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  March 23, 2014 8:00 a.m. Worship Service – Chapel 
  THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT 9:00 a.m. Christian Education Hour  
   9:15 a.m. NewSong Worship Service – Chapel 
 10:15 a.m.  Chapel Class 

 10:30 a.m. Worship Service – Sanctuary 
 10:30 a.m.     Children’s Church Class 

First Presbyterian Vision and Mission Statements 
VISION: As faithful followers of Jesus Christ, we seek to be an open, caring, compassionate congregation,  

    and to bring about positive changes in our community and world. 
MISSION:  We celebrate, explore, and demonstrate our Christian faith in loving service. 
STRATEGIC PRIORITIES:  1) Continue to be an active community-oriented congregation; 2) Develop a passion for  
                                                  discipleship and advocacy; 3) Celebrate unity of purpose with diversity in action.
 

              

WHAT’S NEW TO HELP YOU? 
 
Save the date – Saturday, April 26, from 9 to 11AM - 
First Presbyterian Church 
 
Sometimes do you (or someone you know) need 
help in doing ordinary activities?  The Health Ministry 
Team is sponsoring a spring program with the 
opportunity for all of us to find out about many types 
of medical devices and CPAP machines. 
 
Dave Smith from Heckman’s is coming with many 
new, common, or not-so-common medical devices 
for you to learn about, check out, and discover ways 
to make your life or someone else’s life easier and 
safer.  This is good information for everyone, as we 
never know when it might be needed and helpful. 
 
Let me know if there is any specific medical device 
you would like to have included.  This is a good 
chance to understand your options and the pros and 
cons of various models. 
 
Join us on Saturday, April 26. 
 
Phyllis, Parish Nurse 
 
 

Easter Lilies 
 
Lilies are available for 
purchase, in honor or in 
memory of your loved 
ones during the Lenten 
season. They will be 
offered for $12.75 each. 
Call 429-4195, sign up on 

the church office clipboard or e-mail us at 
fpdec@comcast.net. 
 
 
 
 

CONGREGATIIONAL MEETING 
A Congregational Meeting is scheduled for 
Sunday, March 23, 2014, following the 10:30 
a.m. worship service, for the purpose of a 
change in the pastor’s call. 

 
 
 

TWO LENTEN STUDIES 
MARCH 11- APRIL 9 

Tuesdays, 7:00-8:00pm – Miley Palmer 
The Sunflower by Simon Wiesenthal.  
Wednesdays, 4:00-5:00pm – Jim Montgomery 
Forgiveness: A Lenten Study by Marjorie 
Thompson.  
 

WEDNESDAY SOUP SUPPERS 
5:30-6:30pm - $5/$15 family 
March 19 is our next Soup 
Supper. Sign up 1 week before 
every Wednesday through April 
16 in the office or call 429-4195 

to be sure you have a meal reserved. Special 
thanks to the Facilities team (Richard, Trish, 
Nancy) and Margi and Brenda for providing food 
and helping last Wednesday! 
 
A JUST FLICKS BONUS FILM: 

Inequality for All  
March 23, 6:00pm @ 1st Pres 

 

First Presbyterian Church’s Peacemaking Committee 
and the Peace and Justice Task Force of Central 
Christian Church will host a special screening of the 
2013 Sundance award-winning documentary 
INEQUALITY FOR ALL at First Presbyterian Church 
at 6:00 P.M. on Sunday, March 23, 2014. 
 

This is the moment in history in which we find 
ourselves: unprecedented income divisions, a wildly 
fluctuating and unstable economy, and average 
Americans increasingly frustrated and disillusioned.  
The debate about income inequality has become 
part of the national discussion, and this is a good 
thing. INEQUALITY FOR ALL connects the dots for 
viewers, showing why dealing with the widening gap 
between the rich and everyone else isn’t just about 
moral fairness.   
 

Jim Rauff will lead the discussion after the movie.  
Refreshments provided. 
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OUR CHURCH FAMILY 
PRAYER CONCERNS:   
  Debbie Eckert’s father, Harry Dyer from Arkansas,   
had his heart shocked and his lungs are not doing 
well. 
  Judy Steele’s daughter Mona Alverson died 
Wednesday, March 12, 2014. A memorial service will 
be held Saturday, March 22, at 2:00 p.m. at Myers 
Mortuary in Lebanon, IN. 
  Marsha DeVore’s father, Jim Thompson, had a 
heart attack and required three stents. Please pray for 
him and his wife Nelda. 
  Cindy Wakeland has been in remission since 
December. 
 
THANK YOU 
Mr. William Hoppe (90) and his wife Iris (92) wish to 
thank the members of First Presbyterian Church for 
the hand-made birthday card that was sent to William 
for his birthday on March 6.  Receiving the card and all 
the special messages from their friends here was a 
very touching experience for them.  They wish 
everyone here well. 
 
Thank you, CONGREGATION, for your friendship 
and your faithfulness to First Presbyterian Church. 
We appreciate you every day. 
 
 
Lifetouch church directories’ corrections: 
 
Simon Nicholson 
4500 Massachusetts Ave. NW 
Washington, D.C.  20016 
  
Sandra White  
Mansfield, Illinois 61854 
NOT Marshall, Illinois 
  
Marylyn Welch under the photo 
NOT Marilyn 
The roster in the back is correct.  
 
 

Please check your 
home bookshelves to see if you have a book 
or video borrowed from the Gathering Room 
Adult Ministry shelf.  There are a few 
outstanding materials which need to be 
returned so others may view them. THANKS  
 
 
Sunday’s Nursery Schedule – March 23 

 

  8:45-10:15am– Angela Schultz & Marsha DeVore 
10:15-11:45am– Angela Schultz & Marsha DeVore 

2 People are required in the nursery. 
 

 
 

VERY GOOD   
March 23 SUNDAY GREETERS 
Before Service  
#1 Jerry and Carolyn Tobias     #4 Sally Krigbaum 
#2 Dean & Pat Thom                #5 Bob Bullock 
#3 George & Judy Batson 
        
Media Tech                                 Coffee & Fellowship 
Theresa Boes   Kathy Beube 
 

 
FORGOT SOMEONE’S NAME?     

CAN’T PLACE THE FACE? 
NEW  QUICK-CONNECT PICTURE GUIDES  

ARE NOW IN PEW RACKS 
 

We received a new component 
with our Lifetouch Church Picture 
Directory order this year!  Copies 
will be placed in various pews of 
our Chapel and Sanctuary so 
members and visitors can quickly 
look up those in our congregation 
who had photos taken. There is no 

roster as it is to be used for quick name/ photo 
recall. (Sorry, submitted photos weren’t included 
in this guide as they were in the official church 
directory.)  Remember, Quick Connects stay in 
the pews, but we still have a few extra Church 
Directories in the church office!   
Thanks,   
Evangelism/Membership Team 

 
 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL HOUR 
March 23, 2014 

9:00 Present Word – Unit I, JESUS AND THE 
DAVIDIC COVENANT, focuses on discussion of 
“Worthy Is the Lamb”. Scripture reading is Revelation 
5:6-13. Ray Landon leads the class in the pastor’s 
office.   
9:00 Everyday Issues – An 8-week video series on 
the Gospel of Matthew will be shown - This Sunday 
we cover Chapters 12:1-14:36. 
9:00 Youth Class – Junior- and Senior-high class is 
led by Chris Lawton. 
9:00 and 10:30 Children’s Classes – The Lord’s 
Supper  
 
 

  WOMEN’S NIGHT OUT 
 

Thurs., March 27, 2014 
Fuji’s Restaurant 
4292 N. Prospect 

  
5:30 p.m. - R.S.VP. 429-4195 

 
SANCTUARY CONCERT SERIES 
CENTRAL CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
Sunday, March 23, 2014, 4:00 p.m. 
John W. Sherer, Organ 
 
John is the Organist and Director of Music for 
The Fourth Presbyterian Church in Chicago 
where musical activities include ten choirs, 
instrumental groups and an ambitious 
concert series. 
 
 

               MONTH OF MARCH 

Dine at Bob Evans 
                     MAX will receive 15% 

Bring your flyer from church 
Or download online at Dove. 

E-mail articles to:  
amcelder@comcast.net 



 
 

 
 

 
WORSHIP SERVICES 

March 23, 2014 
THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT 

Jim Montgomery, preaching 
Dianne DeVore, 8:00 lay leader 
René Corcoran, 10:30 lay leader 

 
 

Flowers 
The flowers this Sunday are in loving 

memory of Bob McPherron from 
Phyllis, Brenda and Tom, Paul and 
Jessica, Arne, and grandchildren. 

 
  

March Ushers 
Jon Scharfenberg and Bob Dunn,  

Co-captains 
Pierce Bruckner 

Joli Cirks 
Diane and Bob Dunn 

Bruce Mason 
Carol and Jon Scharfenberg 
Peter and Patti Smith-Phillips 

 
 

Worship Aids 
Children’s bulletins, large-print Bibles 

and hymnals, as well as hearing 
amplifiers, are available for use  
during worship. Ask any usher. 

 
 

 
Men’s Bible Study 

The 7 a.m. every 
Thursday morning 

Bible study welcome all 
men to join them as they 
continue to read on in Acts 
in the New Testament.   
          Paul, René, Charles,  
          Dick, Ray & George 
 

 
 
 

1ST PRES STRING 
BAND PRACTICE 
Every Wednesday at 

5:00PM – All levels welcome. Call 
Doug at 521-1314.  

 
 
 
 
 

 

AVAILABLE   
FLOWER 
DATE:  
May 25 
 

Purchase Sunday flowers in 
memory of your loved ones- 

429-4195 or 
fpdec@comcast.net. 

 
 

Your Pastor’s Perspective . . . on “Cotton Patch Gospel” 
 
I loved it – just about every minute of it.  And my thanks for all of you 
who took the time and made the effort to come out to see “the best story 
ever re-told.”  As you know, it’s a musical – and a story (!) – I greatly 
cherish. 
 
I loved, loved, loved singing and being in the talented cast of “Cotton 
Patch Gospel.”  If you saw it, you know it’s a fantastic show. If you 
were unable to see it, you’ll have to take my word for it. 
 

I received a lot of help for my part.  I made 
Kathleen Bell, our Music Director, work at 
least as hard as she ever worked with her 
middle-school kids. What fun it was to 
become a good friend of Joel Winick, who 
is a strong leader at Westminster Pres and 

grew up here; he’s the son of Joan and John Winick, and Sue 
Weinstein’s brother.  It was also fun singing next to my son Tim’s 
brother-in-law, Josh Waddell.  And Sarah Elizabeth Boline is 
exceptionally talented and was our quartet’s Mother Hen on whom we 
leaned throughout the two weeks.   
 
“And then there was…Jud,” played by Rob Eytchison, a faithful 
member of our church who worships with the 9:15 crowd.  He is fun and 
funny, and a delight to hang around with.  I admired greatly the strong 
work of “Matthew,” the Narrator, portrayed by Doug Bishop who is a 
Theater 7 veteran. If you know anything about Steve Schepper, you 
know how wonderfully funny he is…and his wife, Sally, is as sweet 
with a glowing personality as Steve is funny. Playing the role of Jesus’ 
parents, “Joe” and Mary Davidson, Steve and Sally combined for a 
beautiful duet entitled “You Are Still My Boy.”  And Steve and their son 
Phillip, who was in the band, sang “Dangerous Man” together.  
 
 Jason Beals, an Eisenhower High School Show Choir member with 
Mary Margaret more than a decade ago, was Jesus; and it was great to 
be with him, to see him grow into the role, and discover how good the 
role was for him.  Not a religious person at all, Jason discovered Jesus to 
be “cool.” 
 
The nightly rehearsals and learning songs and lyrics took up my 
evenings, my energy and much of many of my waking hours.  
Nevertheless, the role also gave me energy and great joy.  It’s a great 
story. Right? 
 
Now, instead of on the stage, I will look forward to seeing you when I 
hang out in and around the church and her pulpit, in worship and in 
service, 
 
Jim 
 
 
Session Meeting Highlights 
 
At the March 17, 2014, Stated Session Meeting, it was voted to adopt 
the following recommendations:   
 that $21,681 remaining in the Capital Campaign Fund be 

transferred to the Capital Fund.  
 that through the Capital Campaign Mission Tithe Fund $5104 be 

distributed to DOVE toward roofing expenses and $653 be 
distributed to Marion Medical Mission for shallow wells. 

 that the resignation of New Song Worship Leader Cyndy Ash, 
effective May 31, 2014, be accepted. 

 that Beth Bachtold, Jan Mandernach and Mac Moore be named to 
the Interim Pastor Search Committee.  

 that memorial funds be used to purchase a digital piano and bench.  
 that the description of responsibilities for the newly formed Youth 

and Children’s Ministry Team be approved and included in the 
Manual for Session Committees. 

 



SEEKING NURSERY HELP 
 

Your church is now looking for an 
additional worker in the nursery.  Despite the 
yearning for “more young families with children,” we 
have not been very good at following up on that 
statement.  We do need two people in the nursery.  
Angela Schultz, our present – and quite capable – 
Nursery Supervisor cannot manage more than three 
of four children at one time. 
 
So, when  
Angela texted the Children’s Ministry Chair, Margi 
Nicholson, that she needed help, Margi jumped to 
her rescue.  Now the Session knows and we will be 
hiring a second person to be in the nursery with 
Angela on Sunday mornings from 8:45 am to 11:45 
am.  If you are interested, or know someone who 
might be interested in this job, please let the church 
office know. 
 
This Sunday, the Nursery WILL BE OPEN because 
Marsha DeVore has graciously agreed to work there 
until we find a second person to fill the role. Every 
Sunday we WILL have TWO nursery workers in 
place.  At this time we cannot promise two every 
Sunday, which means when Angela is the only one, 
she will be paid her usual fare for showing up, but the 
nursery will be closed until the time we can guarantee 
each parent that their child will be and is welcomed, 
well-cared for and safe. 
 
 

 OPPORTUNITY 

The first day of SPRING is Thursday, March 
20! It’s time to think about giving during 
Lent, spring cleaning and donating your 
unused clothing and clothing of your children 
to various clothing rooms in Decatur. One of 
these worthy organizations is Dove’s 
Children’s Clothing Room located inside 
Prairie Avenue Christian Church at 2201 E. 
Prairie Ave.  Anyone can come in and select 
up to three outfits per child every thirty days, 
all for FREE! 
 
Donations of clothing, hats, gloves, coats and 
blankets for little ones may be given. Dove 
provides only NEW underwear and socks to 
each child, so you may want to consider 
buying just an extra pack or two for the 
clothing room. In 2013 Dove provided 
clothing to 2892 children, an average of 241 
children every month. Children’s ages range 
from birth to 19 years of age.   
 
Dove’s Clothing room is staffed by 
volunteers, and if you want to give your time, 
even one day a month, call Sandy Harmison 
at 428-6616 for additional information.  

 

LUNCH BUNCH on Mar. 20 
 
JACQUELINE KENNEDY ONASSIS 
 

At 10:30 a.m. on Thursday, March 20, our 
Lunch Bunch will reconvene after a long winter 
sabbatical.  I have another video entitled “Jacqueline 
Kennedy Onassis Remembered” that I had hoped to 
show last fall.  It includes a tour of the White House 
and an interview with Senator & Mrs. John F. 
Kennedy.  It is 80 minutes long so we’ll start it at 
10:45.  Please be prompt.  Our caterer, Roni 
Beasley, plans to bring us a hearty lunch featuring 
chicken and biscuits, Jell-O salad, and cookies.  
Caroline Williams will present another interesting 
devotional reading.  Persons of all ages are always 
welcome to join in the fun, starting with conversation 
at 10:30 a.m.  If you aren’t on our regular calling list, 
please call the church office before Tuesday noon, 
March 18, to reserve a $6.00 lunch.   Invite a friend – 
we need at least 15 to attend to make it worthwhile 
for Roni. 

 Paul Rosenberger  
 
 
 

REMINDER:    NEW    
‘COFFEE   &  FELLOWSHIP’  10-11:45 

     
 Fellowship time in our Gathering 
Room each Sunday is a great 
opportunity to greet church family 
and meet new friends. Deacons 
renamed this morning time “Coffee 
& Fellowship’ with more emphasis 
on the FELLOWSHIP and less on 
the food.  People already offer 

flowers in memory and celebration for worship 
services and shut-ins.  Let’s offer ‘simple snacks’ as 
hospitality for our church visitors.  
     Hopefully each church family, committee or group 
will help by choosing ONE Sunday to provide a 
simple snack (angel food cake, donut holes, fruit 
tray, etc.) to put on the Gathering room table from 
10-11:45 or so.  Coffee, tea and water will still be 
provided with a coffee donation can.  Please sign up 
on the schedule by the table to donate your simple 
snack on one Sunday. Your donation will be greatly 
appreciated!    
 
Cathy Force Lay Ministry Team Leader & Deacons 

 
 
 

OUR CHILDREN  
NEED YOUR HELP! 
 
We are in need of volunteers to teach Sunday school 
at 9:00 or 10:30. You only need to commit for one 
month and will enjoy the good curriculum and 
delightful children. We also need people who are 
willing to substitute in Sunday school in case of last-
minute absences. Please contact me for more 
information or to volunteer. This is a wonderful 
opportunity to get to know the children of our church! 
 
Margi Nicholson 
Phone 433-0891 or email marginic1@gmail.com 


