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PASTOR’S PAGE:  LISTEN AND LEARN

And don’t listen to your pastor.  Because he needs to learn too.

“The Christian Century” magazine recently printed an article about Ruben Duran, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America’s program director 
for new congregations, entitled “Shut Up and Learn.”  The article talks mostly about strategies and tactics that the ELCA is using in planting new 
congregations, but it could just as easily have been about strategies and tactics for reviving a congregation, like ours, in a changed neighborhood, 
like ours.  

“There are no formulas,” Duran said.  “It’s about listening and connecting.”  So, he suggests, if a neighborhood has changed around a 
congregation, the congregation needs to get to know its neighbors, to “shut up and learn.”  It’s about Relationship, Relationship, and Relationship.

The process starts with listening, with getting to know leaders in the community and people who live in the neighborhood.  Finding out what they 
care about, what they’re passionate, excited or concerned about, and what they love to do.  Sometimes this process of getting to know our 
neighbors better is called a “listening campaign.”

Think of it as “networking,” but instead of networking for the sake of getting a new or better job, networking for the sake of the Kingdom of God.  
And for the sake of doing more effective ministry in your community.  The more people we know in our community, the more we know what people 
in our community need and the more we are able to build relationships that will allow us to work together with others in our community to meet 
those needs.   Perhaps more important, the more we know and talk to our neighbors, the more room we make for the Holy Spirit to work in our 
conversations.

A “listening campaign” isn’t about cold calls or door-knocking.  It’s based on a technique sometimes called the “One To One” or the “Relational 
Meeting.”  This technique or strategy is being used by churches around the country that are in the same process we’re in—reinventing themselves 
in order to connect their communities to the Kingdom of God.

This coming Palm Sunday, March 29, we’ll have a chance to learn about this technique.  Sergio Luna, from Inland Congregations United for 
Change (ICUC), and formerly on staff at Central City Lutheran Mission, will give us a short presentation about conducting a listening campaign, 
then invite us to stay after worship for a brief workshop on the “one to one” technique.  Anyone interested will be able to receive more training later.  



I hope that many of you will join us for this initial presentation and workshop.  Just imagine how many people we could get to know—and what that 
could mean for the Kingdom of God, our community and our congregation—if ten or more of us were trained in this technique and regularly holding 
“One to One” meetings.

Please plan to attend worship on March 29, and to stay afterwards for this exciting workshop.

Grace and peace,

Pastor Jay

  



HOPE IN ACTION FOR A WORLD IN NEED

Church Council Meeting

Our next Church Council Meeting has been scheduled for Monday, March 16, at 7:00 p.m. We will meet at Becky Tarts' home. Note the new 
location.

Eden Center Bible Study

The Eden Center Bible Study usually meets Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m., but we will not meet March 4 or 18. We are now following the Gospel 
lessons we are reading in Worship on Sundays. You're invited. 

Women's Group 

Our Saturday Morning Women's Group has moved to Wednesday. Our next meeting will be in March at 6:30 p.m., at the Coco's in Rialto. All 
women are invited. Please see Melissa Anderson for more information.

Men's Bible Study

The Lutheran Church of Our Savior/Spirit of Hope Men's Joint Bible Study continues on March 21, 2015.  Refreshments will be provided. 
The Men's group meets the 3rd Saturday of every month at 8:00 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. in the Al-Burt room at Spirit of Hope on 1820 E Highland 
Avenue. All men are welcome and invited. Contact Rock Janecek at janecekr@alumni.csusb.edu or (951) 346-6233 if you have further questions.  



Youth Group

The Spirit of Hope Youth Group is for teenagers in 7th through 12th grades. Youth Group usually meets every other Sunday at 6:00 p.m. Our next 
meetings will be  March 1, 15, and 29.

Girlz of Faith

Our Girlz of Faith Women's Bible Study usually meet the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month in alternating homes.  We will not meet in 
March and will resume on April 13. All woman are invited. For further information please contact Amy Kamiyama. 

Choir

Our choir usually rehearses the Thursdays before the first two Sundays of the month, at 7:30 p.m. Our next rehearsals will be Thursday, 
March 5 and April 2. Please join us in singing praise to God. 

Food Pantry

If you've always wanted to help out with the food pantry ministry but couldn't because you work during the week, here's your chance.  We will be 
filling the bags we distribute on Sunday after worship instead of Monday like we previously have done. It is a fun ministry to join and the more 
help we get, the faster we get finished. Of course, you can still always help by donating cash or the following items; pasta, beans and rice, ramen, 
macaroni and cheese, canned fruit and spaghetti sauce.  We also are looking for one gallon zip lock baggies, paper and plastic grocery bags, and 
the plastic sleeve your newspaper comes in. If you can help or have any questions, please contact Bev Watnow at (909)-882-1186, or Rich 
Chandler at (909) 867-7287. This month's bag preparation will be after our worship service on Sunday, March 29, and our distribution will be 
Tuesday, March 31, at 10:00 a.m. with set up beginning at 8:30 a.m.  

Work Day
Our next work day is Saturday, March 28 at 9:00 a.m. to noon.

Hedge Trimmer Needed
Our electric hedge trimmer has bitten the dust.  If you have a hedge trimmer you’re not using, please consider donating it to Spirit of Hope.  
Thanks for your generosity!



Upcoming Events At Spirit Of Hope  

MID-WEEK LENTEN WORSHIP. We'll gather together with Lutheran Church of Our Savior for a simple meal and mid-week worship every Wednesday 
night during Lent.  The meal starts at 6 p.m., worship starts and 7.   March 11, and March 25, we'll be at Lutheran Church of Our Savior, 5050 North 
Sierra Way, San Bernardino, 92404.  March 4 and 18 we'll be at Spirit of Hope.  Please come make these meals and worship services part of your lenten 
discipline. 

Workday, Saturday, March 28. We will have a workday Saturday, March 28, from 9 to noon (or earlier if we get done sooner).  We will do some cleaning 
inside the sanctuary and some landscaping, hedge trimming and yard cleanup (maybe even some tree trimming) outside.   Please come and bring 
whatever tools you have that might help with these projects. 

Palm Sunday, March 29, begins Holy Week. The week that we put particular focus on the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, culminating on Easter 
Sunday.  Maundy Thursday, the night we remember Jerusalem Last Supper, you are invited to worship at Lutheran Church of Our Savior, located at 5050 
Sierra Way, San Bernardino.   We will hold a Good Friday worship service, focused on the Crucifixion of Jesus at 7 p.m., Friday, April 3. Easter 
Saturday, April 4, We will hold our Community Easter Festival, including breakfast, games and activities for kids and a short worship service in the 
Parish Hall.  If you can help with the Easter Festival, please talk to Becky Tarts. You're invited and invited to bring a friend.

Maundy Thursday, April 2. You are invited to attend the Maundy Thursday service at Lutheran Church Of Our Savior located at 5050 N. Sierra Way, San Bernardino, 
92404.

Good Friday, April 3. Our Good Friday worship service will begin at 7:00 p.m.

Easter Saturday, April 4. Easter Saturday worship and community festival.

Easter Sunday, April 5, will be a big day. We will begin with our Easter Youth Breakfast, followed by an Easter egg hunt, then a Celebration Worship 
Service at our regular 10 a.m. worship time.  

Just Walk Across the Room. This four week course will change how you think and feel about evangelism and mission.  Sharing your faith can be as easy as making 
friends and spending time with them. A class will be starting soon.  Please talk to Pastor Jay or mark your communication card in worship if you’d like to attend.

 New Member Class. Our New Member Class is a three week video and discussion based course on the basics of the Bible—what’s in it and how to read it.  The class 
is open to anyone, whether you’re a member or not.  A class will be starting soon on Sundays after worship.  Please talk to Pastor Jay or mark your communication 
card if you’re interested in this class.

FEEDING THE POOR:  SERVING DINNER AT CCLM. We have another opportunity to serve at Central City Lutheran Mission, Sunday, March 22.   
Everyone is invited to come help put on a meal that will feed those in worship, including members of the CCLM community, that evening after worship.   
Please talk to Amy Kamiyama or Becky Tarts or call the church office if you would like to serve at CCLM Sunday, March 22.

Coming Soon

God's Story - Your Story; A Saturday Morning Bible Study. You’re invited to attend a new Saturday morning Bible Study 10:00am Saturday mornings in the 
Al-Burt room.  We will look at Bible stories that show us how God has been present in the world from the beginning of creation—and how God is still with us today. A 
light breakfast will be served and child care will be provided.  Come be a part of our community as we learn more about God, how God works in our lives, and our 
place in God’s world.  And bring a friend. We’ll begin meeting soon. Look for more information in the coming weeks.



Youth Group Envelope Fundraiser 

to help our youth get to Detroit 

Please help our youth get to Detroit for the National Youth Gathering  July 15 - 19 by taking one of our colorful envelopes in 
the church lobby.  Each envelope has a dollar amount on them.  Please choose an envelope and put that dollar amount in it 
and then place it in the offering plate.  This is a simple way to help the youth who are going to Detroit to help their 
community.  We still need about $3,500.00 for airfare, hotel and food.  Thanks for making a difference in the lives of our 
teenagers. 

HALOS Youth Group 

HOPE IN ACTION FOR A WORLD IN NEED



Suggested Daily Readings for the Narrative Lectionary:

Week of March 1.  Follow the parables and teachings of Jesus, as Jesus challenged followers to do more for God’s kingdom.

Sunday, Matthew 20:1-16, Laborers in the Vineyard

Monday, Psalm 16:5-8, Psalm

Tuesday, Matthew 16:1-12, Teachings of Jesus

Wednesday, Matthew 16:13-23, Jesus Foretells His Death

Thursday, Matthew 17:9-27, Teachings of Jesus

Friday, Matthew 18:10-14, Parables of Jesus

Saturday, Matthew 19:1-30, Teachings of Jesus

Ask Yourself:  What is God’s role in the parables Jesus told?  

Where are wages just and where are they unjust within your community? What would happen if Jesus’ idea of abundant generosity was played out in your 
community?

What difference does it make to your life that you have been given abundant, unearned, generous love from God?

Try This: Be an extravagant tipper this week. Notice how practicing abundant generosity changes you.

Suggested Prayer:  Generous God, our hearts are sometimes stingy. Speak love to us in the reading of your word. Amen.

Week of March 8. Follow the teachings and actions of Jesus. See how his actions angered and frightened those in power.

Sunday, Matthew 22:1-14, Wedding Banquet

Monday, Psalm 45:6-7, Psalm



Tuesday, Matthew 20:17-34, Works of Jesus

Wednesday, Matthew 21:12-22, Jesus Cleanses the Temple

Thursday, Matthew 21:23-27, The Authority of Jesus Questioned

Friday, Matthew 21:28-32, Parables of Jesus

Saturday, Matthew 21:33-46, Parables of Jesus

Ask Yourself:  How did Jesus’ actions and teachings point toward the cross and resurrection?

 Who are the insiders and who are the outsiders in your community? What happens when the lines get blurred? Who benefits when insiders and outsiders begin to 
work together? Who is hurt?

How is Jesus’ parable of the wedding banquet good news for you? How is it bad news? Which do you prefer to see: the good or the bad?

Try This:  Invite someone to coffee that you normally would not invite (a co-worker, a neighbor, a parishioner). Come with no expectations. Enjoy the company 
of someone new.

Suggested Prayer: God who keeps inviting, help us hear your invitation to live as the word suggests. Amen.

Week of March 15.  Follow the parables and teachings of Jesus, as Jesus challenged followers to do more for God’s kingdom.

Sunday, Matthew 25:1-13, (25:14-30), Bridesmaids (or Talents)

Monday, Psalm 43:3-4, Psalm

Tuesday, Matthew 22:15-33, Questions for Jesus

Wednesday, Matthew 22:34-46, The Greatest Commandment

Thursday, Matthew 23:1-36, Woes

Friday, Matthew 23:37-39, Lament over Jerusalem

Saturday, Matthew 24:1-28, Teachings of Jesus

Ask Yourself:  How is the tone of these later chapters different from earlier chapters? What was Jesus trying to tell people?

Do people live as if Jesus might return any day? How might your community look different if people behaved as if Jesus was on his way?

What is one thing you can change about your routine or behaviors so that you are behaving as if Jesus was going to return at any moment?



Try This: Make a bucket list of 5-10 things you would like to do before Jesus’ return. Challenge yourself to plan and do one of the things on your list. Consider 
how the items on your list benefit others, and how they might change you for the better.

Suggested Prayer: 

O God most wise, speak wisdom to our lives in your word today. Amen.

Week of March 22.  Follow the parables and teachings of Jesus, as Jesus moved ever closer to the cross.

Sunday, Matthew 25:31-46, Last Judgment

Monday, Psalm 98:7-9, Psalm

Tuesday, Matthew 24:29-51, Teachings of Jesus

Wednesday, Matthew 25:14-30, Parables of Jesus

Thursday, Matthew 26:1-5, The Plot to Kill Jesus

Friday, Matthew 26:6-13, The Anointing at Bethany

Saturday, Matthew 26:14-16, Judas Agrees to Betray Jesus

Ask Yourself:  How did the actions of Jesus and his disciples lead him toward the cross? 

What are some signs you observe in today’s culture that indicate we are in need of Jesus’ presence now more than ever? How would Jesus be received if he 
walked on the earth today?

In what ways have you betrayed Jesus? How could you make a change so that Jesus is first in your life?

Try This:  Do one of the following this week: feed the hungry or thirsty, welcome a stranger, give clothing to those in need, visit someone who is sick or in 
prison. Notice how serving others affects you.

Suggested Prayer: God who is found in the least of these, by your word, shape our hearts and vision to look for you in humble circumstance. Amen.

Week of March 29 (Palm Sunday).  Follow the stories of Jesus’ final days on the earth.

Sunday, Matthew 21:1-13, Triumphal Entry

Monday, Psalm 118:26-29, Psalm

Tuesday, Matthew 27:1-14, Passion



Wednesday, Matthew 27:15-26, Passion

Thursday, Matthew 26:17-30, Words of Institution

Friday, Matthew 27:27-61, Crucifixion

Saturday, Matthew 27:62-66, The Guard at the Tomb

Ask Yourself:  What unique details stand out in Matthew’s account of Jesus’ passion? Which are familiar? Which are not? 

Where do you see the presence of a dying Jesus in the world today? Where do you see the presence of a resurrected Jesus?

What are you most afraid of? How can Jesus’ presence in your life help you overcome your fear?

Do This:  Attend Holy Week worship services this week. Write down one thing you get from each service. Carry it with you and reflect on it throughout the 
weekend.

Suggested Prayer: God who comes in peace, sharpen our awareness to hear what is not said in your word today. Amen.



March  

Sun Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday                Friday Saturday
1
Shower of Blessings 
meets in the Parish Hall 
8:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.
Worship 
10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
Monthly Birthday 
Recognition 11:30 a.m.
Youth Group
6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

2  3 4 5
Choir Rehearsal
7:30 p.m.  

6 7
AA Meeting 
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

               

8
Shower of Blessings 
meets in the Parish Hall 
8:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.
Worship 
10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 
Daylight Savings

9 10
   

11
Eden Center Bible 
Study
10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

12 13 14
AA Meeting 
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

15
Shower of Blessings 
meets in the Parish Hall 
8:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.
Worship 
10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
Youth Group
6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

16
Church Council 
Meeting 7: 00 p.m.

17 18 19

 

20 21
AA Meeting 
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Men's Bible Study 
Al-Burt room 8:00 a.m. to 
9:30 a.m.

22
Shower of Blessings 
meets in the Parish Hall 
8:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.
Worship 
10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
Serving at CCLM

23 24 25
Eden Center Bible 
Study
10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

26  27  28
AA Meeting all day in the 
Parrish Hall 

Workday
9:00 a.m. to noon

29
Shower of Blessings 
meets in the Parish Hall 
8:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.
Worship 
10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
Youth Group
6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
Food Pantry bag prep
after worship 
Palm Sunday

 30 31
Food Pantry 
Distribution
10:00 a.m. to noon

 1
Eden Center Bible 
Study
10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

2
Maundy Thursday

3
Good Friday
Worship at 7:00 p.m

4
Easter Saturday
Community festival in 
a.m. 


