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GATHERING 

WELCOME AND CHIMES 
Good Morning. Welcome to Salem Lutheran Church. We 
welcome all of you to worship today, especially those of you 
who are worshiping with us on Big Dog radio 98.9, KHUB 
1340, or viewing on Spectrum cable or Facebook Live. If you 
are joining us on Facebook, please take a moment now to 
share a greeting in the comments so that we know you are 
worshipping with us today. 

This morning, we welcome Gloria Breithaupt at the piano and 
thank her for sharing her musical talents with us today. 

This morning as we continue to celebrate the resurrection of 
our Savior, we celebrate the new hope resurrection brings into 
our lives.  Every week as we worship, we seek new ways to 
love and serve God as we care for our neighbor. 

*THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the fountain of living water, 
the rock who gave us birth, 
our light and our salvation. 
Amen. 
 
P: Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed 
with God's mercy and forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the 
gift of baptism. 

A: We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit 
moved over the waters and by your Word you created the 
world, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through the 
waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into 
freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and 
anointed with the Holy Spirit. 

P: By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and 
sons, making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. We 
praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above 
all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower 



us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness, 
grace, and love. 

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our 
Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG 
Borning Cry .................................................... ELW 732 

 
  



GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

KYRIE 



CANTICLE OF PRAISE 



MOTHER'S DAY PRAYER 
As a mother hen gathers her chicks, so the Lord gathers and 
protects his children. As a mother will not forsake her nursing 
child, even more will the Lord remember those who call on 
him. 

We thank you, mothering God. 

Holy Spirit, You are everywhere the Lord and Giver of life. We 
praise You for the gift of mothers, through whom You give us 
life. 

We thank You for their willingness to nurture life, for 
their trust in You to guide them through the labor of 
childbirth, the uncertainties of youth, the letting go of 
young adulthood. 

We thank you for all those women, who did not give us birth 
but through whom You give us abundant life. 

We thank you for adoptive and foster moms; aunts, 
grandmothers, and sisters; teachers, social workers, 
mentors, supervisors, and friends who share wisdom. 

We ask your tender mercies on all those whose mothers now 
sing with the heavenly chorus; on those mothers who have 
buried sons and daughters. 

Grant them your peace, which passes understanding, 
and the grace to trust their loved ones to your never-
ending care. 

We pray for mothers and daughters who are separated from 
one another by distance or differences; for those mothers who 
struggle to provide for their families; and for those whose 
longing for motherhood goes unfulfilled. 

Grant them sufficient trust in your grace, and wake in 
us compassion for the welfare of all. 

We thank you, Lord, for all the women who have taught us 
something of Your tender love and fierce care.  

We pray that our lives might reflect your love and 
theirs, in all things giving honor to Jesus Christ – your 
son and the son of Mary. Amen.  



Permission is granted to reprint this litany for congregation use with attribution to Rev. Heather Prince Doss (c) 2016. It 
may not be sold or otherwise used for commercial purposes. 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys 
beyond understanding. Pour into our hearts such love 
for you that, loving you above all things, we may 
obtain your promises, which exceed all we can desire; 
through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen. 
 

 
 
FIRST READING:           Acts 10:44-48 NT 130 
While Peter shares the good news of Jesus with a Gentile 
soldier and his family, the Holy Spirit comes upon them. 
Recognizing that the Spirit works inclusively in the lives of 
both Jews and Gentiles, Peter commands that these Gentiles 
also be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. 

While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who 
heard the word. The circumcised believers who had come with 
Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been 
poured out even on the Gentiles, for they heard them 
speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, “Can 
anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people who 
have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” So he ordered 
them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they 
invited him to stay for several days. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
  



PSALM:                    Psalm 98 (Tone 9) 

 
Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done | marvelous 
things, whose right hand and holy arm have | won the victory. 

O LORD, you have made | known your victory, you have 
revealed your righteousness in the sight | of the 
nations. 

You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the | 
house of Israel; all the ends of the earth have seen the victory 
| of our God. 

Shout with joy to the LORD, | all you lands; lift up your 
voice, re- | joice, and sing. 

Sing to the LORD| with the harp, with the harp and the | voice 
of song.  

With trumpets and the sound | of the horn shout with 
joy before the | king, the LORD. 

Let the sea roar, and | all that fills it, the world and those who 
| dwell therein. 

Let the rivers | clap their hands, and let the hills ring 
out with joy before the LORD, who comes to | judge 
the earth.  

The LORD will judge the | world with righteousness and the 
peo- | ples with equity.  
 
 
 
  



SECOND READING:          1 John 5:1-6 NT 241 
God’s children believe that Jesus is the Messiah and love God 
by keeping God’s commandments. Thus the world is 
conquered not through military might but through love and 
faith. 

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born 
of God, and everyone who loves the parent loves the child. By 
this we know that we love the children of God, when we love 
God and obey his commandments. For the love of God is this, 
that we obey his commandments. And his commandments are 
not burdensome, for whatever is born of God conquers the 
world. And this is the victory that conquers the world, our 
faith. Who is it that conquers the world but the one who 
believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 

This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, 
not with the water only but with the water and the blood. And 
the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Celtic Alleluia ................................................. ELW 174 

 
 

  



*GOSPEL:                 John 15:9-17 NT 109 

The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
On the night of his arrest, Jesus delivers a final testimony to 
his disciples to help them in the days ahead. Here, he repeats 
the most important of all his commands, that they love one 
another. 

[Jesus said:] “As the Father has loved me, so I have loved 
you; abide in my love. If you keep my commandments, you 
will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 
commandments and abide in his love. I have said these things 
to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may 
be complete. 

“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I 
have loved you. No one has greater love than this, to lay down 
one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what 
I command you. I do not call you servants any longer, 
because the servant does not know what the master is doing; 
but I have called you friends, because I have made known to 
you everything that I have heard from my Father. You did not 
choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and 
bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you 
whatever you ask him in my name. I am giving you these 
commands so that you may love one another.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
CHILDREN'S MESSAGE 
 
 
 
SERMON 
 
  



*HYMN OF THE DAY 
Love Divine, All Loves Excelling .................... ELW 631 

 
  



GRADUATE BLESSING 
It is no small thing to begin a journey four or five or eight 
years in the completing, full of tuition costs and late writing 
nights and early morning tests and study and memorization 
and practice all at the end to stand before peers and teachers 
with paper in hand and gown on shoulders and hat on head 
and new neural pathways in the brain and practiced hands 
and feet aimed toward the future all the while having trusted 
that God who started the work in you would also carry it 
through, gifting and strengthening and nourishing that you 
might use it all in service to the world. 

So now may you have the grace to make great choices and 
bravely commit in faithful ways, remembering those who have 
loved you and honoring those who supported you. 

May you continue to be uncomfortable with easy answers, and 
instead seek truth and depth, living as deeply in your soul as 
you commit deeply to the earth and its creatures and fellow 
humans. 

May you remain angry together with God at injustice, poverty, 
and inequality, and so work for peace and justice and an end 
to oppression. 

May you mourn with those who mourn and rejoice with those 
who rejoice, making use of all you've learned in the 
betterment of your vocation and neighbor in their need. 

As Friar Michael Graham has said, "May God bless you with 
the foolishness to think that you can make a difference in the 
world, so that you will do the things which others tell you 
cannot be done." 

And as we say at the affirmation of your baptism, so we say 
again now, stir up O Lord the gifts of your Holy Spirit:  the 
spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of power and 
might, the spirit of knowledge, of knowledge, of knowledge, 
and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, 
and all for love's sake, both now and forever. Amen. 

  



*APOSTLES CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of 
heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On 
the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 
come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we 
bring our prayers before God who promises to hear us and 
answer in steadfast love. 

Loving God, you call us to be your fruit-bearing church. 
Strengthen the bonds among all Christian churches. We pray 
especially for our brothers and sisters at St. Timothy Lutheran 
Church. Today we pray for the Moravian Church, giving thanks 
for the life and witness of Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, 
renewer of the church and hymnwriter. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Creating God, the earth praises you. The seas roar and the 
hills sing for joy. Fill the earth with your love so that by their 
song, all creatures of land and sea and sky, burrowing and 
soaring, may call us to join with them in praise. Hear us, O 
God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Faithful Savior, you conquer the world not with weapons but 
with undying love. Plant your word in the hearts of the 
nations’ leaders and give them your Spirit, so that the peoples 
of the world may live in peace. Hear us, O God. 



Your mercy is great. 

Caring Healer, you forget no one and accompany the lonely. 
Be present with those who are sick or suffering (especially). 
Provide for those needing homes or medical care and point us 
towards life-changing responses to these needs in our own 
communities. Be with the dying (especially). Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Gracious God, as a mother comforts her child, you comfort us. 
Bless mothers and mothering people in our lives. Comfort 
those who miss their mothers, mothers who grieve, those who 
grieve because they cannot be mothers, and those who have 
never known a loving mother. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Gentle Redeemer, all who die in you abide in your presence 
forever. We remember with thanksgiving those who shared 
your love throughout their lives (especially). Keep us united 
with them in your lasting love. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, 
trusting in your never-ending goodness and mercy; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
*PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 
  This is my command to you: “You are to love 

each other.” A faithful steward takes up this 
challenge on a daily basis, knowing that it’s not 
an easy thing, but that this is what Jesus asks of 

them. 



OFFERING 
 
*OFFERTORY 
Praise and Thanksgiving, vs. 1 ...................... ELW 689 

 
 
*OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were 
gathered together to become one bread, so let your church 
be gathered together from the ends of the earth into your 
kingdom, for yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, now and 
forever. 
Amen. 

*THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 
Let us pray. 
Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you 
made all things: you spoke light into darkness, called forth 
beauty from chaos, and brought life into being.  



For your Word of life, O God, we give you thanks and 
praise. 

By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your 
wonderful gifts: freedom from captivity, water on the desert 
journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you.  

For your Word of life, O God, we give you thanks and 
praise. 

Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and 
call us to witness: forgiveness through the cross, life to those 
entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love.  

For your Word of life, O God, we give you thanks and 
praise. 

Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: 
renew our faith, increase our hope, and deepen our love, for 
the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O God, 
draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be 
honor and glory forever. Amen. 

*LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus 
taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is 
in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

  



SENDING 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

*BLESSING 
The God of steadfastness and encouragement 
grant you to live in harmony with one another, 
in accordance with Christ Jesus. 
Amen. 
The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy 
Spirit. 
Amen. 

The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

*DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God. 

*SENDING SONG 
Go, My Children, with My Blessing ................ ELW 543 

 



 
 
*THREEFOLD AMEN AND CHIMES 

 
 

  



Serving Christ This Sunday 
May 9, 2021 8:30 a.m. 
 
Assisting Minister Ray Snodgrass 
Lay Reader: Bob Flittie 
Tech Team: Gene Schultz, Mark Remington, Don Durand 
Choral Director: Rosie Parde 
Music: Gloria Breithaupt 
Lead Pastor: Pastor Shari Schwedhelm 
 
Prayer Requests: Pastor Shari Schwedhelm, Mary 
Magstadt, Jan Wulf, Ruby Hartmann, DeAun Lucas, Jane 
Snodgrass (sister-in-law to Ray Snodgrass), Jo Sanders 
(sister to Bob Flittie), Scott Anderson (Lori Dunn’s cousins 
husband), Nelda Cambell (friend of Lori Dunn), Malee Zardo 
(Marilyn Ackerman’s daughter) 
 
Shut-Ins: Jean Kinport, Bruce Kruger, Diane Miller, Deb 
Minter, Virgene Muller 
 
Military Personnel: Frank Hewett (Ann Carlson's 
grandson), Christopher Tank, Seth Osterloh, Ronald Schultz, 
Jodie Morgan, Patrick Cone, Austin Cone, Adam Morehouse, 
Patrick Godfrey, Dale Stahlecker Jr., Tony Andersen, Taylor 
Knipp (Wanda Kruger's granddaughter) 
 
Ongoing Prayers: Salem's Intergenerational Education, 
Stephen Ministers, Living Grace Church (mission in west 
Omaha), St. Timothy Lutheran Church, those persecuted for 
their faith. All the people who have been affected by Covid-
19.  
 
Announcements 
At the end of our worship service today, as you exit the 
church there are some baby bottles on the table from Life 
Choices-a Fremont Area Pregnancy Resource Center.  Life 
Choices is a non-profit organization whose primary mission is 
to share the compassion, hope and help of Jesus Christ – 
both in word and deed to individuals with pregnancy related 



concerns. Please help support Life Choices by taking a baby 
bottle home today and fill it with a check, cash, or coins and 
bring it back with you on Father’s Day June 20th.  Thank 
you in advance for your participation in the life-saving work 
of Life Choices. 
 
Salem Lutheran Church will be helping with Habitat 
for Humanity Faith Build this spring.  The house is 
located on west 6th street. In the next month or two they 
will be needing groups to work on painting, flooring, 
installing insulation, etc.  Watch for details and be willing to 
volunteer to provide the needed help. 
We will begin to have Fellowship, Coffee and Doughnuts 
beginning Sunday, May 30th in the fellowship hall after 8:30 
a.m. church service.  All are welcome to join us if you feel 
comfortable coming. 
 
The Lifehouse Care Corps meal was enjoyed by 30 
people in May. Thank you to the Memorial Committee and to 
the Kentopp family for financial donations to the May meal. 
Residents enjoyed ham, pasta salad, lettuce salad, milk, 
juice, and cookies.  
Please contact Janet Kletke at 402-719-5478 if you could 
help donate to this once-a-month meal. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


