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Pastor’s Report 

“Hope In Action for a World in Need”: Seeking Peace and Prosperity 

 

Spirit of Hope adopted this Purpose Statement, “Hope In Action for a World in Need,” two years ago, in January of 2014.  We continue both to BE hope in action and to GROW 
INTO being hope in action more and more. 

 

The prophet Jeremiah tells the people of Judah, who have gone into captivity in Babylon, “[Seek] the peace and prosperity of the city …” (Jeremiah 29:7).   We can both work for 
and hope for peace and prosperity for our city and the larger San Bernardino community. 

 

A year ago, we passed a budget that we knew showed a deficit.  We also said that we wouldn’t actually spend money we didn’t have.  And we didn’t.  We put together over the 
last several months a variety of partnerships, with building partners and Central City Lutheran Mission, which both improve our financial condition and expand the scope of our 
ministry in the community.    

 

These efforts, quite honestly, distracted or took away from some of the ministry goals that we had for 2015.  They also made it possible, however, for us to continue in ministry, 
and created a more stable economic environment in which we can begin to think bigger about what being “Hope in Action for a World in Need” and what seeking the peace and 
prosperity of our city mean.  

 

And our church council has determined four goals that will be our focus for the coming year: 

 

1. Children’s ministry, including involving children more in the life of the congregation and helping families connect to their faith at home.  
2. Hiring a part-time person to help us connect better with the community around us.  We have designated funds we can use for this purpose.  Knowing our neighbors 

better, having stronger relationships, will help us better make connections and work together for their, and our, peace and prosperity. 
3. Spend some time focusing on values:  what are actually the most important things to our congregation? 
4. Continue working on our Area Ministry strategy with CCCLM and Lutheran Church of Our Savior, and on building partnerships in the community. 

 

These steps will truly help us be “Hope in Action for a World in Need” and to “seek the peace and prosperity of the city.”  I continue to thank God for the willingness of this 
congregation to dig into ministry in a world in need, and to pray for all of you for the coming year.  Please pray for me and for our ministry together. 

 

Grace and peace, 

Pastor Jay 

  



  
 
 

 
 

HOPE IN ACTION FOR A WORLD IN NEED 
 
  
 
PROPERTY ISSUES! 
  
One of the issues our improved financial condition allows us to address is long-term deferred maintenance of our site. 
  
Although we didn’t raise the funds necessary to do all of the roof repairs that are needed, we did raise enough to make some minor repairs and patch the spot 
where we think the leak is. Hopefully, that will get us through this winter.  We have a long list, including painting the sanctuary exterior, fence repair, and some 
security-related and curb appeal improvements, that we would like to address in the coming months.  We’ll be coming up with a more detailed list and a plan for 
addressing these concerns, over the next several weeks.  And we’ll let you know about those details as soon as we can. Dick Brossia would like to start by 
painting the sanctuary exterior. 
  
Of course, we can only take on these projects if we have the funds. Please prayerfully consider making an EXTRA donation, designated for property repair, in the 
near future.  And be on the look-out for more information about our plans to address long-term property concerns. 
  
Grace and peace, 
Pastor Jay 
  
COMMON GROUND FOR PEACE; PRAYER WALK THURSDAY, JANUARY 28 
  
Common Ground for Peace is an effort to build partnerships between churches, government entities, including police departments, and non-profit organizations, 
for the purpose of reducing violence in our community.  It is based on the “Ceasefire” program that has been implemented in 11 cities across the country.  Part of 
the program involves walking through neighborhoods and praying for the peace and prosperity of the people who live there. 
  
The first “Prayer Walk,” was held in our neighborhood on Thursday, January 28.  Please keep an eye out for information about upcoming Prayer Walks and other 
events. 
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Church Council Meeting  

Our next council meeting will be Monday, February 29th at the Kamiyama home.  

 
Eden Center Bible Study 

The Eden Center Bible Study usually meets Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m.  Our February meetings will be the 3rd, 10th, 17th and the 24th.   You're invited. 
 

Women's Group 
Our Women's Group is back!  We will resume meeting on Saturdays at the Coco's in Rialto.  Our next meeting will be February 13th at 9:00 a.m. The women 
are studying Christian Citizenship.  All women are invited.  Please see Melissa Anderson for more information.  
 
 

Girlz of Faith 
Our Girlz of Faith Women's Bible Study meets at 5:30 p.m. in alternating members’ homes, two Mondays a month. Our next meetings will be on Monday, 
February 8th and then on Monday, February 22nd. The Girlz are studying "Lead Me Holy Spirit", by Stormie Omartian. Please join them! See Amy 
Kamiyama for information.  
 

 
Choir 

Our choir will rehearse at 7:30 p.m. on Thursday, February 4th and Wednesday,  February 10th after Ash Wednesday worship. They usually sing twice a 
month in worship.  Please join us in singing praises to God. 
 

Men's Bible Study 

Our men’s group will be meeting again. The men will be meeting on April 16th and this will be a service project. Watch the Dove and the bulletin for more 
information coming soon.  
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Food Pantry 

Our Food Pantry Ministry feeds approximately 600 people monthly.  You can contribute to this important ministry by helping fill or distribute food bags or by 
donating cash or the following items; pasta, beans and rice, ramen, macaroni and cheese, canned fruit, vegetables, and spaghetti sauce. We also are looking for 
one gallon zip lock baggies, paper and plastic grocery bags, and the plastic sleeves your newspaper comes in. If you can help or have any questions, please 
contact Bev Wotnow at (909) 882-1186, or Rich Chandler at (909) 867-7287.  Our next bag preparation will be Sunday, February 21st, after worship. Our 
distribution will be Tuesday, February 23rd, at 10:00 a.m., with set up beginning at 8:30 a.m.  Our Food Pantry Ministry feeds approximately 600 people each 
month.  You can contribute to this important ministry by helping fill or distribute food bags or by donating cash or the following items; pasta, beans and rice, 
ramen, macaroni and cheese, canned fruit, vegetables, and spaghetti sauce. We also are looking for one gallon zip lock baggies, paper and plastic grocery bags, 
and the plastic sleeves your newspaper comes in. If you can help or have any questions, please contact Bev Wotnow at (909) 882-1186, or Rich Chandler at (909) 
867-7287.   

Workdays  

A-3 California Prep, the charter school on our site, is holding community service workdays on the second Saturday of each month from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. The 
next workday will be Saturday, February 13th. We should help!  It's our site! In participating with this ongoing project, we will build relationships with the 
students of the school and their parents. Please come help us work on our site and get to know the folks from the school. 

 
New Members Class 

Rediscovering the Book of Faith, a 3 week introduction to the Bible; provides an overview of both the Old and New Testaments, plus teaching a method to 
reading and understanding scripture. This course serves as our New Member Class, but it's open to all and provides a good review and interesting historical 
information for long-time Bible readers. Please let Pastor Jay know if you're interested and watch the bulletin for dates.  
 

Just Walk Across the Room 
Many of us find talking about our faith to be difficult.  We don’t want to hand out tracts in shopping center parking lots or scare people into believing in Jesus by 
telling them they’re going to hell if they don’t.   “Just Walk Across the Room” is a four-week course that will change how you think and feel about sharing your 
faith.  You don’t need to follow complicated evangelism programs or memorize lengthy explanations of the story of salvation.  All you really need to do is be 
yourself and build relationships with people.  This might require that you take the first step and “walk across the room” to start a conversation, but that’s really 
just following Jesus, who stepped from heaven into creation for us. Coming soon! 
 



 

HOPE IN ACTION FOR A WORLD IN NEED 
 
 

 

 

Spirit of Hope's Upcoming Events 

è Wednesday, February 10, Ash Wednesday worship will begin at 7:00 p.m. 

è Wednesday, February 17, we will begin Joint soup/supper worship with LCOS at 6:00 p.m. and will also meet on February 24, March 2, 
March 9 and March 11th. 

è Holy Week, Palm Sunday, March 20; Maundy Thursday, March 24 (Worship at LCOS); Good Friday March 25th; Easter Saturday, 
March 26; Easter Sunday, March 27. 



 

 
February 7, 2016 
Devotion: Use this resource at home to guide your household’s daily devotions. You can do this alone, as a couple, as a family; in the morning, 
during the day, or at night. Find a routine that works best for you. 

Pray: Light a candle and open your devotion time with a prayer. 

Light of the world, transform our understanding. Show us the truth we grasp only dimly. Amen. 

Reflect: Reflect on the key verses from Sunday’s reading. 

Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain apart, by themselves. And he was 
transfigured before them, and his clothes became dazzling white, such as no one on earth could bleach them. Mark 9:2-3 

Study: Study the reading and consider the background. 

Who do you say that Jesus is? On this question hangs today’s scripture reading. Do we seek the way of glory, the way of the cross, or 
understand the journey with Christ as somehow at the intersection of the two? Given a glimpse of glory, Peter, James and John show 
an interest in staying at the top of the mountain.  

   

Read: Read the following daily readings to deepen your understanding of Sunday’s text. After the reading, ask the follow-up questions. 

Sunday, Mark 8:27–9:8, Transfiguration 
Monday, Psalm 27:1-4 
Tuesday, Mark 9:38-41, Another Exorcist 
Wednesday, Mark 9:30-37, Passion Prediction (Ash Wednesday) 
Thursday, Mark 9:42-50, Temptations to Sin 
Friday, Mark 10:1-12, Teaching about Divorce 
Saturday, Mark 10:13-16, Jesus Blesses Little Children 

Why do you think that, immediately following Jesus’ transfiguration of blinding white, Jesus’ words become so relatively dark? 

Connect: Connect in conversation with others in your household. Discuss the following questions, or simply check in with “Highs” and “Lows.”  

What was a high point of your day? What was a low point? 



Why do you think Jesus’ transfiguration was a turning point in his ministry? How did the revelation affect his disciples? 

What do you think Jesus meant when he rebuked Peter for speaking about his identity? Consider how the public glorification of Jesus’ 
mission might detract or distract from his journey toward the cross. 

Do: By acting on what we learn, we make God’s word come alive. Do the following activity this week. 

Who do you say that Jesus is? Write a list of all the descriptions and names for Jesus that speak to you. Post your list somewhere in 
your home and add to it as new descriptions and names are revealed to you throughout the week. 

Bless: Close your devotion with a blessing. 

May God reveal God’s self to you every day. Amen. 

 

February 10, 2016   
Devotion: Use this resource at home to guide your household’s daily devotions. You can do this alone, as a couple, as a family; in the morning, 
during the day, or at night. Find a routine that works best for you. 

Pray: Light a candle and open your devotion time with a prayer. 

Holy one, Lord of life, guide us through your confusing sayings. Help us learn even from the truths we are afraid to hear. Amen. 

Reflect: Reflect on the key verse from Sunday’s reading. 

He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, “Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all.” Mark 9:35 

Study: Study the reading and consider the background. 

Still convinced of glory and victory, Jesus’ disciples are not excited to hear talk of betrayal and death. Even as the time draws near, the 
disciples have not yet been able to grasp what he has been teaching. Jesus places one of the little ones in the middle of the assembly 
and declares once again the upside-down nature of the good news he is offering. 

Read: Read the following daily readings to deepen your understanding of Sunday’s text. After the reading, ask the follow-up questions. 

Sunday, Mark 8:27–9:8, Transfiguration 
Monday, Psalm 27:1-4 
Tuesday, Mark 9:38-41, Another Exorcist 
Wednesday, Mark 9:30-37, Passion Prediction (Ash Wednesday) 
Thursday, Mark 9:42-50, Temptations to Sin 



Friday, Mark 10:1-12, Teaching about Divorce 
Saturday, Mark 10:13-16, Jesus Blesses Little Children 

Why do you think that, immediately following Jesus’ transfiguration of blinding white, Jesus’ words become so relatively dark? 

Connect: Connect in conversation with others in your household. Discuss the following questions, or simply check in with “Highs” and “Lows.”  

What was a high point of your day? What was a low point? 

Why do you think Jesus’ transfiguration was a turning point in his ministry? How did the revelation affect his disciples? 

What do you think Jesus meant when he rebuked Peter for speaking about his identity? Consider how the public glorification of Jesus’ 
mission might detract or distract from his journey toward the cross. 

Do: By acting on what we learn, we make God’s word come alive. Do the following activity this week. 

Who do you say that Jesus is? Write a list of all the descriptions and names for Jesus that speak to you. Post your list somewhere in 
your home and add to it as new descriptions and names are revealed to you throughout the week. 

Bless: Close your devotion with a blessing. 

May God reveal God’s self to you every day. Amen. 

 

 

 

FEBRUARY 14, 2016 

Devotion: Use this resource at home to guide your household’s daily devotions. You can do this alone, as a couple, as a family, either in the 
morning, during the day, or at night. Find a routine that works best for you. 

Pray: Light a candle and open your devotion time with a prayer. 

Good and holy teacher, what we understand of your ways is so tiny that it might fit through the eye of a needle. Keep teaching us, we 
pray, and give us time to catch up to you. Amen. 

Reflect: Reflect on the key verses from Sunday’s reading. 



Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields, for my 
sake and for the sake of the good news, who will not receive a hundredfold now in this age—houses, brothers and sisters, mothers and 
children, and fields with persecutions—and in the age to come eternal life. But many who are first will be last, and the last will be first.” 
Mark 10:29-31 

Study: Study the reading and consider the background. 

As his journey of teaching and healing continues into the region of Judea, Jesus continues to confuse and scandalize his listeners. 
Even his disciples are shocked by the difficult lessons he teaches. An apparently perfect life of following the law is not enough, he 
indicates. A deeper turning over of one’s life to God is required.  

  

Read: Read the following daily readings to deepen your understanding of Sunday’s text. After the reading, ask the follow-up questions. 

Sunday, Mark 10:17-31, First Last and Last First 
Monday, Psalm 19:7-10 
Tuesday, Exodus 20:1-21, The Ten Commandments 
Wednesday, Deuteronomy 5:1-21, The Ten Commandments 
Thursday, Psalm 52 
Friday, Psalm 62 
Saturday, Jeremiah 32:1-25, Jeremiah Buys a Field 

What do these readings say about the relationship between God and God’s people? 

Connect: Connect in conversation with others in your household. Discuss the following questions, or simply check in with “Highs” and “Lows.”  

What was a high point of your day? What was a low point? 

In what areas of your life do you rank first? Where do you rank last? What do your rankings say about you? What would God say about 
your rankings? 

What would you be willing to part with to inherit eternal life? What would be difficult to part with? Why?   

Do: By acting on what we learn, we make God’s word come alive. Do the following activity this week. 

Discuss with your household an amount of money you would be willing to give to serve another household in your community with a 
greater need. Take your gift to your pastor and ask that it be anonymously handed on to a household in need.  

Bless: Close your devotion with a blessing. 

May God invite you warmly into God’s kingdom. Amen. 



	  

	   
February 21, 2016  

Devotion: Use this resource at home to guide your household’s daily devotions. You can do this alone, as a couple, as a family; in the morning, 
during the day, or at night. Find a routine that works best for you. 

Pray: Light a candle and open your devotion time with a prayer. 

Glorious one, help us to focus on your glory and not our own. Help us to discern when to raise our voice, and when to listen to what 
you have to say to us. Amen. 

Reflect: Reflect on the key verse from Sunday’s reading. 

Jesus said to him, “Go; your faith has made you well.” Immediately he regained his sight and followed him on the way. Mark 10:52 

Study: Study the reading and consider the background. 

Despite repeated lessons, some of Jesus’ disciples continue to seek out a place of honor. They do not see the meaning of what he has 
been teaching. As they leave Jericho, a blind beggar named Bartimaeus sees what they cannot, is healed, and begins to follow. 

  

Read: Read the following daily readings to deepen your understanding of Sunday’s text. After the reading, ask the follow-up questions. 

Sunday, Mark 10:32-52, Bartimaeus Healed 
Monday, Psalm 34:11-14 
Tuesday, Psalm 111 
Wednesday, Mark 11:12-14, Jesus Curses the Fig Tree 
Thursday, Mark 11:15-19, Jesus Cleanses the Temple 
Friday, Mark 11:20-26, The Lesson from the Withered Fig Tree 
Saturday, Mark 11:27-33, Jesus’ Authority Is Questioned 

How do these stories move people from not seeing toward seeing? 

Connect: Connect in conversation with others in your household. Discuss the following questions, or simply check in with “Highs” and “Lows.”  



What was a high point of your day? What was a low point? 

What blind spots exist in your sight of Jesus? What do you struggle to understand? 

How do you think Jesus heals today? What does it mean to be healed?   

Do: By acting on what we learn, we make God’s word come alive. Do the following activity this week. 

See Jesus this week. Notice all the places Jesus is alive and active in your life. Write down all your Jesus sightings. At the end of the 
week, appreciate Jesus’ presence in your life. 

Bless: Close your devotion with a blessing. 

May God give you sight and healing. Amen. 

 

 

February 28, 2016   
Devotion: Use this resource at home to guide your household’s daily devotions. You can do this alone, as a couple, or as a family, in the morning, 
during the day, or at night. Find a routine that works best for you. 

Pray: Light a candle and open your devotion time with a prayer. 

Creative, creating one, let your words challenge us, engaging our imaginations in a revolutionary story that reshapes our 
understanding of the reality around us. Amen. 

Reflect: Reflect on the key verse from Sunday’s reading. 

When they realized that he had told this parable against them, they wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowd. So they left him and 
went away. Mark 12:12 

Study: Study the reading and consider the background. 

In the midst of a controversy over authority, Jesus is unable to provide an answer that would satisfy those who questioned his 
authority. Rather than continue trying to reason with them, he offered a parable. His words are the continuation of an ongoing verbal 
battle. A little story set in a vineyard becomes a flimsily veiled threat to the chief priests, the legal experts, and the elders. 



   

Read: Read the following daily readings to deepen your understanding of Sunday’s text. After the reading, ask the follow-up questions. 

Sunday, Mark 12:1-12, Parable of the Tenants 
Monday, Psalm 86:8-13 
Tuesday, Mark 12:13-17, Taxes to Caesar 
Wednesday, Mark 12:18-27, The Question about the Resurrection 
Thursday, Isaiah 5:1-7, The Song of the Unfruitful Vineyard 
Friday, Psalm 121 
Saturday, Hebrews 1:1-4, God Has Spoken by His Son 

What tone do these stories and parables take? How do Jesus’ words shape Jesus’ journey? 

Connect: Connect in conversation with others in your household. Discuss the following questions, or simply check in with “Highs” and “Lows.”  

What was a high point of your day? What was a low point? 

What do you find most challenging about following Jesus? What could you do to make following easier? 

Who in the world suffers because of the lifestyle you lead? What could you do to change how your lifestyle affects the world?   

Do: By acting on what we learn, we make God’s word come alive. Do the following activity this week. 

Write a parable that Jesus might tell to describe your life. Are you the bad guy, the good guy, or a blend of both? How does your 
parable end?  

Bless: Close your devotion with a blessing. 

May God teach you and give you courage to follow. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



February 2016 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday                 Friday Saturday 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 2 
 

3 
 

4 
Choir Rehearsal 
7:30 p.m. 

5 6 
AA Meeting  
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
 
 
 

7 
Shower of Blessings 
Parish Hall 11:30 a.m to 
1:00 p.m. 
Worship  
10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.  
World Evangelistic 
Ministries 
2:00 to 6:00 p.m. 
(Sanctuary) 

8 
Girlz of Faith  
5:00 pm 

9 
 

10 
Eden Center Bible Study 
10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
Ash Wednesday Worship 
7:00 p.m. 

11 
Choir Rehearsal 
7:30 p.m. 

12 13 
 
AA Meeting  
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
 
Workdays with A3 
California Prep 
9:00 a.m to 11:00 a.m. 

14 
Shower of Blessings 
Parish Hall 11:30 a.m to 
1:00 p.m. 
Worship  
10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.  
World Evangelistic 
Ministries 
2:00 to 6:00 p.m. 
(Sanctuary) 

15 
 

16 
 

17 
Eden Center Bible study 
10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
Midday Worship at LCOS 
11:30 a.m. 
Soup Supper @ LCOS 
6:00 p.m. 
Midweek Worship at LCOS  
7:00 p.m. 
 

18 19 
 

20 
 
AA Meeting  
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

21 
Shower of Blessings 
Parish Hall 11:30 a.m to 
1:00 p.m. 
Worship  
10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.  
Food Pantry bag prep 
after worship 
World Evangelistic 
Ministries 
2:00 to 6:00 p.m. 
(Sanctuary) 

22 
Girlz of Faith  
5:00 pm 

23 
Food Pantry 
Distribution 
set-up at 8:30 a.m. 
10:00 a.m. to noon 
 
 

24 
Eden Center Bible Study 
10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
Soup Supper- Spirit of Hope 
6:00 p.m. 
Midweek Worship-Spirit of 
Hope  
7:00 p.m. 

25 26 27 
AA Meeting  
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
 

28 
Shower of Blessings 
Parish Hall 11:30 a.m to 
1:00 p.m. 
Worship  
10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.  
World Evangelistic 
Ministries 
2:00 to 6:00 p.m. 
(Sanctuary) 

29 
Council Meeting 
 at The Kamiyamas 
Midday Worship at 
LCOS 
11:30 a.m. 
 

1 
 

2 
Eden Center Bible study 
10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
Midday Worship at LCOS 
11:30 a.m. 
Soup Supper @ LCOS 
6:00 p.m. 
Midweek Worship at LCOS  
7:00 p.m. 
 

3 
Choir Rehearsal 
7:30 p.m. 

4 5 
AA Meeting  
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
 

 


