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Pastor’s Report

“You Are the Light of the World”

I continue to be amazed by the people of Spirit of Hope.  Many congregations are simply unable to make serious changes.  They aren’t able (or 
perhaps willing) to break out of old patterns that served well in the past but don’t any more.  The people of Spirit of Hope have been willing and 
able, over the last several years, to make changes necessary to build better connections with the community around us, to connect the community 
to Christ and the Kingdom of God.  In a dark world, we’ve taken seriously Jesus’ statement, “You are the light of the world.”  Matthew 5:14.  

We have successfully accomplished many of the things that we set out to do back in 2010.  We developed a friendlier, more welcoming culture.  
We focused on basic Bible and doctrinal teaching.  We developed a consistent worship format that is a good fit for our community.  We began to 
think and act like a mission congregation.  We found new ways to invite people to experience the presence of Jesus, the presence of Jesus that 
changes lives.  

A year ago we adopted a new Purpose Statement, “Hope in Action for a World in Need,” which both describes what we hope we are now and gives 
us a vision of what we could grow into in the future. 

Last year we went through a review process with representatives from ELCA Churchwide and our Pacifica Synod, and we formally entered into the 
“Redevelopment” process, acknowledging that we are a congregation that is transitioning and changing, in the process of reinventing ourselves for 
the purpose of being “Hope in Action” for our community.

As part of that process we received several recommendations as to next steps we can take.  Our Redevelopment “Dream Team” will be telling you 
more about many of those steps in the coming months.  That team will also help us stay on track, working on accomplishing our goals.

Some of you have asked how we’ll do all of the things we’re supposed to do.  Perhaps the best answer is that, first, we’re already working on many 
of them, so the list isn’t as daunting as it may appear; and second, we’ll do them the same way you eat an elephant: one bite at a time.  The 
redevelopment process is just that, a process.  We don’t have to do everything at once.  We do need to make sure we keep taking bites out of the 
elephant.

One of the bites we need to take is conducting a “listening campaign,” a way of getting to know our neighbors better.  The idea is simple.  The 
more people we know in our community, the more we know what people in our community need and the more we are able to build relationships 
that will allow us to work together with others in our community to meet those needs. 

This might sound scary, but it’s not.  It’s not about knocking on doors or making cold calls.  It’s based on a technique sometimes called the “One To 
One” or the “Relational Meeting.”  



And there is a technique.  It’s being used by churches around the country that are in the same process we’re in—reinventing themselves in order to 
be the light of the world for their communities.

Coming soon we’ll have an opportunity to learn about this technique.  A representative from Inland Congregations United for Change (ICUC), also 
a former staffer at Central City Lutheran Mission, will be visiting us on a Sunday morning to give a short presentation about conducting a listening 
campaign, then invite us to stay after worship for a brief workshop on the “one to one” technique.  Anyone interested will be able to receive more 
training later.  

I already do some “one to one”s, but not as many as I would like.  Think about how many people we could get to know—and what that could mean 
for our community and our congregation—if five or ten of us were trained in this technique and regularly meeting with people.

We’ll let you know the date as soon as we can firm it up, and I hope many of you will join us for this initial presentation and workshop, taking the 
opportunity to learn about a new way to connect with our community, a new way to be “Hope in Action for a World in Need.”

Jesus tells us that we are the “light of the world,” to “let your light shine before others that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in 
heaven.”  Matthew 5:14-16.  As we build relationships with our neighbors, we are the light—and we help others see how they can be the light, too.

Grace and peace,

Pastor Jay

  

HOPE IN ACTION FOR A WORLD IN NEED



Church Council Meeting

Our next Church Council Meeting has been scheduled for Monday, February 16, at 7:00 p.m. We will meet at the Kamiyama home. 

Eden Center Bible Study

The Eden Center Bible Study usually meets Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m. We are now following the Gospel lessons we are reading in Worship on 
Sundays. You're invited. 

Women's Group 

Our Saturday Morning Women's Group has moved to Wednesday. Our next meeting will be 6:30 p.m., Wednesday, February 25 at the Coco's in 
Rialto. All women are invited. Please see Melissa Anderson for more information.

Men's Bible Study

The Lutheran Church of Our Savior/Spirit of Hope Men's Joint Bible Study continues on February 21, 2015.  Refreshments will be provided. 
The Men's group meets the 3rd Saturday of every month at 8:00 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. in the Al-Burt room at Spirit of Hope on 1820 E Highland 
Avenue. All men are welcome and invited. Contact Rock Janecek at janecekr@alumni.csusb.edu or (951) 346-6233 if you have further questions.  

Youth Group

The Spirit of Hope Youth Group is for teenagers in 7th through 12th grades. Youth Group usually meets every other Sunday at 6:00 p.m. Our next 
meetings will be  February 1 and 15. 

Girlz of Faith

Our Girlz of Faith Women's Bible Study usually meet the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month in alternating homes.  Our next meetings will be 
February 9 and 23, at 6:45 p.m. All woman are invited. For further information please contact Amy Kamiyama. 



Choir

Our choir usually rehearses the Thursdays before the first two Sundays of the month, at 7:30 p.m. Our next rehearsals will be Thursday, 
February 5 and 26. Please join us in singing praise to God. 

Food Pantry

If you've always wanted to help out with the food pantry ministry but couldn't because you work during the week, here's your chance.  We will be 
filling the bags we distribute on Sunday after worship instead of Monday like we previously have done. It is a fun ministry to join and the more 
help we get, the faster we get finished. Of course, you can still always help by donating cash or the following items; pasta, beans and rice, ramen, 
macaroni and cheese, canned fruit and spaghetti sauce.  We also are looking for one gallon zip lock baggies, paper and plastic grocery bags, and 
the plastic sleeve your newspaper comes in. If you can help or have any questions, please contact Bev Watnow at (909)-882-1186, or Rich 
Chandler at (909) 867-7287. This month's bag preparation will be after our worship service on Sunday, February 22, and our distribution will be 
Tuesday, February 24, at 10:00 a.m. with set up beginning at 8:30 a.m.  

Hedge Trimmer Needed
Our electric hedge trimmer has bitten the dust.  If you have a hedge trimmer you’re not using, please consider donating it to Spirit of Hope.  
Thanks for your generosity!
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Upcoming Events At Spirit Of Hope  

Ash Wednesday, February 18. Worship service is at 7:00 p.m.

Midweek Lenten Worship Services. Beginning Wednesday, February 25. 

More details to follow.

Workday, Saturday February 28.

Palm Sunday, the beginning of Holy Week. March 29. 

Maundy Thursday, April 2.

Good Friday, April 3.

Easter Saturday, April 4. Easter Saturday worship and community festival.

Easter Sunday, April 5.

Just Walk Across the Room. This four week course will change how you think and feel about evangelism and mission.  Sharing your faith can be as easy as 
making friends and spending time with them. A class will be starting soon.  Please talk to Pastor Jay or mark your communication card in worship if you’d 
like to attend.

 New Member Class. Our New Member Class is a three week video and discussion based course on the basics of the Bible—what’s in it and how to read it.   
The class is open to anyone, whether you’re a member or not.  A class will be starting soon on Sundays after worship.  Please talk to Pastor Jay or mark your 
communication card if you’re interested in this class.

Coming Soon

God's Story - Your Story; A Saturday Morning Bible Study. You’re invited to attend a new Saturday morning Bible Study 10:00am Saturday mornings in the Al-Burt 
room.  We will look at Bible stories that show us how God has been present in the world from the beginning of creation—and how God is still with us today. A light breakfast 
will be served and child care will be provided.  Come be a part of our community as we learn more about God, how God works in our lives, and our place in God’s world.  And 
bring a friend. We’ll begin meeting soon. Look for more information in the coming weeks.
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Suggested Daily Readings for the Narrative Lectionary:

Week of February 1. Follow these stories of Jesus’ miracles, teachings, and healings.

Sunday, Matthew 6:7-34, Treasure in Heaven

Monday, Psalm 20:7, Psalm

Tuesday, Matthew 7:1-29, Teachings of Jesus

Wednesday, Matthew 8:1-17, Healings of Jesus

Thursday, Matthew 8:18-27, Miracles of Jesus

Friday, Matthew 8:28-9:8, Healings of Jesus

Saturday, Matthew 9:9-17, Call of Matthew

ASK YOURSELF:  How are Jesus’ miracles, teachings, and healings connected? What do they tell people about Jesus’ role in the world? 

How is the accumulation of more encouraged in your community? What media or messages could you stop listening to so that you could limit your exposure to 
those messages?

Name three things you wish you had more of. Reflect on how the desire for more shapes your behaviors and attitudes.

TRY THIS:  Limit your exposure to TV, internet, and other media this week. First, notice how you spend that recovered time. Second, notice how you feel after 
limited exposure to messages that encourage the accumulation of more.

Suggested Prayer: God who provides what we need, encourage our faith through the reading of your word. Help us listen, hear and understand. Amen.

Week of February 8.  Follow these stories of Jesus and his followers.

Sunday, Matthew 14:13-33, Feeding 5,000



Monday, Psalm 95:1-5, Psalm

Tuesday, Matthew 9:18-38, Healings of Jesus

Wednesday, Matthew 10:11-15, The Twelve Apostles

Thursday, Matthew 10:16-42, Coming Persecutions

Friday, Matthew 11:1-19, John the Baptist

Saturday, Matthew 11:20-30, Woes

Ask Yourself:  What kind of environment did Jesus and his followers step into when they agreed to preach, teach, and perform miracles? How did people respond 
to their words and actions? 

Who are the miracle workers and healers in your community? How are they recognized? How are they rewarded? What is God’s role in healing and the working 
of modern miracles?

How much authority has God given you that you are reluctant to claim? What might you accomplish if you accept responsibility for the gifts God has given you?

Try This: Do one thing this week that honors the gifts God has given you that you have been reluctant to claim or use. Share your plan with someone who can 
hold you accountable for following through with your actions.

Suggested Prayer: 

God who never leaves us alone, feed us as we hear your word. Come to us in places we might not expect you. Amen.

Week of February 15.  Follow the teachings of Jesus, which occur shortly before his transfiguration.

Sunday, Matthew 16:24-17:8, Bearing the Cross; Transfiguration

Monday, Psalm 41:7-10, Psalm

Tuesday, Matthew 12:1-14, Teachings of Jesus

Wednesday, Matthew 18:1-9, Who Is the Greatest?

Thursday, Matthew 12:15-32, Teachings of Jesus

Friday, Matthew 12:33-50, Teachings of Jesus

Saturday, Matthew 13:1-23, Parables of Jesus

Ask Yourself:  What are some common themes in the teachings of Jesus? How do the teachings turn the world on its head?



What actions or behaviors are taboo in your community? How would your community respond if Jesus came and performed those actions? Why would Jesus 
behave in a manner contrary to social norms?

What truths do you hold dear, that could stand to be challenged? (In other words, have you ever considered that you might be wrong?) What would happen if you 
gave others the opportunity to be right?

Try This:  Listen and learn from another person this week. Do not try to be right. Instead, let the other be right. Tell them what you learned from them.

Suggested Prayer:  God who transfigures, enlighten us in your word this day. Let us hear your voice in new ways. Amen.

Week of February 22. Follow the parables and teachings of Jesus, as Jesus challenged followers to do more for God’s kingdom.

Sunday, Matthew 18:15-35, Forgiveness

Monday, Psalm 32:1-2, Psalm

Tuesday, Matthew 13:24-43, Parables of Jesus

Wednesday, Matthew 13:44-58, Parables of Jesus

Thursday, Matthew 14:1-12, Death of John the Baptist

Friday, Matthew 14:34-15:20, Teachings of Jesus

Saturday, Matthew 15:21-39, Teachings and Miracles of Jesus

Ask Yourself:  What is the kingdom of heaven like? How might Jesus’ parables be told using images from today? 

In our litigating society, how does culture view justice? How does it view forgiveness? What might happen if people practiced forgiveness over blame and the 
need for restitution?

Who stands in need of your forgiveness? What would it take to make you ready to forgive?

Try This:  Follow a court case that is spotlighted in the media. Identify places where Jesus’ words for forgiveness might break in. How would extravagant 
forgiveness alter the outcome of the trial?

Suggested Prayer:  Gracious and loving God, soften our hearts as we hear your word today. Give us the will and the power to be forgiving. Amen.



February  

1
Worship 
10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 
Monthly Birthday 
Recognition 11:30 a.m.
Youth Group
6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

2  3 4
Eden Center Bible 
Study
10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

5
Choir Rehearsal
7:30 p.m.  

6 7
AA Meeting 
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

               

8
Shower of Blessings 
meets in the Parish Hall 
8:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.
Worship 
10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 

9
Girlz Of Faith 
Alternating homes
6:45 p.m.

10
   

11
Eden Center Bible 
Study
10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

12 13 14

  Valentine's Day

AA Meeting all day in the 
Parrish Hall 

15
Shower of Blessings 
meets in the Parish Hall 
8:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.
Worship in the parking lot
10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
Youth Group
6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

16
Church Council 
Meeting 7: 00 p.m.

17 18
Eden Center Bible 
Study
10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

Ash Wednesday 
Worship 7:00 p.m.

19

 

20 21
AA Meeting 
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Men's Bible Study 
Al-Burt room 8:00 a.m. to 
9:30 a.m.

22
Shower of Blessings 
meets in the Parish Hall 
8:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.
Worship 
10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
Food Pantry bag 
preparation after Worship 

23
Girlz Of Faith 
Alternating homes
6:45 p.m.

24
Food Pantry 
Distribution
10:00 a.m. to noon

25
Eden Center Bible 
Study
10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
Midweek Worship 
7:00 p.m.
Women's Group
6:30 p.m. at Coco's

26
Choir Rehearsal
7:30 p.m.  

 27  28
AA Meeting 
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Workday
9:00 a.m. to noon

  


