Salem September 27, 2020
17th Sunday after Pentecost
ELW Holy Communion Setting Two

WELCOME

Good Morning. Welcome to Salem Lutheran Church. We
welcome all of you to worship today, especially those of you
who are worshiping with us on Big Dog radio 98.9, KHUB
1340, or viewing on Spectrum cable or Facebook Live.

There are several places where you can find a copy of our
bulletin to follow along with today’s service. If you are part of
our email list, you received one earlier this week. It is also
found on our Facebook page and on our website at
salemfremont.org under bulletin board. On our website under
sermons, you will also find a recording of the sermon each
week.

This morning we welcome Greg Johnson at the piano and
thank him for sharing his musical talents with us today.

During this season of Pentecost, we celebrate the inbreaking
of the Holy Spirit into the world so long ago, and we pause to
give witness to work of the Holy Spirit in our lives. We hope
and pray that your time here this morning fills you with new
breath for your week to come.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ++ one God,
who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your
people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us
the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin,
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one
another.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned
from you and given ourselves into the power of sin.
We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your
compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown,
things we have done and things we have failed to do.
Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so
that we may live and serve you in newness of life
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead
in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you
have been saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins
are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power
through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts
through faith. Amen.

GATHERING SONG
Dearest Jesus, at Your Word (ELW 520)
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1 Dear-est Je - sus, at  your word we have come a -
2 All  our knowl-edge, sense, and sight lie in deep - est
3 Ra - diance of God’s glo - ry bright, Light of Light from
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gain  to hear you; let our thoughts and hearts be stirred
dark - ness shroud - ed till your Spir - it breaks the  night,
God pro - ceed - ing, Je - sus, send your bless - ed light;
ad - o - ra - tion!l Grant us what we need the most:

and in glow-ing faith be near you as the prom - is -
fill - ing us with light wun - cloud - ed. All good thoughts and
help our hear-ing, speak - ing, heed - ing, that our prayers and
all  your gos-pel’s con - so - la - tion while we here on
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es here giv - en draw us whol - ly up to heav - en.

all good liv - ing come but by  your gra - cious giv - ing.

songs may please you, as  with grate - ful hearts we praise you.

earth a - wait you, till in heav’'n with praise we greet you.

Text: Tobias Clausnitzer, 1619-1684, sts. 1-3; Gesangbuch, Betlin, 1707, st. 4; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, adapt.
Music: LIEBSER JESU, WIR SIND HIER, Johann R. Ahle, 1625-1673

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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Glo-ry to God in the high -est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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[ i-,- I } dl' I\’ I | 1 P ‘ I i il i IF/ I.

J [ 4 [ 4 7

God, you take a-waythe sin of the world: have mer-cy on us; you are

o]
Y
It S
A 93 ——
v ¥ T "

seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa - ther: re - ceive our prayer.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and
failings. Give us your grace to overcome them, keep us
from those things that harm us, and guide us in the
way of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING: Exodus 17:1-7

A reading from Exodus.

'From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the
Israelites journeyed by stages, as the LORD commanded.
They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the
people to drink. “The people quarreled with Moses, and said,
"Give us water to drink." Moses said to them, "Why do you
quarrel with me? Why do you test the LORD?" °But the
people thirsted there for water; and the people complained
against Moses and said, "Why did you bring us out of Egypt,
to kill us and our children and livestock with thirst?" “So
Moses cried out to the LORD, "What shall I do with this
people? They are almost ready to stone me." °The LORD



said to Moses, "Go on ahead of the people, and take some
of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff
with which you struck the Nile, and go. °I will be standing
there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock,
and water will come out of it, so that the people may drink."
Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. "He called
the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites
quarreled and tested the LORD, saying, "Is the LORD among
us or not?"

Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16 (Tone 8)
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'Hear my teaching, | O my people;
incline your ears to the words | of my mouth.
I will open my mouth | in a parable;
I will declare the mysteries of | ancient times—
that which we have heard and known, and what our fore-
| bears have told us,
we will not hide | from their children.

“We will recount to generations to come the
praiseworthy deeds and the power | of the LorbD,
and the wonderful works | God has done.
12God worked marvels in the sight | of their ancestors,

in the land of Egypt, in the | field of Zoan,
13gplitting open the sea and letting | them pass

through;

making the waters stand | up like walls;
“leading them with a | cloud by day,

and all the night with a | glow of fire;
15gplitting the rocks | in the wilderness

and giving them drink as | from the deep;
'%bringing streams out | of a rock,

making them flow down | like a river.



SECOND READING: Philippians 2:1-13

A reading from Philippians.

As part of a call for harmony rather than self-seeking, Paul
uses a very early Christian hymn that extols the selflessness
of Christ in his obedient death on the cross. Christ’s selfless
perspective is to be the essential perspective we share as
the foundation for Christian accord.

'If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any
consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any
compassion and sympathy, ‘make my joy complete: be of
the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord
and of one mind. °Do nothing from selfish ambition or
conceit, but in humility regard others as better than
yourselves. “Let each of you look not to your own interests,
but to the interests of others. °Let the same mind be in you
that was in Christ Jesus,
®who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be exploited,
’but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form,
®he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death—
even death on a cross.

“Therefore God also highly exalted him

and gave him the name

that is above every name,
Us0 that at the name of Jesus

every knee should bend,

in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
"land every tongue should confess

that Jesus Christ is Lord,

to the glory of God the Father.

“Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed



me, not only in my presence, but much more now in my
absence, work out your own salvation with fear and
trembling; **for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you
both to will and to work for his good pleasure.

Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Matthew 21:23-32

The holy gospel according to Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.

After driving the moneychangers out of the temple (21:12),
Jesus begins teaching there. His authority is questioned by
the religious leaders, who are supposed to be in charge of
the temple.

23When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the
elders of the people came to him as he was teaching, and
said, "By what authority are you doing these things, and
who gave you this authority?” **Jesus said to them, I will
also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I
will also tell you by what authority I do these things. *°Did
the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human
origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From
heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe
him?’ “°But if we say, ‘Of human origin,” we are afraid of the
crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” ?/So they answered
Jesus, “"We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will
I tell you by what authority I am doing these things.

“8*What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to
the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’
*He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind



and went. *°The father went to the second and said the
same; and he answered, 'I go, sir’; but he did not go.
3'Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said,
“The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax
collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of
God ahead of you. *’For John came to you in the way of
righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax
collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after
you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him.”
The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE
SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY
Change My Heart, O God (ELW 801)

Change My Heart, O God

G s e s,

Change my heart, O God: make it ev-er true.
End
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Maold me  and make  me; this is what T pray

Text: Eddlic Espinas, b, 1953
Music: CHANGE MY HEART. Eddie Espinosa
Text anil tusic © 19K2 Mercy Vineyrand Publishing, adein. Masdy Seevices
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APOSTLE'S CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of
heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On
the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will
come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the
church, the world, and all those in need.

In all the world, give your church unity. Inspire all the
baptized with the mind of Christ. Where the church is
powerful and where it struggles, shape us with humility and
obedience so that your love may be at work in us. Lord, in
your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Your Son took on all of bodily life in our world, even to
death. Preserve and keep your creation, O God. Mend and
redeem places that are polluted and damaged, so that all of
creation confesses you as Lord. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Turn the nations toward life. Where our ways are unfair,
give us new hearts and new spirits. Where sin permeates
our cultures and institutions (especially), change our minds
and teach us to trust your authority. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Our lives are yours, O God. Relieve the suffering of those
who are ill in body, mind, or spirit. Defend the lives and



welfare of children who are abused or neglected, hungry or
exploited, bullied or lonely. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Turn this congregation away from our own interests toward
the interests of others. Fill us with your compassion and
sympathy. Bless ministries of care in our community
(especially); make us into signs of your mercy and justice for
our neighbors. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Thank you for those who have gone into the kingdom ahead
of us—tax collectors and prostitutes, likely and unlikely,
obedient and slow to learn. By their witness, teach us to
confess Jesus Christ as Lord in life and in death. Lord, in
your mercy,

hear our prayer.

All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we
entrust to your mercy; through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING

For your many blessings Lord,

we give you thanks and praise.

For all these things and those unspoken,
We are thankful Lord. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING
Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise (ELW 207)
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Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Ronald A. Nelson, b. 1927
Text and music © 1978, 1995 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from
the earth and nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts
toward those who hunger in any way, that all may know
your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD

Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you
made all things: you spoke light into darkness, called forth
beauty from chaos, and brought life into being.

For your Word of life, O God, we give you thanks and
praise.

By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your
wonderful gifts: freedom from captivity, water on the desert
journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with
you.

For your Word of life, O God, we give you thanks and
praise.

Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and
call us to witness: forgiveness through the cross, life to
those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love.

For your Word of life, O God, we give you thanks and
praise.



Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within
us: renew our faith, increase our hope, and deepen our love,
for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O
God, draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus
taught us.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

The God of steadfastness and encouragement

grant you to live in harmony with one another,

in accordance with Christ Jesus.

Amen.

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy
Spirit.

Amen.

The God of all grace + bless you now and forever.
Amen.



SENDING SONG
Sent Forth by God's Blessing (ELW 547)
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Your grace shall in - cite us, your love shall u -  nite us

Then may all the liv - ing with praise and thanks - giv - ing
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to work for your king - dom and an - swer your  call.
give hon - or to Christ and his  name that we bear.

Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt.
Music: THE ASH GROVE, Welsh folk tune
Text © 1964 World Library Publications, 3708 River Rd., Franklin Park, IL 60131-2158. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.
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