
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

FROM PASTOR AKERS 

September 16, 2020 

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

I wish to thank you so much for all of your prayers and counsel on our behalf as Kaila and I struggled 
with our decision of whether or not to accept the Calls to serve as pastor of Trinity Lutheran Church in 
Centralia, Illinois and Divine Shepherd Lutheran Church in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 

After much prayer and careful deliberation, I feel led by the Lord to accept the call to serve as pastor of 
Divine Shepherd Lutheran Church in Milwaukee.  This was not an easy decision for us to make, in fact it 
has been the hardest decision that we have ever had to make.  You are family to us and we will miss you 
dearly.  But only after much prayer and the counsel of many people I feel that the Lord is leading me in 
this new direction. 

I, therefore, ask you for my peaceful release as associate pastor of Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer 
pending the closings on homes in Kokomo and in Milwaukee.  This will probably be in early November.   

I commend each of you to the care of our Good Shepherd, Jesus, who reminds us, “And surely I am with 
you always, to the very end of the age" (Matt. 28:20).  I know that He will continue to guide and bless 
you as you continue to fulfill His mission of leading lost souls to Christ and building them up for service in 
the church. 

Please continue to pray for me and my family as we prepare to move to our new area of ministry.  You 
will continue to be in my prayers.  I remain 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Barry A. Akers 
 

LETTER FROM PASTOR BILL & SUE ALLISON 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

This thank you has been a long time in coming, 
but due to the virus, and things being upside 
down, we have not been able to give closure to 
my ministry as was previously planned.   

We want to thank you for all the love and 
support you have given us over the years.  
Redeemer has been our Family for 35 years, 
that’s most of our lifetime!  You’ve watched our 
sons grow up and you have been there to 
celebrate our joys and lifted us up in our 
sorrows.  We wept with you through your 
sorrows and rejoiced with you through your 
blessings. We have been blessed to work side by 

side with you throughout the years as pastor and 
as teacher.  We love all of you and will miss you 
very much, a part of our hearts will always be 
with you!   

We also are extremely grateful the generous 
retirement gift. Retirement has been good for 
both of us. We have been blessed to have this 
wonderful, new home. We will continually keep 
you in our thoughts and prayers, especially for 
your future, that the Lord will guide you to find 
the right man to be your next pastor.   

In Christ, 

Pastor Bill & Sue Allison 



HAPPY BIRTHDAY OCTOBER SENIORS 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ELIZABETH ANDERS ART PEIRCE   WENDA RAINEY  BETTY COWGILL 
       October 1  October 3      October 5          Oct. 7 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

     
 
 PEARL MILLER     PHIL WEHMEYER        RUFUS HOWARD         KATHY TUCKER  
      October 8  October 9        October 14               October 14  
 
     

 
 
 
 
 
 

    MARY QUINN          NED TROUT   MARTHA LEITER  JERRY KRAASE 
    October 18          October 19   October 20    October 21 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 GENE SWEENEY        HAZEL INGELS   MELVETA SHUTT 
     October 22          October 23      October 28 
 
 

 
 
 
 

             
 
    RONALD HUNTER               JUDY BROWN 
                   October 29                 October 30 
 
 



RLS NEWS FROM 3RD GRADE AND MISS WILKIE 
Greetings from third grade! Our class of ten is doing great so far! We love 
learning about God as our Creator, Savior, and Comforter. It took us a few 
weeks, but we have now memorized the Apostles’ Creed! Next, we’ll learn 
how to find each book of the Bible. In math, the class is reviewing place 
value, addition, and subtraction. Soon, we will be skip counting and 
multiplying! Our new chrome books give us access to many educational 
games to practice our math skills. Our teacher is reading a book called 
Oonawassee Summer to us. It is about a girl from Indiana who spends the 

summer in Florida with her grandmother. They go on many adventures which may include seeing a 14-
foot gator called Goliath! We are thankful for Redeemer’s continued prayers for safety and health. May 
God bless you and your family. 

Miss Wilke and RLS Third Grade Class 

 

 

 

 

 

OUR JOY COMES FROM JESUS STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM 
Begins weekend of November 7 & 8, 2020 

Jesus said, “These things I have spoken to you, 
that My joy be in you, and that your joy may be 
full” (John 15:11).   As we are filled with God’s 
grace, love, and presence, joy is an everyday 
experience, and our joy is full.  For periods of time, 
the world can provide happiness, but it does not 
last.  When the thing or person that provides the 
happiness is gone so is our joy.  Only the joy from 
Jesus is full and everlasting. 

When Jesus said, “These things I have spoken to 
you,” He is referring back to the beginning verses 
in John 15.  In those verses, we are told that Jesus 
is the Vine and we are the branches.  Jesus likens 
our relationship with Him as a vine with its 
branches.  Those branches that stay connected 
with the vine will thrive and do well.  Those 
branches that become disconnected will die.  
Abiding in Jesus will cause us to bear fruit, 
because fruit just naturally flows from branches 
that are connected to and abide in the Vine, Jesus. 

Fruit are works of love.  Abiding in Jesus, the Vine, 
we receive the Holy Spirit Who prompts us to bear 
fruit that glorifies God.  We do not bear fruit by 
our own efforts.  We bear fruit because the Holy 
Spirit lives in us.  Our fruit is seen as we minister 
to the needs of others.  We feed the hungry, give 
water to the thirsty, entertain the strangers, clothe 

the naked, and visit 
the sick and the 
prisoners (Matthew 
25:37-39), all in the 
name of Jesus, the 
Vine.  Jesus tells us 
that when we love 
and serve others in 
His name, we are 
serving Him. 

Jesus said, “My joy 
be in you.”   That joy 
was manifested 
when, “for the joy 
that was set before Him [He] endured the cross, 
despising the shame, and is seated at the right 
hand of the throne of God” (Hebrews 12:2).  His 
joy was to bring us to heaven by the way of the 
cross.  To fill us with joy, He was shamed and 
died.  As we abide in Him and bear the fruit of 
faith, our joy is made full. 

During our stewardship emphasis, Discover the 
Joy in Sharing God’s Blessings, starting the 
weekend of November 7 & 8, we will learn more 
about the joy that comes from abiding in Jesus 
and bearing fruit. 



For October 2020 - A Word From Wess 

ALL HAVE BEEN BORN 

1There was a Jewish leader named Nicodemus, who belonged to the party of the Pharisees. 2One night he 
went to Jesus and said to Him, “Rabbi, we know that You are a teacher sent by God. No one could 

perform the miracles You are doing unless God were with Him.” 

3Jesus answered, 
“I am telling you the truth: no one can see the Kingdom of God without being born again.” 

4“How can a grown man be born again?” Nicodemus asked. “He certainly cannot enter his mother’s womb 
and be born a second time!” 

5“I am telling you the truth,” replied Jesus, “that no one can enter the Kingdom of God without being 
born of water and the Spirit. 6A person is born physically of human parents, but is born spiritually of the 
Spirit. 7Do not be surprised because I tell you that you must all be born again. 8The wind blows wherever 
it wishes; you hear the sound it makes, but you do not know where it comes from or where it is going. It 

is like that with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” (John 3:1-8 TEV®) 

Human birth is a passive act for the baby. The mother gets the medal while the baby gets a pacifier. At 
human birth we are totally dependent on others and have much to learn. Sometimes even that taking of 
the first breath needs assistance. 

Again, when we are born again of the spirit it is not our doing (see Ephesians 2:8-9). The newborn 
spiritual being is in need of help to live and grow just like a baby. Just like in human birth parents are 
needed to feed and care for the baby. In spiritual birth God has given us one of the Trinity, the Holy 
Spirit, to feed and care for us. 

The Spirit feeds us through the Word and surrounding us with fellow believers. As I watch toddlers 
exploring their world with the safety of a parent nearby to guide and protect. You ever notice how the 
toddler that does not submit to parents learns a lot of lessons the hard way. Accepting help while learning 
to walk could require less pain if the toddler would just accept the help. The same has been true for me 
in my spiritual walk. When I have tried to do this on my own I have stumbled and lost my balance. I have 
the scares of proof. 

Just like the toddler, we do not have to stumble because the God that truly loves us has sent a helper. 
26“The Helper will come — the Spirit, who reveals the truth about God and who comes from the Father. I 
will send Him to you from the Father, and He will speak about Me. (John 15:26 TEV®) 

When I pick up my life manual (The Holy Bible) I have learned to stop and humble myself and ask for the 
assistance of the Helper. It is amazing to me how many times I have come to the Word of God and the 
Spirit has lead me to what I needed at that time in my life. Quite similar to how parents seem to know 
what the toddler needs as they progress through life's stages. 

I have been a control freak most of my life. Whenever I had to travel as a group for work I would always 
jump in the driver seat so I could be in control. (The bumper sticker "My co-pilot is a Galilean carpenter" 
drives me crazy since God needs to be the pilot, driver.) But I have learned to submit to the Spirit. Try 
leaning on the Spirit for guidance and to keep you in the truth (Proverbs 3:5). From experience I can 
testify that I cannot live the life God has for me unless I humble myself and allow the Spirit to lead. 

  

Wess Mechler, P.H.D. 
In grip of His grace 
TEV® - Good News Translation Second Edition © 1992, American Bible Society. Old Testament: © 1976, 1992, American Bible Society. New 
Testament: © 1966, 1971, 1976, 1992, American Bible Society. All rights reserved. 

 

ONLINE CALENDAR: 
https://www.lcorkokomo.org/full_calendar 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DATE TELLERS 

5 Teddi Heinzman, Jane Brubaker, Eva Glatt 

12 Marjie Sullivan, Cindy Galford, Jama Youngdale 

19 Ellen Benziger, Nancy Trout, Ross Morkal 

26 Vivian Heronemus, Sharon Morkal, Connie Howard 

DATE SANCTUARY STEWARDS COLOR 

4 Amy Shrack & Ellen Benziger Green 

11 Cindy Sewell & Kitty Davis Green 

18 Jane Sipe & Debby Durr Green 

25 Patti Stout &  Anna Gaunt Red 

OCTOBER’S FEATURED BOOKS FOR OCTOBER 

THE HARBINGER  by Jonathan Cahn 

Hidden in an ancient biblical verse from the Book of Isaiah, the mysteries revealed in The Harbinger are 

so precise that they foretell recent American events down to the exact days … the 3,000-year-old mystery 

that revealed the exact date of the stock market collapse of 2008 … the ancient prophecy that was 

proclaimed from the floor of the US Senate and then came true … and more.  The revelations are so 

specific that even the most hardened skeptic will find it hard to put down.  Though it sounds like the plot 

of a Hollywood thriller – it’s real. 

SHE WHO LAUGHS, LASTS!  compiled by Ann Spangler 

If you believe “A merry heart does good like a medicine” … then get ready for a potent prescription!  She 

Who Laughs, Lasts! collects the funniest stories from today’s funniest women of faith, who candidly 

recount their own foibles and follies as a way of reminding you that laughter can be faith’s best friend.  

Stories from Liz Curtis Higgs, Patsy Clairmont, Barbara Johnson, and many of today’s best-known women 

of faith will encourage you to lighten up and enjoy life, not because circumstances are always easy but 

because a loving God is always in control.  Their insights into marriage, men, friendship, aging, and those 

mischievous angels we call children will warm your heart and make you glad to be alive. 

THE LAST SIN EATER  by Francine Rivers 

“The first time I saw the sin eater was the night Granny Forbes was carried to her grave.”  Cadi Forbes 

knows it’s forbidden, that it will bring curses down on her.  But something deep and instinctive moves her 

to look upon the sin eater anyway.  And now the thought of finding him again consumes her.  According 

to custom, only the sin eater can set her free from the sin that plagues her days and nights, the sin that 

has stolen her mother’s love from her …Must she carry her guilt forever?  Or is there Another who will 

atone for her? 

A large number of books are available in the east wing hallway until October 11.  Please help yourself.  If 
you’d like to make a donation to the church library, there’s a black box on the table.  Thank you. 

SEMINARY FOOD PANTRY 
Another year has begun at our Fort 

Wayne Seminary.  The students and their 
families are there.  We need to help stock 

the food pantry.  Our pantry box is 
empty.  Please help fill it with donations 
of canned food and/or paper products. 
Thanks to Derk Young for delivering a 
huge load of food and clothes recently. 

 

LIVING ALTERNATIVES, KOKOMO 
LWIS is collecting your change, cash or checks 
through October 18, 2020. Specially 
labeled are available at the Welcome 
Center. When returning your Living 
Alternatives’ donation baggie, please place it 
in the wooden offering box in the Narthex 
along with your weekly contribution envelope. 
Thank you. 
 



 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 


