Salem Sunday, March 8, 2020
Second Sunday in Lent
ELW Holy Communion Setting Ten

RADIO WELCOME

Good Morning. Welcome to Salem Lutheran Church. We
welcome all of you to worship today, especially those of you
who are visiting, or are worshiping with us on Big Dog radio
98.9, KHUB 1340, or viewing on Spectrum cable. Please join
us for coffee and fellowship following the service today.

If you are visiting with us today, we want you to know that
you are welcome and we are glad you are here. Please take
one of our white welcome bags from the stand in the back
home with you today. At this time, we invite everyone to
take take a moment to fill out the attendance pads in the
pews and pass them along to your neighbors as well.

This morning we welcome Gloria Breithaupt at the piano and
thank her for sharing her musical talents with us today.

During this season of Lent, we pause to reflect, knowing that
our sin led Jesus to the cross. We treasure the gift of our
Savior, and we the love so great that would suffer such pain
for us, but during this season, we pause, to remember, that
he did that for us and that we needed that because we are
broken people, dependent on an amazing, gracious God.

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
the fountain of living water,

the rock who gave us birth,

our light and our salvation.

Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with
God's mercy and forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift
of baptism.



We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit
moved over the waters and by your Word you created the
world, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through the
waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into
freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and
anointed with the Holy Spirit.

By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. We praise
you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we
praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us
with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness,
grace, and love.

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our
Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.

GATHERING SONG
Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me (ELW 623)
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1 Rock of A - ges, cleft for me, let me hide my-self in thee;
2 Not the la - bors of my hands can ful - fill thy law’s de - mands;
3 Noth-ing in my hand I bring; sim-ply to thycross I cling.
4 While 1 draw this fleet-ing breath, when mine eye - lids close in death,
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let the wa - ter and the blood, from thy riv - en side which flowed,
could my zeal no res-pite know, could my tears for-ev - er flow,
Na - ked, come to thee for dress; help-less, look to thee for grace;
when [ soar to worlds un - known, see thee on thy judg-ment throne,

be of sin the dou-ble cure; cleanse me from its guilt and pow’r.
all for sin could not a-tone; thou must save, and thou a - lone.
foul, T to the foun-tain fly; wash me, Sav -ior, or I die.

Rockof A - ges, cleft for me, let me hide my-self in thee.



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE (ELW p. 203)
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I Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn prayer.
2 Have mer-cy on us, Christ, and wash a - way our sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin and shame de - part.
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We come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair.

Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.
Re - new us with your sav-ing pow’r; cre - ate  in us new hearts!

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism
you bring us to new birth to live as your children.
Strengthen our faith in your promises, that by your
Spirit we may lift up your life to all the world through
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.

FIRST READING: Genesis 12:1-4a

A reading from Genesis.

God’s call of Abram and Sarai has a clear purpose—that
through them all the families of the earth would gain a
blessing. As they set out on their journey, they are
accompanied by promises of land, nation, and a great
reputation.

"The LorD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your
kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will show
you. “I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you,
and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. °I
will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you



I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be
blessed.”

“2So Abram went, as the LorD had told him; and Lot went
with him.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 121 (Tone 9)
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'T lift up my eyes | to the hills;
from where is my | help to come?
’My help comes | from the Lorp,
the maker of heav- | en and earth.
*The LorD will not let your | foot be moved
nor will the one who watches over you | fall asleep.
“Behold, the keep- | er of Israel
will neither slum- | ber nor sleep;
°the LORD watches | over you;
the LORD is your shade at | your right hand;
°the sun will not strike | you by day,
nor the | moon by night.
’The LorD will preserve you | from all evil
and will | keep your life.
“The Lorp will watch over your going out and your
| coming in,
from this time forth for- | evermore.

SECOND READING: Romans 4:1-5, 13-17

A reading from Romans.

In the person and example of Abraham we discover that a
right relationship with God does not involve earning a
reward from God but entails trusting God'’s promises.
Abraham is the forebear and model for both Jews and
Gentiles, because we too trust that ours is a God who gives
life to the dead.



'What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our
ancestor according to the flesh? “For if Abraham was
justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not
before God. *For what does the scripture say? “Abraham
believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.”
“Now to one who works, wages are not reckoned as a gift
but as something due. °But to one who without works trusts
him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as
righteousness.

13For the promise that he would inherit the world did not
come to Abraham or to his descendants through the law but
through the righteousness of faith. '“If it is the adherents of
the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise
is void. "°For the law brings wrath; but where there is no
law, neither is there violation.

15For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the
promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his
descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also
to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father
of all of us, “as it is written, “I have made you the father of
many nations”)—in the presence of the God in whom he
believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence
the things that do not exist.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 205)
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We are turn - ing, Lord, to hear you; you are mer - ci - ful and kind —
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slow to an - ger, rich in bless - ing, and with love to us in-clined.



GOSPEL: John 3:1-17

The holy gospel according to John.

Glory to you, O Lord.

A curious Pharisee visits Jesus by night to learn from the
teacher his friends reject. Jesus speaks to him about life in
the Spirit and the kingdom of God.

'Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of
the Jews. “He came to Jesus by night and said to him,
“Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from
God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart from
the presence of God.” *Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I
tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being
born from above.” “Nicodemus said to him, “"How can
anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a
second time into the mother’'s womb and be born?” °Jesus
answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the
kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit.
®What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the
Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You
must be born from above.’ *The wind blows where it
chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know
where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone
who is born of the Spirit.” °Nicodemus said to him, “"How can
these things be?” 1°Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher
of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things?

Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and
testify to what we have seen; yet you do not receive our
testimony. '“If I have told you about earthly things and you
do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about
heavenly things? °No one has ascended into heaven except
the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. “And
just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so
must the Son of Man be lifted up, "°that whoever believes in
him may have eternal life.

'™For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but
may have eternal life.

™Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to



condemn the world, but in order that the world might be
saved through him.”

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

BELL CHOIR
CHILDREN'S MESSAGE
SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY
My Faith Looks Up to Thee (ELW 759)
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I My faith looks up to thee, thou Lamb of Cal - va - ry,
2 May thy rich grace im - part strength to  my faint - ing heart,
3 While life’s dark maze 1 tread and griefs a - round me spread,
4 When ends life’s tran - sient dream, when death’s cold, sul - len stream
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Sav - ior di - vine! Now hear me while 1 pray, take all my
my zeal in - spire; as  thou hast died for me, oh, may my
be thou my guide; bid dark-ness turn to day, wipe sor-row’s
shall o’er me roll; blest Sav -ior, then, in love fear and dis -
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guilt a-way, oh, let me from this day be whol - ly thine!
love to thee pure, warm, and change-less be, a liv - ing fire!
tears a-way, nor let me ev - er stray from thee a - side.
trust re-move; oh, bear me safe a-bove, a ran - somed soul!
CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*



On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the
dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful, we
pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need.

God of rebirth, empower your church throughout the world
to be a voice of hope for those who fear judgment or
condemnation. Assure us of your faithfulness and give us
confidence to proclaim your salvation for all. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

God of rebirth, your Spirit hovered over the waters and you
called creation into being. Nurture and bless all signs of
rebirth around us: budding trees and new shoots, thawing
lakes and warm breezes, and animals awaking from
hibernation. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of rebirth, lead the nations in your way of
righteousness. Protect those who advocate for the needs of
children, migrants, and victims of violence. Give courage to
lawmakers, lawyers, judges, and law enforcement officers,
guiding them to do justice and to love mercy. Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.

God of rebirth, give us a new vision of your healing power
among us. Restore hope to those who remain in the depths
of depression or despair. Bring mercy and relief to those
who are injured, sick, or suffering (especially). Hear us, O
God.



Your mercy is great.

God of rebirth, we thank you for the children of this
community and for the people and ministries that care for
them (/ndividuals and ministries in the congregation may be
named). Bless new and expectant parents. Console those
who have lost children and those whose desire for children
remains unfulfilled. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of rebirth, by wind and spirit you call us into life
renewed. We give you thanks for all your saints who have
inherited your promises (especially). Bring us, with them,
into your everlasting kingdom. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all
our prayers as we commend them to you; through Christ our
Lord.

Amen.

PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING
For your many blessings Lord,
we give you thanks and praise.

For all these things and those unspoken,
We are thankful Lord. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING
Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery (ELW 334, vs. 1 &
3)
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1 Tree of Life and awe - some mys - try, in  your
2 We re - mem - ber truth once spo - ken, love passed
3 Christ, you lead and we shall fol - low, stum - bling
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death  we are re - born; though you die in all of
on  through act and word; ev - 'ty per - son lost and
though our  steps may be; one with you in  joy and
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his - try, still you rise with ev - ’ry morn, still  you
bro - ken wears the bod -y of our Lord, wears the
SOr - TOW, we the riv-er, you the sea, we the
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rise with ev - 'ty morn.
bod -y of our Lord.
riv - er, you the sea.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: our selves,
our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have

gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the
one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and

Lord.

Amen.

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD
Let us pray.

Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you
made all things: you spoke light into darkness, called forth
beauty from chaos, and brought life into being.

For your Word of life, O God, we give you thanks and
praise.



By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your
wonderful gifts: freedom from captivity, water on the desert
journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with
you.

For your Word of life, O God, we give you thanks and
praise.

Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and
call us to witness: forgiveness through the cross, life to
those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love.

For your Word of life, O God, we give you thanks and
praise.

Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within
us: renew our faith, increase our hope, and deepen our love,
for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O
God, draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 208)
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus
taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

The God of steadfastness and encouragement

grant you to live in harmony with one another,

in accordance with Christ Jesus.

Amen.

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy
Spirit.

Amen.

The God of all grace + bless you now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING SONG Lift High the Cross (ELW 660)

0] .

)74 I KT f I | | | ]
y Jf— .- I — —— — E— —
v ! * re - o —
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ pro - claim till
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all the world a - dore his sa - cred name.
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I Come, Chris - tians, fol - low where our cap - tain trod,
2 Al new - born ser - vants of the Cru - ci - fied
3 0 Lord, once lift - ed on the glo - rious ftree,
4 So shall our song of tri - umph ev - er be:
Refrain
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our king vic - to - rious, Christ, the Son of God.
bear on their brows the seal of him who died.
as thou hast prom - ised, draw us all to thee.
praise to the Cru - ci - fied for vic - to - r1y!
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
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