Salem December 22
Fourth Sunday of Advent
ELW Setting Two

WELCOME

Good Morning. Welcome to Salem Lutheran Church. We
welcome all of you to worship today, especially those of you
who are visiting, or are worshiping with us on Big Dog radio
98.9, KHUB 1340, or viewing on Spectrum cable. Please join
us for coffee and fellowship following the service today.

This morning we welcome Greg Johnson at the organ and
thank him for sharing his musical talents with us today.

This advent season, as we prepare for the coming of the
Christ child, we also prepare our hearts for the coming of
Christ into our lives. We choose to hope, and we pray that
our time here in worship fills our hearts with hope for the
days to come.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God,
who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your
people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us
the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin,
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one
another.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned
from you and given ourselves into the power of sin.
We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your
compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown,
things we have done and things we have failed to do.



Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so
that we may live and serve you in newness of life
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were
dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace
you have been saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ, your
sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power
through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts
through faith.

Amen.

ADVENT WREATH LITANY
(from Disrupt Worship Project)

Behold! (light 4 candles)

Four candles tell us he is near

He is within the young woman

kicking, moving, growing, waiting

waiting to break into this world like the dawn

Behold! God becoming flesh
Behold! A young woman will birth him into the world

Behold! He will become flesh

He will cast down the mighty

fill the hungry with good things

The rich and powerful will receive no part

Behold! He will change things as they are
Behold! The kingdom will break through

Behold he lives within us

kicking, moving, growing, working
We are his flesh

He is in this world, he is in us



We will cast down the mighty

Fill the hungry with good things

The rich and powerful will receive no part
We will do the kingdom work

Behold! He is coming
Behold! He is here

GATHERING SONG Light One Candle to Watch for
Messiah (ELW 240)
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1 Light one can-dle to watchfor Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
2 Light two can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
3 Light three can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
4 Light four can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.

He shall bring sal - va-tion to Is-ra-el, God ful-fills the prom -ise.
He shall feed the flock like a shep-herd, gent-1ly lead them home-ward.
Lift your heads and lift high the gate-way for the King of glo - ry.
He is com -ing, tell the glad tid - ings. Let your lights be  shin - ing!

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE (ELW p. 120)
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer-cy.
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and for the u - ni - ty of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra - cious Lord.

A - men.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 121)
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Glo-ry to God in the high -est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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1 Lord God, heav-en -1y King, al - might-y God and Fa-ther, we
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we  praise you for your glo-ry.



Refram

Glo-ry to God in the thh est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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2 Lord Je - susChrist,on-ly Son of the Fa - ther, Lord God, Lamb of
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God, you take a-waythe sin of the world: have mer-cy on us; you are
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seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa - ther: re - ceive our prayer.
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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3For you a-lone arethe Ho-ly One, you lone are the Lord,
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you a-lone arethe Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho - ly

Spir-it, in the glo-ry of God the Fa - ther A - men.

Refrazn

Glo-ry to God in the h]gh est, and peace to God s peo-ple on earth.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your
abundant grace and might, free us from the sin that
hinders our faith, that eagerly we may receive your
promises, for you live and reign with the Father and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.



FIRST READING: Isaiah 7:10-16

An Israelite and Aramean military coalition presented a
serious threat to King Ahaz of Judah. In response, Ahaz
decided to secure his throne and kingdom by seeking
Assyrian help. Isaiah reminds Ahaz that human attempts to
establish security will fail. The prophet gives the sign that is
the only source of true safety: Immanuel, God is with us!

"The LorD spoke to Ahaz, saying, ''Ask a sign of the LORD
your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven. “But
Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the LorD to the
test. 1°Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it
too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God
also? “Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look,
the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and
shall name him Immanuel. °He shall eat curds and honey by
the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the
good. °For before the child knows how to refuse the evil
and choose the good, the land before whose two kings you
are in dread will be deserted.”

Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
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'Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph | like a flock;
shine forth, you that are enthroned up- | on the
cherubim.
’In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, | and
Manasseh,
stir up your strength and | come to help us.
Restore | us, O God;
let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved.
“0 LorD| God of hosts,
how long will your anger fume when your |
people pray?
°You have fed them with the | bread of tears;
you have given them bowls of | tears to drink.



°You have made us the derision | of our neighbors,
and our enemies laugh | us to scorn.
/Restore us, O | God of hosts;
let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved.
/Let your hand be upon the one at | your right
hand,
the one you have made so strong | for yourself.
'8And so will we never turn a- | way from you;
give us life, that we may call up- | on your name.
“Restore us, O Lorp | God of hosts;
let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be
saved.

SECOND READING: Romans 1:1-7

Most of the Christians in Rome do not know Paul. In this
letter’s opening he introduces himself as an apostie divinely
appointed to spread God'’s gospel. The gospel’s content is
the promised coming of Christ, and Paul’s mission is to bring
about the obedience of faith among all nations, including his
Roman audience.

'Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set
apart for the gospel of God, “which he promised beforehand
through his prophets in the holy scriptures, “the gospel
concerning his Son, who was descended from David
according to the flesh “and was declared to be Son of God
with power according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection
from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, “through whom we
have received grace and apostleship to bring about the
obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for the sake of his
name, ‘including yourselves who are called to belong to
Jesus Christ,

/To all God's beloved in Rome, who are called to be
saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 124)
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GOSPEL: Matthew 1:18-25

The holy gospel according to Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.

Matthew's story of Jesus’ birth focuses on the role of Joseph,
who adopts the divinely-begotten child into the family of
David and obediently gives him the name Jesus, which
means "God saves.”

"Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way.
When his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but
before they lived together, she was found to be with child
from the Holy Spirit. *°Her husband Joseph, being a
righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public
disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. “°But just when he
had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to
him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be
afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in
her is from the Holy Spirit. “'She will bear a son, and you are
to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their
sins.” 2All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by
the Lord through the prophet:

2Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,

and they shall name him Emmanuel,”

which means, “God is with us.””*When Joseph awoke from
sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he
took her as his wife, °but had no marital relations with her
until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



CHOIR ANTHEM “Advent Grace”
CHILDREN'S MESSAGE
SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (ELW 257,vs. 1,5, 7, 8)
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1 O come, O come, Em - man - u - el and ran-som cap - tive
2 O come, O Wis-dom from on high, em-brac -ing all things
3 O come, O come, O Lord of might, as to your tribes on
4 O come, O Branch of Jes - se, free your own from Sa - tan’s
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Is - ra - el, thatmourns in lone - ly ex - ile here
far and nigh:  in strengthand beau -ty  come and stay;
Si - nai’sheight in an-cient times you gave the law
tyr - an - ny; fromdepths of hell your peo - ple save,
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teach us your will and guide our way. Re-joice! Re-joice!
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and give them vic -try o’er the grave.
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Em - man - u-el shall come to you, O Is - ra - el.

5 O come, O Key of David, come,
and open wide our heav’nly home;
make safe the way that leads on high,
and close the path to misery. Refrain

6 O come, O Dayspring, come and cheer;
O Sun of justice, now draw near.
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
and death’s dark shadow put to flight. Refrain

7 O come, O King of nations, come,
O Cornerstone that binds in one:
refresh the hearts that long for you;
restore the broken, make us new. Refrain
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O come, O come, Emmanuel,

and ransom captive Israel,

that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear. Refrain



NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and
unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of
God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God,
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made, of one Being with the Father; through him
all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from
heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the
virgin Mary and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day
he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge
the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no
end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who
with the Father and the Son is worshiped and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of
sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and
the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Keeping awake as we watch for Christ, let us pray for the
church, the world, and all in need.

Hear your church, O God, as we pray for all who belong to
Jesus Christ. Where the church is scorned, preserve it;



where the church is privileged, grant it humility. Lord, in
your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Hear your earth, O God, as we pray for its healing and care.
Protect the grapevine and the mighty cedar, the mountains
and seas and all that is in them. Give life, that all life may
call on your name. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Hear the nations, O God, as we pray for those who hold
power and authority over people and lands. Help those who
create and uphold good laws and those working to reform
what is unjust, that the world might better reflect your
grace. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Hear those in need, O God, as we pray for all who face
uncertainty: refugees and immigrants, those who are
imprisoned, and those without work, housing, food, or
health care. Bring good news to all in need of hope. Lord, in
your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Hear this community of faith, O God, as we pray for families
and friends who gather in this season, for travelers and
hosts, and for those who will work or serve others this
Christmas. Let the peace of Emmanuel, God-with-us, shine
in every heart. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Hear all who mourn, O God, as we remember the lives of
our beloved dead. Encourage the living to learn from our
ancestors in faith as we follow your call. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

You hear the cries of our hearts, O Lord. Fill us with hopeful
expectation, that in each day and hour we may love and
serve our neighbors, in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.



OFFERING (ELW p. 128)
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OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.

God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits
of your creation, and with them our very lives. Teach us
patience and hope as we care for all those in need until the
coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD

Let us pray.

Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you
made all things: you spoke light into darkness, called forth
beauty from chaos, and brought life into being.

For your Word of life, O God, we give you thanks and
praise.

By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your
wonderful gifts: freedom from captivity, water on the desert
journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with
you.

For your Word of life, O God, we give you thanks and
praise.



Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and
call us to witness: forgiveness through the cross, life to
those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love.

For your Word of life, O God, we give you thanks and
praise.

Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within
us: renew our faith, increase our hope, and deepen our love,
for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O
God, draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus
taught us.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.



SENDING SONG Choose to Hope (insert)

CHOOSE TO HOPE
Marty Haugen
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1. Hope is bom  when we choose to  be-lieve that
2.Hope  will grow when we choose 10 be-lieve that
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love is strong - er  than ha - tred,
we are sis - ters  and broth - ers.
lit - e child will lead us.
God is pres - ent  be - side us.

= N e 5
>+ N

Love is$ bom when our hearts leamn to  see that
Love will grow when our hearts leam 0 see the
Love will shine when our hearts leam o see that
Prince of Peace, make your home with us here; your
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choose to love, Em-man - u - el is near.
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
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