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GOD’S OWNERSHIP           -        It’s A New Day For Financial Freedom   LESSON 1 
 
Today’s lesson,  “God’s Ownership” is the first in a series of five lessons on how we as believers relate 
to money. You may find it interesting that Jesus had more to say about money than any other subject 
He addressed during His earthly ministry. How we relate to God and how we relate to our earthly 
possessions are inseparable. 

David wrote what amounts to a praise song to God in 1 Chronicles 29, after an offering had been 
contributed for the building of the temple. 

TEXT:   1 Chronicles 29:6-14  
 
Verses 6-9 give an accounting of the offering.  That, however, is not our focus for today’s lesson. Our 
focus is on verses 10-14. David turned the attention of the people from the offering to the Giver, the 
Owner of Everything, Almighty God. While acknowledging the generosity of the people, David 
reminds them that they only gave what God had first given to them in the first place. What they gave 
to Him already belonged to Him. It is significant that he presents this truth in a financial context. 
 
There are three major points in this passage of Scripture: 
 
First, David established God’s unquestioned, unmatched ownership and authority over all creation. 
He makes it clear that there is nothing that does not fall under His rightful ownership.  

Second, he makes the point that not only does God own everything; He is the source of everything. 
There is nothing that exists that does not come from Him. 

Third, we are privileged and are commanded to live our lives grateful and dependent upon Him. 

This lesson will explore how these three truths live out in our lives today.   

 
For Financial Freedom: 
 
1.  For Financial Freedom we must yield to God’s ownership and submit all that we are & have to His 
control. 
 
 In I Chronicles 29:11 we read, “Yours, Lord, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the 
splendor and the majesty, for everything in the heavens and on earth belongs to You. Yours, Lord, is 
the kingdom, and You are exalted as head over all.”  
 
David starts by pointing out that in the midst of a lot of giving, it is God who matters….it’s God that 
reigns & rules over all things & that everything already belongs to Him anyway. 
 
Psalms 24:1-2  1 The earth and everything in it, the world and its inhabitants, belong to the Lord; 2 for 
He laid its foundation on the seas and established it on the rivers. 
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Haggai 2:8  “The silver and gold belong to Me”—the declaration of the Lord of Hosts. 
 
Job 41:11 God asked Job, “Who confronted Me, that I should repay him? Everything under heaven 
belongs to Me.” 
 

• When we realize that what we have and possess is really just an accumulation of what God 
already owns anyway, it helps bring our role into perspective. We can’t compare what we 
own vs. what He owns….He already owns it….we just surrender & become good stewards of it. 

 
Steward = a person who manages another's property or financial affairs; one who administers 
anything as the agent of another or others. 
 
We have three options to consider when thinking about ownership of ourselves, our bodies, our 
possessions: 
1. I own it all. 
2. God owns a part. 
3. God owns it all. 
 
Option 3 is correct. … 
 
This is fundamental to how we view our finances and its relationship with God.  Everything builds on 
this: 
 
Questions: God owns everything.  Does He?  Does He really own everything? Is there anything God 
does not own?  What do you think? What about the things we hold onto, refusing to give to God. 
Does He own those things too? Why does God own everything?  

Answer: We belong to Him because He created us and paid a price for us on the cross. He owns the 
things we think are ours and the things we refuse to give to Him. 
 
God can’t fix it if you don’t surrender & acknowledge His ownership of it. 
 
2. We start on the path to financial freedom by acknowledging Him as the Source of all things  
 
For Financial Freedom we must yield to God’s ownership by acknowledge Him as the Source of all 
blessings. 
 
 I Chronicles 29:12 Riches and honor come from You, and You are the ruler of everything. In Your 
hand are power and might, and it is in Your hand to make great and to give strength to all.  
 
Deuteronomy 8:17   17 You may say to yourself, ‘My power and my own ability have gained this 
wealth for me,’ ….BUT…what is the real truth?  Let’s read the next verse….. 
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 Deuteronomy 8:18  [R]emember that the Lord your God gives you the power to gain wealth…(to use 
it to establish His covenant/gospel) 
 

• We have to see Him as the source of whatever resources we may have & understand that 
without Him nothing was made that was made anyway.   

 
3. To obtain the full benefit & blessing of Financial Freedom, we must live a life of Gratitude and 
Dependence 
 
Colossians 3:17 And whatever you do, in word or in deed, do everything in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him. 
 
When we start believing it is all God’s anyway and that we are only stewards of what is already His 
and focus on being thankful for the opportunity to manage His resources for Him, it’s then that we 
begin to realize the importance of taking care of our personal finances & paying attention to how 
we use it. 
 

• His ultimate desire is to save mankind and He has chosen to use us to fulfill His Great 
Commission. When we realize how important His work is & how frivolous we sometimes spend & 
manage what He has given us, we begin to understand the importance of proper 
management of His resources, budgeting to keep things in check, working diligently to be in a 
position to use what is already His to accomplish what He desires to be done with it. 

• Gaining financial freedom can be a curse if we don’t have the right perspective. When 
finances aren’t tight, it’s easy to fall into complacency & become independent & lose the 
passion for God’s heartbeat. 

• I’ve always said that “money is nothing more than a tool.”  People use money for many 
different reasons but many budgets in America don’t have investing in God’s Kingdom as part 
of it.  This is equal to robbing God & thieves have a place reserved for them that won’t be with 
the righteous.    

• We’re quick to identify & point out areas of fault in others but if we leave a principal that is 
very important to God undone, where does that leave us? 

 
 
Gaining a whole new perspective on money & the willingness & determination to make changes in 
your approach to the things God already owns may be one of the hardest things you do, but if you’ll 
be faithful to the next four lessons, begin to follow thru with the principals of God’s Word we’ll discuss, 
we can get our financial houses in order! 
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Here are a few questions I’d like us to discuss: 
 
 
Question: If God owns everything, what is our role? 

Answer:  We are His managers, His stewards.  We manage God’s stuff and do what He tells us to do. 

 

 

Question: Where does all the stuff we accumulate come from? 

Answer: God. He is the source of everything we have.   

 

Question: What are some common issues that make it difficult for some individuals to acknowledge 
and yield to God’s ownership and control. 

Possible Answers: Money…Lifestyle…Values…Sin…Greed…Unwillingness to change the way you’ve 
always done it… Not completely seeing God’s whole perspective on how He would like His resources 
& the wealth & finances He allows us to have to be used. 

 

Question: What are some of the ways we can demonstrate that we have yielded to His ownership 
and have acknowledged Him as the source of what we have? 

Answers:  We can be grateful for what He has given us and depend upon Him to supply our 
needs….. We can bring our lifestyle in line with our values and goals….. We can become purposeful 
in our spending….. Being obedient with God’s principal of tithing & offering….. Taking the material 
that will be given out during the course of this series and start applying it to our lives….. This is a 
starting place for believers. 

I will be discussing practical details in the upcoming lessons, but none of it will work until we 
have the right motives & perspectives on money & wealth building and we grasp how God 
really intended for His resources to be used in the first place.   If we can’t be faithful over a 
little, how can we be faithful over a lot? 
 

• Once we get these foundational principles down, everything else will fall into place 
with a little effort & discipline. 

• It’s not so much how much you make as it is in having God’s perspective on how we 
manage what God has already given us to be stewards over.   

• There is hope for financial freedom when we do it His way! 

 

 


