
Raising the Poor and Lifting the Needy

Psalm 113 begins by calling people to “Praise the Lord.” The psalmist then gives two different reasons for praising God.

First, we praise God because of who He is. The Psalmist asks,“Who is like the Lord, our God?” God is above and beyond our ability to compre-
hend or describe, yet He stops to look down at the heavens and the earth.

Second, we praise God because of what He does. God restores those who are outcasts and provides blessings to those who are in need. The Lord
“raises the poor from the dust” and “lifts the needy from the ash heap” (verse 7). People may be poor and needy in many different ways: emo-
tionally, spiritually, physically, economically, or educationally, for example. Most of us have needs in more than one of these areas.

The Lord sometimes acts in ways that can best be described as miraculous or supernatural. God also acts, however, in and through events and
people. At the end of the Babylonian Captivity, for example, God raised the people of Israel from the dust through the actions of the Persian
Empire and its king, Cyrus.

As we grow in our relationships with Jesus, we come to love Him more and to love others, to want to be used by God to serve the poor and
needy. As a congregation, we can let God use us to raise and lift each other. And we can let God use us to raise and lift others in the commu-
nity around us.

We’re now sixteen months into being “Spirit of Hope,” into our attempt to bring the hope of the Kingdom of God into our community in new
ways. We have made what might be the easiest changes to make—a less formal worship structure, mixing old and new worship songs, a preaching
style aimed at teaching the biblical text. The next set of changes may be harder, if only because they will require us to do something new, instead
of doing differently something we already do.

How will we lift the poor and needy, whatever the nature of the need? How will we use the resources God has given us in order to further His
Kingdom on Highland Avenue? Will we offer after-school programming? Will we !nd ways to feed more people? With Letty’s closing, will we

!nd a way to provide childcare or pre-school? What needs in the community could God use us to !ll?

Join us at our annual meeting, Sunday, January 29, after worship, as we both report on our progress for 2011 and begin some discussions about
how we can be used by God to raise the poor and the needy in our community.

Grace and peace,

Pastor Jay
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SUNDAY SCHOOL PLAY
We are pleased to present our Sunday School Christmas play, For The Glory Of The King, during Worship on January 1st.

PASTOR JAY’S VACATION

Pastor Jay will be on vaction January 10th through January 25th. During that time if you need emergency Pastorial care please contact Rev. Tim Drom at
(909) 261-2099.

ANNUAL MEETING

Our Annual Meeting will be held on January 29th after Worship.

WELCA COAT AND SWEATER DRIVE
WELCA is colleting warm coats, sweaters, sweat shirts, sweat pants, warm PJ’s, etc. for the Food Pantry. Please bring them to church between now and
February 1st.

CSUSB Basketball Game
At 7:30 p.m on both Saturday, January 21st and Saturday, February 11th you, your friends and family are invited to watch CSUSB play basketball
against Sonoma St. then against Chico St. Tickets are free. If you are interested in attending either or both games the sign-up sheets are in the lobby or
contact the church office.

CHOIR
We will meet at 7:30 p.m. on Thursday, January 5th and 26th. If you like to sing, please join us.

CHRISTIAN LIFE PREP
Trying to figure out what it means to be a Christian? Classes for seventh and eighth graders (and high schoolers who have not yet made an Affirmation of
Baptism) meet on Thursdays, we will meet on January 5th and 26th from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m.

YOUTH GROUP
The Youth Group meets at 6 p.m. every other Sunday in the Youth room. The next meetings will be Sunday, January 1st, 15th and 29th at 6 p.m. Hope
to see you there.

EDEN CENTER BIBLE STUDY
The Eden Center Bible Study meetsWednesdays, at 10 a.m.We will meetWednesday, January 4th.We are currently studying God’s Love as described
in the letters of John.

GIRLZ OF FAITH
Our Girlz Of Faith Women’s Bible Study meets the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of the month, at 6 p.m.We will meet January 3rd and 17th. Come and join us
as we seek to become closer to Jesus through service and study.

WORKDAY
Our workdays in January will be Saturday the 14th anytime between 9 a.m and 2 p.m and Sunday the 15th after Worship. You can help by giving back to
God of your time and talents. Contact Rich Chandler if you have any questions at (909) 867-7287.



FOOD PANTRY
Last month we fed over 240 families, we are asking for donations. If you can supply any of the items below we would be grateful: Pasta, beans, rice,
ramen, mac & cheese, canned fruit and spaghetti sauce. We would like more help on theMonday before distribution at 8 a.m for bag prep. You can serve
God’s Kingdom by contributing to this mission. Distribution is the last Tuesday of every month: January 31st. Set up starts at 9 a.m.

MEN’S GROUP
The Mighty Men meet first and third Wednesdays of the month at 7:30 p.m beginningWednesday, January 4th. at Kenny Ungs house, and January 18th,
location has not been determined.

SATURDAY MORNING WOMEN’S GROUP
Our Saturday Morning Women’s Group meets monthly on Saturday mornings. The next meeting will be January 28th at 9 a.m. The location has not
been determined.

CENTRAL CITY LUTHERAN MISSION CALLS NEW PASTOR
Pastor David Nagler was born and raised in Southern California. His family lived in Anaheim, El Monte, Lancaster, and Simi Valley. David graduated from
Simi Valley High School in 1982. His educational journey after high school led him to Humboldt State University for a B.A. in Psychology; to the Univer-
sity of Redlands for a M.A. in Counseling; Master of Divinity degree. Lutheran Church in Encinitas, California as the Pastor for Child, Youth, and Family
Ministries. He then took a call to serve as the Director for Project Shalom (an interfaith dialogue ministry) in Madagascar. When he returned to the United
States, he served as Senior Pastor of Christ Lutheran Church in San Diego. After 6 years there, he took the call to Nativity Lutheran Church in Bend, Ore-
gon. David’s ministry has focused on rejuvenating congregations that have been in decline. He has led congregations through the process reconnecting
with their neighbors. He believes in the power of the Gospel to provide hope and to a call to justice for those both inside and outside the church walls.
David is married to Ivy Nagler. Ivy has worked in international economics through the United States Development Bank. She has also worked as a yoga
instructor, a Zumba dance instructor, and a pastry chef. David has twin daughters who are studying abroad this year. Rachel and Naomi are 20 years old.
Rachel is pursuing degrees in French and Linguistics. Naomi is working on a degree Installation will be on Saturday February 25, 2012 at 2:00 PM in the
Mission Sanctuary.

CONTACT US
In person: Church Office hours are Monday through Thursday 9am to 12pm

Visit our website at spiritofhopechurch.org
By email: office@spiritofhopechurch.org

By phone: Office 909-882-2961 or Pastor Jay’s cell 951-850-9604
By mail: Spirit of Hope, 1820 E. Highland Ave., San Bernardino, CA 92404


