
Sunday, May 19, 2019 
The Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

PRELUDE – TBD 
 
INTRODUCTION 
Easter initiates a new day. It anticipates a new heaven and a 
new earth. The risen Lord is making all things new. In the 
mystery of holy baptism God has made new people of us. 
Today the Lord Jesus invites us to see everyone in a new 
light—through the lens of love. 
 
WELCOME 

Welcome to Salem Lutheran Church.  We welcome all of you 
to worship today, especially those of you who are visiting, or 
are worshiping with us on Big Dog radio 98.9, KHUB 1340, 
or viewing on Spectrum cable. Our intergenerational 
education time begins in the lounge at 9:40 am, and all are 
welcome. 

This morning as we continue to celebrate the resurrection of 
our Savior, we celebrate the new hope that resurrection 
brings into our lives.  Every week as we gather, we seek 
new ways to love and serve God as we care for our 
neighbor. 

*THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the fountain of living 
water, the rock who gave us birth, our light and our 
salvation. Amen. 
 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed 
with God’s mercy and forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the 
gift of baptism. 
 



We give you thanks, O God, O Living One, for you have 
created all, and you water the earth abundantly. Oceans and 
aquifers praise you. Rivers and streams bless you. 
 
All life is sustained by you, our Source. We praise you for 
Christ, the firstborn from the dead, who frees us from sin 
and raises us up to new life. 
 
Here at this font we touch the river of the water of life, 
bright as crystal, flowing through the city of God. Here, 
death is washed away forever. Here, we are grafted into the 
tree of life, with leaves for the healing of the world. 
 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on this assembly, into this 
community, and throughout all creation. Cleanse us from our 
fears and drown our divisions. Grant that all may drink of 
your mercy and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

*OPENING SONG Shine, Jesus, Shine – ELW #671 
 

 



 
 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. O Lord God, you teach us that without 
love, our actions gain nothing. Pour into our hearts 
your most excellent gift of love, that, made alive by 
your Spirit, we may know goodness and peace, 
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
*SONG OF PRAISE Lord, I Lift Your Name on High – ELW 
857 
 
Lord, I lift Your name on high 
Lord, I love to sing your praises 
I'm so glad you're in my life 
I'm so glad you came to save us 
 



You came from heaven to earth 
to show the way from the earth  
From the earth to the cross, my debt to pay, 
From the cross to the grave,  
from the grave to the sky, 
Lord, I lift your name on high. 
 
*SONG OF PRAISE My Redeemer Lives – Reuben Morgan 
 
I know He rescued my soul. 
His blood has covered my sin. 
I believe. I believe.  

 

My shame He's taken away. 
My pain is healed in His name. 
I believe. I believe. 
 
I'll raise a banner cause my Lord  
has conquered the grave 
 
My redeemer lives. My redeemer lives. 
My redeemer lives. My redeemer lives. 
 
You lift my burden. I'll rise with You. 
I'm dancing on this mountain top  
to see Your Kingdom come. 
 
My redeemer lives. My redeemer lives. 
My redeemer lives. My redeemer lives. 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
FIRST READING: Acts 11:1-18 
A reading from Acts. 
 



In defense of his earlier baptism of pagan believers, Peter 
demonstrates to the members of the Jerusalem church that 
God’s intention to love Gentiles as well as Jews is revealed in 
Jesus’ own testimony. In this way the mission to the Gentiles 
is officially authorized. 

1Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea 
heard that the Gentiles had also accepted the word of God. 
2So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised 
believers criticized him, 3saying, “Why did you go to 
uncircumcised men and eat with them?” 4Then Peter began 
to explain it to them, step by step, saying, 5“I was in the city 
of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. There was 
something like a large sheet coming down from heaven, 
being lowered by its four corners; and it came close to me. 
6As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed animals, beasts of 
prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. 7I also heard a voice 
saying to me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.’ 8But I replied, ‘By 
no means, Lord; for nothing profane or unclean has ever 
entered my mouth.’ 9But a second time the voice answered 
from heaven, ‘What God has made clean, you must not call 
profane.’ 10This happened three times; then everything was 
pulled up again to heaven. 11At that very moment three 
men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the house where 
we were. 12The Spirit told me to go with them and not to 
make a distinction between them and us. These six brothers 
also accompanied me, and we entered the man’s house. 
13He told us how he had seen the angel standing in his 
house and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who is 
called Peter; 14he will give you a message by which you and 
your entire household will be saved.’ 15And as I began to 
speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us 
at the beginning. 16And I remembered the word of the Lord, 
how he had said, ‘John baptized with water, but you will be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17If then God gave them the 
same gift that he gave us when we believed in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who was I that I could hinder God?” 18When 



they heard this, they were silenced. And they praised God, 
saying, “Then God has given even to the Gentiles the 
repentance that leads to life.” 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM (SPOKEN): Psalm 148 
 1Hallelujah! Praise the LORD from the heavens; 
  praise God in the heights. 
 2Praise the LORD, all you angels; 
  sing praise, all you hosts of heaven. 
 3Praise the LORD, sun and moon; 
  sing praise, all you shining stars. 
 4Praise the LORD, heaven of heavens, 
  and you waters above the heavens. 
 5Let them praise the name of the LORD, 
  who commanded, and they were created, 
 6who made them stand fast forever and ever, 
  giving them a law that shall not pass away.  
 7Praise the LORD from the earth, 
  you sea monsters and all deeps; 
 8fire and hail, snow and fog, 
  tempestuous wind, doing God’s will; 
 9mountains and all hills, 
  fruit trees and all cedars; 
 10wild beasts and all cattle, 
  creeping things and flying birds; 
 11sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, 
  princes and all rulers of the world; 
 12young men and maidens, 
  old and young together.  
 13Let them praise the name of the LORD, whose name only 
is exalted, whose splendor is over earth and heaven. 
 14The LORD has raised up strength for the people 



and praise for all faithful servants, the children of 
Israel, a people who are near the LORD. Hallelujah!  
 
SECOND READING: Revelation 21:1-6 
A reading from Revelation. 
 
John’s vision shows us that in the resurrection the new age 
has dawned; God dwells with us already. Yet we wait for the 
time when the tears that cloud our vision will be wiped 
away. Then we will see the new heaven, new earth, and 
new Jerusalem. 

1I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven 
and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no 
more. 2And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming 
down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned 
for her husband. 3And I heard a loud voice from the throne 
saying,  
 “See, the home of God is among mortals. 
 He will dwell with them; 
 they will be his peoples, 
 and God himself will be with them; 
 4he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 
 Death will be no more; 
 mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 
 for the first things have passed away.” 
  5And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I 
am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this, for 
these words are trustworthy and true.” 6Then he said to me, 
“It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning 
and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from 
the spring of the water of life.” 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Halle, Halle, Hallelujah - ELW 
#172 

 
 
*GOSPEL: John 13:31-35 
The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
After washing the disciples’ feet, predicting his betrayal, and 
then revealing his betrayer, Jesus speaks of his glorification 
on the cross. This deep complicated love of Jesus, even to 
death on the cross, will be the distinctive mark of Jesus’ 
community. 

31When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man 
has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. 32If 
God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in 
himself and will glorify him at once. 33Little children, I am 
with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I 
said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, 
you cannot come.’ 34I give you a new commandment, that 
you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also 
should love one another. 35By this everyone will know that 
you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 



HANDBELL CHOIR ANTHEM  
 
CHILDREN'S SERMON Rev. Shari Schwedhelm  
 
SERMON Rev. Shari Schwedhelm 
 
*HYMN OF THE DAY A New Commandment (WOV 
664) 

 
 

 
 
*NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 



of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 

Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 

Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living 

and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 

glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of 

sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Gracious God, send your Holy Spirit upon your church, 
especially upon our brothers and sisters at St. Timothy 
Lutheran Church as today they celebrate 50 years of 
ministry together. Remind us each day of  the promises 
made in our baptism, promises to build community, to 
worship together, to share our faith, to serve others, and to 
work for justice and peace. Forgive us for the ways we have 
caused creation to suffer. Teach us to be better caretakers 
of earth’s resources. Bless police officers, firefighters, 
paramedics, and first responders who put themselves at risk 



to care for others. Make your home among us and shelter us 
from storms of death, mourning, crying, and pain. Draw 
near to those who weep and to those who are lonely. 
Restore health and wholeness to those who suffer especially 
Don, Jenna, Janice, Bonnie, Shirley, and Bonnie. Are there 
others for whom we should pray? 
 
We give you thanks for those who faithfully carry out the 
ministry of hospitality: greeters, ushers, those who make 
coffee and bake cookies, all who welcome newcomers and 
care for children, and all who extend a hand of peace to 
neighbors. We remember also this day our brothers and 
sisters at St. Peter’s Lutheran Church in Pilger and ask that 
you bless their ministry in new and creative ways. We 
commend these and all our prayers to you, O God. Come 
near to us with your saving help, for the sake of Jesus 
Christ, our risen Lord. 
Amen. 
 
*PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you.  
 
OFFERING 
 
*OFFERTORY – We Are An Offering – ELW 692 
 
We lift our voices, we lift our hands 
We lift our lives up to You 
We are an offering 
 
Lord use our voices, Lord use our hands 
Lord use our lives they are Yours 
We are an offering 
 
All that we have, all that we are 
All that we hope to be we give to You 



We give to You 
 
We lift our voices, we lift our hands 
We lift our lives up to You 
We are an offering 
 
*OFFERING PRAYER 
Risen One, as you broke bread with the disciples on the 
shore, meet us now in this meal. Nourish us to follow you, 
using our gifts to feed the hungry and tend the weary, and 
all for your love’s sake. Amen. 

 
*GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 *THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of 
your glory. In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who 
preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, 
opened his arms to all. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took 
bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave 
it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my 
blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and 
ascension, we await his coming in glory. Pour out upon us 
the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who 
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, 
our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all 
honor and glory, now and forever. Amen. 
 



*LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus 
taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
We believe that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly present in the 
bread and wine of Holy Communion, bringing to us the gift 
of forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. All who share 
in this belief are welcome to gather at the Lord’s table.   

Allergen free elements are available for those who request 
them, and grape juice is located in the center ring of each 
communion tray.  If you would like to come forward for a 
blessing instead of communion, please come. Jesus Christ, 
risen from the dead, gives everyone a place at the welcome 
table. Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

 
COMMUNION  
 
COMMUNION SONG One Bread, One Body - ELW #496 
 



 
 

 
 
*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Living God, you have greeted us in our brokenness and 
nourished us with the body of Christ, broken for us. Risen to 
new life with you, send us now to bear your healing love 
into the wounded world, in the name of our risen Savior and 
Lord. Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
 
*BLESSING 
The blessing of the living God, Father, + Son, and Holy 
Spirit, surround and sustain you, keep you from harm, and 
fill you with courage. Amen. 
 



SENDING SONG We Are Marching in the Light: Siyahamba 
- ELW #866 

 
 

 
 
*DISMISSAL 



Go in peace. Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God. 
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