
Sunday, March 10, 2019 
The First Sunday in Lent 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 
INTRODUCTION These forty days called Lent are like no 
other. It is our opportune time to return to the God who 
rescues; to receive the gifts of God’s grace; to believe with 
the heart and confess with the mouth the wonder of God’s 
love in Jesus; and to resist temptation at every turn. This is 
no small pilgrimage on which we have just embarked. It is a 
struggle Jesus knew. It is a struggle Jesus shares. The 
nearness of the Lord, in bread and wine, water and word, 
will uphold and sustain us. 
 
PRELUDE Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery – arr. J. 
Hoffman 
 
WELCOME (FONT) 

Good Morning. Welcome to Salem Lutheran Church. We 
welcome all of you to worship today, especially those of 
you who are visiting, or are worshiping with us on Big Dog 
radio 98.9, KHUB 1340, or viewing on Spectrum cable. 
Please join us for coffee and fellowship following the 
service today. Our intergenerational educational time will 
begin in the lounge at 9:40, and all are welcome.   

Whether this is your first time here or your hundredth, we 
hope that you find here hope, joy, and peace. May your 
time in worship inspire your service to the world God 
loves!   
 
 
 
 



THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM (FONT) 
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, 
the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
The presiding minister addresses the assembly. 
 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. Let us 
give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister 
gives thanks. 
 
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit 
moved over the waters and by your Word you created the 
world, calling forth life in which you took delight.  
 
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his 
family. Through the sea you led your people Israel from 
slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by 
John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 
 
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and 
sons, making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus 
Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with 
your forgiveness, grace, and love.  
 
To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our 
Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 
 



GATHERING SONG Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery – 
ELW 334 – verses 1-3, 1 Lent 

 
 

 
 
GREETING (ALTAR) – ELW S138 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
KYRIE ELW S138 
 

 
 
 



 

 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. O Lord God, you led your people through 
the wilderness and brought them to the promised 
land. Guide us now, so that, following your Son, we 
may walk safely through the wilderness of this world 
toward the life you alone can give, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen.  
 

 



WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 26:1-11 
The Lord brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand 

 
A reading from the book of Deuteronomy.  
 
The annual harvest festival, called the Feast of Weeks, 
provides the setting for this reading. This festival celebrates 
the first fruits of the produce of the land offered back to God 
in thanks. In this text, worshipers announce God’s gracious 
acts on behalf of Israel. 
 
1When you have come into the land that the LORD your God 
is giving you as an inheritance to possess, and you possess 
it, and settle in it, 2you shall take some of the first of all the 
fruit of the ground, which you harvest from the land that 
the LORD your God is giving you, and you shall put it in a 
basket and go to the place that the LORD your God will 
choose as a dwelling for his name. 3You shall go to the 
priest who is in office at that time, and say to him, “Today I 
declare to the LORD your God that I have come into the land 
that the LORD swore to our ancestors to give us.” 4When the 
priest takes the basket from your hand and sets it down 
before the altar of the LORD your God, 5you shall make this 
response before the LORD your God: “A wandering Aramean 
was my ancestor; he went down into Egypt and lived there 
as an alien, few in number, and there he became a great 
nation, mighty and populous. 6When the Egyptians treated 
us harshly and afflicted us, by imposing hard labor on 
us, 7we cried to the LORD, the God of our ancestors; 
the LORD heard our voice and saw our affliction, our toil, and 
our oppression. 8The LORD brought us out of Egypt with a 
mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with a terrifying 
display of power, and with signs and wonders; 9and he 
brought us into this place and gave us this land, a land 



flowing with milk and honey. 10So now I bring the first of the 
fruit of the ground that you, O LORD, have given me.” You 
shall set it down before the LORD your God and bow down 
before the LORD your God. 11Then you, together with the 
Levites and the aliens who reside among you, shall celebrate 
with all the bounty that the LORD your God has given to you 
and to your house. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM: Psalm 91 
On Eagle’s Wings – arr. Douglas Wagner – Adult Choir 
 
SECOND READING: Romans 10:8b-13 
If you confess that Jesus is Lord, you will be saved 
 
A reading from Paul’s letter to the Romans.  
 
Paul reminds the Christians at Rome of the foundation of 
their creed, the confession of faith in the risen Christ as 
Lord. 
 
 8b“The word is near you, 
  on your lips and in your heart” 
(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 9because if you 
confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your 
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be 
saved. 10For one believes with the heart and so is justified, 
and one confesses with the mouth and so is saved. 11The 
scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be put to 
shame.” 12For there is no distinction between Jew and 
Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all 
who call on him. 13For, “Everyone who calls on the name of 
the Lord shall be saved.” 
 
 



The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Glory to You – ELW 177 
 
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 

 

GOSPEL:  Luke 4:1-13 
The temptation of Jesus in the wilderness for forty days 

 
The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
After being filled with the Holy Spirit at his baptism, Jesus is 
led in the wilderness. Through his responses to the 
temptations of the devil, he defines what it means to be 
called “the Son of God.”  
 
1Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and 
was led by the Spirit in the wilderness, 2where for forty days 
he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing at all during 
those days, and when they were over, he was 
famished. 3The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, 
command this stone to become a loaf of bread.” 4Jesus 
answered him, “It is written, ‘One does not live by bread 
alone.’ ” 
  5Then the devil led him up and showed him in an instant 
all the kingdoms of the world. 6And the devil said to him, “To 
you I will give their glory and all this authority; for it has 
been given over to me, and I give it to anyone I please. 7If 
you, then, will worship me, it will all be yours.” 8Jesus 
answered him, “It is written,  
 ‘Worship the Lord your God, 



  and serve only him.’ ” 
  9Then the devil took him to Jerusalem, and placed him on 
the pinnacle of the temple, saying to him, “If you are the 
Son of God, throw yourself down from here, 10for it is 
written,  
 ‘He will command his angels concerning you, 
  to protect you,’ 
11and  
 ‘On their hands they will bear you up, 
  so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’ ” 
12Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘Do not put the Lord your 
God to the test.’ ” 13When the devil had finished every test, 
he departed from him until an opportune time. 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON Pat Ludeke 
 
SERMON Vicar Shari Schwedhelm 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY A Mighty Fortress is Our God – ELW 
504 
 

 
 



 
 
CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the 

dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (ALTAR) 
Seeking the grace, mercy, and love of almighty God, we 
offer our prayers for the church, for people in need, and for 
all of creation. 

A brief silence. 
 

Holy and steadfast God, keep your word near to us, planting 
it in our hearts and communities.  We pray especially for our 
brothers and sisters at St. Timothy Lutheran Church. Make it 
blossom into proclamation for all people to receive. Hear us, 
O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
As you give your Spirit freely, so also give bread that 
sustains every living thing. Graciously feed hungry souls and 
hungry stomachs with your bountiful provision. Hear us, O 
God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Stir up courage among your people to resist oppressive 
powers and to lead people into freedom (as you did through 
Harriet Tubman and Sojourner Truth, whom we 
commemorate today). Bless our civic leaders, especially our 
City Council members, Mark, Susan, Mark, Brad, Matt, Mike, 
Glen, and Linda. Shine the light of your justice through their 
work. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Hold tightly those who grow weary in their struggle with 
addiction or temptation (especially). By your strength bear 
them up to live fully in your presence. Hear us, O God. Your 
mercy is great. 
 
Bless the Girl Scouts as they seek to help girls discover their 
strengths, passions, and talents. Hear us, O God. Your 
mercy is great. 
 
 



Teach us the stories of our faith by heart. As you 
accompanied our ancestors in their uncertainty, so guide us 
confidently into the future. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is 
great. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
When we struggle and are tested, redeem us by the 
endurance of Christ. We pray especially for …. Are there 
others for whom we should pray? Give us steadfast faith to 
strive for your glory until we witness its fullness. Hear us, O 
God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Reveal your will as you receive our prayers and conform our 
ways to your ways; through the saving work of Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
 
PEACE (ALTAR) 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

OFFERING A Mighty Fortress Is Our God – Johann 
Pachelbel 
 
OFFERTORY Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow – 
ELW 884 
 



 
 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER (ALTAR) 
Let us pray. Gracious and Generous God, we are amazed by 
the good gifts you bestow in abundance. Thank you for food 
that sustains us on our journey. Thank you for the company 
of saints to whom we are joined. Thank you for giving us 
your work to do on earth. We offer back to you a portion of 
all that we have received, setting down our baskets in 
celebration of your greatest gift, Jesus Christ, in whose 
name we pray.  Amen. 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 

O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you 
illumine our way through life with the words of your Son. 
Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others, 
and at the end bring all the world to your feast; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and 
the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 
Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER (ALTAR) 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 



thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now 

and forever. Amen. 

SENDING HYMN Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer – ELW 
618 



 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer 
arr. Paul Manz 
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