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THE TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

October 17
th

 & October 18
th

, 2020 

[congregation speaks BOLDED text] 

“CAUGHT BETWEEN GOD AND CAESAR” - MATTHEW 22:15-22 

The Pharisees attempted to trap Jesus when they asked Him about paying taxes.  But Jesus could see 

right into the evil motive of their hearts and told them to give to Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God 

what is God’s.  So, what belongs to God?  We belong to God.  Therefore, we must sacrificially give of 

ourselves to serve the Lord in all we do. 

 

  WE LIFT OUR HEARTS IN WORSHIP    

PRELUDE SONG “FATHER, SPIRIT, JESUS” 

Lord, the worship we bring Is more than songs that we sing, It's a reflection of our ever changing 

lives; The best we have to offer. We don't just lift up our hands, Lord, we lift up our lives,  

For we know that You are worthy of our praise.  To You our lifesongs raise. 

Rescued from darkness, We are walkin' in marvelous light, For we are children of the King! Sing: 

You are worthy of all honor, Glory, praise, and power; King of the nations.  

You are holy God, almighty. Clothed in brilliant  majesty; Father, Spirit, Jesus! 

 Lord, the worship we bring Is more than songs that we sing, It's a reflection of our ever changing 

lives; The best we have to offer. We don't just lift up our hands, Lord, we lift up our lives,  

For we know that You are worthy of our praise. To You our lifesongs raise. 

Rescued from darkness, We are walkin' in marvelous light, For we are children of the King! Sing: 

You are worthy of all honor, Glory, praise, and power; King of the nations.  

You are holy God, almighty. Clothed in brilliant majesty; Father, Spirit, Jesus! 

Chad Cates | Dave Hunt | Mark Hall  CCLI License #1023229   CCLI Song #4578901 © 2005 Club Zoo Music | SWECS Music | New Spring | Modine Gunch Music | Upper Cates Music 

WELCOME 

OPENING SONG “START A FIRE” 

This world can be cold and bitter, Feels like we're in the dead of winter. Waiting on something 

better, But am I really gonna hide forever? Over and over again, I hear Your voice in my head:  

“Let Your light shine, Let Your light shine for all to see.” 

And start a fire in my soul, Fan the flame and make it grow So there's no doubt or denying. Let it 

burn so brightly That everyone around can see That it's You, that it's You that we need. Start a fire in 

me. 

You only need a spark to start a whole blaze, It only takes a little faith. Let it start right here in this 

city, So these old walls will never be the same. Over and over again, I hear Your voice in my head: 

“They need to know.” I need to go. Spirit won't You fall on my heart now. 

Start a fire in my soul, Fan the flame and make it grow So there's no doubt or denying. Let it burn so 

brightly That everyone around can see That it's You, that it's You that we need. Start a fire in me. 

You are the fire, You are the flame. You are the light on the darkest day. We have the hope, we bear 

Your name. We carry the news that You have come to save. Only You can save. 

Start a fire in my soul, Fan the flame and make it grow So there's no doubt or denying. Let it burn so 

brightly That everyone around can see That it's You, that it's You that we need. Start a fire in me. 

You are the fire, You are the flame. You are the light on the darkest day. Start a fire in me. 
Chad Mattson | Jonathan Lowry | Seth Mosley © 2013 2 Hour Songs | Centricity Music Publishing | CentricSongs (All Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) CCLI License # 1023229 CCLI Song # 7017142 

INVOCATION  

P. The Lord is great and most worthy of our praise!  
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C. WE SING TO HIM A NEW SONG AND DECLARE HIS GLORY TO THE NATIONS. THE LORD IS 

MARVELOUS IN DEEDS AND WONDERS.   

P. He is feared above all gods.  The Lord reigns!  We call upon our Triune God, Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit to be here with us, guiding us through this time of worship. 

OPENING PRAYER 

P. Lord, we worship You in the splendor of Your holiness.  We give You glory due Your name.  We 

bring ourselves as offerings to You because we are Your people.  We belong to You, our 

matchless Creator.  On this day, we seek Your face.  We are here to worship You, and You 

alone.  Be with us now, and may our worship rise like sweet incense to You.  Amen. 

TIME OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P. All of us have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.  Without Christ, we are doomed to 

hell.  But while we were still sinners, Christ Jesus died for us.  With Christ, we are promised 

eternal life in Heaven with Him! 

A. SO, LORD JESUS, WE CONFESS THAT WE ARE SINNERS. WE ACKNOWLEDGE THAT WE 

CANNOT SAVE OURSELVES FROM SIN. WE NEED YOU, JESUS, TO SAVE US, TO HEAL US, TO 

FORGIVE US. 

P. So, thank You Jesus, for dying for on the cross so our sins are forgiven.  We are forever grateful 

and can’t live without You. Amen. 

HYMN OF PRAISE “LORD OF GLORY, YOU HAVE BOUGHT US” LSB #851 

1. Lord of glory, You have bought us With Your lifeblood as the price, Never grudging for the lost 

ones That tremendous sacrifice; And with that have freely given Blessings countless as the sand 

To the_unthankful and the evil With Your own unsparing hand. 

2. Grant us hearts, dear Lord, to give You  Gladly, freely of Your own. With the sunshine of Your 

goodness Melt our thankless hearts of stone Till our cold and selfish natures, Warmed by You, 

at length believe That more happy and more blessed ’Tis to give than to receive. 

3. Wondrous honor You have given To our humblest charity In Your own mysterious sentence, 

“You have done it all to Me.” Can it be, O gracious Master, That You deign for alms to sue, 

Saying by Your poor and needy, “Give as I have giv’n to you”? 

4. Lord of glory, You have bought us With Your lifeblood as the price, Never grudging for the lost 

ones That tremendous sacrifice. Give us faith to trust You boldly, Hope, to stay our souls on 

You; But, oh, best of all Your graces, With Your love our love renew. 

  WE HEAR GOD’S WORD   

OLD TESTAMENT READING ISAIAH 45:1-7 

There is no one like the Lord God Almighty who formed the light and darkness, who brings 

prosperity and disaster, and who summons Israel by name.  He strips kings of their armor yet 

strengthens His people with dignity and honor.  He is the Lord- there is no one like Him! 

1

“This is what the LORD says to His anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I take hold of to subdue 

nations before him and to strip kings of their armor, to open doors before him so that gates will not 

be shut: 
2 

I will go before you and will level the mountains; I will break down gates of bronze and cut 

through bars of iron. 
3 

I will give you hidden treasures, riches stored in secret places, so that you 

may know that I am the LORD, the God of Israel, who summons you by name. 
4 

For the sake of Jacob 

My servant, of Israel My chosen, I summon you by name and bestow on you a title of honor, though 

you do not acknowledge Me. 
5 

I am the LORD, and there is no other; apart from Me there is no God. I 

will strengthen you, though you have not acknowledged Me, 
6 

so that from the rising of the sun to 

the place of its setting people may know there is none besides Me. I am the LORD, and there is no 

other. 
7 

I form the light and create darkness, I bring prosperity and create disaster; I, the LORD, do all 

these things. 
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EPISTLE READING 1 THESSALONIANS 1:1-10 

The Thessalonians were once idol worshipers but turned to God in repentance to serve Him 

and follow Him.  Paul, Silas, and Timothy thanked God for these people.  They encouraged the 

Thessalonians to imitate the Lord to make Him known everywhere. 

1

Paul, Silas and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ: Grace and peace to you. Thanksgiving for the Thessalonians’ Faith 
2 

We always thank God for 

all of you and continually mention you in our prayers. 
3 

We remember before our God and 

Father your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by 

hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 
4 

For we know, brothers and sisters loved by God, that He has chosen 

you, 
5 

because our gospel came to you not simply with words but also with power, with the Holy 

Spirit and deep conviction. You know how we lived among you for your sake. 
6 

You became imitators 

of us and of the Lord, for you welcomed the message in the midst of severe suffering with the 

joy given by the Holy Spirit. 
7 

And so you became a model to all the believers in Macedonia and 

Achaia. 
8 

The Lord’s message rang out from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia—your faith in God 

has become known everywhere. Therefore we do not need to say anything about it, 
9 

for they 

themselves report what kind of reception you gave us. They tell how you turned to God from idols to 

serve the living and true God, 
10 

and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead 

— Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath. 

GOSPEL READING MATTHEW 22:15-22 

The Pharisees attempted to trap Jesus when they asked Him about paying taxes.  But Jesus 

could see right into the evil motive of their hearts and told them to give to Caesar what is 

Caesar’s and to God what is God’s.  So, what belongs to God?  We belong to God.   

15 

Then the Pharisees went out and laid plans to trap Him in His words. 
16 

They sent their disciples to 

Him along with the Herodians. “Teacher,” they said, “we know that You are a man of integrity and 

that You teach the way of God in accordance with the truth. You aren’t swayed by others, because 

You pay no attention to who they are. 
17 

Tell us then, what is Your opinion? Is it right to pay the 

imperial tax to Caesar or not?” 
18 

But Jesus, knowing their evil intent, said, “You hypocrites, why are 

you trying to trap Me? 
19 

Show Me the coin used for paying the tax.” They brought Him a 

denarius, 
20 

and He asked them, “Whose image is this? And whose inscription?” 
21 

“Caesar’s,” they 

replied. Then He said to them, “So give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s.” 

22 

When they heard this, they were amazed. So, they left Him and went away. 

HYMN OF THE DAY “WE GIVE THEE BUT THINE OWN” LSB 781 

1. We give Thee but Thine own, Whate'er the gift may be; All that we have is Thine alone, A trust, 

O Lord, from Thee. 

2.  May we Thy bounties thus As stewards true receive And gladly, as Thou blessest us, To Thee 

our first-fruits give! 

3.  Oh, hearts are bruised and dead, And homes are bare and cold, And lambs for whom the  

Shepherd bled Are straying from the fold. 

4.  To comfort and to bless, To find a balm for woe, To tend the lone and fatherless Is angels' work 

below. 

5.  The captive to release, To God the lost to bring, To teach the way of life and peace, It is a 

Christ-like thing. 

6.  And we believe Thy Word, Though dim our faith may be: Whate'er for Thine we do, O Lord, We 

do it unto Thee. 

SERMON “CAUGHT BETWEEN GOD AND CAESAR” MATTHEW 22:15-22 
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SERMON RESPONSE “GREATER” 

Bring your tired and bring your shame; Bring your guilt and bring your pain. Don't you know that's 

not your name; You will always be much more to me. 

Every day I wrestle with the voices That keep telling me I'm not right; But that's alright. 

'Cause I hear a voice, and He calls me redeemed When others say I'll never be enough. 

And greater is the One living inside of me Than he who is living in the world. In the world, in the 

world. And greater is the One living inside of me, Than he who is living in the world. 

Bring your doubts and bring your fears; Bring your hurt and bring your tears. There'll be no 

condemnation here; You are holy righteous and redeemed. 

Every time I fall There'll be those who will call me a mistake; Well that's okay. 

'Cause I hear a voice, and He calls me redeemed When others say I'll never be enough. And greater is 

the One living inside of me Than he who is living in the world. In the world, in the world. 

And greater is the One living inside of me Than he who is living in the world. 

Woah, oh, oh. Woah, oh. (He's greater, He’s greater.) [repeat] 

There'll be days I lose the battle. Grace says that it doesn't matter, 'Cause the cross already won the 

war. (He's greater, He's greater.) 

I am learning to run freely, Understanding just how He sees me, And it makes me love Him more and 

more. (He's greater, He's greater.) (repeat) 

'Cause I hear a voice, and He calls me redeemed When others say I'll never be enough. 

And greater is the One living inside of me Than he who is living in the world. In the world, in the 

world. And greater is the One living inside of me Than he who is living in the world. 

There'll be days I lose the battle. Grace says that it doesn't matter, 'Cause the cross already won the 

war. (He's greater, He's greater.) I am learning to run freely, Understanding just how He sees me, 

And it makes me love Him  more and more. (He's greater, He's greater.) (repeat) 

Than he who is living in the world. 

Barry Graul | Bart Millard | Ben Glover | David Garcia | Mike Scheuchzer | Nathan Cochran | Robby Shaffer © 2014 D Soul Music & Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing (Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc.) | 9t One Songs & Ariose Music (Admin. by 

Capitol CMG Publishing) | MercyMe Music & Wet As A Fish Music (Fair Trade Music Publishing [c/o Essential Music Publishing LLC]) CCLI Song # 7020475  CCLI License # 1023229 

  WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD    

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

P. Idols crash at the feet of the Lord.  There is no one like Him.  Let’s profess our faith together! 

A. THERE IS NO ONE LIKE OUR GOD.  HE HUNG THE STARS AND BRIGHTENED THE SKIES.  HE 

SHAPED THE WORLD WITHIN HIS HANDS.  HE STILLED THE SEAS AND SPOKE LIFE INTO 

EXISTENCE.  THERE IS NO ONE LIKE OUR GOD. 

 THERE IS NO ONE LIKE THE SON.  HE REACHED DEEP AND WIDE TO SAVE OUR SOULS WITH 

HIS UNRELENTING LOVE.  HE GAVE US A SECOND CHANCE AND EXTENDED UNDESERVED 

GRACE TO US ALL.  HE PROMISES TO RETURN FOR US ONE DAY, AND WE CANNOT WAIT 

FOR THE DAY!  THERE IS NO ONE LIKE THE SON. 

   THERE IS NO ONE LIKE THE HOLY SPIRIT.  NO HEIGHT NOR DEPTH, NO LIFE OR DEATH 

CAN SEPARATE US FROM HIS LOVE.  HE IS WITH US ALWAYS AND WILL BE TO THE END OF 

THE AGE.  THERE IS NO ONE LIKE THE HOLY SPIRIT. 

    THERE IS NO ONE LIKE THE TRINITY- THE FATHER, SON, AND SPIRIT, ALIVE AND THREE IN 

ONE.  AMEN! 

  WE PRAY   

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH – each petition concludes: 

P. Lord, in your mercy, 

C. HEAR OUR PRAYER. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 

A. OUR FATHER, WHO ART IN HEAVEN, HALLOWED BE THY NAME. THY KINGDOM COME, THY 

WILL BE DONE ON EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN. GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD; AND 

FORGIVE US OUR TRESPASSES AS WE FORGIVE THOSE WHO TRESPASS AGAINST US; AND 

LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION, BUT DELIVER US FROM EVIL. FOR THINE IS THE 

KINGDOM, AND THE POWER, AND THE GLORY, FOREVER AND EVER. AMEN. 

  WE CELEBRATE THE LORD’S SUPPER    

Here our Lord gives to us His own Body and Blood for the forgiveness of all our sins. 

We believe that in the Lord’s Supper we receive the body and blood of Jesus in, with, and under the 

bread and wine for the forgiveness of our sins and the strengthening of our faith.  Because of our 

concern for each communicant we invite to the Lord’s Table those who have the same belief as we do 

about the Lord’s Supper. In preparation for this sacrament, we encourage you to answer the 

following questions: 

QUESTIONS TO ASK BEFORE PARTAKING OF THE HOLY COMMUNION: 

1.  Am I a sinner in need of forgiveness? 

2.  Do I believe forgiveness comes only through Jesus, who is my Savior? 

3.  Do I believe Jesus’ Body and Blood are present and given me in this meal? 

4.  Do I want to repent of my sins and live my life more for Jesus? 

 

WE PREPARE 

P. What a privilege we have to join together as the body of Christ and to freely proclaim the truth! 

C. WE DO NOT TAKE THIS FREEDOM FOR GRANTED, AND WE OFFER THANKS TO THE LORD 

FOR THIS LIBERTY. 

P. Lord, we are here waiting for You, our host, our King.  This is Your table, and we eat and drink 

of You.  Jesus, this bread and cup is sweetness to our souls.  It’s the nourishment we need to 

continue on in this life on earth.  We cannot live without You, Jesus.  We crave Your beauty, 

Your grace, and the gift of grace freely given to us because You love us.  Just as You gave, we 

desire to offer up ourselves as living sacrifices and return to the Lord.  Jesus, thank You for 

everything. 

C. THANK YOU, JESUS, AMEN. 

The prepackaged communion set that you received has both the water on the underside and 

wine on the top.  You are encouraged to open the bottom first and eat the Body of Christ 

before opening the top and drinking the Blood of Christ. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

DISMISSAL BLESSING 

P. May the Lord reign over you today as King of your life. 

C. LET THE HEAVENS REJOICE AND THE EARTH BE GLAD – THE LORD REIGNS! 

  WE DEPART IN PEACE    

BENEDICTION 

P. Give to Caesar what belongs to Caesar, but give everything you are, everything you have, with 

100% effort to God.  For You belong to God! Go now, confident that you belong to God, and are 

full heirs of His blessings and eternal life in heaven 

C. I AM A CHILD OF GOD.  

P. The Lord Almighty bless us and direct our days and our deeds in His peace. 

C. AMEN. 
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CLOSING HYMN “TAKE MY LIFE AND LET IT BE” LSB #784 

1. Take my life and let it be Consecrated, Lord, to Thee; Take my moments and my days, Let 

them flow in ceaseless praise. 

2. Take my hands and let them move At the impulse of Thy love; Take my feet and let them be 

Swift and beautiful for Thee. 

3. Take my voice and let me sing Always, only for my King; Take my lips and let them be Filled 

with messages from Thee. 

4. Take my silver and my gold, Not a mite would I withhold; Take my intellect and use Ev’ry pow’r 

as Thou shalt choose. 

5. Take my will and make it Thine, It shall be no longer mine; Take my heart, it is Thine own, It 

shall be Thy royal throne. 

6. Take my love, my Lord, I pour At Thy feet its treasure store; Take myself, and I will be Ever, 

only, all for Thee. 

POSTLUDE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Words to Hymns Reprinted Under CCLI License #1023229 / Scripture Passages are from the NIV https://www.biblegateway.com/ 

 


