
 

14 “I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on 
your own soil; then you shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will 
act, says the LORD.” ~ Ezekiel 37:14 

The soil under our feet is a gift from the Lord. Living in the Midwest's agri-
culture-based economy, we understand this on an academic level. Our sur-
vival depends upon six inches of topsoil, adequate rainfall, and the absence 
of wind and hailstorms. However, there is a vast difference between aca-
demic understanding and spiritual appreciation. 

Here a spiritual appreciation of land leads us to think of creation care. We 
think of recycling and reducing our carbon footprint. I watch a fantastic sun-
set over the hills with awe and realize God controls the seasons and planets. 
We show our love of God by loving all that God has created. 

To value our land as a gift from God is to treasure it, nurture it, and pre-
serve it for future generations. When we internalize land as a gift from God, 
we also begin to appreciate that this land was not always ours and will not 
always be ours. However, this interpretation is a post-modern American un-
derstanding of land as gift. In the Holy Land, I came face to face with a very 
different world view on God’s gift of land. 

We visited with one retired Jewish Israeli Rabbi who chooses to make his 
home in a Jewish settlement. This settlement is a neighborhood of homes 
built by Israeli Jews on land across the ‘green line’ in territory that 
‘belonged’ to Palestine in 1967. It's on the Palestinian side of ‘the wall.' I 
could not fathom any reason why a person of faith would feel justified to 
build a home on trespass land. I entered this visit jetlagged and with my 
own set of prejudices. I confess now that my eyes and ears were not open. 
In some ways, they may not be open even today. 

The whole concept of settlements was terribly disturbing - people groups 
with power and money picking a desirable piece of property and choosing to 
build on it, giving the current owners no option but to leave, usually uncom-
pensated. Even if the landowners were being paid a reasonable amount for 
their property, I would still have concerns. 

As we visited with Rabbi Hirschfield, he explained how he grew up in the 
United States, but he felt called to live in the homeland of his people, in the 
Holy Land. He recounted the story of Abraham and the promise God made 
to give him this land. He shared the stories of persecution from around the 
world experienced by Jewish people before, during, and after World War II. 
Rabbi Hirschfield hears the promise of God in Ezekiel 37:14 as a reminder 
that this land, once promised to Abraham, is still guaranteed to the heirs of 
Abraham. He believes that the creation of the state of Israel is the fulfill-
ment of a Biblical promise. 

So, to Rabbi Hirschfield, this settlement isn’t trespassing. To him, it is mov-
ing home, claiming a promise recorded in scripture. He says that if the gov-
ernment ever commands him to leave, he will do so willingly. This is not 
likely to happen, because the Israeli government supports the settlement in 
which Rabbi Hirschfield lives. Morally, he is at peace, because this precise 
settlement was built on farm ground, so no Palestinian homes were de-
stroyed to create it. Many Jewish settlements do demolish Palestinian neigh-
borhoods and build on top of them. For him, this one was acceptable, be-
cause it did not. 

As we left Rabbi Hirshfield’s home and drove back through the West Bank 
toward Jerusalem, I noticed a stark contrast. Inside the settlement, the 
houses were new, had modern utility service, and were clean. As soon as                                                                           
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O God, you resist 

those who are 

proud and give 

grace to those 

who are humble. 

Give us the 

humility of your 

Son, that we may 

embody the 

generosity of 

Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

Prayer of the day 

September 1,  2019 

we left the settlement, we noticeably crossed into third-world poverty. The small, dirty 
clusters of homes showed signs of damage from violence, and there was no evidence 
of utility service. 

Our group conversation following this meeting was lively. We asked one another, 
"Whose land is this?" Is the Holy Land Jewish land because it was promised to  
Abraham? Palestinians are descendants of Abraham too. Is the Holy Land Palestinian 
land because they were there first? If so, then by the same standard are we going to 
go home and sign our house titles over to the native people who lived on our land  
before us? Is a promise from God adequate rationale for displacing an entire people 
group? That action trades landless Jews for landless Palestinians. In the justice of the 
world, we would cause equal harm. It was done that way in the Bible, but should it be 
done now? Could it be done in a better way now? Who has the right to decide? 

These were the questions without answers. The complexity of the situation is layers 
and layers and layers deep. The opinions and thoughts around our circle were as  
diverse as our traveling companions. 

These are the challenges that I ask you to lay before the Lord's feet in prayer. Our 
world struggles in ways that only God can heal. I pray that more voices will listen to 
hear the stories that are so vastly different than our own. I pray that we can listen to 
these ideas that make us sad and make us confused without making us angry. I pray 
that we respond by asking more questions, leaning in and learning more, so that what 
comes from our differences is a greater understanding of one another. When we can 
listen and share without anger, we will find a way to live in peace together. 

To God be the Glory, 

 
 

Rev. Shari Schwedhelm 

Stewardship Series 2019 - Loving Generously 

Sunday, October 13th, we will begin our fall Stewardship program entitled Loving 
Generously. This is the second part of the series we started last fall and carries on 
the story of the Donovan family as they learn what it means to love generously. Each 
week we will see a glimpse of their journey as they take risks, experience suffering 
and joy, and find themselves transformed by the call to love others as Christ loves us. 
You won't want to miss a single Sunday! 

Life is busy, and it is easy for our hearts to be distracted by the demands we face so 
that we can be blind to those that cross our paths. May this series prompt us to take 
an inventory of the relationships God has entrusted to each of us. As we do, I hope 
we will be inspired by a new awareness of the goodness of God. 

Each week, we will also hear stories of faithful relationships from some of our mem-
bers, and we look forward to growing closer to our family of faith through these mes-
sages as well. 

At the end of the series, we will allow you to share how you have been impacted. 
What an opportunity for our church family to celebrate God's generosity! Will you join 
me in praying that God will prepare our hearts to hear His message of relational gen-
erosity? And will you commit to coming each week? 

 Sunday, October 13th - Banquet: Tearing up the Place Cards that Separate Us-   
- Scripture: 2 Kings 5:1-3, 7-15c, 2 Timothy 2:8-15, Luke 14:1, 7-14 
- Jesus tore down the barriers that separated people. Who are you inviting into 
your life?                                                                      
                                                                                               (continued) 
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Direct us, O Lord 

God, in all our 

doings with your 

continual help, 

that in all our 

works, begun, 

continued, and 

ended in you, we 

may glorify your 

holy name; and 

finally, by your 

mercy, bring us 

to everlasting 

life, through 

Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

Prayer of the day 

September 8, 2019 

The school year has officially started and Pre-K/Preschool will 
be starting as well! The first day of Pre-K is Wednesday, 
September 4 and Preschool follows the next day, Thursday, 
September 5. Each class is 9am-11am and Miss Michelle is 

our Preschool Teacher again this year. She will be working with a brand new curriculum 
this year that we are all very excited about. If you are a new family to Salem, it is im-
portant that you attend our Preschool Welcome on August 29 so that your first day runs 
smoothly. 

Picture Retake Day is September 6, starting at 8am. If you wish to get your child’s pic-
ture retaken, you must return your original packet or proof. Please let the office know 
you intend on a retake so that we get everyone taken care of. If your child did not have 
their picture taken the first round, they will this time around. 

Our Annual Grandparent’s Day Celebration is Monday, September 9, 9:30am-10:30am in 
your grandchild’s classroom. We enjoy seeing everyone’s grandparents and the children 
do as well! 
 
As a reminder, we are closed Monday, September 2 for Labor Day. We hope everyone 
enjoys a long weekend. 

Lily Bowman 
Director of Salem Little Saints Childcare 

 Sunday, October 20th - For Sale: Blessing vs. Burden 
- Scripture: Genesis 32:22-31, 2 Timothy 3:14--4:5, Luke 18:18-27 
- As we give ourselves to God, we give ourselves to one another. 
- What do you own and what owns you? 

 Sunday, October 27th - Kind: Loving those who are Different from Me 
- Scripture: Proverbs 19:17, Romans 3:19-28, Luke 18:9 – 14; 
-We are called to a love that crosses barriers: social, economic, cultural, and ethnic.         
(The Freedom of a Christian!) 

 Sunday, November 3rd - Called: Sharing Christ’s Suffering and the Suffering of Oth-
ers 
- Scripture: Isaiah 1:10-18, 2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12, John 15:12-20 
- Loving like Jesus can lead to persecution. 

 • Sunday, November 10th - One to Another: Being United with Christ to show His 
Love 
- Scripture: Job 19:23-27a, 2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17, Luke 6:27-36 
- Giving yourself to loving everyone God puts in your path. 

Congregational Life Team Update 

    The congregational life team met for the first time on Monday, August 26th. We de-
veloped our structure for meetings and made some detailed plans for September and 
October. We are hopeful and looking forward to seeing where this new team leads minis-
try at Salem. 
    The focus of the meeting centers around three key questions for each subcommittee: 
1.  What activities are coming up that we should discuss together (planning)? 
2.  What activities can we help one another to complete (supporting)? 
3.  What ministry activities can we think about growing together (brainstorming)? 
    Our primary conversation this month centered around the fall stewardship campaign 
and the connected bible study. We also considered some schedule adjustments for music 
in worship, brainstormed some creative evangelism ideas, and discussed the fall educa-
tion schedule. 
    This team is the heart of ministry at Salem. If you would like to be part of these con-
versations, we welcome you! Congregational life team meets on the third Thursday of 
the month at 5:30 in the Common Grounds. Please ask Pastor Shari if you have any 
questions. 
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 September 2 
Maddilyn Ferrari 
Megan Ferrari 
Gretchen Rix 

Matthew Wilson 
  

September 4 
Phillip Brei 
Eileen Kuhr 

John Menking 
 

September 6 
LeeAnn Esch 

Joshua Godfrey 
Jolene Schauer 

Joyce Siems 
  

September 7 
Clayton Kremlacek 

Harold Miller 
  

September 8 
Nancy Knoell 

  
  September 9 

Andrew Brei 
Darlene Hefti 

Autumn Knapp 
Savannah Knapp 
Sarenatie Porter 

Izik Tant  
 
 

O God, overflow-

ing with mercy 

and compassion, 

you lead back to 

yourself all 

those who go 

astray. Preserve 

your people in 

your loving care, 

that we may re-

ject whatever is 

contrary to you 

and may follow 

all things that 

sustain our life in 

your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Sav-

ior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Prayer of the day 

September 15, 2019 

 

 
September 12 

Brian Siems 
  

September 14 
Marie Gottsch 
Jamie McCoy 

  

September 15 
Nathan Osterloh 
Rosalyn Parde 

  
September 17 
Clarke Anderson 

Janet Scott 
Jerem 

 
September 18 
Brenton Dunn 
Ryker Dunn 

  
September 19 

Katie Reese 
Falyn Walkenhorst 

  
September 20 

Alan Fanning 
  

September 21 
Gary Henkens 

  
September 22 
Dennis Bittner 
Hunter Flitte 

  
  

Sundays in September Special Events 
 

September 8: Families affected by the flooding and members of our congregations 
who volunteered during the flooding will be telling their stories during worship at both 
churches. 
 
September 15: This same group of families, volunteers, and I will travel to our pray-
er partner congregations of Immanuel Stateline and St. John’s at Wymore, NE to 
share these stories. Pastor Suzanne How, who is pastor there, will come to lead wor-
ship in Fremont this Sunday.  
 
September 22: Salem is hosting a community concert and picnic featuring Table 
Grace Ministries and their food truck. This will be in the afternoon and St. Timothy 
members are invited. More details on this will be available soon.  
 
September 29:  Our 5th Sunday Joint worship service will be at St. Timothy. This 
service will be held at 10:30 am, and on this day I will be sharing my stories from my 
study tour in the Holy Land.  We will have a special presentation during fellowship 
starting at 9:30 am, and worship will include themes from the trip as well.  

September 24 
Amanda Ruether 

 
September 25 
Duane Anthony 

Justin Anthony Jr. 
Darci Blakely 

Mia Christ 
Ricky Morrison 
Seth Osterloh 
Jeanne Shires 
John Tlamka 

 
September 26 

Lori Dunn 
  

September 27 
Victoria Godfrey 

Janice Spes 
  

September 28 
Lori Yount 

  
September 29 

Carol Bolden 
Joel Brant 

 
September 30 

James Henry 
Michael Schiessler 



 
 September 1 

Angela Cook 
Valerie Burris 

 William McDonald 
Preston Remington 

 
September 2 

Carol Olson 
  

September 3 
Joel Brant 

Dale Stahlecker, Sr. 
  

September 4 
Rosalyn Parde 

  
September 5 

Pastor J.W. Berry 
Janet Kletke 
Lisa Saxton 

  
September 6 
Paul Heimann 

  
September 8 
Ruth Albright 

Scott Johannesen 
Luke Walters 

  
September 9 
Ted Osterloh 

  
September 10 

Terry Manzel 
Izik Tunink 
Larry Scott 

  
September 11 

Duane Baker 
 

September 12 
Marian Nott 

  
September 13 
Dennis Chapman 
Wanda Kruger 

 
September 14 

Bruce Nelson 
  

September 15 
Sharon Carlson 
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September 16 
Mildred Meyer 

Bernitta Wheelock 
  

September 17 
Anita Kentopp 

Stephanie Obermiller 
 

September 18 
Lauren Clapper 

 
September 19 
Sandra Fenner 
James Henry 

 
September 20 

Kylie Leland 
  

September 21 
Gene Anderson 

  
September 22 
Seth Osterloh 

 
September 24 
Danny McGee 

Leo Spes 
 

September 25 
Kathleen Hartmann 

Gerald Knoell 
Lisa Novak 

Evelyn Romans 
 
 

September 26 
Judy Brant 

Mitch Schwarz 
Lacie Siems 

  
September 27 
Joshua Godfrey 

Barbara Snodgrass 
   
  

September 29 
Rebecca Hartmann 

  
September 30 
Mary Covington 
Victoria Godfrey 

Norma Reker 
Glorian Wickham 

  

God among us, we 

gather in the name 

of your Son to 

learn love for 

one  another. Keep 

our feet from evil 

paths. Turn our 

minds to our  

wisdom and our 

hearts to the 

grace revealed in 

your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Savior 

and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

Prayer of the Day 

September 22, 2019  
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       +          +          +          + 
 
Thank ;you for the beautiful altar flowers 
from the Joan Sales and family.  They 
were beautiful and very much appreciat-
ed.  Also thank you Bernitta Wheelock for 
delivering them, always enjoy our visits.  
Thank Jeannie Shires for the birthday card 
signed from my friends at Salem for my 
94th birthday. 
 
Thank you, 
Virgene Muller 
       +          +          +          + 
 
Thank you for the beautiful altar flowers I 
received from Wanda Kruger, her thought-
fulness was much appreciated.  Also 
thanks to Pastor Shari for her visit at the 
Med Center in May. 
 
Bruce Krueger 
 
        +          +         +          + 
 
Thank you so much to Rod & Sarah Frost 
for the beautiful bright and cheary August 
18th altar flowers and to Bernitta Whee-
lock for the delivery and nice visit.  Thanks 
also to Joanne Miller for all the 1st Sunday 
Communions. 
 
Blessing to All, 
Jean Kinport 

O God, rich in 

mercy, you look 

with compassion 

on this troubled 

world. Feed us 

with your grace, 

and grant us the 

treasure that 

comes only from 

you, through Je-

sus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer of the Day 

September 29, 2019  

Steve and Michelle Johannesen  
September 1, 2007—12 years 

 
Mitch and Megan Schwarz 

September 2, 2011—8 years 
 

Mark and Carolyn Rix 
September 4, 1976—43 years 

 
Christopher and Katie Tank 
September 4, 2010—9 years 

 
Rob and Katie Bishop 

September 9, 2006—13 years 
 

Jared and Kylie Leland 
September 10, 2016—3 years 

 
Matthew and Desirae Leonard 
September 12, 2015—4 years 

 
James and Edie Messerschmidt 
September 14, 1996—23 years 

 
 John and Jolene Schauer 

September 15, 1984—35 years 
 

Joel and Gina Brant 
September 18, 2010—9 years 

 
Chris and Heather Menn 

September 19, 2009—10 years 
 

Ricky and DeAun Lucas 
September 21, 2013—6 years 

 
Barry and Kerry Reker 

September 21, 1996—23 years 
 

Dennis and Lou Leland 
September 22, 1979—40 years 

 
James and Margaret Henry 

September 23, 1967—52 years 
 

Bruce and Kaylene Krueger 
September 23,1961—58 years 

 
Phillip and Bev Brei 

September 26, 1981—38 years 
 

Alan and Barbara Fanning 
September 27, 1981—38 years 

 
Paul and Marilyn Harms 

September 27, 1953—66 years 
 

Keith and Sheryl Tank 
September 29, 1984—35 years 

 
If we accidentally missed your  
anniversary this month, please  
let us know (402-721-6158)  

so that we can correct/update  
our computer records. 

CROP Hunger Walk – Sunday, October 
13th—We will gather with members of St. 
Timothy and other congregations  
in our community to fight hunger both 
here and around the world for this year’s 
CROP Walk. We need Walkers and  
sponsors for the Fremont CROP Hunger 
Walk on October 13th. Please see the  
information in the Narthex for more  
details and to sign up to be a Walker, a 
sponsor, or both. You may also call Karen 
Carstensen at 402-212-9855. 25%  
of this year’s proceeds will be given to 
LifeHouse to feed the hungry right here  
in Fremont. Thanks for helping feed the 
hungry both in our community and 
throughout the world. 

 



 
 
 
 

 
Informational Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, September 8, 2019, 9:30 a.m.  As noted this is an informational 
meeting only in order to update the congregation on several ministry areas.  
 
Life House Meal (formerly called Care Corps Meal) — July Life House meal was provided by the ladies' circles.  
Thank you to Karin Henkens, Lorna Knudson, Barb Anderson, Shirley Severa, Jo Hefti, Bev Weitzenkamp, Joyce Siems, 
and Janet Kletke for providing food.  Residents enjoyed ham, salads, green beans, milk, and juice. Dessert was provid-
ed by The Table.  Joanne Miller provided financial support for the ham. Janet Kletke and Joyce served along with two  
residents from Lifehouse.  
August Life House Meal was provided by Church Council.  Residents enjoyed pulled pork sandwiches, baked beans, 
chips, and dessert.  Thank you to Church Council for all that you do for the church and our community. 
 
Women of the ELCA mark your calendars -- Take some time for yourself and be inspired and refreshed at the Con-
vention and Gathering for the women of the Nebraska Synod October 11-13, 2019, at Carol Joy Holling Camp. There 
will be speakers, workshops, and fellowship opportunities. For registration information, contact Sandy Terry or visit the 
website at www.tinyurl.com/nebraskawelca for registration forms. Registrations are due September 30, 2019. 
 
School is in session....are you ready for a break??? We have the perfect solution for a relaxing afternoon. Our 
Luther’s Lifesavers Relay For Life team is planning our annual Tailgate and Decorate on Saturday, September 21st from 
1-3ish. The cost will again be $20 which includes all you need for 2 crafts. All proceeds go to Relay For Life of  Dodge 
County. We plan on one “sharing” craft this year. We will be making “ giving plates” that can be filled with treats and 
shared with someone else. We will also be making fabric cross signs. We will be available for sign up during the 1st 3 
Sunday’s in September so we have a count for supplies....we always have extra, so we welcome anyone on that day 
also. Thank you for your support. Cancer doesn’t stop and neither will we, until we have a day when no one has to hear 
the words......you have cancer. 

New Fall Schedule for 2019 Begins 
August 28th - 7:00 PM  Choir Rehearsal – Every Wednesday Night  

September 4th - 5:00 PM  Bell Choir Rehearsal – Every Wednesday Night  

September 4th - 5:15 PM  Feast For All – Every Wednesday Night – Fellowship Hall  

September 4th – 6:00 PM Elementary Education Time – Every Wednesday Night 

September 4th — 6:30 PM High School Youth Group — Every Wednesday Night 

September 6th – 7:00 AM Men’s Bible Study – Every Friday Morning – CG Building 

September 6th – 11:30 AM Bible Study – Every Friday Morning – Lounge 

September 9th – 6:00 PM ELL Classes – Every Monday & Wednesday – CG & Church   

September 15th – 9:45 AM Intergenerational Education – Every Sunday Morning – Lounge 

September 19th – 5:30 PM Congregational Life Mtg – Every Third Thursday – CG Building 
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Council Reports   Newsletter articles 
are due by noon on   are due by noon on 
September 4, 2019   September 20, 2019 

Financial update 
Month Ending July, 2019 

                               July Actual              YTD Actual             YTD Budget 

Income                     $19,863.60               $161,205.07             $155,558.00 

Committee Exp              $791.40                 $16,503.56               $16,055.00 

Operating Exp             $10,074.40               $68,570.76              $72,200.00 

Payroll Exp                  $8,270.53                 $79,051.39              $93,409.15 

Net Income/Loss           $727.27                   -$2,920.64             -$26,106.15 
--  
Matt Wilson, Finance 
We could use some more radio donations. 

 
Designated Funds— 
$80,693.92 
 
Member Contributions— 
$154,642.22 



 
 
 
 

Lead Pastor 
Pastor Shari Schwedhelm 
 
 
 

Salem Little Saints Director 
Lily Bowman, Director 
402-727-6300 
salemlbowman@gmail.com 
 
 

Administrative Assistant 
Verna Kimball 
402-721-6158 
slutheran6386@msn.com 
 
 

Adult Choir Director 
Rosie Parde   
402-721-0944 
salemrparde@msn.com 
 
 

Adult Handbell Choir Director 
Matt Wilson 
402-727-9467 
Mewilson520@earthlink.net 
 
 

Custodian 
Virginia Sagastume 
402-721-6158 
 
 

Records Volunteer: 
Jeanette Stinemates 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Assisting Ministers 
TBD 
 
 

Acolytes 
Melissa Godfrey & Tammy Flittie 
402-720-6491 or 402-981-0140 
 
Musicians 
Projection  
Sound 
Video 
TBD 
 
 
 

Children’s Message 
Communion Set Up 
Readers 
Barbara Anderson  402-727-4585 
 

Greeters 
TBD 
 
 

Ushers  
Don Godfrey 402-720-6491 

Address 
401 East Military Avenue, 
Fremont, NE 68025 
Phone 
402-721-6158 Voice 
402-727-0482 Fax 
Email 
slutheran6386@msn.com 
Web 
www.salemfremont.org  
Facebook 
Salem Lutheran Church 

8:30 a.m.– Worship Service 
 
Holy Communion on the 
first, third and fifth Sundays 
of the month  
 
Fifth Sunday is a joint 
service with St. Timothy 
Lutheran Church 
Sundays 9:00 a.m. 

Radio:  Big Dog 98.9 FM  
            KHUB-1340 AM 
 
Cable:   Spectrum 
            Channel 1304 
 Wednesdays  
 2:00 pm & 7:00 pm 
 Thursdays  
 12:00 pm & 6:00 pm 

9:45 a.m.– Sundays    
Intergenerational      
Education Time  
 
7:00 a.m. Fridays  
Men’s Bible Study/CG 
 
11:30 a.m.  Fridays  
Bible Study/CG 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Email Updates 

 
Please contact the church office if you have an 
email address and are not receiving the weekly 

email news and opportunities that are  
happening. Contact the church office at  

402-721-6158 or email slutheran6386@msn.com 

Monday—Thursday 
8:00 a.m.—Noon 
1:00 p.m.—5:00 p.m. 
Friday 
8:00 a.m.—Noon 
1:00 p.m.—4:00 p.m. 

 
Pastoral Acts in July & August 

 
Funeral 

Marcella M. Busse 
July 26, 2019 

 

Signup Sheets for 2019  
Altar Flowers, Radio Broadcast,  

and Donuts  
are up on the bulletin board by the  

stairway to the office.   
 
 

September Dates available: 
Flowers: none 
Donuts: 1st, 29th 
Radio Broadcast: 1st, 8th, 15th,  
                          22nd, 29th 
 
October Dates available: 
Flowers: 13th 
Donuts: 6th, 13th, 20th, 27th  
Radio Broadcast: 6th, 13th, 20th, 27th 
 
 

Cost for flowers—$30.00 
Cost for Donuts—$30.00 

Cost for Radio Broadcast—$150.00 


