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      "Hope In Action for a World in Need"



PASTOR’S PAGE:  Safety, Security, and the Rule and Reign of God

 We live in a messed up world.  In the face of expectations we can’t meet, people lie, cheat, and steal.  And they use violence when their anxieties overtake them, 
to try to get their way, or to take out their frustrations.  

 You may have heard about an incident that occurred recently in our parking lot, when a resident of the Eden Center was injured.  She was pushed, fell, and 
broke her arm.  At this point, I have enough information to share what I know.

 First, the person who committed the assault has been arrested and charged.  She will probably spend the next several months or years in jail.

 Second, the incident was not random.  The Eden Center resident and the woman who pushed her had previously had an argument in which some pretty nasty 
things were said.  They confronted each other again on our property immediately before this recent incident occurred.

 This leads to some suggestions that would be helpful whether you’re in our parking lot, or at Stater Bros., Wal-Mart, or a restaurant on Hospitality Lane.  First, 
pay attention to your surroundings and use some common sense.  Second, don’t be confrontational with people or stop to argue with someone who approaches 
you.  A perceived slight or insult isn’t worth getting attacked.  Look for ways to de-escalate conflict, not ramp it up.  Finally (and this should seem obvious), please 
don’t call people names, swear at them, or otherwise treat people with disrespect.  You probably have a pretty good idea what names or words would be offensive 
to someone else.  Don’t use them.

 More importantly, how we respond to this incident will decide much about our ministry in the future.  We could decide to be afraid.  Or we could decide that we 
will love the people in our neighborhood, as Jesus loved those he encountered.  We will get to decide whether our words will be connected to our actions, in a 
neighborhood that certainly demonstrates the messed-up, broken, dysfunctional nature of our world.  

 We say that the good news of Jesus Christ has the power to change lives, to change the world.  We say that Jesus brought the Kingdom of Heaven, the 
Kingdom of God, the rule and reign of God into the world in which we live.  

 And we say that we’re called to take God’s rule and reign with us wherever we go, loving people who Jesus loves (that’s everybody, including people we might 
call “the least of these;” even people we might think are our enemies) and sharing with them the Good News of the Kingdom.  And we say that, as we do this, 
Jesus, through His Holy Spirit, is with us.  

 The question is whether we believe it.  Even more, the question is whether we’re willing to do it.

 Jesus came into our messed up, broken, violent, world to bring true peace and love.  He told his disciples not to be afraid, because God was with them, no 
matter what.  We have a choice.  We can be afraid, or we can be the bearers of God’s peace and God’s love.  We can help connect our community to the 
Kingdom of God.

 We can be “Hope in Action for a World in Need.”

 Grace and peace,

Pastor Jay  



Church Council Meeting

Our next Church Council Meeting has been scheduled for Monday, January 19, at 7:00 p.m. We will meet at the Kamiyama home. 

Eden Center Bible Study

The Eden Center Bible Study usually meets Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m. We are now following the Gospel lessons we are reading in Worship on 
Sundays. You're invited. 

Women's Group 

Our Saturday Morning Women's Group has moved to Wednesday. Our next meeting will be 6:30 p.m., Wednesday, January 28, at the Coco's in 
Rialto. All women are invited. Please see Melissa Anderson for more information.

Men's Bible Study

The Lutheran Church of Our Savior/Spirit of Hope Men's Joint Bible Study continues on January 17, 2015.  Refreshments will be provided. The 
Men's group meets the 3rd Saturday of every month at 8:00 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. in the Al-Burt room at Spirit of Hope on 1820 E Highland 
Avenue. All men are welcome and invited. Contact Rock Janecek at janecekr@alumni.csusb.edu or (951) 346-6233 if you have further questions.  

Youth Group

The Spirit of Hope Youth Group is for teenagers in 7th through 12th grades. Youth Group usually meets every other Sunday at 6:00 p.m. Our next 
meeting will be  January 18. 

Girlz of Faith

Our Girlz of Faith Women's Bible Study usually meet the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month in alternating homes.  Our next meetings will be 
January 12 and 26, at 6:45 p.m. All woman are invited. For further information please contact Amy Kamiyama. 



Choir

Our choir usually rehearses the Thursdays before the first two Sundays of the month, at 7:30 p.m. Our next rehearsals will be Thursday, 
January 8. Please join us in singing praise to God. 

Food Pantry

If you've always wanted to help out with the food pantry ministry but couldn't because you work during the week, here's your chance.  We will be 
filling the bags we distribute on Sunday after worship instead of Monday like we previously have done. It is a fun ministry to join and the more 
help we get, the faster we get finished. Of course, you can still always help by donating cash or the following items; pasta, beans and rice, ramen, 
macaroni and cheese, canned fruit and spaghetti sauce.  We also are looking for one gallon zip lock baggies, paper and plastic grocery bags, and 
the plastic sleeve your newspaper comes in. If you can help or have any questions, please contact Bev Watnow at (909)-882-1186, or Rich 
Chandler at (909) 867-7287. This month's bag preparation will be after our worship service on Sunday, January 25, and our distribution will be 
Tuesday, January 27, at 10:00 a.m. with set up beginning at 8:30 a.m.  

HOPE IN ACTION FOR A WORLD IN NEED



Upcoming Events At Spirit Of Hope  

Putting Christmas decorations away might not be as much fun as getting them out, but it’s time.  Saturday, January 10, we’ll meet at 9 a.m. to put the 
Christmas decorations back in their boxes until next Advent.  Many hands will make light work—and the project go quickly.  Thanks in advance for helping us 
out.

 

Workday, Saturday, January 24. We’ll have a workday Saturday, January 24, from 9 to noon (or earlier if we get done sooner).    We’ll do some cleaning inside 
the sanctuary and some landscaping, hedge trimming and yard cleanup (maybe even some tree trimming) outside.  Please come and bring whatever tools you 
have that might help with these projects. 

 

Annual Meeting Sunday, January 25. Our Annual Meeting will be Sunday, January 25, after worship.  We’ll share a potluck meal in the Parish Hall, celebrate 
our ministries’ successes, elect voting members to the next Pacifica Synod Assembly (May 28 through 30 in Riverside),  elect our nominating committee for the 
year and elect one new member of our audit committee (boy that sounds like fun).  And—did we say this already—we’ll eat!

Hedge Trimmer Needed. Our electric hedge trimmer has bitten the dust.  If you have a hedge trimmer you’re not using, please consider donating it to Spirit of 
Hope.   Thanks for your generosity!

 

Just Walk Across the Room. This four week course will change how you think and feel about evangelism and mission.  Sharing your faith can be as easy as 
making friends and spending time with them.  A class will be starting soon.  Please talk to Pastor Jay or mark your communication card in worship if you’d like to 
attend.

 

New Member Class. Our New Member Class is a three week video and discussion based course on the basics of the Bible—what’s in it and how to read it.  
The class is open to anyone, whether you’re a member or not.  A class will be starting soon on Sundays after worship.  Please talk to Pastor Jay or mark your 
communication card if you’re interested in this class.



Coming Soon

God's Story - Your Story; A Saturday Morning Bible Study. 

You’re invited to attend a new Saturday morning Bible Study 10:00am Saturday mornings in the Al-Burt room.  We will look 

at Bible stories that show us how God has been present in the world from the beginning of creation—and how God is still with us today.   

A light breakfast will be served and child care will be provided.  Come be a part of our community as we learn more about God, how 

God works in our lives, and our place in God’s world.  And bring a friend. We’ll begin meeting soon. Look for more information in the coming 
weeks.
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Week of January 4.  Follow the stories of God’s people in Egypt.

Sunday, Matthew 2:13-23, Flight to Egypt

Monday, Psalm 11:1-3, Psalm

Tuesday, Exodus 1:8-22, Israelites are Oppressed

Wednesday, Exodus 2:1-11, Birth of Moses

Thursday, Exodus 12:29-32, Death of the Firstborn

Friday, Hosea 11:1-12, A Promise Out of Egypt

Saturday, Jeremiah 31:15-17, Rachel Laments Her Children

ASK YOURSELF:  What does it say about Jesus that his story looks like the story of Moses, whom the Jews honored and revered as holy? 

What geographic locations hold special meaning to those in your community? What makes those places special? How do you celebrate those 
places?

Reflect on where you anticipate your life’s journey will take you in the coming year. What are you anxious about? What are you looking forward to?

Suggested Prayer: God who works in mysterious ways, speak faith to us when understanding is hard. Speak trust when pain is great. Amen.

Week of January 11.  Read about prophesies that promised a Messiah from King David’s heir.



Sunday, Matthew 3:1-17, Jesus’ Baptism

Monday, Psalm 2:7-8, Psalm

Tuesday, Judges 13:1-7, The Birth of Samson

Wednesday, Isaiah 11:1-9, God’s Peaceful Kingdom

Thursday, Zechariah 3:1-10, Joshua and Satan

Friday, Numbers 31:21-24, Cleansing by Fire

Saturday, Isaiah 40:1-11, A Voice in the Wilderness

ASK YOURSELF:  What did God promise the people? How does the story of Jesus’ baptism connect with the prophetic scripture readings? 

How does your community of faith honor its baptismal promises for those who are baptized?

How do you claim God’s baptismal promises in your daily life? What difference does your baptism make in your life?

Visit a body of water near your home (a lake, ocean, or river). Reflect on how God’s baptismal promises show up in your life.

Suggested Prayer:  You, O God, call us to turn to you daily. Open our ears to hear your word and our lives to follow you. Amen.

Week of January 18. Follow these stories of temptation and Jesus’ early ministry.

Sunday, Matthew 4:1-17, Tempted in the Wilderness

Monday, Psalm 91:9-12, Psalm

Tuesday, Genesis 1:26-27, Creation of Humanity

Wednesday, Genesis 3:1-7, Temptation in the Garden of Eden

Thursday, Deuteronomy 8:1-10, A Warning from God



Friday, Matthew 4:18-22, Jesus Calls the First Disciples

Saturday, Matthew 4:23-25, Jesus Ministers to Crowds of People

Ask Yourself:  How does temptation help or hinder people’s relationships with God? 

How does a community come to agreement about which laws, rules, or norms are to be followed? Which rules or norms are unique to your setting? 
How are they followed? How are they enforced?

What tempts you the most? How can your faith help you resist temptation?

Choose one temptation to resist this week. Look at the challenge not as a punishment, but as an opportunity to be free from the object of your 
temptation. Notice how you feel after one week of abstinence.

Suggested Prayer:  God who gives strength when we are tempted, remind us as we hear your word that you understand what we face. Thank you 
for sending Jesus. Amen.

Week of January 25.  Follow these stories of Jesus’ sermon on the mountain.

Sunday, Matthew 5:1-20, Beatitudes

Monday, Psalm 1:1-3, Psalm

Tuesday, Matthew 5:21-26, Concerning Anger

Wednesday, Matthew 5:27-32, Concerning Adultery and Divorce

Thursday, Matthew 5:33-42, Concerning Oaths and Retaliation

Friday, Matthew 5:43-48, Love for Enemies

Saturday, Matthew 6:1-6, Concerning Almsgiving

ASK YOURSELF:  What does Jesus’ sermon tell us about the nature of God? What is God’s role in our world? What is our role?

How do the guidelines in Jesus’ sermon shape your community? Which are necessary today? Which have been adjusted to reflect the modern era? 
How can a community remain faithful to God’s laws?



Where do you see yourself in the hierarchy of your community? How does the impact of Jesus’ sermon on your life change if you place yourself 
somewhere else in the hierarchical continuum?

TRY THIS:  Set your week’s grocery budget at half of what you normally spend. Find ways to provide for yourself and/or your household with this 
lowered budget. Reflect on the challenges and joys of this activity.

Suggested Prayer: God who blesses in unexpected ways, give peace to those who need it as your word is read. Give challenge to those who need it 
at the same time. Amen.

Week of February 1. Follow these stories of Jesus’ miracles, teachings, and healings.

Sunday, Matthew 6:7-34, Treasure in Heaven

Monday, Psalm 20:7, Psalm

Tuesday, Matthew 7:1-29, Teachings of Jesus

Wednesday, Matthew 8:1-17, Healings of Jesus

Thursday, Matthew 8:18-27, Miracles of Jesus

Friday, Matthew 8:28-9:8, Healings of Jesus

Saturday, Matthew 9:9-17, Call of Matthew

ASK YOURSELF:  How are Jesus’ miracles, teachings, and healings connected? What do they tell people about Jesus’ role in the world? 

How is the accumulation of more encouraged in your community? What media or messages could you stop listening to so that you could limit your exposure to 
those messages?

Name three things you wish you had more of. Reflect on how the desire for more shapes your behaviors and attitudes.

TRY THIS:  Limit your exposure to TV, internet, and other media this week. First, notice how you spend that recovered time. Second, notice how you feel after 
limited exposure to messages that encourage the accumulation of more.

Suggested Prayer: God who provides what we need, encourage our faith through the reading of your word. Help us listen, hear and 
understand. Amen.



January 

         Sun         Mon        Tue         Wed         Thu Fri Sat
 1

Happy New year

2 3
AA Meeting 
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

               

4
Shower of Blessings 
meets in the Parish Hall 
8:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.
Worship 
10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 
Monthly Birthday 
Recognition 11:30 a.m.

5 6
   

7
Eden Center Bible 
Study
10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

8
Choir rehearsal  
7:30 p.m.

9 10
AA Meeting 
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

11
Shower of Blessings 
meets in the Parish Hall 
8:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.
Worship in the parking lot
10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

12 13 14
Eden Center Bible 
Study
10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

15

 

16 17
AA Meeting 
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

18
Shower of Blessings 
meets in the Parish Hall 
8:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.
Worship 
10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
Youth Group
6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

19
Council Meeting 
7:00 p.m.  - 10:00 p.m.

20 21
Eden Center Bible 
Study
10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

22  23  24
AA Meeting 
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Work day
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

 25
Shower of Blessings 
meets in the Parish Hall 
8:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.
Worship 
10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
Annual Meeting 
After Worship
Food Pantry bag prep
After Worship & Meetings 

 26  27
Food Pantry 
Distribution
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

 28
Eden Center Bible 
Study
10:00 a.m. to 11:30

29
Choir rehearsal  
7:30 p.m.

30 31
AA Meeting 
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Queens Court


