet May 
15th.

Christian Life Prep
Trying to figure out what it means to be a Christian? Classes for seventh and eighth graders (and high schoolers who have not yet made 
an Affirmation of Baptism) usually meet Thursdays at 3:45 p.m. Our next meetings will be May 9th, 16, and 30th.

Blackberry Bush 
Blackberry Bush is an 8-week discussion-based course, great for people with questions about Christianity or for getting to know people. 
We are meeting Wednesday evenings from 6:30 p.m to 8:45 p.m, in member’s homes.  Our next classes will be May 1st, 8th, 15th 
and 22nd. If you’re interested, or have questions, please talk to Jenny Evans or Pastor Jay.

Girlz of Faith
Our Girlz of Faith Women's Bible Study usually meets twice a  month at 6 p.m. in alternating homes. The Girlz will be taking a break 
until after Blackberry Bush.

Saturday Morning Women's Group
Our Saturday Morning Women’s Group normally meets monthly on Saturday mornings at 9 a.m. Our next meeting will be Saturday, 
May 25th at Coco's in Rialto.  If you'd like more information, please contact Melissa Anderson.

Altar Guild
The Altar Guild usually meets the last Sunday of the month after Worship. This  month we will meet on Sunday, May 26th. If you 
feel called to use your gifts to help facilitate Worship, please call the office or come to the meeting.

Monthly Birthday Cake and Recognition
Our next monthly birthday cake & recognition will be Sunday, May 26th, after Worship. Sign up sheets are  in the lobby for birthday 
months. If you have any questions please contact Lisa Pettit.



Thursday Breakfast: New Time
Every Thursday morning between 8 a.m and 11 a.m, the San Bernardino City Mission is serving breakfast to our community in the 
parish hall. You can help with this important ministry by showing up to help serve or to visit. For more information call the church 
office or ask Pastor Jay.

Bumper Crop Of Food
You can make a difference by helping the families served by our food pantry ministry,  Sunday May 26th. Leave a bag of food by your 
bumper before worship. Someone will pick it up and take it to the food pantry room. Let's bring in a “Bumper crop”. For more 
information contact Emily Unrine at (909)609-1071.

Food Pantry
If you can supply any of the following items, we would be grateful: pasta, beans, rice, ramen, macaroni and cheese, canned fruit, and 
spaghetti sauce. We can also use bags. We would like help on the Monday, May 29th, at 8 a.m. for bag prep. Distribution this 
month will be Tuesday, May 28th. Set up starts at 9 a.m. Please contact Bev Watnow or the church office if you would like to help in 
this important ministry.

Food Pantry Receives Grant Funds
Our Food Pantry Ministry received $3,000 in grant funds from ELCA Churchwide in April.  These funds will allow this important 
ministry to continue operating through the end of this year.  Our food costs have gone up dramatically, while we are still serving about 
140 families a month.  Your donation of funds or food can help us continue to feed the hungry in our community.

Feeding People at CCLM
We will be helping serve a meal at Central City Lutheran Mission after their worship service  Sunday evening, May 12th. Please talk 
to Amy Kamiyama if you would like to help with this ministry opportunity.  

Attention: Sunday night CCLM volunteers! If you’ve cooked, cleaned, served, provided music, led worship, or otherwise helped make Sunday 
evening worship and the accompanying meal happen at CCLM, we would like you to be our honored guest at CCLM on June 2, 2013. 
The men who have received your kindness would like to show their appreciation. 

You bring: Just yourselves, with an appetite! When: Sunday, June 2, 2013 Time: 3:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. Where: CCLM, 1354 N. G Street, 
San Bernardino, CA 92405 Please plan now to attend and spread the invitation to your congregational members. All are welcome! You 
may also have received a related invitation from Catherine Vittorio, Sunday evening volunteer coordinator of "Be † One Ministry". A 
special thanks to Catherine for coordinating this inaugural year of meals. To all those who stepped out in this new venture, allow us to 
gather you together for this celebration. See you June 2nd! Thanks for your partnership in mission!



Coming in June

Youth Dinner Saturday, June 1
Our annual Youth Dinner, a fundraiser for our youth group, will be Saturday, June 1, at 6 p.m.  You can count on a good meal, fun, 
fellowship, and a chance to win some great prizes. Tickets are $10 each and include dinner plus 20 raffles tickets. For more 
information, or to purchase tickets, please talk to Kerri Haynes or a member of our youth group.

VBS is Coming
VBS is coming Monday, June 10th thru Friday, June 14th, beginning @ 6 p.m. We make this event FREE for our neighbors. 
Donations to help cover the costs are most appreciation.

Election Meeting Sunday, June 9
Our election meeting, where we elect our council for the upcoming year, will be held Sunday, June 9, immediately after worship.  If 
you have a person in mind, who you think should be asked to serve on our church council, please make a note on the back of your 
Sunday morning communication card or talk to Rock Janecek.

CONTACT US
In person: Church Office hours are Monday through Thursday 9am to 12pm

Visit our website at spiritofhopechurch.org
By email: office@spiritofhopechurch.org

By phone: Office 909-882-2961 or Pastor Jay’s cell 951-850-9604
By mail: Spirit of Hope, 1820 E. Highland Ave., San Bernardino, CA 92404



You are invited to

The Third Annual

All American BBQ

   at 
Spirit of Hope Church
1820 E. Highland Ave

(between Del Rosa and Sterling)
Sunday, June 30th  

Noon – 3 PM
Come early and attend

 worship at 10 AM!

Bring your friends and family for FREE FAMILY FUN 

and the chance to meet new friends and neighbors.

Food
Music
Crafts
Games

Bouncers 
and more!

                      


