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PROCESSIONAL HYMN Lift High the Cross (ELW 660) 

 
RADIO WELCOME 
Good Morning. Welcome to Salem Lutheran Church. We 
welcome all of you to worship today, especially those of you 
who are visiting, or are worshiping with us on Big Dog radio 
98.9, KHUB 1340, or viewing on Spectrum cable. Please join 
us for coffee and fellowship following the service today.  

Today we welcome Greg Johnson at the organ and thank 
him for sharing his talents with us today. We also thank 
Sandy Terry for sharing the message with us today. 

On this Christ the King Sunday, we celebrate the reign of 
Christ in our lives and remember the One who came to save 
us from our sins.  May this day of celebration remind us of 
the power of God which rules over all forces of evil in the 
world. 

 



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
We are God’s people, sheep of the Spirit’s fold, lambs of 
Christ’s flock, sinners of God’s redeeming. 
Amen. 

Let us come before God, who already knows our hearts and 
welcomes our humility. 

Loving God, 

Our thoughts, our words, and our deeds are an open 
book to you. You have seen where we fall short. You 
know where we have strayed as individuals and as 
your church. In your mercy, forgive us and guide us 
into right ways of being— ways of welcome, paths of 
mercy, habits of grace— so that we may live renewed 
in the joy of our salvation, prepared, equipped, and 
ready to meet Christ in our neighbors and in your 
creation. Amen. 

God’s ways are not our ways and God’s thoughts are not our 
thoughts. Before we were made, God brought creation out of 
nothing and peace out of chaos. In this same love, God 
unyokes you from sin and binds you to a new life and new 
living in Jesus Christ.  Rejoice and be glad! Yours is the 
kingdom of God. 

Amen 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



KYRIE (ELW p. 120) 

 

 
 
 
 



CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 121) 

 



 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
Most high God, you know our whole truth, and you 
give us refuge in the shadow of your wings. Continue 
to raise up girls and women to serve Christ’s church 
and strengthen all in the vocations to which you call 
us. And at the last, gather us with Miriam and the 
saints to dance on the safe side of the sea, through 
Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen. 
 
FIRST READING: Exodus 15:19-21 
Miriam’s song of celebration is possibly one of the oldest 
sections of the Hebrew scriptures. The song fragment 
predates the Song of Moses, which contains similar phrasing. 
This celebration scene demonstrates Miriam’s role as a 
leader and a prophet, leading people in praising God and in 
a song of thanksgiving for salvation from harm. 
A reading from Exodus. 
19When the horses of Pharaoh with his chariots and his 
chariot drivers went into the sea, the LORD brought back the 
waters of the sea upon them; but the Israelites walked 
through the sea on dry ground. 
20Then the prophet Miriam, Aaron's sister, took a tambourine 
in her hand; and all the women went out after her with 
tambourines and with dancing. 21And Miriam sang to them: 
 "Sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously; 
 horse and rider he has thrown into the sea." 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 



PSALM: Psalm 46 

 
 1God is our ref- | uge and strength, 
  a very present | help in trouble. 
 2Therefore we will not fear, though the | earth be 
moved, 
  and though the mountains shake in the depths | 
of the sea; 
 3though its waters | rage and foam, 
  and though the mountains tremble | with its tumult. 
 4There is a river whose streams make glad the cit- | 
y of God, 
  the holy habitation of | the Most High. 
 5God is in the midst of the city; it shall | not be shaken; 
  God shall help it at the | break of day. 
 6The nations rage, and the | kingdoms shake; 
  God speaks, and the earth | melts away.  
 7The LORD of | hosts is with us; 
  the God of Jacob | is our stronghold. 
 8Come now, regard the works | of the LORD, 
  what desolations God has brought up- | on the 
earth; 
 9behold the one who makes war to cease in | all the 
world; 
  who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns 
the | shields with fire. 
 10“Be still, then, and know that | I am God; 
  I will be exalted among the nations; I will be 
exalted | in the earth.” 
 11The LORD of | hosts is with us; 
  the God of Jacob | is our stronghold.  
SECOND READING: Galatians 3:26-29 
Paul wants the Galatian Christians to understand that they 
are all equally valued by God. The distinctions that seem 
important in the world do not exist in God’s kingdom. Christ 
calls, clothes, and commissions all people equally for God’s 
work in the world. 



A reading from Galatians. 
26for in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith. 
27As many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed 
yourselves with Christ. 28There is no longer Jew or Greek, 
there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and 
female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. 29And if you 
belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs 
according to the promise. 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 124) 

 
GOSPEL: Luke 23:33-43 
The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
Amid scoffing and slander from those who sarcastically call 
him Messiah and king, Jesus reveals that to be Messiah and 
king is to give one’s life for others. Here he uses his power 
to welcome a despised sinner to paradise but puts his own 
death into God’s hands. 

33When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they 
crucified Jesus there with the criminals, one on his right and 
one on his left. 34⟦Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them; 

for they do not know what they are doing.”⟧ And they cast 

lots to divide his clothing. 35And the people stood by, 
watching; but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, “He saved 
others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his 
chosen one!” 36The soldiers also mocked him, coming up 
and offering him sour wine, 37and saying, “If you are the 
King of the Jews, save yourself!” 38There was also an 
inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.” 
  39One of the criminals who were hanged there kept 



deriding him and saying, “Are you not the Messiah? Save 
yourself and us!” 40But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do 
you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of 
condemnation? 41And we indeed have been condemned 
justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but 
this man has done nothing wrong.” 42Then he said, “Jesus, 
remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 43He 
replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in 
Paradise.” 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
CHOIR ANTHEM “Enter Paradise” 
 
CHILDREN'S MESSAGE – PAT LUDEKE 
 
SERMON – SANDY TERRY 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  
Crown Him with Many Crowns (ELW 855) 

 



 
LITANY OF THANKSGIVING (SANDY) 
For the vocations of pastor, deacon, and bishop, for those 
who lead churches and faith communities, 
for those whose life work is evangelical witness in word and 
deed, 
We rejoice and give thanks to God. 
For 50 years of women’s ordination in the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America and its predecessor bodies, 
We rejoice and give thanks to God. 
For the women of color who have been called by God to 
serve this church, 
We rejoice and give thanks to God. 
For the work of seminary professors and staff, chaplains and 
administrators, those who work for nonprofits, and those 
who are retired from paid ministries, 
We rejoice and give thanks to God. 
For those who are discerning a call to serve Christ’s church, 
for those who are in candidacy, and for those in their 
internship congregations, 
We rejoice and give thanks to God. 
For the witness of Mary Magdalene, the dance of Miriam, the 
hospitality of Lydia, the prayer of Mary, the discernment of 
Deborah, the courage of Rahab, and the faithfulness of our 
biblical foremothers, 
We rejoice and give thanks to God. 
For witness of women in this church and in our area, 
including Pastor Shari Schwedhelm, Pastor Stephanie 
Tolefson, Pastor Allison Siburg, Pastor Day Hefner, Pastor 
Heidi Wallace, Pastor Barbara Oshlo, Pastor Judy Johnson, 
and Pastor Pricilla Hukki. 
We rejoice and give thanks to God. 
Gracious and living God, we rejoice and give you thanks for 
your power on display throughout time and place, calling all 



kinds of people to be witnesses to your grace and power. 
We celebrate how the Spirit has blessed your church through 
the work of women and girls, including in this time and 
place. Guide us, as your people, into welcoming your 
prophets and teachers among us and hearing Christ’s 
good news through them. With gratitude, we pray. Amen. 
 
NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of 
God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, 
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, of one Being with the Father; through him 
all things were made. 
 
For us and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the 
virgin Mary and became truly human. 
 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day 
he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge 
the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no 
end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of 
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who 
with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 
 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of 
sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and 
the life of the world to come. Amen. 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for 
the church, the world, and all those in need. 
For the women who faithfully serve as bishops, pastors, and 
deacons; for those first to be ordained and those most 
recently ordained, especially Pastor Day Hefner, Pastor Shari 
Schwedhelm, Pastor Samantha Nichols, and Pastor Miriam 
Blair in our synod. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

For the visible unity of the church, and for ongoing dialogue 
between church bodies that do not agree on the ordination 
of women. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

For laypeople, who do vital work through church ministries 
of hospitality, outreach, teaching, music and dance. Lord, in 
your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

For women and girls around the world who are ostracized 
from their communities for any reason, or treated as less 
than children of God. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

For those whose hard work is rarely praised, and whose 
names are forgotten though their work lives on. Lord, in 
your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

For those who suffer from any illness; for children who are 
too sick or weak to get up; for all who continue to pray for 
healing in their bodies [especially … ]. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

For the women who nurtured us in faith, whether in our 
family of birth or in the family of God. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Into your hands, most high God, we commend all for whom 
we pray, trusting that your steadfast love is greater than the 
heavens and your faithfulness reaches to the clouds, 
through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song. Amen. 



PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
OFFERING (ELW p. 128) 
 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have blessed 
us with our bodies, our minds, our hearts, our communities, 
and the resources of this earth. Lead us and guide us to use 
these gifts in accordance with your will, for the sake of the 
one who is with us to the end, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. 
Amen. 

DIALOGUE (ELW p. 129) 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (ELW p. 130) 
All praise to you, glorious God of grace. Throughout the 
ages you have blessed us with foremothers of the faith. 
With Sarah, we bless you for your gift of life.  
With Ruth, we praise you for family and food.  
With Miriam, we celebrate our escape from the foe.  
Remembering Deborah, we honor the words of your 
prophets. 
Remembering the woman at the well, we laud you for living 
water. 
Remembering Junia, we thank you for those who minister 
among your people. 
One with the daughter of Jairus, we wake to life in you. 
With Mary, we magnify your name: 
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior. 
 
Remembering Martha and Mary, we join Jesus at this meal.  
Living, he healed the bleeding woman; 
dying, he cared for his mother; 
risen, he sent Mary Magdalene in mission. 
 

On the night before he died,  
he took bread, and gave thanks, 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
With Mary, again we magnify your name: 
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior. 
 
Mighty God of mercy, as you heard the prayers of Hannah, 
so now hear us. Send your Spirit on this bread and wine, 



that sharing the body and blood of Christ we become his 
body in the world. Send your Spirit on this assembly, that 
like Phoebe, we serve one another with zeal. Send your 
Spirit on the church, that like Anna, we tell others of your 
mercy. Send your Spirit into our hearts, that like Dorcas, we 
care for the poor and needy. 
With Mary, once more we magnify your name: 
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior. 
 
All praise to you, powerful God of peace. 
We adore you, our God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
you who mother and feed and comfort us, 
today, tomorrow, and forever. 
Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 134) 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus 
taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to the table. Be made well, and live. 

 
COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 135) 



 
COMMUNION 
 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS  
Beautiful Savior (ELW 838) 

 
 



BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
O Lord, Now Let Your Servant (ELW 313, vs. 1) 

 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Holy and healing God: In this meal, you have given us your 
very self to eat, and you have made us one in Christ: there is 
no longer Jew or Greek, slave or free, male and female. As 
we go forth from this place, take us by the hand and free us 
from fear, that we might sing your praise with our lives, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS (SANDY) 

 
BLESSING 
May the joy of God’s freedom cause your spirit to dance; 
May the presence of God’s peace bring wholeness to your 
body and mind. 
May God give you blessing, and may all the ends of the 
earth stand in awe. 
In the name of God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 



 
SENDING SONG  
All Hail the Power of Jesus' Name! (ELW 634) 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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