Thanksgiving Eve Worship
Nov 25, 2020
Salem and St. Timothy Lutheran Churches
Fremont, Nebraska



WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.

God's steadfast love endures forever.

Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his name.

Make known God's deeds among the peoples!

God blesses us with gifts of love:

with food and clothing, home and family.

God blesses us with daily work:

and all we need from day to day.

God protects us in time of danger:

and guards us from every evil.

God calls us into relationship with him:

and forms us into one holy people,

the Church of Jesus Christ in this place.

Therefore shall we offer thanks and praise to the Lord our
God.

O Lord our God, we will give thanks to you forever.

GATHERING SONG Come, Ye Thankful People,
Come (ELW 693)
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1 Come, ye thank-ful peo - ple, come; raise the song of har - vest home.
2 All  the world is God’sown field, fruit un - to his praise to yield;
3 For the Lord our God shall come and shall take his har - vest home;

4 E - ven so, Lord, quick-ly come to thy fi-nal har- vest home.
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All be safe - ly gath - ered in ere the win-ter storms be - gin.

wheat and tares to - geth - er sown, un - to joy oOr  SOr - TOW grown.
from his field shall in  that day all of - fens-es purge a - way;
Gath - er then thy peo - ple in, free from sor-row, free from sin,
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God, our mak - er, doth pro-vide for our wants to be sup- plied.
First the blade, and then the ear, then the full corn shall ap - pear.
give his an - gels charge at last in the fire the tares to cast,
there, for - ev - er pu - ri-fied, in thy gar-ner to a - bide.
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Come to God’s own tem - ple, come, raise the song of har- vest home.
Lord of har - vest, grant that we whole-some grain and pure may be.
but the fruit - ful ears to store in  his gar-ner ev - er - more.
Come, with all thine an - gels, come, raise the glo-rious har - vest home!

Text: Henry Alford, 1810-1871, alt.
Music: ST. GEORGE’S, WINDSOR, George J. Elvey, 1816-1893

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE (ELW p. 213)
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Ky-rmn - e e - le - i-som Lord, have mer - cy.
Lord, . . . . have mer cy
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Chri - ste e le - 1i-son Christ, have mer cy.
Christ, . . . have  mer - cy:
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Ky-mm - e e - le - i-son: Lord, have mer - cy.

Lord, . . . . have mer - cy:

THANKSGIVING LITANY
(from "Prayers for God's People”)

O God of all creation, you have cared for the earth, and
have filled it with your riches.

You provide for your land, softening it with showers,
bathing it in light, and blessing it with growth.

On this occasion of our Thanksgiving, we as a nation take
rest from our labors to consider your many blessings.

We thank you for our freedoms, and for the
opportunity to contribute our skills, our attributes,
and our values toward the good of society.



We thank you for the mixture of our cultures, blending us
into one people under God.

Help us to be a light unto other nations, and to
further the cause of freedom and justice all over the
world. We remember those less fortunate than we
are.

We lift up in prayer the victims of poverty and racism, and
all those who suffer from forms of political and economic
oppression. Let the word that goes forth from our mouths
speak of your peace, and let us proclaim our hope in Christ
as Savior of all humankind.

We pray that you will bless all those who gather
here, as we have come to experience your presence
among us. Give us your guidance, O God, and
empower us for your work. For we claim nothing for
ourselves, but return all honor and glory unto you,
and offer our thanks and praise. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God our Father, your generous goodness
comes to us new every day. By the work of your Spirit
lead us to acknowledge your goodness, give thanks for
your benefits, and serve you in willing obedience,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 8:7-18
’For the LORD your God is bringing you into a good land, a
land with flowing streams, with springs and underground
waters welling up in valleys and hills, ®a land of wheat and
barley, of vines and fig trees and pomegranates, a land of
olive trees and honey, “a land where you may eat bread
without scarcity, where you will lack nothing, a land whose
stones are iron and from whose hills you may mine copper.
9¥ou shall eat your fill and bless the LorD your God for the
good land that he has given you.

"1Take care that you do not forget the LorD your God, by
failing to keep his commandments, his ordinances, and his
statutes, which I am commanding you today. '“When you



have eaten your fill and have built fine houses and live in
them, '*and when your herds and flocks have multiplied, and
your silver and gold is multiplied, and all that you have is
multiplied, "“then do not exalt yourself, forgetting the LorD
your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of
the house of slavery, ">who led you through the great and
terrible wilderness, an arid wasteland with poisonous snakes
and scorpions. He made water flow for you from flint rock,
%and fed you in the wilderness with manna that your
ancestors did not know, to humble you and to test you, and
in the end to do you good. /Do not say to yourself, “My
power and the might of my own hand have gotten me this
wealth.” ®But remember the LORD your God, for it is he who
gives you power to get wealth, so that he may confirm his
covenant that he swore to your ancestors, as he is doing
today.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 65
You are to be praised, O God, in Zion;
to you shall vows be fulfilled.

’To you, the one who answers prayer,

to you all flesh shall come.

*Qur sins are stronger than we are,

but you blot out our transgressions.

“‘Happy are they whom you choose and draw to
your courts to dwell there! They will be satisfied by
the beauty of your house, by the holiness of your
temple.

>Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness,
O God of our salvation, O hope of all the ends of the earth
and of the oceans far away.

°You make firm the mountains by your power;

you are girded about with might.

’You still the roaring of the seas, the roaring of their
waves, and the clamor of the peoples.



‘Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will
tremble at your marvelous signs;

you make the dawn and the dusk to sing for joy.

You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it
very plenteous; the river of God is full of water.

You prepare the grain, for so you provide for the earth.
10You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges;
with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its
increase.

"You crown the year with your goodness,

and your paths overflow with plenty.

’May the fields of the wilderness be rich for
grazing, and the hills be clothed with joy.

13May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the
valleys cloak themselves with grain; let them shout for joy
and sing.

SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 9:6-15
°The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap
sparingly, and the one who sows bountifully will also reap
bountifully. “Each of you must give as you have made up
your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God
loves a cheerful giver. ®And God is able to provide you with
every blessing in abundance, so that by always having
enough of everything, you may share abundantly in every
good work. °As it is written,

“He scatters abroad, he gives to the poor;

his righteousness endures forever.”

1"He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will
supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the
harvest of your righteousness. ''You will be enriched in
every way for your great generosity, which will produce
thanksgiving to God through us; '*for the rendering of this
ministry not only supplies the needs of the saints but also
overflows with many thanksgivings to God. *Through the
testing of this ministry you glorify God by your obedience to
the confession of the gospel of Christ and by the generosity
of your sharing with them and with all others, “while they
long for you and pray for you because of the surpassing



grace of God that he has given you. °Thanks be to God for
his indescribable gift!

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Celtic Alleluia (ELW 174)
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Al - le - lu - ia, al - le - lu - ia.

GOSPEL: Luke 17:11-19
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

'10n the way to Jerusalem Jesus was going through the
region between Samaria and Galilee. '’As he entered a
village, ten lepers approached him. Keeping their distance,
Bthey called out, saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!”
“When he saw them, he said to them, “Go and show
yourselves to the priests.” And as they went, they were
made clean. *Then one of them, when he saw that he was
healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice. '°He
prostrated himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him. And he
was a Samaritan. Then Jesus asked, “Were not ten made
clean? But the other nine, where are they? '®*Was none of
them found to return Martin

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY
Praise and Thanksgiving (ELW 689)
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I Praise and thanks-giv - ing, God, we would of - fer for all things
2 God, bless the la - bor we bring to serve you, that with our
3 Fa - ther, pro - vid - ing food for your chil - dren, by Wis-dom’s
4 Then will your bless - ing reach ev - ry peo - ple, free-ly con-
0 . ,
("4 I | | I | T | I ]
W 4% I' | . | I | I f | I | X | - I I |
liv - ing, you have made good: har - vest of sown fields, fruits of  the
neigh-bor we may be fed. Sow -ing or till - ing, we would work
guid - ing teach us to share one with an-oth - er, so that, re -
fess - ing your gra-cious hand. Where you are reign - ing, no one will
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or - chard, hay from the mown ficlds, blos-som and wood.
with you, har - vest-ing, mill - ing for dai - ly  bread.
joic - ing with us, all oth - ers may know your care.
hun - ger; your love sus-tain - ing show-ers the land.

Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901-1984, alt.
Music: BUNESSAN, Gaelic tune
Text © Oxford University Press. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of
heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On
the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will
come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION



Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the
outpouring of God'’s power on the church, the world, and all
in need.

Gracious God, you send from your abundance the people,
talents, and resources needed for all the ministries of your
church. We give thanks for the work you have accomplished
through your people, and we pray for your continued
blessings in our ministry together. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Bountiful God, you feed us through the richness of the land,
water, sunlight, and ample crops. Bless all those who
cultivate the land to bring forth its bounty, especially farmers
and migrant workers. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Merciful God, you order our lives by your providence. We
give you thanks for laws, infrastructure, and leadership that
structure and support our human endeavors. Align our
purposes with your own, that all our undertakings might
bring you glory. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Loving God, you open our hearts in compassion for one
another. We give you thanks for the care and healing
received through the hands and feet of your servants. Send
us to love those most in need of your mercy (especially).
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Hospitable God, you connect and strengthen us through
meals and conversation with family and friends. In this time
of thanksgiving, steer us from passive receiving to active
response, from old quarrels to reconciliation, and from
overconsumption to true gratitude. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Eternal God, we give thanks for the love and care we have
received from saints who have gone before us. By their
example, enrich the generosity of our witness to others.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.



Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior,
until that day when you gather all creation around your
throne where you will reign forever and ever.

Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

TIME OF THANKSGIVING

OFFERING
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spir-it with-in me.  Cast me not a-way from your pres-ence, and take
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your sal - va - tion, and up-hold me with your free Spir - it.

Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD
Let us pray.

Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you
made all things: you spoke light into darkness, called forth
beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your
Word of life, O God,

we give you thanks and praise.



By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your
wonderful gifts: freedom from captivity, water on the desert
journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with
you. For your Word of life, O God,

we give you thanks and praise.

Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and
call us to witness: forgiveness through the cross, life to
those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love.
For your Word of life, O God,

we give you thanks and praise.

Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within
us: renew our faith, increase our hope, and deepen our love,
for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O
God, draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus
taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your
kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in
heaven.

Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as
we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from
the time of trial and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

BLESSING

As our time our worship concludes, our time of service
begins. We return to our living and working midst a world of
need. As you go from this place, carry with you the
knowledge that you are recipients of God’s gifts. As we go,
we vow to share those gifts with the world around us. And
may God walk with you as you travel life’s road. Amen.



SENDING SONG
Now Thank We All Our God (ELW 840)
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I Now thank we all our God with hearts and hands and voic - es,
2 Oh, may this boun-teous God through all our life be near us,
3 All praise and thanks to  God the  Fa - ther now be giv - en,
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who won-drous things has  done, in whom this world re - joic - es;
with ev - er joy - ful hearts and bless - ed peace to cheer  us,
the Son, and Spir - it blest, who reign in high-est heav - en,
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who, from our moth-ers’ arms, has blest us on our way
and keep us all in grace, and guide us when per - plexed,
the one e - ter - nal God, whom earth and heav’n a - dore;
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with count-less gifts of love, and still is  ours to - day.
and free wus from all harm in this world and the next.
for thus it was, is now, and shall be ev - er - more.

Text: Martin Rinkhart, 1586-1649; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878
Music: NUN DANKET ALLE GOTT, Johann Criiger, 1598-1662

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Remember the poor.
Thanks be to God.
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