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RADIO WELCOME 
Good Morning. Welcome to Salem Lutheran Church. We 
welcome all of you to worship today, especially those of you 
who are worshiping with us on Big Dog radio 98.9, KHUB 
1340, or viewing on Spectrum cable or Facebook Live. 

There are several places where you can find a copy of our 
bulletin to follow along with today’s service. It is found on 
our Facebook page and on our website at salemfremont.org 
under bulletin board. On our website under sermons, you 
will also find a recording of the sermon each week. 

This morning we welcome Gloria Breithaupt at the piano and 
thank her for sharing her musical talents with us today. 

This week we also celebrate Veterans Day, and during our 
service today we will pause to pray for our Veterans.  At this 
time I would ask that all those here today who have served 
in our armed forces please stand and be recognized. Thank 
you for your service. 

This morning we conclude our fall stewardship series entitled 
“Leading Generously.” During these five weeks, we pause to 
consider how God calls us to lead by serving others, and 
what that looks like in our lives today. We will consider the 
legacy we leave, following Jesus’ example, as we invest our 
time and efforts in shaping the world around us for Christ. 

 
STORIES OF LEADING GENEROUSLY 
Dennis Remington  
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the fountain of living water, 
the rock who gave us birth, 
our light and our salvation. 
Amen. 



Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with 
God's mercy and forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift 
of baptism. 
 
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit 
moved over the waters and by your Word you created the 
world, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through the 
waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into 
freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and 
anointed with the Holy Spirit. 
 
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. We praise 
you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we 
praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us 
with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness, 
grace, and love. 
 
To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our 
Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG Love, Love, Love!  

 



 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
O God of justice and love, you illumine our way 
through life with the words of your Son. Give us the 
light we need, and awaken us to the needs of others, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
FIRST READING: Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25 
In the Near East, covenant means “agreement” or “alliance.” 
It describes relationships and is the primary word used to 
characterize the relationship between God and Israel. By 
delivering Israel, God has already begun the relationship. 
Joshua calls upon the people to respond. 

A reading from Joshua. 
1Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, 
and summoned the elders, the heads, the judges, and the 
officers of Israel; and they presented themselves before 
God. 2And Joshua said to all the people, "Thus says the 
LORD, the God of Israel: Long ago your ancestors — Terah 
and his sons Abraham and Nahor — lived beyond the 
Euphrates and served other gods. 3Then I took your father 
Abraham from beyond the River and led him through all the 
land of Canaan and made his offspring many. I gave him 
Isaac; 14Now therefore revere the LORD, and serve him in 
sincerity and in faithfulness; put away the gods that your 
ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve 



the LORD. 15Now if you are unwilling to serve the LORD, 
choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your 
ancestors served in the region beyond the River or the gods 
of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me 
and my household, we will serve the LORD." 
16Then the people answered, "Far be it from us that we 
should forsake the LORD to serve other gods; 17for it is the 
LORD our God who brought us and our ancestors up from 
the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did 
those great signs in our sight. He protected us along all the 
way that we went, and among all the peoples through whom 
we passed; 18and the LORD drove out before us all the 
peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we 
also will serve the LORD, for he is our God." 
19But Joshua said to the people, "You cannot serve the 
LORD, for he is a holy God. He is a jealous God; he will not 
forgive your transgressions or your sins. 20If you forsake the 
LORD and serve foreign gods, then he will turn and do you 
harm, and consume you, after having done you good." 21And 
the people said to Joshua, "No, we will serve the LORD!" 
22Then Joshua said to the people, "You are witnesses 
against yourselves that you have chosen the LORD, to serve 
him." And they said, "We are witnesses." 23He said, "Then 
put away the foreign gods that are among you, and incline 
your hearts to the LORD, the God of Israel." 24The people 
said to Joshua, "The LORD our God we will serve, and him 
we will obey." 25So Joshua made a covenant with the people 
that day, and made statutes and ordinances for them at 
Shechem.  
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
SECOND READING: Philippians 2:5-11 
Paul uses an early Christian hymn to help us comprehend 
Jesus’ obedient selflessness on the cross and how God has 
made Christ lord over all reality. The perspective of the cross 
becomes the way we rightly understand God, Christ, our 
own lives, and fellowship within the community of Christ. 



A reading from Philippians. 
5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
 6who, though he was in the form of God, 
 did not regard equality with God 
 as something to be exploited, 
 7but emptied himself, 
 taking the form of a slave, 
 being born in human likeness. 
 And being found in human form, 
 8he humbled himself 
 and became obedient to the point of death —  
 even death on a cross. 
 9Therefore God also highly exalted him 
 and gave him the name 
 that is above every name, 
 10so that at the name of Jesus 
 every knee should bend, 
 in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
 11and every tongue should confess 
 that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
 to the glory of God the Father. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 
 
 



GOSPEL: Matthew 22:34-46 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
Put on the spot by the Pharisees, Jesus displays wisdom by 
summarizing the law of God in just two commandments and 
by demonstrating the Messiah must be more than the son of 
David. 
34When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the 
Sadducees, they gathered together, 35and one of them, a 
lawyer, asked him a question to test him. 36Teacher, which 
commandment in the law is the greatest? 37He said to him, " 
'You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and 
with all your soul, and with all your mind.' 38This is the 
greatest and first commandment. 39And a second is like it: 
'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.' 40On these two 
commandments hang all the law and the prophets." 
41Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus 
asked them this question: 42What do you think of the 
Messiah? Whose son is he? They said to him, "The son of 
David." 43He said to them, "How is it then that David by the 
Spirit calls him Lord, saying, 
 44'The Lord said to my Lord, 
 "Sit at my right hand, 
 until I put your enemies under your feet" '? 
45If David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son?" 46No 
one was able to give him an answer, nor from that day did 
anyone dare to ask him any more questions. 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
CHILDREN'S MESSAGE 
 
STEWARDSHIP VIDEO 
Week 5: Essence  
 
SERMON 
 
 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY I Love to Tell the Story (ELW 661) 

 
 
CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of 
heaven and earth.  
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On 
the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 



he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 
come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER FOR VETERANS 
God of compassion, God of dignity and strength, 
Watch over the veterans of our nation this day. 
In recognition of their loyal service to our nation, 
Bless them with wholeness and love; 
Shelter them; Heal their wounds; 
Comfort their hearts; Grant them peace. 
  
God of justice and truth, Rock of our lives, 
Bless these men and women of courage and valor 
with a deep and abiding understanding of our profound 
gratitude. Protect them and their families from loneliness 
and want. Grant them lives of joy and bounty. May their 
dedication and honor be remembered as a blessing from 
generation to generation. 
  
Blessed are You, Protector and Redeemer, Our Shield and 
our Stronghold. In the name of Jesus we pray. Amen 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the 
outpouring of God’s power on the church, our brothers and 
sisters at St. Timothy Lutheran, the world, and all in need. 

Holy Creator, surprise and delight us with the beauty of the 
world you have made. Bless the work of landscapers, 
architects, and artists whose work invites us into harmonious 
living with your creation. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 



Holy Judge, let justice roll down like waters over this world. 
Reign over the courtrooms of every land, in the hearts of 
those who guard the law and those who stand accused of 
crimes. Be present in cases where we long for both justice 
and mercy to prevail. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Holy Companion, console those who feel lonely or 
abandoned. Share the hours of those who live and eat 
alone. Comfort those who have few friends or who struggle 
with their identity and place in this world (especially). Hear 
us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Holy Protector, be with all observing Veterans Day. Guard 
the lives of active duty and retired military personnel. 
Comfort all who mourn those who have died in the line of 
duty. Heal the wounds, both physical and mental, 
experienced by service members. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Holy and Immortal One, we pray in thanksgiving for the lives 
of all who have died. Remind us of the frailty and shortness 
of our own lives and inspire us to use them for the building 
up of your kingdom. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, 
until that day when you gather all creation around your 
throne where you will reign forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING 
For your many blessings Lord, 
we give you thanks and praise. 
For all these things and those unspoken, 
We are thankful Lord.  Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
STEWARDSHIP VIDEO TEACHING MOMENT 



PRAYER OF COMMITMENT 
God of Amazing Abundance, you’ve blessed us so incredibly 
richly.  And yet, too often we fail to trust your promises and 
your provision.  Instead of generously sharing what you’ve 
entrusted to us and investing ourselves in your quest to save 
the world, we’ve hoarded your blessings and failed to sow 
seeds of your abundant love.  Forgive us and guide us in 
Leading Generously as we know we are called to do.  Help 
us to see your abundant blessings as signs of your love, and 
help us to show that love to others through our own 
generous living.  Lord, as we now prepare our pledges to the 
work of Salem Lutheran Church, help us to find our place of 
service here, and lead us to embrace the life that is truly 
life.  We ask these things in your son’s precious name. 
Amen.  
 
OFFERING  
We Give Thee but Thine Own (ELW 686, vs. 1) 

 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits 
of your creation, and with them our very lives. Teach us 
patience and hope as we care for all those in need until the 
coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 



THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 
Let us pray. 
O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you 
illumine our way through life with the words of your Son. 
Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others, 
and at the end bring all the world to your feast; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and 
the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.  
Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus 
taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now 

and forever. 
Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SENDING SONG O Beautiful for Spacious Skies: 
America the Beautiful (ELW 888) 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God. 
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