
JOINT SERVICE OF HEALING AND PRAYER 
SUNDAY, JUNE 30, 2019 

 
PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME 
Good Morning. Welcome to this joint service of Salem 
Lutheran and St. Timothy Lutheran Churches. We welcome 
all of you to worship today, especially those of you who are 
visiting, or are worshiping with us on Big Dog radio 98.9, 
KHUB 1340, or viewing on Spectrum cable.  
 
Today following worship, we will have a special opportunity 
to work together to help our community.  We will be filling 
backpacks of school supplies which will be distributed to 
students at the summer lunch program here in Fremont. 
Please join us for coffee, service, and fellowship following 
worship today.  
 
Our service today is a service of prayer and healing, a time 
for reflection, and a time for renewal.  Summer can be busy.  
Summer can make us weary.  Our prayer is that this time 
will be a time that draws us together, provides healing, and 
allows us to leave this space renewed and at peace. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP AND PRAISE 
This is a place of safety. This is a time of comfort. 
Here and now the God who made the universe waits to 
embrace us; Here and now we come to feel God's 
healing touch again. 
With all that we are; 
parts that are whole, 
and parts that are broken; 
parts that are well, 
and parts that are sick 
parts that are joyful 
and parts that are in pain; 



With all that we are, 
we come to worship You, O God, 
For You are gracious, 
merciful and kind, 
And we long to find our rest in You. 
 
GATHERING HYMN - YOU ARE MINE - ELW 581 

 



*CONFESSION 
Let us open our lives to God's searching gaze; 
Dear God of Mercy and Compassion, 
We acknowledge that we are not all 
that we would like to be; 
We carry wounds and regrets, 
some of which are of our own design, 
and some of which we have received from others. 
We acknowledge our failings, 
our bitternesses and our hatreds, 
And ask You to heal us. 
Silence as each one makes confession. 
Of all our sin, 
Forgive us, O God 
In all our weakness, 
Strengthen us, O God. 
From all our diseases, 
Heal us, O God. Amen. 
 
*APOSTLES’ CREED 
God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. 
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of 

heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s 
only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third 
day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 
church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

 



*GATHERING LITANY 
Give thanks to the Lord for He is good, 
and his mercy endures forever. 
they cried to the Lord in their trouble, 
and he delivered them from their distress. 
He sent forth His Word and Healed them, 
and saved them from the grave. 
The Lord is righteous in all his ways, 
and loving in all his works. 
The Lord upholds all who fall, 
He lifts up all those who are bowed down. 
The Lord sustains them on their sickbed, 
and ministers to them in their illness. 
The Lord is my strength and my song, 
and he has become my salvation. 
Give thanks to the Lord for He is good, 
and His mercy endures forever. 
 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Sovereign God, ruler of all hearts, you call us to obey 
you, and you favor us with true freedom. Keep us 
faithful to the ways of your Son, that, leaving behind 
all that hinders us, we may steadfastly follow your 
paths, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
FIRST READING: 1 Kings 19:15-16, 19-21 
In the story preceding today’s reading, the prophet Elijah 
flees for his life to the security of God’s mountain. There the 
Lord reveals to Elijah that there are still other faithful people 
in Israel and commissions him to anoint new leaders, 
including his own successor, Elisha. 
15Then the LORD said to [Elijah,] “Go, return on your way to 
the wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, you shall 
anoint Hazael as king over Aram. 16Also you shall anoint 
Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel; and you shall anoint 
Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your 



place. 19So he set out from there, and found Elisha son of 
Shaphat, who was plowing. There were twelve yoke of oxen 
ahead of him, and he was with the twelfth. Elijah passed by 
him and threw his mantle over him. 20He left the oxen, ran 
after Elijah, and said, “Let me kiss my father and my 
mother, and then I will follow you.” Then Elijah said to him, 
“Go back again; for what have I done to you?” 21He returned 
from following him, took the yoke of oxen, and slaughtered 
them; using the equipment from the oxen, he boiled their 
flesh, and gave it to the people, and they ate. Then he set 
out and followed Elijah, and became his servant. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 16 
 1Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; 
  I have said to the LORD, “You are my Lord, my good 
above all other.” 
 2All my delight is in the godly that are in the land, 
  upon those who are noble among the people. 
 3But those who run after other gods 
  shall have their troubles multiplied. 
 4I will not pour out drink offerings to such gods, 
  never take their names upon my lips.  
 5O LORD, you are my portion and my cup; 
  it is you who uphold my lot. 
 6My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; 
  indeed, I have a rich inheritance. 
 7I will bless the LORD who gives me counsel; 
  my heart teaches me night after night. 
 8I have set the LORD always before me; 
  because God is at my right hand, I shall not be 
shaken.  
 9My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; 
  my body also shall rest in hope. 
 10For you will not abandon me to the grave, 
  nor let your holy one see the pit. 



 11You will show me the path of life; 
  in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your 
right hand are pleasures forevermore.  
 
SECOND READING: Galatians 5:1, 13-25 
For Paul, the freedom Christ gives is not permission to do 
whatever we want. It is the invitation to be what we could 
not be otherwise. The power and guidance of Christ’s Holy 
Spirit produce a different kind of life, one marked by the 
fruit of this Holy Spirit. 
1For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, 
and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery. 
  13For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; 
only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for self-
indulgence, but through love become slaves to one 
another. 14For the whole law is summed up in a single 
commandment, “You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.” 15If, however, you bite and devour one another, 
take care that you are not consumed by one another. 
  16Live by the Spirit, I say, and do not gratify the desires of 
the flesh. 17For what the flesh desires is opposed to the 
Spirit, and what the Spirit desires is opposed to the flesh; for 
these are opposed to each other, to prevent you from doing 
what you want. 18But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not 
subject to the law. 19Now the works of the flesh are obvious: 
fornication, impurity, licentiousness, 20idolatry, sorcery, 
enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions, 
factions, 21envy, drunkenness, carousing, and things like 
these. I am warning you, as I warned you before: those who 
do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 
  22By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, 23gentleness, 
and self-control. There is no law against such things. 24And 
those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh 
with its passions and desires. 25If we live by the Spirit, let us 
also be guided by the Spirit. 
 



The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
*GOSPEL: Luke 9:51-62 
The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
Jesus is unwavering in his commitment to his mission in 
Jerusalem and will not be swayed by pettiness. In a series of 
striking cases in point, he calls his disciples to a similar 
single-mindedness. 
51When the days drew near for [Jesus] to be taken up, he 
set his face to go to Jerusalem. 52And he sent messengers 
ahead of him. On their way they entered a village of the 
Samaritans to make ready for him; 53but they did not receive 
him, because his face was set toward Jerusalem. 54When his 
disciples James and John saw it, they said, “Lord, do you 
want us to command fire to come down from heaven and 
consume them?” 55But he turned and rebuked them. 56Then 
they went on to another village. 
  57As they were going along the road, someone said to 
him, “I will follow you wherever you go.” 58And Jesus said to 
him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but 
the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” 59To another 
he said, “Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, first let me go and 
bury my father.” 60But Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury 
their own dead; but as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom 
of God.” 61Another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but let me 
first say farewell to those at my home.” 62Jesus said to him, 
“No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit 
for the kingdom of God.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE – Rev. Shari Schwedhelm 
 
SERMON – Rev. Shari Schwedhelm 



HYMN OF THE DAY - BE THOU MY VISION - ELW 793 

 
 
HEALING SERVICE 
Our Lord Jesus healed many as a sign of the reign of God 
come near and sent the disciples to continue this work of 
healing—with prayer, the laying on of hands, and anointing. 
In the name of Christ, the great healer and reconciler of the 
world, we now entrust to God all who are in need of healing. 
 
CANDLE LIGHTING PRAYERS 
(Seven candles are prepared on a table; people read the 
bold sections) 
We light this candle of Hope to dispel the darkness of 
discouragement and despair. 
Let us pray for those who have serious illnesses of 
mind and body. (Silent prayer) 



 
We light this candle of Grace to dispel the darkness of guilt, 
blame, and loss. 
Let us pray for those with broken lives and broken 
relationships. (Silent prayer) 
 
We light this candle of Truth to dispel the darkness of stigma 
and misinformation. 
Let us pray for ourselves and others as we learn more 
about their journey. (Silent prayer) 
 
We light this candle of Justice to dispel the darkness of 
inequities and injustice.  
Let us pray for those who are incarcerated and those 
with untreated depression or anxiety. (Silent prayer) 
 
We light this candle of Faith to dispel the darkness of doubt 
and discouragement.  
Let us pray for those who have lost hope and are in 
despair. (Silent prayer) 
 
We light this candle of Peace to dispel the darkness of 
trauma and torment.  
Let us pray for those who have experienced violence 
or abuse. (Silent prayer) 
 
We light this candle of Love to dispel the darkness of 
indifference and judgment.  
Let us pray for ourselves, family members, care 
givers, health professionals, church leaders and lay 
counselors. (Silent prayer) 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LAYING ON OF HANDS 
James 5:14-16 
A reading from James. 14Are any among you sick? They 
should call for the elders of the church and have them pray 
over them, anointing them with oil in the name of the 
Lord. 15The prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord 
will raise them up; and anyone who has committed sins will 
be forgiven. 16Therefore confess your sins to one another, 
and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. The 
prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective. 
 
BLESSING OF OIL 
Let us pray. O God, the giver of health and salvation, we 
give thanks to you for the gift of oil. As your holy apostles 
anointed many who were sick and healed them, so pour out 
your Holy Spirit on us and on this gift, that those who in 
faith and repentance receive this anointing may be made 
whole; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Sisters and brothers, I invite you to come and receive a sign 
of healing and wholeness in the name of the triune God. 
 
Those who wish to receive laying on of hands (and anointing) 
approach and, as conditions permit, they may kneel. 
The minister lays both hands on each person’s head and may 
use one of these forms or similar words. The minister may 
also anoint the person’s forehead with oil, making the sign of 
the cross. 
 
Receive this oil as a sign of forgiveness and healing in Jesus 
Christ.  
Response: Amen. 
 
(Music Plays) After all have returned to their places, the 
presiding minister continues. 
 



O God of Love, Light and Peace, thank you for spiritual healing 
that goes beyond the physical, for eyes to see beyond the 
here and now, for faith to claim your promises. We pray for 
all who dwell under the shadow of illness –mental or physical. 
Give us courage to face the challenges and darkness that 
come uninvited, unpredictably. Make us willing to serve in 
ways we never envisioned. Through us, shine your light of 
faith into the lives of those who have lost hope. Open our 
minds to learn more about their needs and dreams. Make us 
channels of your love and mercy, to the praise of your glory. 
Amen. Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
Almighty God, who is a strong tower to all, to whom all things 
in heaven and on earth bow and obey, be now and evermore 
your sure defense, and help you to know that the name given 
to us for health and salvation is the name of our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
OFFERING 
 
OFFERTORY 
Take My Life That I May Be – ELW 685 – verses 1, 6 

 



 
*GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
*DIALOGUE  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
*PREFACE  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ: 
our Good Samaritan, who tends the wounds of body and 
spirit with the oil of consolation and the wine of hope; 
the Sun of righteousness, who raises us to life on his healing 
wings. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
 
 



*LORD’S PRAYER  
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus 
taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
We believe that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly present in the 
bread and wine of Holy Communion, bringing to us the gift 
of forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. All who share 
in this belief are welcome to gather at the Lord’s table.  
Allergen free elements are available for those who request 
them, and grape juice is located in the center ring of each 
communion tray.  If you would like to come forward for a 
blessing instead of communion, please come. Taste and see 
that the Lord is good. 

COMMUNION  
 
DISTRIBUTION HYMN –  
Let Us Break Bread Together ELW 471 



 
 
*BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
 
*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 

Merciful God, constant source of all healing, 
we give you thanks for all your gifts of strength and life, 
and above all we thank you for the gift of your Son, 
through whom we have health and salvation. 
As we wait for that day when there will be no more pain, 
help us by your Holy Spirit 
to be assured of your power in our lives 
and to trust in your eternal love; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 



*SENDING OF COMMUNION 
Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender 
care: 
As you sent the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, 
assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament 
with those who are sick or homebound. 
In your love and care, nourish and strengthen those who will 
receive this sacrament, 
and give us all the comfort of your abiding presence 
through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. 
Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
*BLESSING 
The God of all consolation bless you in every way, grant you 
hope all the days of your life, restore you to health and grant 
you salvation, fill your heart with peace, and lead you to 

eternal life. Almighty God bless you, the Father, the ☩ Son, 

and the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN  
Go My Children, With My Blessing - ELW 543 



 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
Touched by Your grace, 
We take Your grace to the world. 
Healed by Your love, 
We take Your love to the world. 
Renewed by Your Spirit, 
We go in the Spirit's power 
to be agents of Your healing. 
Amen. 


