
Salem Sunday, April 19, 2020  
Second Sunday of Easter 
 
GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
RADIO WELCOME 
Good Morning. Welcome to Salem Lutheran Church. We 
welcome all of you to worship today, especially those of you 
who are worshiping with us on Big Dog radio 98.9, KHUB 
1340, or viewing on Spectrum cable or Facebook Live.  

There are several places where you can find a copy of our 
bulletin to follow along with today’s service. If you are part 
of our email list, you received one earlier this week.  It is 
also found on our Facebook page and on our website at 
salemfremont.org under bulletin board. On our website in 
the top right corner, you will also find the icon of a hand, 
which takes you to a page where you can continue to 
support our ministry while we are apart, and we truly 
appreciate your generosity. 

This morning we welcome Jeremy Murman at the piano and 
thank him for sharing his musical talents with us today. 

This morning as we continue to celebrate the resurrection of 
our Savior, we celebrate the new hope that resurrection 
brings into our lives.  Every week as we worship, we seek 
new ways to love and serve God as we care for our 
neighbor. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who is present, who gives life, 
who calls into existence the things that do not exist. 
Amen. 
 



If you were to keep watch over sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
Yet with you is forgiveness, and so we confess. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned 
away from you, knowingly and unknowingly. We have 
wandered from your resurrection life. We have 
strayed from your love for all people. Turn us back to 
you, O God. Give us new hearts and right spirits, that 
we may find what is pleasing to you and dwell in your 
house forever. Amen. 
 
Receive good news: God turns to you in love. “I will put my 
spirit in you, and you shall live,” says our God. All your sin is 

forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, who is the free and 

abounding gift of God’s grace for you.  
Amen. 
 
OPENING SONG - Draw Me Close to You (BOTB 47) 
 
Draw me close to You; 
Never let me go, 
I lay it all down again, 
To hear you say that I’m your friend. 
 
You are my desire; 
No one else will do, 
‘cause nothing else could take your place, 
To feel the warmth of your embrace. 
 
Help me find the way. 
Bring me back to you. 
 
You’re all I want; 
You’re all I’ve ever needed. 
You’re all I want; 



Help me know you are near. 
 
You’re all I want; 
You’re all I’ve ever needed. 
You’re all I want; 
Help me know you are near. 
 
Help me know you are near. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who 
believe and the hope of those who doubt, may we, 
who have not seen, have faith in you and receive the 
fullness of Christ’s blessing, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 
 
SONG OF PRAISE Above All (BOTB 9) 
Above all powers, 
Above all kings 
Above all nature 
And all created things; 
 
Above all wisdom 
And all the ways of man. 
You were there 
Before the world began. 
 
Above all kingdoms, 
Above all thrones. 
Above all wonders 
The world has ever known; 
 
Above all wealth 
And treasures of the earth, 
There’s no way to measure 



What you’re worth. 
 
Crucified, 
Laid behind the stone; 
You lived to die, 
Rejected and alone. 
 
Like a rose 
Trampled on the ground, 
You took the fall 
And thought of me. 
Above all. 
 
SONG OF PRAISE  I Love You Lord (BOTB 107)  
(sing twice) 
 
I love you Lord, 
And I lift my voice, 
To worship you, 
O my soul, Rejoice. 
 
Take joy, my King, 
In what you hear. 
May it be sweet, sweet, sound 
In your ear. 
 
I love you Lord, 
And I lift my voice, 
To worship you, 
O my soul, Rejoice. 
 
Take joy, my King, 
In what you hear. 
May it be sweet, sweet, sound 
In your ear. 
 
WORD 



God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

First Reading: Acts 2:14a, 22-32 
After the Holy Spirit comes to the apostles on Pentecost, 
Peter preaches the gospel to the gathered crowd. He tells 
them that Jesus, who obediently went to his death according 
to God’s plan, was raised from the dead by God. Finally, he 
appeals to scripture, quoting Psalm 16:8-11, to show that 
Jesus is the Messiah: though crucified, the risen Jesus is 
now enthroned. 
14aPeter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and 
addressed [the crowd], 22“You that are Israelites, listen to 
what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to 
you by God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that 
God did through him among you, as you yourselves know—
23this man, handed over to you according to the definite plan 
and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the 
hands of those outside the law. 24But God raised him up, 
having freed him from death, because it was impossible for 
him to be held in its power. 25For David says concerning him, 
 ‘I saw the Lord always before me, 
  for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken; 
 26therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; 
  moreover my flesh will live in hope. 
 27For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, 
  or let your Holy One experience corruption. 
 28You have made known to me the ways of life; 
  you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’ 
  29“Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our 
ancestor David that he both died and was buried, and his 
tomb is with us to this day. 30Since he was a prophet, he 
knew that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would 
put one of his descendants on his throne. 31Foreseeing this, 
David spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, saying, 
 ‘He was not abandoned to Hades, 
  nor did his flesh experience corruption.’ 



32This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are 
witnesses.” 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

Psalm: Psalm 16 (Spoken) 
 1Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; 
  I have said to the LORD, “You are my Lord, my good 
above all other.” 
 2All my delight is in the godly that are in the land, 
  upon those who are noble among the people. 
 3But those who run after other gods 
  shall have their troubles multiplied. 
 4I will not pour out drink offerings to such gods, 
  never take their names upon my lips.  
 5O LORD, you are my portion and my cup; 
  it is you who uphold my lot. 
 6My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; 
  indeed, I have a rich inheritance. 
 7I will bless the LORD who gives me counsel; 
  my heart teaches me night after night. 
 8I have set the LORD always before me; 
  because God is at my right hand, I shall not be 
shaken.  
 9My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; 
  my body also shall rest in hope. 
 10For you will not abandon me to the grave, 
  nor let your holy one see the pit. 
 11You will show me the path of life; 
  in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your 
right hand are pleasures forevermore.  

Second Reading: 1 Peter 1:3-9 
This epistle was written to encourage Christians experiencing 
hardships and suffering because of their faith in Christ. The 
letter opens by blessing God for the living hope we have 



through Christ’s resurrection even amid difficult 
circumstances and surroundings. 
3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By 
his great mercy he has given us a new birth into a living 
hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead, 4and into an inheritance that is imperishable, 
undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5who are 
being protected by the power of God through faith for a 
salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6In this you 
rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to suffer 
various trials, 7so that the genuineness of your faith—being 
more precious than gold that, though perishable, is tested 
by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and 
honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8Although you have not 
seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see 
him now, you believe in him and rejoice with an 
indescribable and glorious joy, 9for you are receiving the 
outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Speak O Lord, vs. 1 
 
Speak O Lord, as we come to You 
To receive the food of Your Holy Word. 
 
Take Your truth, plant it deep in us; 
Shape and fashion us in Your likeness, 
That the Light of Christ Might be seen today 
In our acts of love and our deeds of faith. 
 
Speak O Lord, and fulfill in us 
All Your purposes for Your glory. 

Gospel: John 20:19-31 
The holy gospel according to John. 



Glory to you, O Lord. 
The risen Jesus appears to his disciples, offering them a 
benediction, a commission, and the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
But one of their number is missing, and his unbelief prompts 
another visit from the Lord. 
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the 
week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had 
met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood 
among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said 
this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the 
disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to 
them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, 
so I send you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed on 
them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you 
forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain 
the sins of any, they are retained.” 
 
  24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the 
twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 25So the other 
disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to 
them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and 
put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his 
side, I will not believe.” 
  26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and 
Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus 
came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with 
you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and 
see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. 
Do not doubt but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My 
Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed 
because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not 
seen and yet have come to believe.” 
 
  30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his 
disciples, which are not written in this book. 31But these are 
written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the 



Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you 
may have life in his name. 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
CHILDREN'S MESSAGE 
 
SERMON 
 
SONG OF THE DAY  
My Redeemer Lives (BOTB 166) 
 
I know He rescued my soul. 
His blood has covered my sin. 
I believe. I believe.  
 
My shame He's taken away. 
My pain is healed in His name. 
I believe. I believe. 
 
I'll raise a banner cause my Lord  
has conquered the grave 
 
My redeemer lives. My redeemer lives. 
My redeemer lives. My redeemer lives. 
 
You lift my burden. I'll rise with You. 
I'm dancing on this mountain top  
to see Your Kingdom come. 
 
My redeemer lives. My redeemer lives. 
My redeemer lives. My redeemer lives. 
 
 

 



NICENE CREED 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of 
God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, 
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, of one Being with the Father; through him 
all things were made. 
 

For us and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the 
virgin Mary and became truly human. 
 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day 
he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge 
the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no 
end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of 
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who 
with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 
 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of 
sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and 
the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 
 
 



TIME OF PRAYER 
Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, 
we join the people of God in all times and places in praying 
for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 
Open the doors we close, O God, when we fear those who 
worship you in different ways. Guide us to unity and 
harmony so that we may come to respect and cherish our 
commonalities. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Open the paths we ignore, O God, when we prioritize 
financial gain and convenience over listening to the groaning 
of the earth. Inspire all to care for the world you have made 
so that living things might thrive. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Open the rooms we lock, O God, to those who live without a 
homeland or place of safety. We pray that generous nations 
offer refuge and peace for all. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Open the hearts we close, O God, to the cries of those in 
pain. We pray for those isolated physically or emotionally 
through incarceration, addiction, mental illness, chronic 
suffering, grief, and all in need (especially). Lord, in your 
mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Open the ways of love, O God, in the pursuit of peace 
throughout the world, and bless the efforts of missionaries, 
healthcare professionals, activists for women and children, 
and relief workers, especially those who find themselves in 
harm’s way. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 



Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
Open the way to eternal life, O God, as we remember those 
who have died in faith. Free us from the fear of death, that 
we embrace the peace you have promised. Lord, in your 
mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all 
for whom we pray into your eternal care; through Christ our 
Lord. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING 
For your many blessings Lord,  
we give you thanks and Praise. 
 
For all these things and those unspoken,  
we are thankful Lord. Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
OFFERING More Precious than Silver (BOTB 161) 
Lord, You are  
More Precious than silver. 
Lord, You are 
More costly than gold. 
Lord, You are 
More beautiful than diamonds. 
And nothing I desire  
Compares with you. 
 
Lord, You are  
More Precious than silver. 
Lord, You are 



More costly than gold. 
Lord, You are 
More beautiful than diamonds. 
And nothing I desire  
Compares with you. 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Merciful God, our ordinary gifts seem small for such a 
celebration, but you make of them an abundance, just as 
you do with our lives. Feed us again through your Word, for 
service in your name, in the strength of the risen Christ. 
Amen. 

 
THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 
O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you 
illumine our way through life with the words of your Son. Give 
us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others, and 
at the end bring all the world to your feast; through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy 
Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 
Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus 
taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 



For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead raise 
you to new life, fill you with hope, and turn your mourning 
into dancing.  
Amen. 

 
SENDING SONG Shine, Jesus, Shine (ELW 671) 
 
Chorus 
 
Shine Jesus shine 
Fill this land with the Father's glory 
Blaze Spirit blaze 
Set our hearts on fire 
Flow river flow 
Flood the nations with grace and mercy 
Send forth Your word Lord 
And let there be light 
 
Lord the light of Your love is shining 
In the midst of the darkness shining 
Jesus Light of the world shine upon us 
Set us free by the truth You now bring us 
Shine on me shine on me 
 
Chorus 
 



Lord I come to Your awesome presence 
From the shadows into Your radiance 
By the blood I may enter Your brightness 
Search me try me consume all my darkness 
Shine on me shine on me 
 
Chorus 
 
As we gaze on Your kingly brightness 
So our faces display Your likeness 
Ever changing from glory to glory 
Mirrored here may our lives tell Your story 
Shine on me shine on me 
 
Chorus 
 
DISMISSAL 
Christ is risen, just as he said. 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
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