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TRANSFORMATIONAL MINISTRY

I discovered a year ago that Spirit of Hope had been designated a “Transformational Ministry” site by ELCA’s Office for Congregational and Synodical Mis-
sion. (Now try to say that fast three times.) Most congregations with this designation specifically applied to be in the program and sent their pastor to receive
particular training. We simply ended up in “Transformational Ministry” when the category we were in previously ceased to exist after a reorganization of
ELCA’s Churchwide office.

Why did I bother to tell you this? Because I’ve recently come to realize how great a fit Transformational Ministry is for us here at Spirit of Hope—and how
well it describes what we’re actually doing. This program is intended for congregations that “need a new missional identity in order to focus on ministry in a
new way.”

That’s exactly what we’ve been doing at Spirit of Hope for the last two years. In June of 2010 we made several decisions, the most significant one being to
reestablish ourselves as a “Mission congregation,” thinking and acting like a mission congregation in our current location. Our overall goal was to connect
better with the community around us so that we could better connect people with Jesus Christ and the Kingdom of God.

We’ve made great strides in the last two years. We’ve revamped our worship service to be a better missional fit with the larger San Bernardino/Highland com-
munity; become much more welcoming of and attentive to visitors and guests; and focused on basic Bible and doctrinal teaching (both in worship and in
groups). Blackberry Bush has provided opportunities to invite our friends to non-threatening spiritual discussions and for members to get to know each other
better. It has also provided opportunities for personal encounters with Jesus and His Spirit. As our Food Pantry ministry has grown, we’ve partnered with
Child and Family Services and focused on more intentionally getting to know the people we serve. Our parking lot parties have been successful, and we’ve be-
come more intentional about getting to know people from the neighborhood who show up.

Our council has become a team of spiritual leaders, not just the people who handle our business and legal obligations. Instead of committees, we have teams
of people who work to accomplish particular ministry tasks.

We’ve got more to do—particularly related to finding ways to better connect with the community around us so that we can connect people with Jesus and His
Kingdom. The council is currently looking at possibilities for providing an after school program on our site, and at seeing if we can help organize a neighbor-
hood watch program. The list of things that would meet needs in our neighborhood is endless. This is just a start.

Our Election Meeting will be held after worship on Sunday, June 17. The agenda will be short and will contain only two items. First, the congregation council
has recommended that we extend Resolution # 2010-1, originally passed in June of 2010. This resolution affects the makeup of the congregation council and
other governance issues, and is intended to be temporary, allowing us time to devise a Constitution that actually reflects the way we operate. Rather than fo-
cusing on revising corporate documents, our council wants to keep focusing on the changes we still need to make in our ministry. So we’re recommending
that the Resolution be extended another two years. Copies of this Resolution will be available in the lobby on Sundays, June 10 and 17.

Second, we will elect our congregation council for the coming year.
Please join us June 17 after worship for a short meeting that will take care of some important business in the life of our congregation.

Grace and peace,
Pastor Jay
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HERE’S WHAT’S GOING ON AT SPIRIT OF HOPE THIS MONTH.

VBS ICE CREAM SOCIAL
Our VBS Ice Cream Social fundraiser will be held Sunday, June 3rd after Worship. We’ll enjoy ice cream and fellowship; please come join us.

YOUTH GROUP
The next Youth Group meetings will be Sunday, June 3rd and 20th at 6 p.m.

OUR ANNUAL YOUTH DINNER
Annual Youth Dinner will be held Saturday, June 9th at 6:00 p.m. Tickets are $10.00 for dinner, dessert and 20 raffle tickets. We have alot of great prizes, so
please come and enjoy fellowship, food and fun. We will be selling tickets after Worship. If you have any questions please contact Kerri Haynes at (909)204-8794.

EDEN CENTER BIBLE STUDY
The Eden Center Bible Study meets everyWednesday at 10 a.m.We are watching a 12 week video series on “The Life of Jesus”. Our next meetings will be
June 6th, 13th, 20th.We will not meet June 27th. We’re saving a place for you!

NEW MEMBERS RECEPTION

Please join us in welcoming new members into our congregation during Worship June 10th.

CHRISTIAN LIFE PREP
Trying to figure out what it means to be a Christian? Classes for seventh and eighth graders (and high schoolers who have not yet made an Affirmation of Baptism)
meet on Thursdays. Our next class will be June 14th from 4 to 6 p.m.

GIRLZ OF FAITH
Our last meeting before summer break will be Tuesday, June 12th at 6 p.m. The meeting will be held at Jenny Evan’s home.

SATURDAY MORNING WOMEN’S GROUP
Our Saturday Morning Women’s Group meets monthly on Saturday mornings at 9 a.m. Our next meeting will be in June.

Now, a free concert that lasts one hour by the Youth Group
of Bethel Lutheran of Cupertino, California

Central City Lutheran Mission is hosting Common Ground Tour June 15th at 5:30 p.m. The concert is free; the Mission will be selling Mexican food after the
concert. For more information please call (909) 381-6921.
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ELECTION MEETING

Our annual election meeting, at which we will elect our church council for next year and to vote on resolution 2010-1 a recommendation to cont. how we
elect our council will be Sunday, June 17th after worship. Please plan on attending.

VBS
Vacation Bible School will be heldMonday June 18th though Friday June 22nd, from 6 p.m. to 8:15 p.m.We will have crafts and games, bible stories
and tasty snacks. All ages are welcome, children 3 and younger may attend with adult supervision. Preregistration appreciated, walk-ins welcome and as al-
ways, it’s free.

FOOD PANTRY
Bev is looking for people who can help with the shopping. If you can supply, any of the items below we would be grateful: Pasta, beans, rice, ramen, mac
& cheese, canned fruit and spaghetti sauce. We can also use bags. Please contact the church office or Bev. We would like help on theMonday before dis-
tribution at 8 a.m for bag prep. Distribution is the last Tuesday of every month: June 26th. Set up starts at 9 a.m.

MEN’S GROUP
The Mighty Men are still on hiatus; look for more information coming soon.

YOUTH GATHERING TRIP
Spirit Of Hope youth group is going to New Orleans for the national ELCA Youth Gathering this year. We are going back as friends to help rebuild the
city again like we did in 2009. There are five youths (Frederick Haynes, Elias Haynes, Jeremy Gutierrez, Jessica Evans and Katie Kamiyama) along with two
adults (Lyle and Kerri Haynes) going on the trip in July of this year. We still need to raise about 3,000.00. You will see muliple envelopes hanging in the
lobby of the church. They are numbered from $1 to $100. If you would like to donate to the youth group then you can pull off the envelope or envelopes
with the amount you can donate and put that money inside. You will then give it to Kerri Haynes or Lisa Gutierrez, or just put it in the offering plate (if
you are putting it in the offering plate please make sure you let us know who donated the money). Anyone who donates any amount of money in this
fundraiser will be added to a list and the youth will provide a free lunch with power point presentation about the National Youth Gathering as a thank you.

CONTACT US
In person: Church Office hours are Monday through Thursday 9am to 12pm

Visit our website at spiritofhopechurch.org
By email: office@spiritofhopechurch.org

By phone: Office 909-882-2961 or Pastor Jay’s cell 951-850-9604
By mail: Spirit of Hope, 1820 E. Highland Ave., San Bernardino, CA 92404


