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A SERVICE OF WORSHIP AND PRAISE ON THE OCCASION OF THE 

ORDINATION OF 

BENJAMIN MICHAEL AKERS 
SUNDAY, MAY 24TH, 2020, 3:00 PM  

PRESERVICE MUSIC 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN 
“WE PRAISE YOU AND ACKNOWLEDGE YOU, O GOD”  LSB #941 
1. We praise You and acknowledge You, O God, to be the Lord, 

The Father everlasting, by all the earth adored.  To You all 
angel powers cry aloud, the heavens sing, The cherubim and 
seraphim their praises to You bring: “O holy, holy, holy Lord 
God of Sabaoth; Your majesty and glory fill the heavens and 
the earth!” 

2. The band of the apostles in glory sing Your praise; The 
fellowship of prophets their deathless voices raise. The 
martyrs of Your kingdom, a great and noble throng, Sing with 
the holy Church throughout all the world this song: “O all-
majestic Father, Your true and only Son, And Holy Spirit, 
Comforter — forever Three in One!” 

3. You, Christ, are King of glory, the everlasting Son, Yet You, 
with boundless love, sought to rescue ev’ryone: You laid 
aside Your glory, were born of virgin’s womb, Were crucified 
for us and were placed into a tomb; Then by Your 
resurrection You won for us reprieve — You opened heaven’s 
kingdom to all who would believe. 

4. You sit in splendid glory, enthroned at God’s right hand, 
Upholding earth and heaven by forces You command. We 
know that You will come as our Judge that final day, So help 
Your servants You have redeemed by blood, we pray; May we 
with saints be numbered where praises never end, In glory 
everlasting. Amen, O Lord, amen! 

INVOCATION/CALL TO WORSHIP Psalm 16:1-3, 5-11 
P. In the name of the Father and of the [] Son and of the Holy 

Spirit.   

C. AMEN. 

P. Preserve me, O God, for in you I take refuge.   

C. I SAY TO THE LORD, “YOU ARE MY LORD; I HAVE NO GOOD 
APART FROM YOU.” 
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P. As for the saints in the land, they are the excellent ones, in 
whom is all my delight. 

C. THE LORD IS MY CHOSEN PORTION AND MY CUP; YOU HOLD 
MY LOT. 

P. The lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; indeed, I 
have a beautiful inheritance. 

C. I BLESS THE LORD WHO GIVES ME COUNSEL; IN THE NIGHT 
ALSO MY HEART INSTRUCTS ME. 

P. I have set the Lord always before me; because he is at my 
right hand, I shall not be shaken. 

C. THEREFORE MY HEART IS GLAD, AND MY WHOLE BEING 
REJOICES; MY FLESH ALSO DWELLS SECURE. 

P. For you will not abandon my soul to Sheol, or let your holy 
one see corruption. 

C. YOU MAKE KNOWN TO ME THE PATH OF LIFE; IN YOUR 
PRESENCE THERE IS FULLNESS OF JOY; AT YOUR RIGHT 
HAND ARE PLEASURES FOREVERMORE. 

COLLECT 
P. O Lord, the God of all grace, You have called Your Church to 

minister in the name of Your Son, our great High Priest.  By 
Your Word and Spirit inspire men to offer their lives for the 
sacred ministry that, ministering in the name of Christ, they 
may draw many to Your kingdom; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.  Amen, 

OLD TESTAMENT READING:  ISAIAH 61:1-3 
The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, because the LORD has 
anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me 
to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the 
captives and release from darkness for the prisoners, 2 to 
proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor and the day of vengeance 
of our God, to comfort all who mourn, 3and provide for those 
who grieve in Zion — to bestow on them a crown of beauty 
instead of ashes, the oil of joy instead of mourning, and a 
garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair. They will be 
called oaks of righteousness, a planting of the LORD for the 
display of His splendor. 
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EPISTLE READING:  ROMANS 10:5-17 
5 For Moses writes about the righteousness that is based on the 
law, that the person who does the commandments shall live by 
them. 6 But the righteousness based on faith says, “Do not say in 
your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring 
Christ down) 7 “or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’” (that is, to 
bring Christ up from the dead). 8 But what does it say? “The word 
is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word 
of faith that we proclaim); 9 because, if you confess with your 
mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God 
raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with the 
heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one 
confesses and is saved. 11 For the Scripture says, “Everyone who 
believes in Him will not be put to shame.” 12 For there is no 
distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of 
all, bestowing His riches on all who call on Him. 13 For “everyone 
who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 14 How then 
will they call on Him in whom they have not believed? And how 
are they to believe in Him of whom they have never heard? And 
how are they to hear without someone preaching? 15 And how are 
they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How 
beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good 
news!” 16 But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah 
says, “Lord, who has believed what he has heard from 
us?” 17 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the 
word of Christ. 

GOSPEL READING:  JOHN 20:19-23 
19 On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the 
doors being locked where the disciples were for fear of the 
Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to 
them, “Peace be with you.” 20 When He had said this, He showed 
them His hands and His side. Then the disciples were glad when 
they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with 
you. As the Father has sent Me, even so I am sending you.” 22 And 
when He had said this, He breathed on them and said to 
them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, 
they are forgiven them; if you withhold forgiveness from any, it 
is withheld.” 
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SERMON HYMN 
“COME, HOLY GHOST, GOD AND LORD”  LSB #497 
1. Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord, With all Your graces now 

outpoured On each believer’s mind and heart; Your fervent 
love to them impart. Lord, by the brightness of Your light In 
holy faith Your Church unite; From ev’ry land and ev’ry 
tongue This to Your praise, O Lord, our God, be sung: 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

2. Come, holy Light, guide divine, Now cause the Word of life to 
shine. Teach us to know our God aright And call Him Father 
with delight. From ev’ry error keep us free; Let none but 
Christ our master be That we in living faith abide, In Him, 
our Lord, with all our might confide.  Alleluia, alleluia! 

3. Come, holy Fire, comfort true, Grant us the will Your work to 
do And in Your service to abide; Let trials turn us not aside. 
Lord, by Your pow’r prepare each heart, And to our weakness 
strength impart That bravely here we may contend, 
Through life and death to You, our Lord, ascend.  Alleluia, 
alleluia! 

SERMON PASTOR WILLIAM ALLISON 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
A. I BELIEVE IN GOD THE FATHER ALMIGHTY, MAKER OF 

HEAVEN AND EARTH.   

 AND IN JESUS CHRIST, HIS ONLY SON, OUR LORD, WHO WAS 
CONCEIVED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT, BORN OF THE VIRGIN 
MARY, SUFFERED UNDER PONTIUS PILATE, WAS CRUCIFIED, 
DIED AND WAS BURIED.  HE DESCENDED INTO HELL. THE 
THIRD DAY HE ROSE AGAIN FROM THE DEAD.  HE ASCENDED 
INTO HEAVEN AND SITS AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD THE 
FATHER ALMIGHTY.  FROM THENCE HE WILL COME TO 
JUDGE THE LIVING AND THE DEAD. 

 I BELIEVE IN THE HOLY SPIRIT, THE HOLY CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH, THE COMMUNION OF SAINTS, THE FORGIVENESS 
OF SINS, THE RESURRECTION OF THE BODY, AND THE LIFE 
EVERLASTING.  AMEN. 

SPECIAL MUSIC BY CALEB AKERS 
“LORD, WHOSE LOVE THROUGH HUMBLE SERVICE” LSB #848 

RITE OF ORDINATION  

The candidate stands in front of the presiding minister. 
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P. In the name of the Father and of the[] Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C. AMEN. 

P. Beloved in the Lord, Benjamin Michael Akers has been called 
by the Lord of the Church into the Office of the Holy Ministry 
of the Word and Sacraments.  He has been prepared for this 
ministry by careful study and prayer.  He has been examined 
and declared ready and prepared to undertake this sacred 
responsibility, and, by the guidance of God the Holy Spirit, 
he has in the Church’s usual order been called to be 
Associate Pastor of the Lutheran Church of the Resurrection 
in Waterville, Maine.  According to apostolic practice, he is 
now presented to be ordained and consecrated to this office 
established by God. 

P. The Lord be with you. 

C. AND ALSO WITH YOU. 

P. Let us pray… O God, You once taught the hearts of Your 
faithful people by sending them the light of Your Holy Spirit.  
Grant us in our day by the same Spirit to have a right 
understanding in all things and evermore to rejoice in His 
holy consolation; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.  Amen. 

SCRIPTURE READINGS  
The assisting ministers join at the communion rail. Assisting ministers 

read one or more selections of Holy Scripture from each of the 
following sections. 

THE INSTITUTION OF THE OFFICE OF THE HOLY MINISTRY 
P. Hear what Holy Scripture says concerning the institution of the 

Office of the Holy Ministry… 
 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and 

on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples 
of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that 
I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to 
the end of the age.”  Matthew 28:18-20 

 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has 
sent me, even so I am sending you.” And when he had said this, 
he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 
If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you 
withhold forgiveness from any, it is withheld.”   John 20:21-23. 
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THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE OFFICE OF THE HOLY MINISTRY 
P. Hear what Holy Scripture says concerning the responsibilities of 

the Office of the Holy Ministry… 

 When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, 
“Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these?” He said 
to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to him, 
“Feed my lambs.” He said to him a second time, “Simon, son of 
John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know 
that I love you.” He said to him, “Tend my sheep.” He said to 
him the third time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” Peter 
was grieved because he said to him the third time, “Do you love 
me?” and he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know 
that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep.  

  John 21:15-17 

 [Jesus] said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ 
should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, and 
that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed 
in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 

  Luke 24:46-47 

 For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, 
that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took 
bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, 
“This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of 
me.” In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, 
saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, 
as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  

  1 Corinthians 11:23-25. 

 I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who 
is to judge the living and the dead, and by his appearing and 
his kingdom: preach the word; be ready in season and out of 
season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience 
and teaching.  For the time is coming when people will not 
endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will 
accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own 
passions, and will turn away from listening to the truth and 
wander off into myths. As for you, always be sober-minded, 
endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your 
ministry.   2 Timothy 4:1-5 

 Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in 
which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the 
church of God, which he obtained with his own blood.  

  Acts 20:28 
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 Shepherd the flock of God that is among you, exercising 
oversight, not under compulsion, but willingly, as God would 
have you; not for shameful gain, but eagerly; not 
domineering over those in your charge, but being examples 
to the flock. And when the chief Shepherd appears, you will 
receive the unfading crown of glory.  1 Peter 5:2-4 

THE STRENGTH AND PROMISE IN THE OFFICE OF THE HOLY 

MINISTRY 

P. Hear what Holy Scripture says concerning the strength and 
promise God gives to those in the Office of the Holy 
Ministry… 

 “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, 
how shall its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for 
anything except to be thrown out and trampled under 
people’s feet.  You are the light of the world. A city set on a 
hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and put it 
under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the 
house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so 
that they may see your good works and give glory to your 
Father who is in heaven.  Matthew 5:13-16 

 “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” For it is not the 
one who commends himself who is approved, but the one 
whom the Lord commends.  2 Corinthians 10:17-18. 

 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have 
firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned it and how 
from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred 
writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation 
through faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is breathed out by 
God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, 
and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may 
be competent, equipped for every good work. 

  2Timothy 3:14-17 
CONFESSIONAL SUBSCRIPTION  
P. Dear brother in Christ, the Lord grant that you receive and 

keep these words in your heart so that you may be 
strengthened and encouraged in your labors. 

 God gathers His Church by and around His Holy Gospel and 
thereby also grants growth and increase according to His 
good pleasure.  That this may be done, He has established 
the Office of the Holy Ministry into which you have been 
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called by the Church and are now to be ordained and 
consecrated by prayer and the laying on of hands. 

 In the presence of this congregation and before our Lord God 
to whom you must give an account now and at the Last Day, I 
now ask you: 

 Do you acknowledge that the Lord has called you through His 
Church into the ministry of Word and Sacrament? 

R. I do. 

P. Do you believe and confess the canonical books of the Old 
and New Testaments to be the inspired Word of God and the 
only infallible rule of faith and practice? 

R. Yes, I believe and confess the canonical Scriptures to be 
the inspired Word of God and the only infallible rule of 
faith and practice. 

P. Do you believe and confess the three Ecumenical Creeds, 
namely the Apostles’, the Nicene, and the Athanasian 
Creeds, as faithful testimonies to the truth of Holy 
Scriptures, and do you reject all the errors which they 
condemn? 

R. Yes, I believe and confess the three Ecumenical Creeds 
because they are in accord with the Word of God.  I also 
reject all the errors they condemn. 

P. Do you confess the Unaltered Augsburg Confession to be a 
true exposition of Holy Scripture and a correct exhibition of 
the doctrine of the Evangelical Lutheran Church?  And do you 
confess that the Apology of the Augsburg Confession, the 
Small and Large Catechisms of Martin Luther, the Smalcald 
Articles, the Treatise on the Power and Primacy of the Pope, 
and the Formula of Concord – as these are contained in the 
Book of Concord – are also in agreement with this one 
scriptural faith? 

R. Yes, I make these Confessions my own because they are in 
accord with the Word of God.  

PROMISES 

P. Do you promise that you will perform the duties of your 
office in accordance with these Confessions, and that your 
preaching and teaching and your administration of the 
Sacraments will be in conformity with Holy Scripture and 
with these Confessions? 
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R. Yes, I promise with the help of God. 

P. Will you faithful instruct both young and old in the chief 
articles of Christian doctrine, will you forgive the sins of 
those who repent, and will you promise never to divulge the 
sins confessed to you?  Will you minister faithfully to the sick 
and dying, and will you demonstrate to the Church a constant 
and ready ministry centered on the Gospel?  Will you 
admonish and encourage the people to a lively confidence in 
Christ and in holy living? 

R. Yes, I will, with the help of God. 

P. Finally, will you honor and adorn the Office of the Holy 
Ministry with a holy life?  Will you be diligent in the study of 
Holy Scripture and the Confessions?  And will you be constant 
in prayer for those under your pastoral care? 

R. I will, the Lord helping me through the power and grace of 
His Holy Spirit. 

ORDINATION 
The candidate kneels. The presiding minister lays both hands directly 

on the head of the candidate and says… 

P. [Jesus said:] “Peace be to you! As the Father has sent Me, I 
also send you.” And when He had said this, He breathed on 
them, and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you 
forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain 
the sins of any, they are retained.”  John 20:21–23 NKJV alt. 

P.  Benjamin Michael Akers, I ordain and consecrate you to the 
Office of the Holy Ministry of the Word and Sacraments in the 
one, holy, Christian, and apostolic Church, in the name of 
the Father and of the [] Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C.  AMEN.  
P.  The Lord Jesus pour out on you His Holy Spirit for this office 

and work that you may faithfully preach the Gospel and 
administer the Sacraments. Amen.  

The assisting pastors each in turn lay both their hands directly on the 
newly ordained, adding an appropriate blessing or passage from the 

Word of God. 

C.  OUR FATHER WHO ART IN HEAVEN, HALLOWED BE THY 
NAME, THY KINGDOM COME, THY WILL BE DONE ON EARTH 
AS IT IS IN HEAVEN; GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD; 
AND FORGIVE US OUR TRESPASSES AS WE FORGIVE THOSE 
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WHO TRESPASS AGAINST US; AND LEAD US NOT INTO 
TEMPTATION, BUT DELIVER US FROM EVIL. FOR THINE IS 
THE KINGDOM AND THE POWER AND THE GLORY FOREVER 
AND EVER. AMEN.  

The newly ordained rises and is vested with a stole. The presiding 
minister and the newly ordained turn to face the congregation. 

P.  Beloved in the Lord, Holy Scripture says, “Obey your leaders 
and submit to their authority. They keep watch over you as 
men who must give an account. Obey them so that their work 
will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no 
advantage to you.” Will you, the faithful, according to the 
Church’s public confession, and speaking for the whole 
Church, receive Benjamin Michael Akers as a servant of 
Christ and minister of Word and Sacrament? If so, then 
answer: We will.  

C. WE WILL.  

P.  Let us pray.  O Lord Jesus Christ, our great High Priest, You 
gave Your own life to be a holy and perfect sacrifice for us 
and for our salvation.  Grant Ben a heart zealous for Your 
people and boldness to guide, comfort, admonish, and serve 
Your congregation with gentleness and wisdom.  Fill him, 
Your undershepherd, with Your love that in Your name he 
will seek the straying and bear up the weak.  Give him the 
heart never to grow weary in the service of Your flock.  To 
You, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all glory and honor, 
both now and forever.  

C. AMEN. 
P. Go, therefore, and be a shepherd of the Good Shepherd’s 

flock. Preach the Word of God; administer the holy 
Sacraments; offer prayer for all the faithful; instruct, watch 
over, and guide the flock among which the Holy Spirit has 
placed you.  Do it not for earthly gain but with great joy, for 
you have been called not to lordship but to serve His flock.  
And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the 
crown of glory that will never fade away. 

 The almighty and most merciful God, the Father, the [] 
Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you. 

C. AMEN. 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH PASTOR BENJAMIN AKERS 
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BENEDICTION 

RECESSIONAL HYMN  “BUILT ON THE ROCK”   LSB #645 
1. Built on the Rock the Church shall stand Even when steeples 

are falling. Crumbled have spires in ev’ry land; Bells still are 
chiming and calling, Calling the young and old to rest, But 
above all the souls distressed, Longing for rest everlasting. 

2. Surely in temples made with hands God, the Most High, is not 
dwelling; High above earth His temple stands, All earthly 
temples excelling. Yet He who dwells in heav’n above 
Chooses to live with us in love, Making our bodies His temple. 

3. We are God’s house of living stones, Built for His own 
habitation. He through baptismal grace us owns Heirs of His 
wondrous salvation. Were we but two His name to tell, Yet 
He would deign with us to dwell With all His grace and His 
favor. 

4. Here stands the font before our eyes, Telling how God has 
received us. The altar recalls Christ’s sacrifice And what His 
Supper here gives us. Here sound the Scriptures that 
proclaim Christ yesterday, today, the same, And evermore, 
our Redeemer. 

5 Grant, then, O God, Your will be done, That, when the 
church bells are ringing, Many in saving faith may come 
Where Christ His message is bringing: “I know My own; My 
own know Me. You, not the world, My face shall see. My 
peace I leave with you. Amen.” 

 
 
 

WORSHIP LEADERS 
LITURGIST & OFFICIANT – PASTOR BARRY AKERS 
PREACHER – PASTOR WILLIAM ALLISON 
ASSISTING MINISTERS – CLERGYMEN FROM THE KOKOMO CIRCUIT 
ORGANIST – DAVID BRITTON 
BRASS – THE REYNOLDS FAMILY QUINTET  
SOLOIST – CALEB AKERS 

 
Ben & Amber’s new address: 

The Rev. & Mrs. Benjamin Akers 
10 Edgewood St., Waterville, ME 04901 
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A Service of Worship and Praise on the Occasion of the Ordination of 

Benjamin Michael Akers 
Sunday, May 24th, 2020 at 3:00 pm 

Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer 
705 Southway Blvd., Kokomo, IN 46902 

 


