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Lesson 8

Lesson 8

�Bible Point 
Jesus is alive.

Key Verse
“I have been 
crucified with Christ 
and I no longer live, 
but Christ lives in me. 
The life I live in the 
body, I live by faith 
in the Son of God, 
who loved me and 
gave himself for me” 
(Galatians 2:20).

Everything Falls Apart

Last week’s lesson focused on the climax of Jesus’ ministry. 
But just a few days later, everything had gone wrong—
to human eyes. After betraying his Lord to the Jewish 
authorities who were out to get Jesus, Judas hanged himself 
in remorse. As Jesus had predicted, three times Peter denied 
even knowing Jesus.

And then Jesus was tried, mocked, flogged almost to death, 
and forced to carry his own cross toward the site of his 
crucifixion (John 19:17). At Golgotha, Jesus was nailed to a 
cross to die as a common criminal between two thieves. A 
sign was placed above his head that mocked his declaration 
that he was King.

The Meaning of Jesus’ Death

What happened at the moment of Jesus’ death confirmed 
who he really was (Matthew 27:50-56). The splitting of the 
curtain that separated the Holy Place from the Most Holy 
Place in the Temple had deep significance. The High Priest 
entered into the Most Holy Place only once a year to offer 
sacrifices for the people’s sins (Hebrews 9:7)—the only time 
he could enter into God’s presence. In taking our sins upon 
himself and dying for those sins, Jesus opened the way for 
us to have a direct relationship with God (Hebrews 10:19-20).

The Empty Tomb

The first people to see that empty tomb were the women 
closest to Jesus. Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother 
of James arose early to anoint Jesus’ body with spices, a 
common burial practice.

Jesus Comes Back to Life
Matthew 27:27-56; 28:1-10
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BIBLE BACKGROUND 

Lesson 8

 WEAVING FAITH
                            INTO FAMILIES

Jesus’ resurrection is at the core of Christian faith. Because he went to death and back for us, 
God will forgive our sins, and we can live forever in friendship with Jesus. Thank you, Jesus, for your 
incredible victory!

When was the last time you dealt with a difficult situation or felt depressed? How could faith in the 
resurrected Jesus have put that situation in perspective and helped you deal with it better?

How might you help your child through a difficult situation by sharing your faith with your child? 
Jesus is alive both to give eternal life and to help us with daily life. That includes your child as well.

Use this prayer starter to begin the process of helping your children learn to rely on Jesus: “Jesus, 
help me pray for my children in these areas, that they would know you can help them because you 
came back to life…”

You can write your prayer here.

What Jesus did in his death on the 
cross—offering forgiveness for our 
sins—was an amazing and powerful 
demonstration of God’s love. But what 
Jesus did on the first Easter morning was 
even more astounding and perhaps more 
significant. Jesus’ resurrection is at the 
core of our faith.
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

1  GETTING
                STARTED

 QUESTION 1 
Think back to when you were a child. What were some of your family 
Easter traditions? What are your Easter traditions in your family now? 

 QUESTION 2
What do the Easter traditions in the families we grew up in and the 
ones with our kids teach us about the meaning of Easter? 

 QUESTION 3
What are some Easter traditions that we might want to stop doing or 
start doing?

2  BIBLE
           EXPLORATION

Read: Matthew 27:27-53; Matthew 28:1-10
 QUESTION 4 

For each of the following persons in the account of Jesus’ death and 
resurrection in Matthew 27:27-53 and Matthew 28:1-10:
a) What was their reaction to what was happening?
b) What did Jesus’ resurrection prove to them?
c) How could Jesus have a transforming role in their lives?

Matthew 27:27-31—The soldiers who mocked and hit Jesus.
Matthew 27:32-33—Simon of Cyrene forced to carry the cross.
Matthew 27:34-37—The people who offered him gall, cast lots for his 
clothes, and placed a sign above his head.
Matthew 27:38, 44—The robbers who were crucified on his left and 
right who both insulted him.
Matthew 27:39-40—The passersby who insulted him.
Matthew 27:41-43—The religious leaders who mocked Jesus.
Matthew 27:51-53—The dead who came out the tombs.
Matthew 28:1, 5-7—The women at the tomb.
Matthew 28:2-4—The guards at the tomb.
Matthew 28:8-10—The women meeting Jesus.
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Notes Write your prayers, ideas, and other thoughts here.

Insight for Parents
Ask your children to tell you all the things they know about the resurrection of 
Jesus. Write them on a sheet of paper. Now ask them what they wonder about the 
Resurrection. What questions do they have? Write them on a sheet of paper. Then 
together go to the Gospel accounts of the Resurrection and find possible answers 
to their questions. The Resurrection is found in Matthew 28:1-10; Mark 16:1-8; Luke 
24:1-12; and John 20:1-9.

Faith Talk Starter
Talk with your family about the time you first realized the true meaning of 
Easter. Maybe it was when you first came into relationship with Jesus, or maybe it 
was during a particularly meaningful Easter service. Then encourage your kids to 
share about the first time they truly understood what Easter is about. If your children 
don’t know the real meaning, this could be a great opportunity to share with them. 
Explain to your children that Jesus died for our sins and rose again so that we can 
have a relationship with him and live forever in heaven.

Prayer Starter
Pray that each of your children will trust Jesus, the resurrected Christ, and that they 
will go to him for help with all their needs.

Write specific prayers for your kids.
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3  WEAVING FAITH
                             INTO FAMILIES

 QUESTION 5
What are some challenges your children are facing? How can you help 
them rely on God’s resurrection power for these challenges?




