
Salem September 8  
13th Sunday after Pentecost 
ELW Setting Three 
 
RADIO WELCOME 
Good Morning. Welcome to Salem Lutheran Church. We 
welcome all of you to worship today, especially those of you 
who are visiting, or are worshiping with us on Big Dog radio 
98.9, KHUB 1340, or viewing on Spectrum cable. Please join 
us for coffee and fellowship following the service today.   

This morning we welcome Gloria Breithaupt at the piano and 
thank her for sharing her musical talents with us today. 

During this season of Pentecost, we celebrate the inbreaking 
of the Holy Spirit into the world so long ago, and we pause 
to give witness to work of the Holy Spirit in our lives.  We 
hope and pray that your time here this morning fills you with 
new breath for your week to come. 

Today is a special day here at Salem because during "God's 
Work. Our Hands Sunday" we are hearing the stories of how 
our hands came together and worked in a special way this 
year.  Today we will hear flood stories from our own. 
Members of Salem and St. Timothy, volunteers who came 
and served in the shelter, and those whose lives have been 
impacted by the flood are here to tell their stories.   

Next Sunday we will share these stories with one of the 
congregations that has committed to specifically pray for us 
and support us during and after the flood, Immanuel 
Stateline and St. John's at Wymore, NE.  Their Pastor, 
Suzanne How, will be here leading worship with you, while 
we travel to them to share this story. 

 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the fountain of living water, 
the rock who gave us birth, 
our light and our salvation. 
Amen. 



Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with 
God's mercy and forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift 
of baptism. We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning 
your Spirit moved over the waters and by your Word you 
created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. 
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his 
family. Through the sea you led your people Israel from 
slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by 
John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water and your 
Word you claim us as daughters and sons, making us heirs of 
your promise and servants of all. We praise you for the gift of 
water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for the 
gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and 
renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. To you 
be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG Will You Come and Follow Me: The 
Summons (ELW 798) 

 



 
GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
Direct us, O Lord God, in all our doings with your 
continual help, that in all our works, begun, continued, 
and ended in you, we may glorify your holy name; and 
finally, by your mercy, bring us to everlasting life, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
FIRST READING: Genesis 7:11-16 
11In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second 
month, on the seventeenth day of the month, on that day all 
the fountains of the great deep burst forth, and the windows 
of the heavens were opened. 12The rain fell on the earth 
forty days and forty nights. 13On the very same day Noah 



with his sons, Shem and Ham and Japheth, and Noah's wife 
and the three wives of his sons entered the ark, 14they and 
every wild animal of every kind, and all domestic animals of 
every kind, and every creeping thing that creeps on the 
earth, and every bird of every kind — every bird, every 
winged creature. 15They went into the ark with Noah, two 
and two of all flesh in which there was the breath of 
life. 16And those that entered, male and female of all flesh, 
went in as God had commanded him; and the LORD shut 
him in. 
 
The word of the lord, 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION When Peace like a River: It Is 
Well with My Soul (ELW 785) 

 
 



GOSPEL: Luke 14:25-33 
The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
Jesus speaks frankly about the fearsome costs of 
discipleship. Those who follow him should know from the 
outset that completing the course of discipleship will finally 
mean renouncing all other allegiances. 

25Now large crowds were traveling with [Jesus;] and he 
turned and said to them, 26“Whoever comes to me and does 
not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and 
sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple. 
27Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be 
my disciple. 28For which of you, intending to build a tower, 
does not first sit down and estimate the cost, to see whether 
he has enough to complete it? 29Otherwise, when he has laid 
a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it will 
begin to ridicule him, 30saying, ‘This fellow began to build 
and was not able to finish.’ 31Or what king, going out to 
wage war against another king, will not sit down first and 
consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the 
one who comes against him with twenty thousand? 32If he 
cannot, then, while the other is still far away, he sends a 
delegation and asks for the terms of peace. 33So therefore, 
none of you can become my disciple if you do not give up all 
your possessions.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
CHILDREN'S MESSAGE 
 
CHOIR ANTHEM 
"Cry of My Heart" (BOTB 42)  
 
SERMON – FLOOD STORIES 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  
We All Are One in Mission (ELW 576) 



 
CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the 

dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 



the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
OFFERING Change My Heart, O God (ELW 801) 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love 
endures forever. You bring forth bread from the earth and 
fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts, that we 
might be for the world signs of your gracious presence in 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus 
taught us. 



Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
The God of steadfastness and encouragement 
grant you to live in harmony with one another, 
in accordance with Christ Jesus. 
Amen. 
The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy 
Spirit. 
Amen. 

The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
SENDING SONG 
Go Out as the People of God (BOTB 69) 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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