
Salem Dec 15 - 3rd Sunday of Advent 
 
RADIO WELCOME 
Good Morning. Welcome to Salem Lutheran Church. We 
welcome all of you to worship today, especially those of you 
who are visiting, or are worshiping with us on Big Dog radio 
98.9, KHUB 1340, or viewing on Spectrum cable. Please join 
us for coffee and fellowship following the service today.  

Today we welcome Greg Johnson at the piano and thank 
him for sharing his talents with us today. 

This advent season, as we prepare for the coming of the 
Christ child, we also prepare our hearts for the coming of 
Christ into our lives.  We choose to hope, and we pray that 
our time here in worship fills our hearts with hope for the 
days to come. 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the parent who rouses us from slumber, 
the shepherd who gathers us on the holy mountain, 
the deliverer who sets us free. Amen. 
 
Let us come before the living God in confession. 
As we wait and watch for the promised day of salvation, 
we open our hearts to you, O God. 
Search us and know us. 
Reveal all that we keep inside. 
To you, O God, we confess our sins, 
known and unknown. 
Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us in your ways of justice and peace. 
Make us reflections of the radiant love 
of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
Beloved children of the Most High, 
you are gathered before the righteous judge 
who has mercy on all. 



Splash exuberantly in the waters of baptism, 
where sin is washed away in the river of life. 
Dwell peacefully in the loving arms 
of the one who nurtures all creation. 
Go forth boldly in the assurance that your sins are forgiven 
in the name of the one who is coming and is already here, 

☩ Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 
 
ADVENT WREATH LITANY 
(from Disrupt Worship Project) 

Week 3: Cry out! (light 3 candles) 
 
Three candles bring the dawn 
The promised end to a long night 
Cry out - He is coming! 
Cry out -- He is near! 
He is coming! 
He is near! 
 
Day is breaking 
This night will soon be over 
The oppressed will hear good news 
The imprisoned will be set free 
Justice is coming! 
Freedom is near! 
 
Cry out a call to repentance 
Cry out a reminder to hope 
Cry out a song of love 
Cry out a demand for peace 
We wait for the dawn -- the Lord is coming! 
Night is ending -- the Lord is near! 

 
SPECIAL MUSIC BY THE TRI-TONES 
“Do You Hear What I Hear” 
 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and 
strengthen our faith in your coming, that, 
transformed by grace, we may walk in your way; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
SONG OF PRAISE Christ Be Our Light (ELW 715) 

 
 
 



SONG OF PRAISE Soon and Very Soon (WOV 744) 

 
 
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 35:1-10 
The prophet describes the return from the Babylonian 
captivity as a joyous procession to Zion. God’s coming reign 
will bring a renewal of creation in which health and 
wholeness will be restored. There is no need for fear, for 
God is coming to save. 

 1The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, 
  the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 
 like the crocus 2it shall blossom abundantly, 



  and rejoice with joy and singing. 
 The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 
  the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 
 They shall see the glory of the LORD, 
  the majesty of our God. 
 
 3Strengthen the weak hands, 
  and make firm the feeble knees. 
 4Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 
  “Be strong, do not fear! 
 Here is your God. 
  He will come with vengeance, 
 with terrible recompense. 
  He will come and save you.” 
 
 5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
  and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
 6then the lame shall leap like a deer, 
  and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 
 For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 
  and streams in the desert; 
 7the burning sand shall become a pool, 
  and the thirsty ground springs of water; 
 the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, 
  the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 
 
 8A highway shall be there, 
  and it shall be called the Holy Way; 
 the unclean shall not travel on it, 
  but it shall be for God’s people; 
  no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. 
 9No lion shall be there, 
  nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 
 they shall not be found there, 
  but the redeemed shall walk there. 
 10And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, 
  and come to Zion with singing; 
 everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 



  they shall obtain joy and gladness, 
  and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 
Word of God. Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM:  Psalm (alternate): Luke 1:46b-55 
My spirit rejoices in God my Savior. (Lk. 1:47) 

 46bMy soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 

  47my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

 48for you, Lord, have looked with favor on 

your lowly servant. 

  From this day all generations will call me blessed: 

 49you, the Almighty, have done great things for me 

  and holy is your name. 

 50You have mercy on those who fear you, 

  from generation to generation.  

 51You have shown strength with your arm 

  and scattered the proud in their conceit, 

 52casting down the mighty from their thrones 

  and lifting up the lowly. 

 53You have filled the hungry with good things 

  and sent the rich away empty. 

 54You have come to the aid of your servant Israel, 

  to remember the promise of mercy, 

 55the promise made to our forbears, 

  to Abraham and his children forever.  

 
SECOND READING: James 5:7-10 
In anticipation of the Lord’s coming, Christians are called 
upon to cultivate patience rather than discontent. 

7Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. 
The farmer waits for the precious crop from the earth, being 
patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains. 
8You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the 
coming of the Lord is near. 9Beloved, do not grumble against 
one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge 



is standing at the doors! 10As an example of suffering and 
patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the name 
of the Lord. 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (SPEAK O LORD, VS. 1) 
 
Speak O Lord, as we come to You 
To receive the food of Your Holy Word. 
 
Take Your truth, plant it deep in us; 
Shape and fashion us in Your likeness, 
That the Light of Christ Might be seen today 
In our acts of love and our deeds of faith. 
 
Speak O Lord, and fulfill in us 
All Your purposes for Your glory. 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 11:2 - 11 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
John the Baptist expects the Messiah to bring God’s 
judgment upon the earth (Matt. 3:11-12). From a prison cell, 
he wonders whether Jesus is the one who will do this. Jesus’ 
response indicates that God’s reign is indeed being fulfilled 
already through healing and restoration. 

2When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he 
sent word by his disciples 3and said to him, “Are you the one 
who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” 4Jesus 
answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 
5the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are 
cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor 
have good news brought to them. 6And blessed is anyone 
who takes no offense at me.” 
  7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds 
about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to look 
at? A reed shaken by the wind? 8What then did you go out 



to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who 
wear soft robes are in royal palaces. 9What then did you go 
out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a 
prophet. 10This is the one about whom it is written,  
 ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
  who will prepare your way before you.’ 
11Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has 
arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the 
kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Special Music led by Youth 
“Silent Night” Youth sing verse 1, congregation join 
vs. 2 – 3. 

 
 
 



 
CHILDREN'S MESSAGE 
 
SERMON 
 
SONG OF THE DAY Magnificat (from Holden Evening 
Prayer) 

 



 

 
 
INSTALLATION OF CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

The following people have been elected by the congregation 
to positions of leadership. We give thanks for their 
willingness to serve. In baptism we are welcomed into the 



body of Christ and sent to share in the mission of God; we 
rejoice now that these sisters and brothers will lead us in our 
common life and our mutual mission as a congregation. 
The offices and names of those who are to be installed are 
read. 

Sandy Terry, President 

Donely Ruether, Vice President 

Tammy Flittie, Secretary 

Melissa Godfrey Pat Ludeke  Mark Remington 

Rich Ronnenkamp  Fred Steinmates Matt Wilson 

A reading from First Corinthians: There are varieties of gifts, 
but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but 
the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is 
the same God who activates all of them in everyone. To 
each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common 
good. (1 Corinthians 12:4-7) 
 
You have been elected to positions of leadership and trust in 
this congregation. You are to see that the words and deeds 
of this household of faith bear witness to God, who gathers 
us into one together with the whole church. You are to seek 
to involve all members of this congregation in worship, 
learning, witness, service, and support, so that the mission 
of Christ is carried out in this congregation, in the wider 
church, in this community, and in the whole world. You are 
to be faithful in your specific area of serving, that the Spirit 
who empowers you may be glorified. You are to be 
examples of faith active in love, fostering peace, harmony, 
and mutual understanding in this congregation. 
 
 
On behalf of your sisters and brothers in Christ, I ask you: 
Will you accept and faithfully carry out the duties of the 
offices to which you have been elected? 
Response: I will, and I ask God to help me. 
 



The assembly stands. Those being installed face the 
assembly. The presiding minister addresses the assembly. 
People of God, I ask you: 
Will you support these, your elected leaders, 
and will you share in the mutual ministry 
that Christ has given to all who are baptized? 
We will, and we ask God to help us. 
 
Those being installed face the presiding minister, who 
addresses them. 
I now declare you installed as officers and council members 
of this congregation. 
Almighty God bless you, and direct your days and your 
deeds in peace, 
that you may be faithful servants of Christ. 
Amen. 
 
NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of 
God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, 
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, of one Being with the Father; through him 
all things were made. 
 

For us and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the 
virgin Mary and became truly human. 
 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day 
he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge 
the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no 
end. 



 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of 
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who 
with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 
 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of 
sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and 
the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 
TIME OF PRAYER 
United with the saints of every time and place, let us pray 
for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation. 

Faithful God, when we question the future, you reveal the 
hope of victory through your Son, Jesus Christ. We ask for  
wisdom to rely on your words and courage to witness to 
your love and faithfulness. God our joy, the seas and the 
hills shout your praise. Inspire us to sing a joyful song to 
you as we work to preserve and protect your marvelous 
creation. God our ruler, today we ask that you provide 
perseverance to world leaders and elected officials, so that 
they never grow weary in doing what is right.  
 
Gracious God, you offer peace to fearful hearts. Heal the 
hurts of all those who suffer injustice and persecution, those 
who spend months and years in prisons and in hospitals, 
and for anyone in need today (especially).  
 
 
 
 
 
God our song, thank you for worship leaders, artists, and 
musicians who create works of praise and prayer. Guide 
them in their leadership, and empower them to lift up new 
voices and works of art among the assembly. Rejoicing in 



hope, we lift our prayers to you, most gracious Lord, trusting 
that you have received them in your care. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
 
OFFERING (GIVE THANKS BOTB 65) 
Give thanks with a grateful heart, 
Give thanks to the Holy One 
Give thanks because He’s given 
Jesus Christ His Son 
 
And now let the weak say I am strong 
Let the poor say I am rich 
Because of what the Lord has done 
For us 
 
And now let the weak say I am strong 
Let the poor say I am rich 
Because of what the Lord has done 
For us 
 
Give Thanks 
Give Thanks 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits 
of your creation, and with them our very lives. Teach us 
patience and hope as we care for all those in need until the 
coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 



who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and 
ascension, we await his coming in glory. 
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus 
taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 



as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

 
COMMUNION 
 
VIDEO DURING COMMUNION 
“Where’s the Line to See Jesus” 
  
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste 
of that day when the hungry will be fed with good things. 
Send us forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim 
the greatness of your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
BLESSING 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now 

and forever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SENDING SONG Choose to Hope by Marty Haugen 
(insert) 

 
 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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