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GATHERING 

EASTER PROCLAMATION 
P: (boldly) Alleluia! Christ is Risen!  

C: (boldly) Christ is risen indeed!  

P: (boldly) Alleluia! Christ is Risen!  

C: (boldly) Christ is risen indeed! 

P: (boldly) Alleluia! Christ is Risen!  

C: (boldly) Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

WELCOME 

GATHERING SONG 
Jesus Christ Is Risen Today ........................... ELW 365 

 
 
  



GREETING 
A: Alleluia! Christ is Risen! 

C: Christ is Risen Indeed. Alleluia! 

A: The grace of our Risen Savior, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

C: And also with you. 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of 

living water, the rock who gave us birth, our light and our 
salvation. Amen. 

P: Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed 
with God’s mercy and forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the 
gift of baptism. 

A: We give you thanks, O God, O Living One, for you have 
created all, and you water the earth abundantly. Oceans and 
aquifers praise you. Rivers and streams bless you.  

A: All life is sustained by you, our Source. We praise you for 
Christ, the firstborn from the dead, who frees us from sin and 
raises us up to new life. Here at this font we touch the river 
of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing through the city 
of God. Here, death is washed away forever. Here, we are 
grafted into the tree of life, with leaves for the healing of the 
world.  

P: Pour out your Holy Spirit on this assembly, into this 
community, and throughout all creation. Cleanse us from our 
fears and drown our divisions. Grant that all may drink of your 
mercy and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 

GREETING 
A: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A: Let us pray.  
God of mercy, we no longer look for Jesus among the 
dead, for he is alive and has become the Lord of life. 
Increase in our minds and hearts the risen life we 
share with Christ, and help us to grow as your people 
toward the fullness of eternal life with you, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 

FIRST READING:              Acts 10:34-43 NT 129 
Peter crosses the immense religious and social boundary that 
separates Jews from Gentiles in order to proclaim the good 
news of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection, so that God’s 
forgiveness in Jesus’ name would reach out to all people. 

Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that 
God shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears 
him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You know the 
message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by 
Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. That message spread 
throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that 
John announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with 
the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing 
good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God 
was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in 
Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging 
him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed 
him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen 
by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after 
he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the 
people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as 
judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about 
him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness 
of sins through his name.” 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

  



PSALM:                  Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 

 
Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good; God’s mercy 
endures forever. 

Let Israel now declare, “God’s mercy endures 
forever.” 

The LORD is my strength and my song, and has become my 
salvation. 

Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of 
the righteous: “The right hand of the LORD acts 
valiantly! 

The right hand of the LORD is exalted! The right hand of the 
LORD acts valiantly!” 

I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the 
LORD. 

The LORD indeed punished me sorely, but did not hand me 
over to death. 

Open for me the gates of righteousness; I will enter 
them and give thanks to the LORD. 

“This is the gate of the LORD; here the righteous may enter.” 

I give thanks to you, for you have answered me and 
you have become my salvation. 

The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief 
cornerstone. 

By the LORD has this been done; it is marvelous in our 
eyes. 

This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be 
glad in it. 

  



SECOND READING:    1 Corinthians 15:1-11 NT 176 
A reading from 1 Corinthians. 
The core of the Christian faith and Paul’s preaching is the 
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. As the crucified and 
risen Christ appeared to the earliest of his followers, so we 
experience the presence of the Risen One in the preaching of 
this faith. 

Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good 
news that I proclaimed to you, which you in turn received, in 
which also you stand, through which also you are being saved, 
if you hold firmly to the message that I proclaimed to you 
unless you have come to believe in vain. 

For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn 
had received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with 
the scriptures, and that he was buried, and that he was raised 
on the third day in accordance with the scriptures, and that 
he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he appeared 
to more than five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, 
most of whom are still alive, though some have died. Then he 
appeared to James, then to all the apostles. Last of all, as to 
one untimely born, he appeared also to me. For I am the least 
of the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, because I 
persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God I am 
what I am, and his grace toward me has not been in vain. On 
the contrary, I worked harder than any of them—though it 
was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. Whether then 
it was I or they, so we proclaim and so you have come to 
believe. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
 
  



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
At the Lamb's High Feast We Sing, verse 7 ... ELW 362 

 

*GOSPEL:              John 20:1 – 18 NT 114 
The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

This morning begins with confusion: the stone has been 
moved and the tomb is empty. Disciples arrive, then angels, 
and finally Jesus himself. Out of the confusion, hope emerges, 
and a weeping woman becomes the first to confess her faith 
in the risen Lord. 

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary 
Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been 



removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter 
and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to 
them, "They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do 
not know where they have laid him." Then Peter and the other 
disciple set out and went toward the tomb. The two were 
running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and 
reached the tomb first. He bent down to look in and saw the 
linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. Then Simon 
Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw 
the linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been 
on Jesus' head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled 
up in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who reached 
the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; for as 
yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise 
from the dead. Then the disciples returned to their homes. 

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she 
bent over to look into the tomb; and she saw two angels in 
white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at 
the head and the other at the feet. They said to her, "Woman, 
why are you weeping?" She said to them, "They have taken 
away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him." 
When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus 
standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus 
said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you 
looking for?" Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to 
him, "Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you 
have laid him, and I will take him away." Jesus said to her, 
"Mary!" She turned and said to him in Hebrew, "Rabbouni!" 
(which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, "Do not hold on to 
me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to 
my brothers and say to them, 'I am ascending to my Father 
and your Father, to my God and your God.'" Mary Magdalene 
went and announced to the disciples, "I have seen the Lord"; 
and she told them that he had said these things to her. 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
  



SERMON 

 

 

*HYMN OF THE DAY 
Thine Is the Glory .......................................... ELW 376 

 
 
  



*EASTER CREED (written by Pastor Larry Arganbright)  

Let us confess our faith using the words of the Easter Creed 
printed in your bulletin. 

We believe in God the Father, who works in the hidden 
stillness of every dawn and beckons us to visit the 
tomb of our fears, so that we might discover the birth 
of hope.  

We believe in Jesus our Risen Lord, who calls us by 
name, fills us with peace, and enables us to experience 
new life. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, who abides in us and 
empowers us to love God and love one another. 

We believe we are called to be Easter people, 
challenging fear with faith, doubt with trust, and 
despair with rejoicing. 

We believe in the church, the believing, belonging, 
blessing fellowship of Jesus’ faithful followers. 

This we believe! 

 
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A: Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we 
bring our prayers before God who promises to hear us and 
answer in steadfast love. 

Praise to you for your power revealed in the resurrection! Fill 
your church with the power of your love that is stronger than 
death. Send us to tell the good news wherever death holds 
sway. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Praise to you for your life at work in the resurrection! Fill all 
of creation with your life. Bring it to blossom and flourish; use 
it to remind us of your persistent grace. Cultivate our care for 
what you have made. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 



Praise to you for the peace made possible in the resurrection! 
Fill the nations with your peace. Draw together people of all 
nations and languages; reveal new possibilities and inspire 
new beginnings. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Praise to you for the hope of the resurrection! Fill all in need 
with hope: those who are afraid or confused, those who are 
sick or suffering, those who are dying, and those who grieve 
(especially). Assure them of your promises. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Praise to you for the joy of your resurrection! Fill this assembly 
with joy as we are called your beloved in baptism. Multiply 
that joy so that we share it at home, at work, and in our 
community. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Praise to you for your faithfulness revealed in the resurrection! 
Fill us with trust, that we join with all who have gone before 
us in proclaiming: “your mercy endures forever!” Hear us, O 
God. 

Your mercy is great. 

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, 
trusting in your never-ending goodness and mercy; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
 
*PEACE 
A: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 

  



OFFERING 

*OFFERTORY 
Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia! ....... ELW 369 

 
 
 
*OFFERING PRAYER 
A: Let us pray. 
Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by 
day you shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to 
new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to 
praise you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

  



*DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
*PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all 
times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty 
and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior 
Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take 
away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising 
has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene 
and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth 
and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and 
archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and 
join their unending hymn: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
 

 
  



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is 
everlasting and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. Praise 
to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. Praise 
to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. Praise 
to you for leading your people through the wilderness to the 
land of milk and honey. Praise to you for the words and deeds 
of Jesus, your anointed one. Praise to you for the death and 
resurrection of Christ. Praise to you for your Spirit poured out 
on all nations.  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took 
bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave 
it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover 
from death to life as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit 
on us and on these gifts of bread and wine. Bless this feast. 
Grace our table with your presence. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us 
up as the body of Christ for the world. Breathe new life into 
us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 



With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth 
and all its creatures, with sun and moon and stars, we praise 
you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. 
Amen. 

*LORD’S PRAYER 
A: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus 
taught us.  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
A: We believe that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly present in the 
bread and wine of Holy Communion, bringing to us the gift of 
forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. All who share in 
this belief are welcome to gather at the Lord’s table.  Allergen 
free elements and grape juice are available for those who 
request them. If you would like to come forward for a blessing 
instead of communion, please come. Come to the banquet, 
for all is now ready. 

COMMUNION SONG 

 

 



COMMUNION 
The body of Christ, given for you. Amen. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen. 
 
COMMUNION HYMN  
I Know that my Redeemer Lives!  
 ELW 619 verses 1, 2, 6, 7, & 8 

 

*BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
P: And now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  Amen. 

  



*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A: Let us pray. 
Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you 
send light to conquer darkness, water to give new life, and 
the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as 
witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your 
glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
Amen. 

*SENDING OF COMMUNION 
P: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender 
care: As you sent the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, 
assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament 
with those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your 
love and care, nourish and strengthen those who will receive 
this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding 
presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

SENDING 
BLESSING 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 

DISMISSAL 
A: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
  



SENDING SONG 
Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds ......... ELW 367 

 

 
THREEFOLD AMEN AND CHIMES 
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