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  March 9, 2014 8:00 a.m. Worship Service – Chapel 
  FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT 9:00 a.m. Christian Education Hour  
   9:15 a.m. NewSong Worship Service – Chapel 
                                                                                10:15 a.m.     Chapel Class 

 10:30 a.m. Worship Service – Sanctuary 
 10:30 a.m.     Children’s Church Class 

First Presbyterian Vision and Mission Statements 
VISION: As faithful followers of Jesus Christ, we seek to be an open, caring, compassionate congregation,  

    and to bring about positive changes in our community and world. 
MISSION:  We celebrate, explore, and demonstrate our Christian faith in loving service. 
STRATEGIC PRIORITIES:  1) Continue to be an active community-oriented congregation; 2) Develop a passion for  
                                                  discipleship and advocacy; 3) Celebrate unity of purpose with diversity in action.
 

         March 5, 6:15 p.m. 

Ash Wednesday 
Taizé Chapel Service 
PREPARE FOR LENT 

 
 

OUR CHILDREN NEED 
YOUR HELP! 

 
We are in need of volunteers to teach Sunday school 
at 9:00 or 10:30 a.m. You only need to commit for 
one month and will enjoy the good curriculum and 
delightful children. We also need volunteers to assist 
Angela in the nursery on Sundays.  Please help her 
one Sunday or one month, as fits your schedule.  In 
addition, we need people who are willing to 
substitute in Sunday school or the nursery in case of 
last-minute absences. Please contact me for more 
information or to volunteer. This is a wonderful 
opportunity to get to know the children of our church! 
 
Margi Nicholson 
Phone 433-0891 or email marginic1@gmail.com 
 

 
TWO LENTEN STUDIES 

MARCH 11- APRIL 9 
 

Tuesdays, 7:00-8:00pm – Miley Palmer 
The Sunflower: On the Possibilities and Limits of 

Forgiveness by Simon Wiesenthal. ($12.50)   
Wednesdays, 4:00-5:00pm – Jim Montgomery 
Forgiveness: A Lenten Study by Marjorie J.     
     Thompson ($7.00) 
 

You may order online or buy one of our 10 books in 
the office.  Sign up today – limited number. 
 

WEDNESDAY SOUP SUPPERS 
5:30-6:30pm - $5/$15 family 
March 12 is our first Soup Supper. Sign up ASAP 
in the office or call 429-4195 to be sure you have 
a meal reserved. 

 

Members may pick up a new church directory 
in the church office during the week or in 
the Gathering room on Sunday. There are 
SOME extras so let the office know if you 
weren't photographed but would like a 
directory. 
Evangelism/ Membership team 

 
 

JUST FLICKS MARCH 9 
6:00pm @ 1st Pres 

 
Once (2006) is our St. Patrick’s movie this year. 

Viewers loved it. 
This Irish-based 
film earned an 
astounding 97% 
approval rating on 
rottentomatoes.com 
  
The storyline goes 
like this… 
“An (unnamed) 
Guy is a Dublin 
guitarist/singer-

songwriter who makes a living by fixing vacuum 
cleaners in his Dad's Hoover repair shop by day, and 
singing and playing for money on the Dublin streets by 
night. An (unnamed) Girl is a Czech who plays piano 
when she gets a chance, and does odd jobs by day and 
takes care of her mom and her daughter by night. Guy 
meets Girl, and they get to know each other as the Girl 
helps the Guy to put together a demo disc that he can 
take to London in hope of landing a music contract. 
During the same several day period, the Guy and the 
Girl work through their past loves, and reveal their 
budding love for one another, through their songs.”                                                                  
                                       Charles Delacroix on IMDb 
  

Our own charming Irish lass, Mary Jo Comerford, has 
agreed to moderate the discussion. The film will be 
shown at 6 p.m. on Sunday, March 9, at First 
Presbyterian Church. As always, great refreshments 
will be on the table. 

Tower Notes 



 
OUR CHURCH FAMILY 
PRAYER CONCERNS:   
  Mike Lowe is scheduled for a heart catheterization. 
  John Weakly is home from the hospital after having 
hip surgery.  
  Charles Davidson is at Decatur Memorial Hospital, 
room 5127.  
  Barbara Redford is in room 3546 following hip 
replacement surgery at Decatur Memorial Hospital. 
  Sue Nelson (former member) is being treated for a 
herniated disc. 
 
 
Sunday’s Nursery Schedule – March 9 

 

  8:45-10:15am– Angela Schultz & VOLUNTEER 
10:15-11:45am– Angela Schultz & VOLUNTEER 

2 People are required in the nursery. 
 

 

VERY GOOD   
March 9 SUNDAY GREETERS 
Before Service  
#1 Naomi Davis                              #4 Pam Neeley 
#2 Tom and Nancy Force               #5 Chuck Boes 
#3 Carol Fuller         
Media Tech                                 Coffee & Fellowship 
Norm Jensen   Volunteers 

 

Deacons Meeting 
SUNDAY, March 9 

11:45 A.M., Dining Room 
 
PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
We meet on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays from 
10:00-11:30 A.M. Drop in anytime on March 12. 
 
 

  WOMEN’S NIGHT OUT 
Thursday,  

March 27, 2014 
Fuji’s Restaurant  
5:30 p.m - R.S.VP. 

429-4195 
 

 
D.A.A.C. 5th Annual Tree Huggers 

A Public Art Project held in Central Park 
First Pres has a tree and art deco design. 

Trees on display March 9-May 31  
Funded by Evangelism and Peacemaking 

Committees 

 
Spirituality Series 
Finding the Keys to Forgiveness and 
Compassion 
St. Mary’s Hospital Assisi Room 
March 13 – April 17 
Thursdays 1:30-2:30 p.m. 
Sr. Anna reveals ways to set ourselves free 
from what holds our spirits captive and 
keeps us separated from one another. 

 

CHURCH SCHOOL HOUR 
March 9, 2014 

9:00 Present Word – Unit I, JESUS AND THE 
DAVIDIC COVENANT, focuses on discussion of “Son 
of David”. Scripture readings are Psalm 89:35-37; 
Isaiah 9:6-7; and Matthew 1:18-21. Ray Landon leads 
the class in the pastor’s office.   
9:00 Everyday Issues – An 8-week video series on 
the Gospel of Matthew will be shown - This Sunday 
we cover Chapter 5:1 - 9:1. 
9:00 Youth Class – Junior- and Senior-high class is 
led by Chris Lawton. 
9:00 and 10:30 Children’s Classes – A Man Born 
Blind 

 
 

  
 
One more Lenten activity you will thoroughly enjoy 
is attending “Cotton Patch Gospel.” I love this 
musical so much that Kathleen Bell, the Musical 
Director, talked me onto the stage once again.  
“Cotton Patch Gospel” is a joyous, musical 
adaptation of the Gospels of Matthew and John set 
in 20th century Georgia. 
 
The story takes the audience on a fun, foot-
stomping and inspiring journey with Jesus from his 
birth to resurrection. It was written by Tom Key 
and Russell Treyz with music and lyrics by Harry 
Chapin. 
 
Cotton Patch Gospel is a reverent adaptation of 
“The Greatest Story Ever Re-told.” The musical 
features a bluegrass combo, an uplifting story and 
tunes, I dare say, that will have you humming all 
the way home.  [NOTE:  I’ve been humming them 
for a long time now . . . and am hopeful I will be 
able to do more than hum when the curtain opens 
on Friday, March 7 at 7:30 pm at Shilling 
Auditorium at Richland Community College]. 
 
Performances are at 7:30 pm, Friday and 
Saturday, March 7th, 8th, 14th and 15th, and 
Sunday afternoon at 2:00 pm on March 9th 
and 16th.  Tickets are $15 dollars and can be 
bought at Theater 7’s website, www.theatre7.net, 
at the Decatur Area Arts Council at 125 N Water 
Street, 423-3189, or at the door before the 
performance.  With a group of twenty or more, the 
tickets are discounted at $10.  Cathy Force has 
bought 25 tickets for the final performance on 
Sunday, March 16, at 2pm.  If you are interested 
in going with a group from First Pres and buying a 
ticket for $10, let Cathy or the office know! 
 
I won’t be the only familiar face to our 
congregation.  In addition to Kathleen Bell as 
Musical Director and Jerry Johnson directing, the 
cast includes Lesa Andrick, Doug Bishop, Justin 
Beals, Sarah Boline, Rob Eytcheson, Sally and 
Steve Schepper, Alinda Stringer, Josh 
Waddell, Penny Williams, Joel Winick and 
Kathy Zientara.  Rob is a member of our 
congregation and faithfully worships every Sunday 
at our NewSong service.  Joel grew up in First Pres 
and is the son of John and Joan Winick, and Sue 
Weinstein’s brother.   
 
Your faithful News and Entertainment 
Correspondent, 
 
 Jim 

E-mail articles to:  
amcelder@comcast.net 



 
DAYLIGHT 
Saving Time  

March 9, 2014 
Turn your 

clocks ahead 
1 hour. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
WORSHIP SERVICES 

March 9, 2014 
FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT 

Jim Montgomery, preaching 
Sandy Peterson, 8:00 lay leader 

Cindy Wene, 10:30 lay leader 
 

Flowers 
The flowers this Sunday are in honor 

of Jack Brown's 91st birthday,  
given by Cathy & Chuck Force and 

their family. 
  

March Ushers 
Jon Scharfenberg and Bob Dunn,  

Co-captains 
Pierce Bruckner 

Joli Cirks 
Diane and Bob Dunn 

Bruce Mason 
Carol and Jon Scharfenberg 
Peter and Patti Smith-Phillips 

 
Can you hear the 
Worship Service?   
We have 4 hearing 
amplifiers. Ask any             

                 usher for one.  
 
 

Men’s Bible Study 
The 7 a.m. every 
Thursday morning 

Bible study welcome all 
men to join them as they 
continue to read on in Acts 
in the New Testament.   
          Paul, René, Charles,  
          Dick, Ray & George 
 

 
1ST PRES STRING BAND 
PRACTICE  

Every Wednesday 
String Band meets 
at 5:00 p.m. in the 

Dining Room. Call Doug at 
521-1314. 

 
 

 

AVAILABLE   
FLOWER 
DATE:  
May 18 & 25 
 

Purchase Sunday flowers in 
memory of your loved ones- 

429-4195 or 
fpdec@comcast.net. 

 

Pastor’s Perspective on . . . Looking Toward Lent 
 

Lent, the six-week season leading to Easter, begins March 5, Ash 
Wednesday. The season is a chance to experience the 
real power of church.  I encourage everyone to become a 
part of a small group for this six-week experience.  It will 
be a great chance to learn, but more importantly, it will 
allow us to share community and life together. 

  
We all need community.  God made us to be in relationships.  If we 
aren't careful, the realities of life can detach us—busyness, grief, 
crisis, etc. If we have had the experience of meaningful connection 
in the church, then when those experiences start to isolate us, we'll 
know what we are missing. 
  
Two study groups will be focusing on forgiveness, and both groups 
begin next week. Rev. Miley Palmer leads a discussion on Tuesday 
evenings at 7:00 p.m. of The Sunflower.  “Shall a Jew forgive a 
member of the SS who had killed many Jews and was asking for 
forgiveness?” What is the right thing to do? What would you have 
done in his place?   
 
I will be leading a discussion of another book on forgiveness, entitled 
Forgiveness by Marjorie J. Thompson. We will meet on Wednesday 
afternoons at 4, and finish in time for our traditional “Soup and 
Sandwiches” Supper. The Dining Room will be “open for business” 
following the class until 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday evenings. Come for 
great food and fellowship. 
 
These study groups are rewarding, fun and a great way to get to 
know others in our church. They are our opportunity to grow and 
discuss and reflect on the hard subject of forgiveness, while also 
giving us time to discuss and reflect on our lives. 
 
I can't encourage you enough to sign up to be in a group this Lent. 
Let's not "give up the habit of meeting together." 
 
I look forward to a Lenten journey with you, 
 
Jim 
 
 
 

  
Boosting Your Immune System – Part II 
 
Last week I reported on the nutritional factors that will improve your 
immune system.  From that same conference, “Viruses and Germs,” 
these are the lifestyle measures: 
 Preserve and protect sleep – aim for 7-8 hours a night to help 

normalize the white blood cells that fight infection. 
 Exercise regularly – (you knew that would be included) – it helps 

reduce inflammation, combats stress, and improves cardio-
pulmonary function. 

 Hygiene matters – avoid touching eyes, nose and mouth, wash 
hands or use sanitizers thoroughly and frequently, disinfect hard 
surfaces in kitchen and bathroom, sanitize computer keyboards 
and workplace phones. 

 Stress management – psychological factors can have a 
tremendous impact on immune function. Grief has been 
documented to increase the risk of respiratory infections for as 
long as 2 years. The 2 most detrimental emotions for the immune 
system are anger and hostility. 

 Laughter has been found to increase white cell production and 
endorphins. 

 Kindness and altruism also increases white cell production and 
serotonin levels. 

 
It is a multi-factor reason why one time we get sick when we are 
exposed to a virus or germ and another time we don’t.  Eating a 
balanced diet and practicing these lifestyle choices give us a fighting 
edge to resist infections and stay healthy. I vote to stay healthy.   
                                                                    
Phyllis, Parish Nurse 
 



 
Flyers are in the church office, or on the DOVE website. 
 

 
LUNCH BUNCH on Mar. 20 
 
JACQUELINE KENNEDY ONASSIS 
 

At 10:30 a.m. on Thursday, March 20, 
our Lunch Bunch will reconvene after a long 
winter sabbatical.  I have another video entitled 
“Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis Remembered” 
that I had hoped to show last fall.  It includes a 
tour of the White House and an interview with 
Senator & Mrs. John F. Kennedy.  It is 80 
minutes long so we’ll start it at 10:45.  Please 
be prompt.  Our caterer, Roni Beasley, plans to 
bring us a hearty lunch featuring chicken and 
biscuits, Jello salad, and cookies.  Caroline 
Williams will present another interesting 
devotional reading.  Persons of all ages are 
always welcome to join in the fun, starting with 
conversation at 10:30 a.m.  If you aren’t on our 
regular calling list, please call the church office 
before Tuesday noon, March 18, to reserve a 
$6.00 lunch.   Invite a friend – we need at least 
15 to attend to make it worthwhile for Roni. 

  
Paul Rosenberger  

 
 

ARE YOU MISSING? 
A black, gold-trimmed clip earring 

A gold, multi-colored jeweled broach 
A “Prayer for You” copper/silver heart 

CHECK THE LOST AND FOUND BOX 

 
A discussion on 

 The Christian 
Marriage Study  
Danville First Presbyterian is hosting a 
conference on The Christian Marriage 
Study, March 29, 2014, 10:00am-
2:30pm.  There is no cost associated 
with attending.  Attendees need to 
register, so the church can plan 
accordingly.  A light lunch will be 
served.  To register click on the link:  
http://psei.net/page/the_christian 
marriage_study.  

 All church leaders are invited and 
encouraged to attend. A brief information 
packet can be downloaded from the 
Presbytery website. A copy of the 
Marriage Study (2-hour version) can be 
downloaded from the PC(USA) website or 
through the link on the Presbytery 
website. 
 
 
 

GOOD SAMARITAN INN – March 6, 2014 
Volunteers from First Presbyterian Church 
prepare and serve at Good Sam. Hours are 9-1 
p.m. at 920 N. Union Street. Anyone is welcome. 


