Salem December 8
Second Sunday of Advent
ELW Holy Communion Setting Two

WELCOME

Good Morning. Welcome to Salem Lutheran Church. We
welcome all of you to worship today, especially those of you
who are visiting, or are worshiping with us on Big Dog radio
98.9, KHUB 1340, or viewing on Spectrum cable. Please join
us for coffee and fellowship following the service today.

This morning we welcome Gloria Breithaupt at the piano and
thank her for sharing her musical talents with us today.

This advent season, as we prepare for the coming of the
Christ child, we also prepare our hearts for the coming of
Christ into our lives. We choose to hope, and we pray that
our time here in worship fills our hearts with hope for the
days to come.

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
In the name of the Father,

and of the + Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with
God's mercy and forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift
of baptism.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit
moved over the waters and by your Word you created the
world, calling forth life in which you took delight.

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his
family. Through the sea you led your people Israel from
slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by
John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water and your
Word you claim us as daughters and sons, making us heirs of
your promise and servants of all.



We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and
above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.
Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your
forgiveness, grace, and love.

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our
Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.

ADVENT WREATH LITANY
(From Disrupt Worship Project)

Wake up!
(light candle)

The candle burns through the night
The comfort of the darkness
Broken by the harsh light

Keeping us awake

We will rise

We will wake

Stay awake

Do not sleep on this

Do not sleep on Christ’s coming
Do not sleep on your preparation
Do not sleep on repentance

The turning and returning to God
We will prepare

We will be wake

Do not sleep on the Son of Man

Do not let the cock crow

Do not lie down

Get on your knees

Open your eyes

We will kneel

We will be awake when he comes



GATHERING SONG Light One Candle to Watch for
Messiah (ELW 240, verses 1,2)
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Light one can-dle to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
Light two can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
Light three can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
Light four can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
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He shall bring sal - va-tion to Is-ra-el, God ful-fills the prom - ise.
He shall feed the flock like a shep-herd, gent - ly lead them home-ward.
Lift your heads and lift high the gate-way for the King of glo - ry.
He is com -ing, tell the glad tid - ings. Let your lights be shin - ing!

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE (ELW p. 120)
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer-cy.
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pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the u - ni - ty of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend wus, gra - cious Lord.
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 121)
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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I Lord God, heav-en -ly King, al - might-y God and Fa-ther, we
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we  praise you for your glo-ry.
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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2 Lord Je - susChrist,on-ly Son of the Fa - ther, Lord God, Lamb of

3—
\ [ \ J—

God, you take a-waythe sin of the world: have mer-cy on us; you are

seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa - ther: re - ceive our prayer.
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.

— , ' .
2 —— — T - f —t f T ]
— ) | — ]
J & = L4 —
3 For you a-lone arethe Ho-ly One, you  a-lone are the Lord,
0 ,
P e e
= P I P —
P 7 R — i i & * 9 1
S T — T T

—_
«

you a-lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho -
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Spir-it, in the glo-ry of God the  Fa - ther. A - men.
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Glo-ry to God in the high - est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of
your only Son. By his coming nurture our growth as
people of repentance and peace; through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 11:1-10

Isaiah describes the coming of a future, ideal ruler who will
renew David'’s royal line (the stump of Jesse). Gifted by the
spirit of God, this ruler will reign with perfect justice. Enmity
and danger will be restored to harmony and peaceful
coexistence.

'A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse,
and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
’The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him,
the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might,
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.
*His delight shall be in the fear of the LorD.



He shall not judge by what his eyes see,
or decide by what his ears hear;
“but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth;
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.
°Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist,
and faithfulness the belt around his loins.

5The wolf shall live with the lamb,
the leopard shall lie down with the kid,
the calf and the lion and the fatling together,
and a little child shall lead them.
’The cow and the bear shall graze,
their young shall lie down together;
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp,
and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s

den.

“They will not hurt or destroy
on all my holy mountain;

for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LorRD
as the waters cover the sea.

100n that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to

the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his
dwelling shall be glorious.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19
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'Give the king your jus- | tice, O God,
and your righteousness to | the king’s son;
‘that he may rule your | people righteously
and the | poor with justice;



‘that the mountains may bring prosperity | to the people,
and the | hills, in righteousness.
“Let him defend the needy a- | mong the people,
rescue the poor, and crush | the oppressor.
°May he live as long as the sun and | moon endure,
from one generation | to another.
°Let him come down like rain upon | the mown
field,
like showers that wa- | ter the earth.
’In his time may the | righteous flourish;
and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon
shall | be no more.
“Blessed are you, LorD God, the | God of Israel;
you alone do | wondrous deeds!
“And blessed be your glorious | name forever,
and may all the earth be filled with your glory. A- | men.
Amen.

SECOND READING: Romans 15:4-13

God'’s promise to include Gentiles within the circle of God’s
blessed people has been fulfilled in Jesus Christ. Christians
live out their unity by welcoming and encouraging each
other just as Christ has welcomed them into God’s family.

“Whatever was written in former days was written for our
instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the
encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. *May
the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to
live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ
Jesus, °so that together you may with one voice glorify the
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

’Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has
welcomed you, for the glory of God. °For I tell you that
Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of
the truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises
given to the patriarchs, “and in order that the Gentiles might
glorify God for his mercy. As it is written,

“Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles,



and sing praises to your name”;
%and again he says,
“"Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”;
land again,
“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles,
and let all the peoples praise him”;
“and again Isaiah says,
“The root of Jesse shall come,
the one who rises to rule the Gentiles;
in him the Gentiles shall hope.”
13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in
believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of
the Holy Spirit.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 124
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GOSPEL: Matthew 3:1-12
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
'In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness
of Judea, proclaiming, “*Repent, for the kingdom of heaven
has come near.” *This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah
spoke when he said,

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:

‘Prepare the way of the Lord,

make his paths straight.””

“Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt
around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey.
°Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out
to him, and all the region along the Jordan, °and they were
baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.



’But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming
for baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who
warned you to flee from the wrath to come? ®Bear fruit
worthy of repentance. °Do not presume to say to yourselves,
‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is
able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham.
!Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree
therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and
thrown into the fire.

1T baptize you with water for repentance, but one who
is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy
to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit
and fire. ?His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will
clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the
granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”
The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

CHOIR ANTHEM
"A Voice Cries Out"

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE — SANDY TERRY
SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY
On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry (ELW 249)



On Jor - dan’s bank the Bap - tist’s cry an - nounc - es
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hearts pre - pare for Christ to come and en - ter there.
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on us shine and fill the world with love di - vine.
we a-dore, and Ho - ly Spir - it ev - er - more.

NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and
unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of
God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God,
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made, of one Being with the Father; through him
all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from
heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the
virgin Mary and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day
he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge
the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no
end.



We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who
with the Father and the Son is worshiped and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of
sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and
the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Keeping awake as we watch for Christ, let us pray for the
church, the world, and all in need.

God of promise, your reign has come near. Call your people
to the way of repentance and inspire your church to bear
fruit in the world through acts of faithful service. Lord, in
your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God of creation, we pray for the wolf and the lamb, the lion
and the calf, and all species whose lives are intertwined.
Repair and preserve ecosystems (here local examples may
be named), that all life on earth may be sustained. Lord, in
your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God of the nations, teach those with power and privilege to
serve the vulnerable. Give to all leaders wisdom and
understanding, counsel and might, and a heart of
compassion for the world you so love. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

God of the poor, set tables of abundance in all places where
hands are empty, where stomachs ache with hunger, and
where hearts and minds suffer pain. Feed and heal all who
are in need. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God of hope, renew in your people all joy and peace in
believing, especially those facing anxiety, depression, or
alienation. Guide this community of faith to welcome one



another, just as Christ has welcomed us. Lord, in your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

God of eternal life, you promise to take away our sin and
gather us in your care forever. We give thanks for those who
now rest from their labors on earth, freed from pain and the
power of death (especially). Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

You hear the cries of our hearts, O Lord. Fill us with hopeful
expectation, that in each day and hour we may love and
serve our neighbors, in Jesus’ hame.

Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

BELL CHOIR DURING OFFERING

OFFERING (ELW p. 128)
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OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits
of your creation, and with them our very lives. Teach us
patience and hope as we care for all those in need until the
coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD

Let us pray.

Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you
made all things: you spoke light into darkness, called forth
beauty from chaos, and brought life into being.

For your Word of life, O God, we give you thanks and
praise.

By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your
wonderful gifts: freedom from captivity, water on the desert
journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with
you.

For your Word of life, O God, we give you thanks and
praise.

Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and
call us to witness: forgiveness through the cross, life to
those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love.

For your Word of life, O God, we give you thanks and
praise.

Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within
us: renew our faith, increase our hope, and deepen our love,
for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O
God, draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.



Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

The God of steadfastness and encouragement

grant you to live in harmony with one another,

in accordance with Christ Jesus.

Amen.

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy
Spirit.

Amen.

The God of all grace -+ bless you now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING SONG (CHOOSE TO HOPE)



CHOOSE TO HOPE

Marty Haugen
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God is pres - ent  be - side us.
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times of dark-ness, in times of fear, choose to  hope,

choose  to love, Em-man - u - el is near.
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
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