Salem Worship Plan for Sunday, March 14, 2021
Fourth Sunday in Lent
ELW Holy Communion Setting Three

RADIO WELCOME

Good Morning. Welcome to Salem Lutheran Church. We
welcome all of you to worship today, especially those of you
who are worshiping with us on Big Dog radio 98.9, KHUB
1340, or viewing on Spectrum cable or Facebook Live. If you
are joining us on Facebook, please take a moment now to
share a greeting in the comments so that we know you are
worshipping with us today.

Today is Daffodil Sunday! Our sanctuary is decorated with
daffodils as a sign of hope, and they have been provided in
honor of our cancer survivors, or in memory of loved ones
who fought cancer. We pray for everyone whose lives are
affected by this disease.

This morning we welcome Gloria Breithaupt the piano and
thank her for sharing her musical talents with us today.

During this season of Lent, we pause to reflect, knowing that
our sin led Jesus to the cross. We treasure the gift of our
Savior, and the love so great that would suffer such pain for
us, but during this season, we pause, to remember, that he
did that for us and that we needed that because we are
broken people, dependent on an amazing, gracious God.

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God,
the fountain of living water,

the rock who gave us birth,

our light and our salvation.

Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with
God's mercy and forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift
of baptism.



We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit
moved over the waters and by your Word you created the
world, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through the
waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into
freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and
anointed with the Holy Spirit.

By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. We praise
you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we
praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us
with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness,
grace, and love.

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our
Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.

GATHERING SONG Amazing Grace, How Sweet the
Sound (ELW 779)
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I A - maz - ing grace!— how sweet the sound—  that
2 'Twas  grace that taught my heart to fear, and
3 Throughman - vy dan - gers, toils, and snares I
4  The Lord has prom - ised good to me; his
5 When we've been there ten thou - sand  years, bright
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saved a wretch  like me! 1 once was lost, but
grace my  fears re - lieved; how pre - cious did that
have al - read - y come; tis grace  has brought me
word my  hope se - cures; he will my  shield and
shin - ing as the sun, we've  no less days to
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now am found; was blind, but now 1 see.
grace ap - pear the hour I first be - lieved!
safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.
por - tion be as long as life en - dures.

sing God’s praise than when we'd first be - gun.



Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt., sts. 1-4; anonymous, st. 5
Music: NEW BRITAIN, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.




PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son
you lifted up this fallen world and rescued us from the
hopelessness of death. Lead us into your light, that all
our deeds may reflect your love, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

FIRST READING: Numbers 21:4-9

A reading from Numbers.

Though God provides food and water for the Israelites in the
wilderness, they whine and grumble. They forget about the
salvation they experienced in the exodus. God punishes
them for their sin, but when they repent God also provides a
means of healing: a bronze serpent lifted up on a pole.

“From Mount Hor [the Israelites] set out by the way to the
Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom; but the people
became impatient on the way. “The people spoke against
God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of
Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no
water, and we detest this miserable food.” °Then the LorRD
sent poisonous serpents among the people, and they bit the
people, so that many Israelites died. "The people came to
Moses and said, "We have sinned by speaking against the
LORD and against you; pray to the LORD to take away the
serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. °And the
LoRrD said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it
on a pole; and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and
live.” °So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a
pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, that person
would look at the serpent of bronze and live.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 (Tone 8)
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!Give thanks to the Lorb, for the | LORD is good,
for God’s mercy en- | dures forever.
’Let the redeemed of the | LORD proclaim
that God redeemed them from the hand | of the
foe,
gathering them in | from the lands;
from the east and from the west, from the north and |
from the south.
’Some were fools and took re- | bellious paths;
through their sins they | were afflicted.
8They loathed all man- | ner of food
and drew near | to death’s door.
“Then in their trouble they cried | to the LorD
and you delivered them from | their distress.
“0You sent forth your | word and healed them
and rescued them | from the grave.
’Let them give thanks to you, Lorbp, for your |
steadfast love
and your wonderful works | for all people.
*’et them offer sacrifices | of thanksgiving
and tell of your deeds with | shouts of joy.

SECOND READING: Ephesians 2:1-10

A reading from Ephesians.

While we were dead in our sinfulness, God acted to make us
alive as a gift of grace in Christ Jesus. We are saved not by
what we do but by grace through faith. Thus our good works
are really a reflection of God's grace at work in our lives.

"You were dead through the trespasses and sins “in which
you once lived, following the course of this world, following
the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at
work among those who are disobedient. All of us once lived
among them in the passions of our flesh, following the



desires of flesh and senses, and we were by nature children
of wrath, like everyone else. “But God, who is rich in mercy,
out of the great love with which he loved us “even when we
were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together
with Christ—by grace you have been saved—°and raised us
up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places
in Christ Jesus, “so that in the ages to come he might show
the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us
in Christ Jesus. °For by grace you have been saved through
faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God—
’not the result of works, so that no one may boast. '°For we
are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good
works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life.
The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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stead -fast love, and a - bound -ing in stead - fast love.

GOSPEL: John 3:14-21

The holy gospel according to John.

Glory to you, O Lord.

To explain the salvation of God to the religious leader,
Nicodemus, Jesus refers to the scripture passage quoted in
today’s first reading. Just as those who looked upon the
bronze serpent were healed, so people will be saved when
they behold Christ lifted up on the cross.

[Jesus said:] “*"Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the
wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, *>that
whoever believes in him may have eternal life.



1™For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but
may have eternal life.

™Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to
condemn the world, but in order that the world might be
saved through him. ®Those who believe in him are not
condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned
already, because they have not believed in the name of the
only Son of God. '°And this is the judgment, that the light
has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather
than light because their deeds were evil. “°For all who do
evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their
deeds may not be exposed. *!But those who do what is true
come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their
deeds have been done in God.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE
SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY My Faith Looks Up to Thee (ELW
759)
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1 My faith looks up to thee, thou Lamb of Cal - va - 1y,

2 May thy rich grace im - part strength to my faint - ing heart,
3 While life’s dark maze 1 tread and griefs a - round me spread,
4

When ends life’s tran - sient dream, when death’s cold, sul - len stream
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Sav - ior di - vine! Now hear me while I pray, take all my
my zeal in - spire; as  thou hast died for me, oh, may my
be thou my guide; bid dark-ness turn to day, wipe sor-row’s
shall o’er me roll; blest Sav-ior, then, in love fear and dis -
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guilt a-way, oh, let me from this day be whol - ly thine!
love to thee pure, warm, and change-less be, a liv - ing fire!
tears a-way, nor let me ev - er stray from thee a - side.

trust re-move; oh, bear me safe a-bove, a ran - somed soul!

Text: Ray Palmer, 1808-1887
Music: OLIVET, Lowell Mason, 1792-1872



CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of
heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On
the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will
come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the
church, our brothers and sisters at St. Timothy Lutheran, the
world, and all in need.

You sent your Son that the world might be saved through
him. Inspire the witness of the church throughout the world.
Empower missionaries, Bible translators, and ministries of
service in your name. Bless our partners in ministry, our
ELCA global partner churches, and Young Adults in Global
Mission. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

From east to west your steadfast love is shown. Nourish
seas and deserts, wilderness areas and cities. Give water to
thirsty lands; nurture spring growth that feeds hungry
creatures; bless farmers as they prepare for the growing
season. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You sustained your people in the wilderness. Give courage to
all who lead in times of crisis and scarce resources. Prosper
the work of those who aid victims of famine and drought.



Bring peace in places where scares resources cause
violence. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Your mercy endures forever. Deliver all who cry to you,
especially those who are hungry or without homes. Give life
in places where death seems triumphant; give healing to
those who are sick and comfort to those who mourn. Hear
us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

By grace we have been saved. Fill this congregation to
overflowing with that grace, that we show mercy to others.
Nourish any in our midst who are hungry, especially
children, and bless our ministries of feeding and shelter.
Give us patience and courage when the way seems long.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Your Son was lifted up that whoever believes might have
eternal life. We praise you for all who have died in Christ.
Bring us with all the saints into the fullness of your promises.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful
God, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.



OFFERING
We Give Thee but Thine Own, vs. 1 & 4 (ELW 686)
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1 We give thee but thine own, what-e’er the gift may be;
2 May we thy boun - ties thus as stew-ards true re - ceive,
3 The cap-tive to re - lease, to God the lost to bring,
4 And we be-lieve thy word, though dim our faith may be:
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all that we have 1is thine a - lone, a trust, O Lord, from thee.
and glad -ly, as thou bless-est us, to thee our first- fruits give.
to teach the way of life and peace—it is a Christ-like thing.
what-¢’er we do for thine, O Lord, we do it wun - to thee.

Text: William W. How, 1823-1897, alt.
Music: HEATH, L. Mason and G. Webb, Cantica Lauda, 1850

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: our selves,
our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have

gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the
one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and

Lord.

Amen.

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD

Let us pray.

Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you
made all things: you spoke light into darkness, called forth
beauty from chaos, and brought life into being.

For your Word of life, O God, we give you thanks and
praise.

By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your
wonderful gifts: freedom from captivity, water on the desert
journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with
you.

For your Word of life, O God, we give you thanks and
praise.



Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and
call us to witness: forgiveness through the cross, life to
those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love.

For your Word of life, O God, we give you thanks and
praise.

Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within
us: renew our faith, increase our hope, and deepen our love,
for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O
God, draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your
kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us
from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now
and forever. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

The God of steadfastness and encouragement

grant you to live in harmony with one another,

in accordance with Christ Jesus.

Amen.

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy
Spirit.

Amen.

The God of all grace + bless you now and forever.
Amen.



SENDING SONG Beneath the Cross of Jesus (ELW
338)
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1 Be-neath the cross of Je - sus 1 long to take my stand;
2 Up-on the cross of Je - sus, my eye at times can see
31 take, O cross, your shad - ow for my a- bid - ing place;
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the shad-ow of a  might-y rock with - in a wea-ry land,
the ver - y dy-ing form of one who suf-fered there for me.
1 ask mno oth -er sun-shine than the sun-shine of his face;

a  home with-in a wil - der - ness, a rest up-on the way,
And from my con-trite heart, with tears, two won-ders I con - fess:
con - tent to let the world go by, to know no gain nor loss,
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from the burn - ing of the noon-tide heat and bur-dens of the day.
the. .. won-der of his glo-rious love and my un-wor-thi - ness.
my. .. sin - ful self my on - ly shame,my glo - ry all, the cross.

Text: Elizabeth C. Clephane, 18301869
Music: ST. CHRISTOPHER, Frederick C. Maker, 1844-1927

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.
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