
Salem January 12  
Baptism of Our Lord 
ELW Holy Communion Setting Ten 
 
WELCOME 
Good Morning. Welcome to Salem Lutheran Church. We 
welcome all of you to worship today, especially those of you 
who are visiting, or are worshiping with us on Big Dog radio 
98.9, KHUB 1340, or viewing on Spectrum cable. Please join 
us for coffee and fellowship following the service today.   

This morning we welcome Gloria Breithaupt at the piano and 
thank her for sharing her musical talents with us today. 

As we remember the Baptism of our Lord today, we 
remember also the forgiveness we receive through the 
waters of baptism. We pause to give thanks for new life, 
new breath, and new hope found in these cleansing waters. 
We hope and pray that your time here this morning fills you 
with this new hope for your week to come. 

 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the fountain of living water, 
the rock who gave us birth, 
our light and our salvation. 
Amen. 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with 
God's mercy and forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift 
of baptism. 
 
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit 
moved over the waters and by your Word you created the 
world, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through the 
waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into 
freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and 
anointed with the Holy Spirit. 
 



By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. We praise 
you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we 
praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us 
with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness, 
grace, and love. 
 
To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our 
Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG Wade in the Water (ELW 459) 

 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 



KYRIE (ELW p. 203) 

 
 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 204) 

 
 

 
 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you 
proclaimed him your beloved Son and anointed him 
with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized into 
Christ faithful to their calling to be your daughters 
and sons, and empower us all with your Spirit, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 42:1-9 
God’s servant is endowed with God’s spirit in order to bring 
justice to the nations. The servant will not exercise authority 
boisterously or with violence, nor will weariness ever prevent 
the fulfilling of the servant’s task. God’s old promises have 
been fulfilled; the servant’s new assignment is to bring light 
to the nations. 

 1Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom 
my soul delights; I have put my spirit upon him; he will 
bring forth justice to the nations. 
 2He will not cry or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the 
street;  
 3a bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick 
he will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. 
 4He will not grow faint or be crushed until he has 
established justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait for 
his teaching. 
 5Thus says God, the LORD, who created the heavens and 
stretched them out, who spread out the earth and what 
comes from it, who gives breath to the people upon it and 
spirit to those who walk in it: 
 6I am the LORD, I have called you in righteousness, I have 
taken you by the hand and kept you; I have given you as a 
covenant to the people, a light to the nations, 
  7to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the 
prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in 
darkness. 



 8I am the LORD, that is my name; my glory I give to no 
other, nor my praise to idols. 
 9See, the former things have come to pass, and new 
things I now declare; before they spring forth, I tell you of 
them. 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 29 
Tone 

 
 1Ascribe to the | LORD, you gods, 
  ascribe to the LORD glo- | ry and strength. 
 2Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due God’s name; 
  worship the LORD in the beau- | ty of holiness. 
 3The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of | 
glory thunders; 
  the LORD is upon the | mighty waters. 
 4The voice of the LORD is a pow- | erful voice; 
  the voice of the LORD is a | voice of splendor.  
 5The voice of the LORD breaks the | cedar trees; 
  the LORD breaks the ce- | dars of Lebanon; 
 6the LORD makes Lebanon skip | like a calf, 
  and Mount Hermon like a | young wild ox. 
 7The voice | of the LORD 
  bursts forth in | lightning flashes. 
 8The voice of the LORD| shakes the wilderness; 
  the LORD shakes the wilder- | ness of Kadesh.  
 9The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and 
strips the | forests bare. 
  And in the temple of the LORD all are | crying, “Glory!” 
 10The LORD sits enthroned a- | bove the flood; 
  the LORD sits enthroned as king for- | evermore. 
 11O LORD, give strength | to your people; 
  give them, O LORD, the bless- | ings of peace.  

 
 



SECOND READING: Acts 10:34-43 
Peter crosses the sharp religious boundary separating Jews 
from Gentiles and proclaims the good news of God’s 
inclusive forgiveness in Jesus’ name to Cornelius, a Roman 
centurion. As a result of Peter’s preaching, Cornelius and his 
family become the first Gentiles to be baptized in the name 
of Jesus Christ. 

34Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I 
truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35but in every 
nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is 
acceptable to him. 36You know the message he sent to the 
people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord 
of all. 37That message spread throughout Judea, beginning 
in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38how God 
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with 
power; how he went about doing good and healing all who 
were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39We are 
witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. 
They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40but God 
raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41not 
to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as 
witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose 
from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people 
and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of 
the living and the dead. 43All the prophets testify about him 
that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of 
sins through his name.” 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 205) 



 
 

 
GOSPEL: Matthew 3:13-17 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
Before Jesus begins his ministry, he is baptized by John, 
touched by the Spirit, and identified publicly as God’s child. 

13Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be 
baptized by him. 14John would have prevented him, saying, 
“I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 
15But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper 
for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he 
consented. 16And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he 
came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened 
to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove 
and alighting on him. 17And a voice from heaven said, “This 
is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
BELL CHOIR   The World in Solemn Stillness Lay 
 
CHILDREN'S MESSAGE – SANDY TERRY 
 
SERMON 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY  
Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized (ELW 304) 

 
 
CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the 

dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Called together through water and the Word, we boldly pray 
for the church, the world, and all who long to hear God’s 
voice. 

Renewing God, thank you for the gift of baptism. Give your 
church boldness to proclaim your promises. Tear down 
obstacles of injustice so that your word of hope reaches the 
ends of the earth. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Almighty God, we rejoice in the glory of your creation: the 
beauty of rivers and streams, glaciers and oceans, lakes and 
ponds. Bring restoration to your earth, and free us from 
overuse and abuse of water, air, and land. Lord, in your 
mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God of peace, we give thanks for order in the midst of 
chaos, though we long for greater justice in our world. Raise 
up wise and compassionate servant leaders so that all 
experience your reign of peace. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Holy God, thank you for the powerful healing we witness 
through doctors and nurses, medication, therapy, and 
holistic means. Break through clouds of pain and anguish 
with your voice of comfort. Proclaim hope to all who grieve, 
and send healing to all who are sick (especially). Lord, in 
your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God of courage, we rejoice in this community of hope. 
Strengthen all who are preparing for baptism and renew the 
faith of sponsors, mentors, parents, grandparents, friends, 
and all who guide the newly baptized in this life of joy. Lord, 
in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God of hope, unleash your Spirit to increase our trust in you. 
We give thanks for the lives of the saints who inspire us with 
lives of baptismal witness (especially). Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 



We place our prayers before you, God, united in your Spirit; 
through your beloved Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

OFFERING  
We Give Thee but Thine Own (ELW 686, vs. 1) 

 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love 
endures forever. You bring forth bread from the earth and 
fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts, that we 
might be for the world signs of your gracious presence in 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 
THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 
Let us pray. 
Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you 
made all things: you spoke light into darkness, called forth 
beauty from chaos, and brought life into being.  

For your Word of life, O God, we give you thanks and 
praise. 



By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your 
wonderful gifts: freedom from captivity, water on the desert 
journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with 
you.  

For your Word of life, O God, we give you thanks and 
praise. 

Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and 
call us to witness: forgiveness through the cross, life to 
those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love.  

For your Word of life, O God, we give you thanks and 
praise. 

Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within 
us: renew our faith, increase our hope, and deepen our love, 
for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O 
God, draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory forever. Amen. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Annual meeting is coming up on February 2nd.  
 
Pastor Shari on vacation Monday Jan 13 – Sunday Jan 19.  
Deacon Timothy Siburg preaching next Sunday. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BLESSING 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now 

and forever. 
Amen. 

 
SENDING SONG Baptized in Water (ELW 456) 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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