
Salem Worship Plan for Sunday, December 13, 2020  
Third Sunday of Advent 
ELW Holy Communion Setting Two 
 
WELCOME 
Good Morning. Welcome to Salem Lutheran Church. We 
welcome all of you to worship today, especially those of you 
who are worshiping with us on Big Dog radio 98.9, KHUB 
1340, or viewing on Spectrum cable or Facebook Live. 

There are several places where you can find a copy of our 
bulletin to follow along with today’s service. If you are part 
of our email list, you received one earlier this week.  It is 
also found on our Facebook page and on our website at 
salemfremont.org under bulletin board.  

This morning we welcome Gloria Breithaupt at the piano and 
thank her for sharing her musical talents with us today. 

This advent season, as we prepare for the coming of the 
Christ child, we also prepare our hearts for the coming of 
Christ into our lives.  We choose hope, peace, joy, and love, 
and we pray that our time here in worship fills our hearts 
with these good things for the days to come. 

 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the fountain of living water, 
the rock who gave us birth, 
our light and our salvation. 
Amen. 
 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with 
God's mercy and forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift 
of baptism. 
 
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit 
moved over the waters and by your Word you created the 
world, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through the 
waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 



Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into 
freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and 
anointed with the Holy Spirit. 
 
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. We praise 
you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we 
praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us 
with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness, 
grace, and love. 
 
To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our 
Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE 
Reader One:  When I look around, I see shadows of 
sadness, families in homeless shelters, people in prison, 
people who have become invisible and forgotten... 

Reader Two:  When I look around, I see shadows of grief 
and loss, people dreading the holidays because they've lost 
a loved one, because they're recently divorced, because they 
don't want to spend another Christmas alone… (Light the 
third candle in your Advent wreath.) 

Reader One:  In the face of sadness, we light a candle of 
joy... 

Reader Two:  In the face of grief, in the face of loss, we 
light a candle of joy... 

Reader One:  May the light from this candle overwhelm the 
world. 

Reader Two:  May the light from this candle say to all that 
God’s joy is coming on earth as it already is in heaven. 

Reader One:  Brothers and sisters in Christ, be not afraid, 
God’s joy is at hand! 

 



GATHERING SONG Light One Candle to Watch for 
Messiah, vs. 1 - 3 (ELW 240) 

 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
KYRIE 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and 
open our ears to the words of your prophets, that, 
anointed by your Spirit, we may testify to your light; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen. 
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 
A reading from Isaiah. 
Though the people had returned to Jerusalem from exile in 
Babylon, they continued to face hardship and oppression. In 
the language of the jubilee year described in Leviticus 25, 
the prophet, moved by the spirit of God, announces 
deliverance for those who are oppressed and comfort for 
those who mourn. 

 1The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, 
  because the LORD has anointed me; 
 he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, 
  to bind up the brokenhearted, 



 to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
  and release to the prisoners; 
 2to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor, 
  and the day of vengeance of our God; 
  to comfort all who mourn; 
 3to provide for those who mourn in Zion— 
  to give them a garland instead of ashes, 
 the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 
  the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. 
 They will be called oaks of righteousness, 
  the planting of the LORD, to display his glory. 
 4They shall build up the ancient ruins, 
  they shall raise up the former devastations; 
 they shall repair the ruined cities, 
  the devastations of many generations. 
 
 8For I the LORD love justice, 
  I hate robbery and wrongdoing; 
 I will faithfully give them their recompense, 
  and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 
 9Their descendants shall be known among the nations, 
  and their offspring among the peoples; 
 all who see them shall acknowledge 
  that they are a people whom the LORD has blessed. 
 10I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, 
  my whole being shall exult in my God; 
 for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 
  he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 
 as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 
  and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
 11For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 
  and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 
 so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise 
  to spring up before all the nations. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
 



PSALM: Psalm 126 (Tone 6) 

 
 1When the LORD restored the for- | tunes of Zion, 
  then were we like | those who dream. 
 2Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our 
tongue with | shouts of joy. 
  Then they said among the nations, “The LORD has 
done great | things for them.” 
 3The LORD has done great | things for us, 
  and we are | glad indeed. 
 4Restore our for- | tunes, O LORD, 
  like the watercourses | of the Negeb.  
 5Those who | sowed with tears 
  will reap with | songs of joy. 
 6Those who go out weeping, carry- | ing the seed, 
  will come again with joy, shoulder- | ing their 
sheaves.  
 
SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
A reading from 1 Thessalonians. 
Paul concludes his letter to the Thessalonians by 
encouraging them to live lives of continual joy, prayer, and 
thanksgiving. The closing blessing is grounded in the hope 
of Christ’s coming. 

16Rejoice always, 17pray without ceasing, 18give thanks in all 
circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for 
you. 19Do not quench the Spirit. 20Do not despise the words 
of prophets, 21but test everything; hold fast to what is good; 
22abstain from every form of evil. 
  23May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and 
may your spirit and soul and body be kept sound and 
blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24The one 
who calls you is faithful, and he will do this. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
GOSPEL: John 1:6-8, 19-28 
The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
John’s gospel describes Jesus as the “light of the world.” 
John the Baptist is presented as a witness to Jesus, one who 
directs attention away from himself to Christ, the true light. 

6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 
7He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all 
might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, 
but he came to testify to the light. 
 
  19This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent 
priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are 
you?” 20He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, “I 
am not the Messiah.” 21And they asked him, “What then? 
Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the prophet?” 
He answered, “No.” 22Then they said to him, “Who are you? 
Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you 
say about yourself?” 23He said,  
 “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 
 ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ ” 
as the prophet Isaiah said. 
  24Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 25They 
asked him, “Why then are you baptizing if you are neither 
the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” 26John answered 
them, “I baptize with water. Among you stands one whom 
you do not know, 27the one who is coming after me; I am 
not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” 28This took 
place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was 
baptizing. 
 



The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
CHILDREN'S MESSAGE 
 
SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's 
Cry (ELW 249) 

 
NICENE CREED 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of 
God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, 
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, of one Being with the Father; through him 
all things were made. 
 



For us and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the 
virgin Mary and became truly human. 
 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day 
he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge 
the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no 
end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of 
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who 
with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 
 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of 
sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and 
the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
God of power and might, shine your radiance and come 
quickly to this weary world. Hear our prayers for everyone in 
need. 

God of preachers and messengers, you have entrusted your 
church with the work of proclaiming good news. Strengthen 
the witness of bishops, pastors, deacons, church musicians, 
lay leaders, and all people who contribute their prayers and 
talents to public worship (the congregation’s worship leaders 
may be named). Embed your word in their hearts. Hear us, 
O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of every living creature, you announce the year of your 
favor for all of creation. Extend your kindness and relief to 
endangered animals and plants. Strengthen the human 



beings who rely on the rhythms of nature to make their 
living. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of all peoples and nations, you plant us as your oaks of 
righteousness and ask us to care for one another. Be 
present with the leaders of every nation as they govern. 
Give them a spirit of righteousness, that your goodness and 
mercy is revealed through their actions. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of exiles and wanderers, you repair what was once 
destroyed. We pray for people who have been displaced 
from their homes by fire, flood, earthquake, or storm 
(survivors of recent natural disasters may be named). 
Support the work of Lutheran World Relief, Lutheran 
Disaster Response, and all disaster relief organizations in 
their recovery efforts. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of the powerful and helpless, you clothe us with 
strength when our spirits are weak and weary. Bestow your 
spirit upon this congregation and empower us to comfort the 
people who turn to us in times of need. Make your church a 
place of refuge and healing. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of sinners and saints, you offer joy even in the midst of 
our grief. We are grateful for the beloved, imperfect people 
whose lives testified to your radiant love. Anoint all who 
mourn with the oil of gladness. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the 
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING 
For your many blessings Lord, 
we give you thanks and praise. 
For all these things and those unspoken, 
We are thankful Lord.  Amen. 
 
 



PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
OFFERING 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits 
of your creation, and with them our very lives. Teach us 
patience and hope as we care for all those in need until the 
coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD: Advent 
Holy God, 
the Beginning and the Ending, our Hope as we wait, 
we praise you for joining us to your people of old. 
We bless you for your prophets who call us to righteousness 
and promise a new earth with peace for all. 
For the Word of your covenant, we thank you, O God. 
We thank you, O God. 
 
 



We praise you for the coming of Jesus our Lord, 
who lifts up the lowly, heals the suffering world, 
and proclaims your way of mercy and truth. 
For your Word who is Christ, we magnify you, O God. 
We magnify you, O God. 
  
Send your Spirit on all who receive your Word. 
Nurture our faith with your grace, 
accompany us with your might, 
and empower our zeal for your justice and joy. 
For your Word through the church, we praise you, O God. 
We praise you, O God. 
  
All praise to you, holy God, 
today, tomorrow, and forever. 
Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus 
taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
 
 
 



BLESSING 
The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, 
the long-expected Savior fill you with love, 
the unexpected Spirit guide your journey, 
+ now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG Hark, the Glad Sound! (ELW 239) 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God. 
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