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SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST  
September 19th & September 20th, 2020 

[congregation speaks BOLDED text] 

“FOUR WORD MEMOIRS” PHILIPPIANS 1:21 
If you were to sum up your life in a six or eight-word memoir, how would it read?  Would it read “To live is to be 

entertained, to die is to miss all the fun”?  Or “To live is all of the things I want, to die is to lose it all?”  In his letter to 
the Philippian Christians, St. Paul gives us his memoir, “For me to live is Christ and to die is gain.” What a wonderful 
way for a Christian to sum up their life, “to live is Christ.”  It requires a great deal of faith, and it is the abundant life for 

sure.  But to be able to say, “to die is gain,” requires an even greater faith.  May God grant each of us the faith to 
declare with St. Paul, “To live is Christ and to die is gain.” 

 WE LIFT OUR HEARTS IN WORSHIP  

TIME OF PRAISE AND WORSHIP “JESUS SAVES” 
Hope is here. Shout the news to everyone, It's a new day, peace has come: Jesus saves. Mercy triumphs at the 

cross, Love has come to rescue us: Jesus saves. 

Hope is here, What a joyful noise we'll make, As we join in heaven's song To let all the world know that Jesus saves. 
Raise a shout to let all the world know That Jesus saves. 

Free at last, Every debt has been repaid, Broken hearts can be remade; Jesus saves. Sing above the storms of life, 
Sing it through the darkest night: Jesus saves. 

Free at last, What a joyful noise we'll make, As we join in heaven's song To let all the world know that Jesus saves. 
Raise a shout to let all the world know That Jesus saves. 

You save, You heal, restore, reveal Your Father's heart to us. You rose to raise us from the grave; Your Spirit lives in 
us. 

Sing it out, To let all the world know that Jesus saves. Raise a shout To let all the world know that Jesus saves. 
[repeats] 

Nick Herbert | Tim Hughes © 2008 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) CCLI License # 1023229 CCLI Song # 5322950 

WORDS OF WELCOME 

OPENING HYMN “PRAISE THE ALMIGHTY” LSB #797 
1. Praise the Almighty, my soul, adore Him! Yes, I will laud Him until death; With songs and anthems I come 

before Him As long as He allows me breath.  From Him my life and all things came; Bless, O my soul, His holy 
name.  Alleluia, alleluia! 

2. Trust not in rulers; they are but mortal; Earthborn they are and soon decay.  Vain are their counsels at life’s last 
portal, When the dark grave engulfs its prey. Since mortals can no help afford, Place all your trust in Christ, our 
Lord. Alleluia, alleluia! 

3. Blessèd, oh, blessèd are they forever Whose help is from the Lord Most High, Whom from salvation can 
nothing sever,  And who in hope to Christ draw nigh. To all who trust in Him, our Lord Will aid and counsel now 
afford.  Alleluia, alleluia! 

4. Penitent sinners, for mercy crying, Pardon and peace from Him obtain; Ever the wants of the poor supplying, 
Their faithful God He will remain. He helps His children in distress, The widows and the fatherless. Alleluia, 
alleluia! 

5. Praise, all you people, the name so holy Of Him who does such wondrous things!  All that has being, to praise 
Him solely, With happy heart its amen sings.  Children of God, with angel host Praise Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost!  Alleluia, alleluia! 

INVOCATION AND INTRODUCTION OF TODAY’S THEME 
P. In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C. AMEN. 

P. We are here to refresh our hearts as we to worship God who greatly desires us to be followers of Jesus Christ, 
who confess alongside St. Paul, “For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.” 

C. YES, WE MUST COUNT THE COST AND KNOW HOW DEMANDING THE JOURNEY WILL BE.  
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OPENING PRAYER 
P. Loving Father thank You that we are Your children. May Your will be done in our lives and may we live in a way 

pleasing to You.  Thank You that our times are in Your hands and we pray that we may live for Christ every day 
of our lives, knowing that to die in Him is gain.  Enable us to finish the work that You have prepared for us to do 
and keep us through all life's difficulties, knowing that Your grace is sufficient. 

C. IN JESUS’ NAME WE PRAY. AMEN 

TIME OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P. We take this time to reflect on our lives and to confess our sins. 

C. WE CONFESS THAT OUR ACTIONS ARE NOT ALWAYS IN CONFORMITY WITH OUR WORDS. THERE 
ARE AREAS OF OUR LIVES THAT NEED CHANGE BUT OUR PRIDE AND STUBBORNNESS CAUSE 
BARRIERS.  WE HAVE ATTEMPTED TO LIVE AN “EASY” FAITH AND NOT ENGAGE IN SACRIFICIAL 
LIVING AND GIVING. WE HAVE FAILED TO LIVE FOR YOU.  WE KNOW THE GREAT AND BEAUTIFUL 
SACRIFICE THAT WAS MADE FOR US ON THE CROSS BY OUR LORD, YET WE DO NOT ALWAYS 
SHOW OUR GRATITUDE IN OUR LIFESTYLES. OTHER PRIORITIES AND WORLDLY THINGS LEAD US 
ASTRAY FROM THE ONE TRUE GOD WHO MAKES EVERYTHING POSSIBLE IN THIS LIFE. 

WE MAKE THESE CONFESSIONS FROM OUR HEART AND REPENT OF OUR SINS, ASKING FOR YOUR 
FORGIVENESS.                                                 

P. Through the authority and power of Christ, all of your sins are forgiven. You are cleansed and renewed. 

A. AMEN! 

SONG OF PRAISE “LOVE COME DOWN” 
I will sing forever of Your love come down. With my hands to heaven, shout Your praises loud. I was lost in darkness 
when You pulled me out. I will sing forever of Your love come down. I once was blind, I could not see; Chains of sin 

had shackled me. But God in heaven heard my plea: Jesus, Jesus rescued me. Jesus, Jesus rescued me. 

I will sing forever of Your love come down. With my hands to heaven, shout Your praises loud. I was lost in darkness 
when You pulled me out. I will sing forever of Your love come down. 

Now grace so sweet, it floods my soul, And hope eternal won't let go. My debt erased at Calvary, Yes, Jesus, Jesus 
rescued me. Jesus, Jesus rescued me. 

I will sing forever of Your love come down. With my hands to heaven, shout Your praises loud. I was lost in darkness 
when You pulled me out. I will sing forever of Your love come down. 

Well there's a home beyond the sky, A song we'll sing for all of time. The grave is empty; I am free. ‘Cause Jesus, 
Jesus rescued me. Jesus, Jesus rescued me. 

I will sing forever of Your love come down. With my hands to heaven, shout Your praises loud. I was lost in darkness 
when You pulled me out. I will sing forever of Your love come down. 

Casey Darnell | Heath Balltzglier | Ross King | Todd Fields © 2014 Music At North Point | Seems Like Music | Simple Tense Songs (Admin. by BMG Rights Management [c/o Music Services, Inc.]) Ava Truth Music | Robinson Lane |  Songs At North Point (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) CCLI License # 1023229 CCLI Song # 7043065 

 WE HEAR GOD’S WORD  

OLD TESTAMENT READING ISAIAH 55:6-9 
Seek the LORD while He may be found; call on Him while He is near. 7 Let the wicked forsake their ways and the 
unrighteous their thoughts. Let them turn to the LORD, and He will have mercy on them, and to our God, for He will freely 
pardon. 8 “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways My ways,” declares the LORD. 9 “As the heavens 
are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways and My thoughts than your thoughts. 

EPISTLE READING PHILIPPIANS 1:12-14, 19-30 
12 Now I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that what has happened to me has actually served to advance the gospel. 
13 As a result, it has become clear throughout the whole palace guard and to everyone else that I am in chains for Christ. 
14 And because of my chains, most of the brothers and sisters have become confident in the Lord and dare all the more to 
proclaim the gospel without fear. … 19 for I know that through your prayers and God’s provision of the Spirit of Jesus Christ 
what has happened to me will turn out for my deliverance. 20 I eagerly expect and hope that I will in no way be ashamed, 
but will have sufficient courage so that now as always Christ will be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death. 21 For 
to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. 22 If I am to go on living in the body, this will mean fruitful labor for me. Yet what 
shall I choose? I do not know! 23 I am torn between the two: I desire to depart and be with Christ, which is better by far; 
24 but it is more necessary for you that I remain in the body. 25 Convinced of this, I know that I will remain, and I will 
continue with all of you for your progress and joy in the faith, 26 so that through my being with you again your boasting in 
Christ Jesus will abound on account of me. 27 Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of 
Christ. Then, whether I come and see you or only hear about you in my absence, I will know that you stand firm in the one 
Spirit, striving together as one for the faith of the gospel 28 without being frightened in any way by those who oppose you. 
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This is a sign to them that they will be destroyed, but that you will be saved — and that by God. 29 For it has been granted 
to you on behalf of Christ not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for Him, 30 since you are going through the same 
struggle you saw I had, and now hear that I still have. 

GOSPEL READING MATTHEW 20:1-16 
“For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire workers for his vineyard. 2 He 
agreed to pay them a denarius for the day and sent them into his vineyard. 3 “About nine in the morning he went out and 
saw others standing in the marketplace doing nothing. 4 He told them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard, and I will pay 
you whatever is right.’ 5 So they went. “He went out again about noon and about three in the afternoon and did the same 
thing. 6 About five in the afternoon he went out and found still others standing around. He asked them, ‘Why have you 
been standing here all day long doing nothing?’ 7 “‘Because no one has hired us,’ they answered. “He said to them, ‘You 
also go and work in my vineyard.’ 8 “When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the workers 
and pay them their wages, beginning with the last ones hired and going on to the first.’ 9 “The workers who were hired 
about five in the afternoon came and each received a denarius. 10 So when those came who were hired first, they 
expected to receive more. But each one of them also received a denarius. 11 When they received it, they began to grumble 
against the landowner. 12 ‘These who were hired last worked only one hour,’ they said, ‘and you have made them equal to 
us who have borne the burden of the work and the heat of the day.’ 13 “But he answered one of them, ‘I am not being 
unfair to you, friend. Didn’t you agree to work for a denarius? 14 Take your pay and go. I want to give the one who was 
hired last the same as I gave you. 15 Don’t I have the right to do what I want with my own money? Or are you envious 
because I am generous?’ 16 “So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 

HYMN OF THE DAY   “FOR ME TO LIVE IS JESUS” LSB #742 
1. For me to live is Jesus, To die is gain for me; So when my Savior pleases, I meet death willingly. 

2. For Christ, my Lord, my brother, I leave this world so dim And gladly seek another, Where I shall be with Him. 

3. My woes are nearly over, Though long and dark the road; My sin His merits cover, And I have peace with God. 

4. Lord, when my pow’rs are failing, My breath comes heavily, And words are unavailing, O hear my sighs to Thee. 

5. In my last hour, O grant me A slumber soft and still, No doubts to vex or haunt me, Safe anchored in Thy will; 

6. And so to Thee still cleaving When death shall come to me, I fall asleep believing And wake in heav’n with Thee! 

SERMON “FOUR WORD MEMOIRS” PHILIPPIANS 1:12-14, 19-30 

 WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD  

SONG OF RESPONSE “TO LIVE IS CHRIST”  (SIDEWALK PROPHETS) 
If I rise, let me rise on You. Not on all of my successes, My esteem or my pursuits. If I lose, let me lose my life. 

'Cause if I belong to Jesus, The flesh is crucified. 

For me, to live is Christ. For me, to live is Christ. For me to live is Christ, To die is gain. 

If I grow, let me grow in You. Wilt the seeds of wanting more, Ripping pride out by the roots. And if I'm still, let me 
hear You speak. Not the tone of my transgressions, But the song of the redeemed. 

For me, to live is Christ. For me, to live is Christ. For me to live is Christ, To die is gain. [repeat] 

My great desire is to be with You. But this is the place you chose for me. This is the place you chose for me. To lift 
my cross and give everything, This is the time you gave to me. This is the time you gave to me. 

For me, to live is Christ. For me, to live is Christ. For me to live is Christ, To die is gain. I'll never be the same. I'll 
never be the same. For me to live is Christ, To die is gain. 

Ben McDonald | Casey Brown | David Frey | Jonathan Smith © 2014 Pencil Prophet Publishing & Run Run Milo (Admin. by CURB | Word Music  / Publishing) | Not Just Another Song Publishing & So Essential 

Tunes (Admin. by Essential Music Publishing LLC) | Curb Dayspring Music (Admin. by Warner-Tamerlane Publishing Corp.) CCLI License # 1023229 CCLI Song # 7036047 

THE APOSTLES' CREED 

A. I BELIEVE IN GOD, THE FATHER ALMIGHTY, MAKER OF HEAVEN AND EARTH.   

AND IN JESUS CHRIST, HIS ONLY SON, OUR LORD, WHO WAS CONCEIVED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT, 
BORN OF THE VIRGIN MARY, SUFFERED UNDER PONTIUS PILATE, WAS CRUCIFIED, DIED AND WAS 
BURIED.  HE DESCENDED INTO HELL. THE THIRD DAY HE ROSE AGAIN FROM THE DEAD.  HE 
ASCENDED INTO HEAVEN AND SITS AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD THE FATHER ALMIGHTY.  FROM 
THENCE HE WILL COME TO JUDGE THE LIVING AND THE DEAD.  

I BELIEVE IN THE HOLY SPIRIT, THE HOLY CHRISTIAN CHURCH, THE COMMUNION OF SAINTS, THE 
FORGIVENESS OF SINS, THE RESURRECTION OF THE BODY, AND THE LIFE EVERLASTING.  AMEN. 
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 WE PRAY  

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH – each petition concludes:  

P. Lord, in your mercy, 

C. HEAR OUR PRAYER. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
A. OUR FATHER WHO ART IN HEAVEN, HALLOWED BE THY NAME, THY KINGDOM COME, THY WILL BE 

DONE ON EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN.  GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD; AND FORGIVE US 
OUR TRESPASSES AS WE FORGIVE THOSE WHO TRESPASS AGAINST US; AND LEAD US NOT INTO 
TEMPTATION, BUT DELIVER US FROM EVIL.  FOR THINE IS THE KINGDOM AND THE POWER AND 
THE GLORY FOREVER AND EVER.  AMEN. 

 WE COMMUNE  
We believe that in the Lord’s Supper we receive the body and blood of Jesus in, with, and under the bread and wine 
for the forgiveness of our sins and the strengthening of our faith.  Because of our concern for each communicant we 
invite to the Lord’s Table those who have the same belief as we do about the Lord’s Supper. In preparation for this 

sacrament, you are encouraged to read and answer the following questions: 
QUESTIONS TO ASK BEFORE PARTAKING OF THE HOLY COMMUNION: 

1.  Am I a sinner in need of forgiveness? 
2.  Do I believe forgiveness comes only through Jesus, who is my Savior? 
3.  Do I believe Jesus’ Body and Blood are present and given in this meal? 

4.  Do I want to repent of my sins and live my life more for Jesus? 

WE PREPARE 
P.  Lord Jesus, as we come to Your table, turn our hearts toward things of heaven. 

A. WE SET ASIDE OUR WORLDLY CARES AND WORRIES.  WE SET ASIDE OUR WORLDLY HOPES AND 
PLANS.  WE SHARE THIS TIME ONLY WITH YOU, LORD JESUS.  FILL AND REFRESH US.  AMEN. 

The prepackaged communion set that you received has both the wafer on the underside and wine on the top. You 
are encouraged to open the bottom first and eat the body of Christ before opening the top and drinking the blood of 

Christ. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

DISTRIBUTION 

DISMISSAL BLESSING 
P. Now may this eating and drinking of Christ’s body and blood strengthen and preserve you in the one true faith 

unto life everlasting.  Amen. 

 WE DEPART IN PEACE  

BENEDICTION 
P. Go now in peace as you gladly serve our Lord.  The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make His face 

shine on you and be gracious to you, the Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.   

A. AMEN. 

CLOSING HYMN “LORD, DISMISS US WITH YOUR BLESSING” LSB #924 
1. Lord, dismiss us with Your blessing, Fill our hearts with joy and peace; Let us each, Your love possessing, 

Triumph in redeeming grace. O refresh us; O refresh us, Trav’ling through this wilderness. 

2. Thanks we give and adoration For Your Gospel’s joyful sound. May the fruits of Your salvation In our hearts 
and lives abound. Ever faithful, ever faithful To Your truth may we be found. 

3. Savior, when Your love shall call us From our struggling pilgrim way, Let not fear of death appall us, 
Glad Your summons to obey. May we ever, may we ever Reign with You in endless day. 

POSTLUDE 
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