
Salem Worship Plan for December 24 
Nativity of Our Lord I: Christmas Eve 
 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN 
Angels, from the Realms of Glory (ELW 275) 

 
 
WELCOME 
Merry Christmas!! Welcome to Salem Lutheran Church. We 
welcome all of you to worship this evening as we celebrate 
the birth of our Savior, especially those of you who are 
visiting, or are worshiping with us on Big Dog radio 98.9, 
KHUB 1340, or viewing on Spectrum cable. Thank you for 
making worship the center of your celebration this night - may 
your time here draw you closer to God and the world God 
loves. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

Love from the beginning, 
Word made flesh, 
Breath of heaven. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sinfulness before God and one another, 
trusting in God’s endless mercy and love. 
 



Merciful God, 
we confess that we are not perfect. 
We have said and done things we regret. 
We have tried to earn your redeeming grace, 
while denying it to others. 
We have resisted your call 
to be your voice in the world. 
Forgive us, loving God. 
Give us your righteousness, 
the strength to put aside our failures, 
and the courage to try again. Amen. 
Dear people of God, hear the good news: 
Christ the Savior is born! 
You are loved and forgiven 

in the name of ☩ Jesus, who has come among us. 

You are freed from proving that you deserve to be loved, 
because God’s love is given to you 
as the most precious gift of all. 
Rejoice in this love and share it with the world. 
Amen. 
 
ADVENT WREATH LITANY 
We light a candle. It seems a simple thing, lighting a candle, 
a quiet thing that I do alone, to provide something bright in 
the midst of all my darkness. But it doesn’t make that much 
difference. It doesn’t change the power of the night to bring 
doubt and fear and separation. It doesn’t make the world a 
better place, lighting a candle. Does it? 
We welcome the light of Christ! 
 
We light these candles. Because we have seen a light and 
we believe increasing that light does make a difference in 
the world around us. We light these candles because we 
want to be people of the light, who know a God who loved 
the world so much, this God chose to be born in a manger in 
the midst of the darkness. We light these candles as a sign 
of the light of the world that is coming into our darkness, 
and we sing with joy. 
We welcome the light of Christ! 



 
We light the candles of Peace, Hope, Joy and Love as our 
circle is complete. And we light the Christ Candle as the sign 
of Christ’s presence among us, no matter how dark it may 
seem. 
We welcome the light of Christ! 
 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC –  
O Holy Night sung by Bob Flittie and Ray Snodgrass  
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with 
the brightness of the true Light. Grant that here on 
earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and 
in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 9:2-7 
 2The people who walked in darkness 
  have seen a great light; 
 those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
  on them light has shined. 
 3You have multiplied the nation, 
  you have increased its joy; 
 they rejoice before you 
  as with joy at the harvest, 
  as people exult when dividing plunder. 
 4For the yoke of their burden, 
  and the bar across their shoulders, 
  the rod of their oppressor, 



  you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
  and all the garments rolled in blood 
  shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
 6For a child has been born for us, 
  a son given to us; 
 authority rests upon his shoulders; 
  and he is named 
 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 7His authority shall grow continually, 
  and there shall be endless peace 
 for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
  He will establish and uphold it 
 with justice and with righteousness 
  from this time onward and forevermore. 
 The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

PSALM: Psalm 96 (spoken) 
 1Sing to the LORD a new song; 
  sing to the LORD, all the earth. 
 2Sing to the LORD, bless the name of the LORD; 
  proclaim God’s salvation from day to day. 
 3Declare God’s glory among the nations 
  and God’s wonders among all peoples. 
 4For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised, 
  more to be feared than all gods. 
 5As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; 
  but you, O LORD, have made the heavens. 
 6Majesty and magnificence are in your presence; 
  power and splendor are in your sanctuary. 
 7Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples, 
  ascribe to the LORD honor and power. 
 8Ascribe to the LORD the honor due the holy name; 
  bring offerings and enter the courts of the LORD. 
 9Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness; 
  tremble before the LORD, all the earth. 



 10Tell it out among the nations: “The LORD is king! 
  The one who made the world so firm that it 
cannot be moved will judge the peoples with equity.” 
 11Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; 
  let the sea thunder and all that is in it; let the field be 
joyful and all that is therein. 
 12Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy 
at your coming, O LORD, 
  for you come to judge the earth. 
 13You will judge the world with righteousness 
  and the peoples with your truth. 
 
SECOND READING: Titus 2:11-14 
11The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 
12training us to renounce impiety and worldly passions, and 
in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, 
upright, and godly, 13while we wait for the blessed hope and 
the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, 
Jesus Christ. 14He it is who gave himself for us that he might 
redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of 
his own who are zealous for good deeds. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Angels We Have Heard on High (ELW 289) 



 
GOSPEL: Luke 2:1-14 [15-20] 
The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
God’s greatest gift comes as a baby in a manger. Angels 
announce the “good news of great joy” and proclaim God’s 
blessing of peace. 

1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus 
that all the world should be registered. 2This was the first 
registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 
Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph 
also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 
the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 
descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to 
be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who 
was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time 
came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her 
firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid 
him in a manger, because there was no place for them in 
the inn. 



  8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, 
keeping watch over their flock by night. 9Then an angel of 
the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to 
them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good 
news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day 
in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 
12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in 
bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there 
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, 
praising God and saying, 
 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
  and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”   
15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the 
shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem 
and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has 
made known to us.” 16So they went with haste and found 
Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When 
they saw this, they made known what had been told them 
about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what 
the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these 
words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds 
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard 
and seen, as it had been told them. 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  
Joy to the World (ELW 267) 



 
 
NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of 
God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, 
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, of one Being with the Father; through him 
all things were made. 
 

For us and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the 
virgin Mary and became truly human. 
 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day 
he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he 



ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge 
the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no 
end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of 
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who 
with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 
 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of 
sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and 
the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Gathered with all who seek the Christ child, let us pray for 
the church, the world, and all who are in need. 
 
Wonderful counselor, on this holy night your church 
throughout the world celebrates the Word of God being born 
among us. Endow your church with a zeal for sharing your 
love and grace with all. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Lord of hosts, the heavens are glad, the earth rejoices, and 
the trees sing for joy at your coming. Grant us wisdom to 
care for your creation in ways that benefit all of your 
creatures. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Prince of peace, your grace has appeared and brings 
salvation to all. Bring healing to people and nations divided 
by violence. Direct the leaders of the nations, so that in self-
controlled, upright, and godly living, they may work toward 
peace. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Mighty God of mercy, you come among us as a vulnerable 
infant. Protect all in need: those without homes or 



caregivers, those who grieve, all who are hungry, and all 
who are ill (especially). Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Gracious God, we praise you for gathering us tonight to 
worship in holy splendor. Direct our worship, fellowship, and 
service, so that our lives and Christian witness may be 
pleasing to you. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Everlasting God, your steadfast love never ends. Thank you 
for revealing your faithfulness and love to us through the 
saints of every time and place. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Into your gracious hands we commend all for whom we 
pray, trusting in your steadfast mercy; through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
OFFERING 
 
CHOIR ANTHEM ” So We Come to Find the Child”                        
 
OFFERTORY 
Hark the Herald Angels Sing, vs. 1 (ELW 270) 



 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Generous God, you have given us life, this community, and 
these gifts of the earth that become the meal of your grace. 
Move in our hearts, that we might use your gifts to bring 
hope and blessing wherever we go, through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all 
times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, 



almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh you 
have opened the eyes of faith to a new and radiant vision of 
your glory, that, beholding the God made visible, we may be 
drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. And so, with all 
the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts 
of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
 
 
 



LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus 
taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
We believe that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly present in the 
bread and wine of Holy Communion, bringing to us the gift 
of forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. All who share 
in this belief are welcome to gather at the Lord’s table.  
Allergen free elements are available for those who request 
them, and grape juice is located in the center ring of each 
communion tray.  If you would like to come forward for a 
blessing instead of communion, please come. Come to the 
banquet, for all is now ready. 

COMMUNION 
 
COMMUNION HYMNS  
Away in a Manger (ELW 277) 



 
 
O Little Town of Bethlehem (ELW 279) 

 
 
 



It Came Upon a Midnight Clear (ELW 282) 

 
 
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
Emmanuel, God with us, you grace us with life and breath 
and give us bread for the journey. Send us out in service to 
this world that you love, telling the amazing news of your 
coming to be Savior and Lord of all. Amen. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

LIGHTING OF CANDLES  
We celebrate the entrance of Christ’s light into the world by 
passing light from the Christ candle to all the people.  As 
light is brought to you, please tip your unlit candle to the 
lighted candle, and then hold the lighted candle upright as 
your neighbor receives light from you. 
 



Silent Night, Holy Night! (ELW 281) Verses 1 – 2 

 
 
 
CANDLELIGHT READING 
In the beginning was the Word, 

When God began to create the heavens and the earth 

and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

the earth was without shape or form and shadows covered 
the face of the deep while a spirit from God swept over the 
face of the waters. 

The Word was with God in the beginning. Everything came 
into being through the Word, and without the Word nothing 
came into being. 

God said, ‘Let there be light’; and there was light. 



What came into being through God was life, and the life was 
the light of all people. The light shines through the shadows, 
and the shadows do not overcome it. 

And God saw that the light was good. 

The true light, which shines on all people, was coming into 
the world.  The light came to God’s own people, and God’s 
own people didn’t welcome it. But those who did welcome 
the light, who believed in God’s name, were given power to 
become God’s children, born not from blood or from human 
desire or passion, but born from God. 

Then God said, ‘Let us make humanity in our image to 
resemble us so that they may take charge of the fish of the 
sea, the birds in the sky, the livestock, all the earth, and all 
the crawling things on earth.’  
So God created humanity in God’s own image, 
   in the divine image God created them; 
   male and female God created them. 

The Word became flesh and made a home among us. We 
have seen the glory of the Word, glory like that of God’s only 
son, full of grace and truth 

God saw everything God had made, and indeed it was 
supremely good. 

From the fullness of the Word made flesh we have all 
received grace upon grace. 

Silent Night, Holy Night! (ELW 281) Verse 3 



 
BLESSING 
Grace from God’s own heart, 

peace from the ☩ Child in the manger, 

and strength from the Spirit of life 
be blessings for you today and forever. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG 
Let There be Peace on Earth 
 
Let there be peace on earth 
And let it begin with me 
Let There Be Peace on Earth 
The peace that was meant to be 
 
 
 



With God as our Father 
Brothers all are we 
Let me walk with my brother 
In perfect harmony. 
 
Let peace begin with me 
Let this be the moment now. 
With ev'ry step I take 
Let this be my solemn vow 
 
To take each moment and live 
Each moment in peace eternally 
Let there be peace on earth 
And let it begin with me 
 
DISMISSAL 
Christ is born! Share the Good News! 
Thanks be to God. 

 


