Sunday, May 12, 2019
The Fourth Sunday of Easter

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRELUDE — My Shepherd Will Supply My Need — Robert
Hebble
The King of Love My Shepherd Is — Charles Callahan

INTRODUCTION

The gift of new life, of eternal life, is the gift of the risen
Christ. It is the promise of Jesus. It was true for Dorcas in
Joppa. It was true for those “who have come out of the
great ordeal” in the Revelation vision. It is true for us and
for all the baptized: Surely goodness and mercy shall follow
me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of
the Lord forever.

WELCOME

Welcome to Salem Lutheran Church. We welcome all of you
to worship today, especially those of you who are visiting, or
are worshiping with us on Big Dog radio 98.9, KHUB 1340,
or viewing on Spectrum cable. Our intergenerational
education time begins in the lounge at 9:40 am, and all are
welcome.

This morning as we continue to celebrate the resurrection of
our Savior, we celebrate the new hope that resurrection
brings into our lives. Every week as we gather, we seek
new ways to love and serve God as we care for our
neighbor.

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (FONT)

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross,
the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.



Blessed be the holy Trinity, ++ one God,
who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your
people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us
the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin,
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one
another.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned
from you and given ourselves into the power of sin.
We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your
compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown,
things we have done and things we have failed to do.
Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so
that we may live and serve you in newness of life
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were
dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace
you have been saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ, your
sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power
through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts
through faith. Amen.



*OPENING HYMN Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us — ELW
789

N | R P————
[ D T I [ —— = 1 T T T I T ]
J f f  —
1 Sav-ior like a shep-herd lead us; much we need your ten - der care.
2 We are yours; in love be - friend us, be the guard-ian of our way;
3 You have prom-ised to re - ceive us, poor and sin - ful though we be;
4 Ear-ly let us seek your fa - vor, ear -ly let us do your will;
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In  your pleas-ant pas-tures feed us, for our use your fold pre-pare.

keep your flock, from sin de - fend us, seek us when we go  a-stray.
you have mer-cy to re-lieve us, grace to cleanse, and pow’r to free.
bless-ed Lord and on -ly Sav - ior, with your love our spir - its fill.
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Bless-ed  Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have bought us; we are yours.
Bless-ed  Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, hear us chil - dren when we  pray.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, ear-ly let us turn to  you.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have loved us, love us  still.

Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have bought us; we are yours.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, hear us chil - dren when we pray.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, ear-ly let us turn to you.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have loved us, love wus still.

*GREETING (ALTAR) — ELW S147

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.



CANTICLE OF PRAISE - ELW S14
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our  prayer.
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For you a-lone are the Ho -ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,

you a-lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho - ly Spir-it,

in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther A - men.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Let us pray.

O God of peace, you brought again from the dead our
Lord Jesus Christ, the great shepherd of the sheep.
By the blood of your eternal covenant, make us
complete in everything good that we may do your
will, and work among us all that is well-pleasing in
your sight, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.

MOTHER'S DAY LITANY
Leader: This is the day the Lord has made!
Congregation: We will rejoice and be glad in it!

Leader: To those who are pregnant with new life,
Congregation: We anticipate with you and pray that
God will knit together the child in your womb.

Leader: To those who gave birth this year to their first child
Congregation: We celebrate with you!

Leader: To those who lost a child this year. To those who
experienced loss this year through miscarriage, failed
adoptions, or accidents

Congregation: We mourn with you.

Leader: To those who walk the hard path of infertility,
fraught with pokes, prods, tears, hopes that are dashed and
disappointment

Congregation: We walk with you. Forgive us when
we say foolish things. We don’t mean to make this
harder than it is.

Leader: To those who are moms, step-moms, foster moms,
mentor moms, and spiritual moms

Congregation: Thank you! We need you. We
appreciate you!



Leader: To those who experienced abuse at the hands of
your own mother

Congregation: We acknowledge your experience. We
are sad with you. We hope for your healing.

Leader: To those who are caring for their mothers in the
midst of medical needs
Congregation: God sustain you.

Leader: To those who whose mother died this year or in
years past
Congregation: We grieve with you. Peace to you.

Leader: This Mother’s Day, everyday, we all walk together
as the family of God. All are valued. All make a difference.
For the mothers present and represented among us, we give
extra thanksgiving today.

Congregation: For their love, encouragement and
strength, we thank the Lord.

Leader: Drawn together by the Spirit, we join with others
as one family in worship, in prayer, in praise, in

company. We come to worship God and to grow in faith
together.

Congregation: Let us love one another as God first
loved us.

Lord, we thank you for the gift of motherhood. We thank
you for the many examples of faithful mothers in scripture,
like Sarah, Hannah, Elizabeth, and Lois. We are mindful this
day of all these women, and especially Mary the mother of
our Lord Jesus Christ, who had the courage in faith to say
“yes” to your calling. May these women gathered here today
emulate these examples of faith. And may they model for all
the rest of us what it means to be your disciple. Bless them
on this special day; in the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen.



HYMN - For All the Faithful Women - ELW 419 — verses 1,
10, 2, Last
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I For all the faith-ful wom - en who served in days of old,

Insert one or more of stanzas 3—11 or this general stanza 2:
2 O God, for saints and ser - vants, those named and those un-known,
Last All praise to God the Fa - ther! All praise to Christ the Son!
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to you shall thanks be giv - en; to all, their stor - y told.
in whom through all the a - ges your light of glo - 1y shone,
All praise to God the Spir - it, who binds the church as one!
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They served with strength and glad - ness in tasks your wis-dom gave.
we of - fer glad thanks-giv - ing and fer - vent prayer we raise
With saints who went be - fore us, with saints who wit - ness still,
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To you their lives bore wit - ness, pro - claimed your pow’r to save.
that, faith-ful in your ser - vice, our lives may sing your praise.
we sing glad al -le - lu - ias and strive to do your will
Dorcas

10 Lord, hear our praise of Dorcas
who served the sick and poor.
Her hands were cups of kindness,
her heart an open door.

Send us, O Christ, your Body,
where people cry in pain,

and touch them with compassion
to make them whole again.



WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Acts 9:36-43
Peter raises Tabitha/Dorcas from the dead

A reading from Acts.

Dorcas was a faithful and devoted woman of charity in the
community of Joppa. Her kindness and her work with
clothing was well-known, especially to the widows in town.
When she fell ill and died, Peter raised her back to life
through the power of prayer.

**Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was
Tabitha, which in Greek is Dorcas. She was devoted to good
works and acts of charity. /At that time she became ill and
died. When they had washed her, they laid her in a room
upstairs. *®Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, who
heard that Peter was there, sent two men to him with the
request, “Please come to us without delay.” *°So Peter got
up and went with them; and when he arrived, they took him
to the room upstairs. All the widows stood beside him,
weeping and showing tunics and other clothing that Dorcas
had made while she was with them. “°Peter put all of them
outside, and then he knelt down and prayed. He turned to
the body and said, “Tabitha, get up.” Then she opened her
eyes, and seeing Peter, she sat up. “'He gave her his hand
and helped her up. Then calling the saints and widows, he
showed her to be alive. “*This became known throughout
Joppa, and many believed in the Lord. “*Meanwhile he
stayed in Joppa for some time with a certain Simon, a
tanner.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM The King of Love My Shepherd Is - ELW 502
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2 Where streams of liv - ing wa - ter flow, my ran - somed
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I am his and he is mine for - ev - er.
pas - tures grow, with food ce - les - tial feed - eth.
gent - ly laid, and home, re - joic - ing, brought me.
com - fort still; thy cross be - fore to guide me.

5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight; 6 And so, through all the length of days,

thine unction grace bestoweth; thy goodness faileth never.
and, oh, what transport of delight Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise
from thy pure chalice floweth! within thy house forever.

SECOND READING: Revelation 7:9-17
A white-robed multitude sings before the Lamb

A reading from Revelation.

Christ is the shepherd who leads his faithful to springs of the
water of life. Christ is also the lamb who vanquishes sin and
suftering, in whose blood the saints have washed their robes
and made them white.

After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no
one could count, from every nation, from all tribes and
peoples and languages, standing before the throne and
before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their
hands. '°They cried out in a loud voice, saying,

“Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the
throne, and to the Lamb!”



"1And all the angels stood around the throne and around the
elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their
faces before the throne and worshiped God, '“singing,
“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom
and thanksgiving and honor
and power and might
be to our God forever and ever! Amen.”
3Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are
these, robed in white, and where have they come from?” “I
said to him, "Sir, you are the one that knows.” Then he said
to me, "These are they who have come out of the great
ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white
in the blood of the Lamb.
5For this reason they are before the throne of God,
and worship him day and night within his temple,
and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter
them.
15They will hunger no more, and thirst no more;
the sun will not strike them,
nor any scorching heat;
for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their
shepherd,
and he will guide them to springs of the water of life,
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia — ELW S151

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.
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You have the words of e - ter-nal life. Al - le - lu - ia.

*GOSPEL: John 10:22-30
Jesus promises eternal life to his sheep

Jesus responds to questions about his identity with the
remarkable claim that he and the Father are one. Those who
understand this are his sheep; they hear his voice, follow,
and will never be snatched from his hand.

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

22At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in
Jerusalem. It was winter, “and Jesus was walking in the
temple, in the portico of Solomon. **So the Jews gathered
around him and said to him, "How long will you keep us in
suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.” *>Jesus
answered, "I have told you, and you do not believe. The
works that I do in my Father’s name testify to me; 2°but you
do not believe, because you do not belong to my sheep.
?’My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow
me. “°I give them eternal life, and they will never perish. No
one will snatch them out of my hand. “?What my Father has
given me is greater than all else, and no one can snatch it
out of the Father’s hand. *°The Father and I are one.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

CHOIR ANTHEM He Restores My Soul — arr. Kris Crunk



CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Pat Ludeke

SERMON Rev. Shari Schwedhelm

HYMN OF THE DAY You Are Mine — ELW 581
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I “I  will come to you in the si - lence,

2 “I am hope for all who are hope - less,

3 “ am strength for all the de - spair - ing,

4 am the Word that leads all to free - dom, I
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I will lift you from all your fear.
I am eyes for all who long to see. 2) In the
heal-ing for the ones who dwell in  shame.
am the peace the world can-not  give.
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You will hear my voice, I claim you as my choice. Be
shad-ows of the night, I will be your light.

All the blind will see, the lame will all run free, and
1 will call your name, em - brac -ing all your pain. Stand
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Come  and rest in me. 1o refrain
all will know my name. 10 refrain
up, now walk and live! 1o refrain
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*NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin
Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and
glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of
sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION



Trusting God’s promise of new life, we pray for the renewal
of the church, the world, and all of creation.

Shine your light through this and every congregation,
especially our brothers and sisters at St. Timothy Lutehran
Church. Reveal to us the light of your salvation in places of
hopelessness and decay. Anoint us and make us overflow
with goodness and mercy. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is
great.

We give thanks for gentle rains that nourish green pastures
and rejuvenate rivers and streams. Provide clean water for
thirsty people, animals, and crops. Heal places suffering
destruction caused by floods, typhoons, storms, and
mudslides. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Empower authorities to be faithful shepherds who lead
nations in pathways of righteousness and peace, especially
our Mayor, Scott, and our City Council representatives.
Disrupt and deter the work of terrorists, religious and
political extremists, and all who would choose the way of
violence over the way of mercy. Hear us, O God. Your
mercy is great.

Give strength and perseverance to those facing struggles of
hunger or thirst, unemployment or homelessness, chronic
illness or anxiety (especially). Are there others for whom we
should pray? Be our never-failing voice of comfort through
all the trials of this life. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is
great.

Raise up faithful women as witnesses to your strength and
compassion. Bless mothers and all who offer mothering care.
Protect victims of sexism, abuse, and gender-based violence.
Restore dignity to those marginalized because of their
gender identity or sexual orientation. Hear us, O God. Your
mercy is great.



Salvation belongs to you, O God. You promise to wipe away
every tear. Give us the assurance that all who live and die in
you (especially) will rest forever beside the river of life. Hear
us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God. Come
near to us with your saving help, for the sake of Jesus
Christ, our risen Lord. Amen.

*PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.Grace

OFFERING - The Lord is My Shepherd — Howard Goodall

*OFFERTORY - Let the Vineyards — ELW 184
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with your pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.
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*OFFERING PRAYER

Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by
day you shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to
new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to
praise you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

*THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD

Let us pray. Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your
Word you made all things: you spoke light into darkness,
called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being.
For your Word of life, O God, we give you thanks and
praise.

By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your
wonderful gifts: freedom from captivity, water on the desert
journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with
you. For your Word of life, O God, we give you thanks
and praise.

Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and
call us to witness: forgiveness through the cross, life to
those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love.
For your Word of life, O God, we give you thanks and
praise.

Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within
us: renew our faith, increase our hope, and deepen our love,
for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O
God, draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER ELW S154
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,



on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

ROGATION LITURGY

It is with a spirit of joy that we bring these elements before
you for blessing this day. We bring seed that will be sown
into the earth, nourished by the richness of the soil, and
water that will enable the seed to grow into fullness and the
equipment to help us. We give you thanks for the charge
you have given us to be stewards of the earth. We give you
thanks for the invitation you have given us to be co-creators
with you, the one God, who created all that exists. Amen

Prayer for seeds:

Creating God, you have given seed to the sower and bread
to the people. Nourish, protect and bless the seeds which
your people have sown in hope. By your loving and
bountiful giving, may they bring their fruit in due

season. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Prayer for soil:

Giver of life, we give you thanks that in the richness of the
soil, nature awakens to your call of spring. We praise you



for the smell of freshly tilled earth, the beauty of a cleanly
cut furrow, and a well-plowed field. We ask that you help us
to be good stewards of this land. In the name of the one
who gives us new life, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Prayer for Water/Rain:

Sustaining God, we receive the fruits of the earth from

you. We give you thanks for the smell of the earth after
rain, for its welcome cooling, and its necessary hydration for
the land. We ask that the rain come as often as it is needed
so that the crops may flourish and the coming harvest be
indeed bountiful. Amen

Prayer for Equipment:

Gracious Lord, be with us now and bless us as we set apart
this equipment to your glory and praise. Grant us diligence
in maintenance, safety and caution in use, and patience
during breakdowns. Give us the faith to know your gracious
purpose in all things, give us joy in them and lead us to the
building up of your kingdom. Amen

BLESSING ELW S155

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on
you with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with
favor and + give you peace. Amen.



SENDING SONG For the Fruit of All Creation - ELW 679
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1 For the fruit of all cre - a - tion, thanks be to God.

2 In the just re - ward of la- bor, God’s will is done.

3 For the har-vests of the Spir - it, thanks be to  God.
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For these gifts to ev - ’ry na - tion, thanks be to  God.

In the help we give our neigh-bor, God’s will is done.

For the good we all in - her - it, thanks be to God.
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For the plow-ing, sow-ing,reap-ing, si-lent growth while we are sleep-ing,
In our world-wide task of car-ing for the hun - gry and de - spair-ing,
For the won - ders that as-tound us, for the truths that still con-found us,
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fu - ture needs in  earth’s safe-keep-ing, thanks be to  God.
in  the har-vests we are shar-ing, God’s will is  done.

most of all, that love has found us, thanks be to God.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Prelude and Fugue in F Major — J.S. Bach



