
Salem December 29  - Christmas Hymn Sing 
1st Sunday of Christmas 
 
RADIO WELCOME 
Good Morning. Welcome to this joint service of Salem 
Lutheran Church and St. Timothy Lutheran Church as we 
celebrate together during the season of Christmas. We 
welcome all of you to worship today, especially those of you 
who are visiting, or are worshiping with us on Big Dog radio 
98.9, KHUB 1340, or viewing on Spectrum cable. Please join 
us for coffee and fellowship following the service today.  

Today we welcome Matt Schur at the piano and thank him 
for sharing his musical talents with us today. 

Today's service is a time for worship in song.  We will be 
using the two hymnals you find in the pew racks in front of 
you.  If you have a song you would like to sing, please raise 
a hand and we will sing as many as we can in the time that 
we have. We will need to know "Red book" or "Blue book" 
and the hymn number. Christmas Hymns are found between 
pages 265 and 300 in the Red book, and between 636 to 
645 in the Blue Book. 

A few times during the service we will pause for reading, 
special music, and prayer. 

 
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

Love from the beginning, 
Word made flesh, 
Breath of heaven. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sinfulness before God and one another, 
trusting in God’s endless mercy and love. 
 
 
 



Merciful God, 
we confess that we are not perfect. 
We have said and done things we regret. 
We have tried to earn your redeeming grace, 
while denying it to others. 
We have resisted your call 
to be your voice in the world. 
Forgive us, loving God. 
Give us your righteousness, 
the strength to put aside our failures, 
and the courage to try again. Amen. 
 
Dear people of God, hear the good news: 
Christ the Savior is born! 
You are loved and forgiven 

in the name of ☩ Jesus, who has come among us. 

You are freed from proving that you deserve to be loved, 
because God’s love is given to you 
as the most precious gift of all. 
Rejoice in this love and share it with the world. 
Amen. 
 
HYMN SING 
 
(10:55 AM) SPECIAL MUSIC BY THE CHOIR 
“A Spiritual Christmas” 
“How Great Our Joy”  
 
*GOSPEL: Matthew 2:13-23 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
In a dream, Joseph is warned to flee to Egypt to protect the 
infant Jesus from the jealousy of Herod. 
 
13Now after [the wise men] had left, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Get up, take the 
child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there 



until I tell you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to 
destroy him.” 14Then Joseph got up, took the child and his 
mother by night, and went to Egypt, 15and remained there 
until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been 
spoken by the Lord through the prophet, “Out of Egypt I 
have called my son.” 
  16When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise 
men, he was infuriated, and he sent and killed all the 
children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old 
or under, according to the time that he had learned from the 
wise men. 17Then was fulfilled what had been spoken 
through the prophet Jeremiah: 
 18“A voice was heard in Ramah, 
  wailing and loud lamentation, 
 Rachel weeping for her children; 
  she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.” 
  19When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly 
appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, 20“Get up, 
take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, 
for those who were seeking the child’s life are dead.” 21Then 
Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went to 
the land of Israel. 22But when he heard that Archelaus was 
ruling over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid 
to go there. And after being warned in a dream, he went 
away to the district of Galilee. 23There he made his home in 
a town called Nazareth, so that what had been spoken 
through the prophets might be fulfilled, “He will be called a 
Nazorean.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
PRAYER 
 
OFFERING (fill music during gathering) 
 
We Are an Offering (ELW 692) 
 



We lift our voices, we lift our hands 
We lift our lives up to You 
We are an offering 
 
Lord use our voices, Lord use our hands 
Lord use our lives they are Yours 
We are an offering 
 
All that we have, all that we are 
All that we hope to be we give to You 
We give to You 
We lift our voices, we lift our hands 
We lift our lives up to You 
We are an offering 
 
HYMN SING 
 
(11:25 AM) ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
*BLESSING 
Live your lives in Christ, rooted and built up in him, 
and abound in thanksgiving; 

and the blessing of the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

be upon you and remain with you forever. Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG  
Go! Tell it On the Mountain (ELW 290) 



 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  
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