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March 16, 2014
8:00 a.m. Worship Service – Chapel
SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT
9:00 a.m. Christian Education Hour
9:15 a.m. NewSong Worship Service – Chapel
10:30 a.m. Worship Service – Sanctuary
10:30 a.m. Children’s Church Class
First Presbyterian Vision and Mission Statements
VISION: As faithful followers of Jesus Christ, we seek to be an open, caring, compassionate congregation,
and to bring about positive changes in our community and world.
MISSION: We celebrate, explore, and demonstrate our Christian faith in loving service.
STRATEGIC PRIORITIES: 1) Continue to be an active community-oriented congregation; 2) Develop a passion for
discipleship and advocacy; 3) Celebrate unity of purpose with diversity in action.

REMINDER: NEW
‘COFFEE & FELLOWSHIP’ 10-11:45
Fellowship time in our Gathering Room each
Sunday is a great opportunity to greet church family
and meet new friends. Deacons renamed this
morning time “Coffee & Fellowship’ with more
emphasis on the FELLOWSHIP and less on the
food. People already offer flowers in memory and
celebration for worship services and shut-ins. Let’s
offer ‘simple snacks’ as hospitality for our church
visitors.
Hopefully each church family, committee or group
will help by choosing ONE Sunday to provide a
simple snack (angel food cake, donut holes, fruit
tray, etc.) to put on the Gathering room table from
10-11:45 or so. Coffee, tea and water will still be
provided with a coffee donation can. Please sign up
on the schedule by the table to donate your simple
snack on one Sunday. Your donation will be greatly
appreciated!
Cathy Force Lay Ministry Team
Leader & Deacons

TWO LENTEN STUDIES
MARCH 11- APRIL 9
Tuesdays, 7:00-8:00pm – Miley Palmer
The Sunflower: On the Possibilities and Limits of
Forgiveness by Simon Wiesenthal.

Wednesdays, 4:00-5:00pm – Jim Montgomery
Forgiveness: A Lenten Study by Marjorie J.
Thompson

Easter Lilies
Lilies are available for
purchase in honor or in
memory of your loved
ones during the Lenten
season. They will be
offered for $12.75 each.
Call 429-4195, sign up on
the church office clipboard or e-mail us at
fpdec@comcast.net.

A JUST FLICKS BONUS FILM:
Inequality for All
March 23, 6:00pm @ 1st Pres
First Presbyterian Church’s Peacemaking Committee
and the Peace and Justice Task Force of Central
Christian Church will host a special screening of the
2013 Sundance award-winning documentary
INEQUALITY FOR ALL at First Presbyterian Church
at 6:00 P.M. on Sunday March 23, 2014.
This is the moment in history in which we find
ourselves: unprecedented income divisions, a wildly
fluctuating and unstable economy, and average
Americans increasingly frustrated and disillusioned.
The debate about income inequality has become
part of the national discussion, and this is a good
thing. INEQUALITY FOR ALL, connects the dots for
viewers, showing why dealing with the widening gap
between the rich and everyone else isn’t just about
moral fairness.
Jim Rauff will lead the discussion after the movie.
Refreshments provided.

WEDNESDAY SOUP SUPPERS
5:30-6:30pm - $5/$15 family
March 12 is our first Soup
Supper. Sign up 1 week before in
the office or call 429-4195 to be
sure you have a meal reserved.

Members may pick up a new church directory
in the church office during the week. There
are SOME extras so let the office know if
you weren't photographed but would like a
directory.
Evangelism/ Membership team

OUR CHURCH FAMILY

E-mail articles to:
amcelder@comcast.net

PRAYER CONCERNS:
Charles Davidson has moved to Imboden Creek for
rehabilitation.
Barbara Redford is home from the hospital.
Jeanette Swartz has been transferred to Imboden
Creek.
Betty Rosenberger, the wife of Paul's brother,
Clark, who lives in Asheville, NC, has just been
diagnosed with pancreatic cancer. Clark's colon
surgery has been postponed another week or so as
the surgeons research the options.
THANK YOU
I want to thank the choir for the beautiful
tulips. They will look nice in the garden.
Also I want to thank you all for the cards
and prayer shawl. It is very much
appreciated.
Sincerely,
John Weakly
Members and Sponsors of the Youth Group,
I would like to both applaud you and thank you for
your wonderful gift to the children in the Muffley
School Backpack Program. As president of the Golden
K Kiwanis Club of Decatur and as a member of the
First Presbyterian Church (which are co-sponsors of
the Backpack program), I have the double pleasure of
acknowledging your efforts to raise $514 (Souper
Bowl Sunday) and your donation of that money to
support this worthy program.
Your support goes a very long way toward
providing nutritious food for 12 elementary school kids
that otherwise have limited food resources on
weekends. Your efforts are a superb example of the
International Kiwanis’ Clubs motto: “Serving the
Children of the World”.
Thank you so very much.
Ralph Czerwinski, President
Golden K Kiwanis Club of Decatur

Sunday’s Nursery Schedule – March 2
8:45-10:15am– Angela Schultz & VOLUNTEER
10:15-11:45am– Angela Schultz & VOLUNTEER
2 People are required in the nursery.

VERY GOOD
March 16 SUNDAY GREETERS
Before Service
#1 Joan Winick
#4 Dianne DeVore
#2 Craig Mandernach
#5 Pat Smallwood
#3 Caroline Williams
Media Tech
Coffee & Fellowship
Fred Spannaus
Cindy Wene

CHURCH SCHOOL HOUR
March 16, 2014
9:00 Present Word – Unit I, JESUS AND THE
DAVIDIC COVENANT, focuses on discussion of
“Peter’s Report”. Scripture readings are Psalm 110:14; Acts 2:22-24, 29-32. Ray Landon leads the class in
the pastor’s office.
9:00 Everyday Issues – An 8-week video series on
the Gospel of Matthew will be shown - This Sunday
we cover Chapters 9:2-11:30.
9:00 Youth Class – Junior- and Senior-high class is
led by Chris Lawton.
9:00 and 10:30 Children’s Classes – Zacchaeus

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
We meet on the 2nd and
4th Wednesdays from
10:00-11:30 A.M. Drop in
anytime on March 12.

To: First Presbyterian Church
On behalf of the Council and member of
First Lutheran Church, I want to thank our
sisters and brothers in Christ at First
Presbyterian for the use of your meeting
room this past Saturday. It was an
excellent space for us to meet, reflect,
worship and plan the ministries for our
congregation for the coming year. Your
hospitality is very much appreciated.
In His Service,
Robert Tyler
Congregational Council President
First Lutheran Church
Our heartfelt thanks to Jan Mandernach for her
months of service in delivering flowers from our
Sunday worship to our shut-ins and special church
friends. It brightens many people’s days to know
they are remembered! Thanks also to Nadine
Wimmer and the Deacons who currently fulfill this
important ministry.
CONGRATULATIONS
Kathryn Franklin will be in the musical "Bugsy
Malone, Jr." with the Decatur Park District on Friday,
March 21st at 7pm, and on Saturday, March 22nd at
2pm. Tickets are $7 at the Decatur Civic Center.

WOMEN’S NIGHT OUT
Thurs., March 27, 2014
Fuji’s Restaurant
4292 N. Prospect
5:30 p.m. - R.S.VP. 429-4195

Spirituality Series
Finding the Keys to Forgiveness & Compassion
St. Mary’s Hospital Assisi Room
March 13 – April 17
Thursdays 1:30-2:30 p.m.
Sr. Anna reveals ways to set ourselves free
from what holds our spirits captive and keeps
us separated from one another.

March 1-31, 2014

Dine at Bob Evans
MAX will receive 15%
Bring your flyer from church
Or download online at Dove.

WORSHIP SERVICES
March 16, 2014
SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT
Miley Palmer, preaching
Judy Batson, 8:00 lay leader
Mike Zia, 10:30 lay leader
Sermon
“A LATE NIGHT SEMINAR”
Scripture
Psalm 121
John 3:1-17
Flowers
The flowers this Sunday are given by
Don and Sally Wachter in loving
memory of their parents and brothers.
March Ushers
Jon Scharfenberg and Bob Dunn,
Co-captains
Pierce Bruckner
Joli Cirks
Diane and Bob Dunn
Bruce Mason
Carol and Jon Scharfenberg
Peter and Patti Smith-Phillips

Can you hear the
Worship Service?
We have 4 hearing
amplifiers. Ask any
usher for one.
Men’s Bible Study
The 7 a.m. every
Thursday morning
Bible study welcome all
men to join them as they
continue to read on in Acts
in the New Testament.
Paul, René, Charles,
Dick, Ray & George

1ST PRES STRING
BAND PRACTICE
Every Wednesday at
5:00PM – All levels welcome. Call
Doug at 521-1314.

AVAILABLE
FLOWER
DATE:
May 25
Purchase Sunday flowers in
memory of your loved ones429-4195 or
fpdec@comcast.net.

The season of Lent leads up to the most holy of Christian days, Easter
Sunday. The forty days of Lent begin Ash Wednesday and end at dusk the
Saturday before Easter, not counting the Sundays in between. The Sundays
during Lent, like every Sunday, are considered weekly celebrations of the
resurrection. Many denominations encourage disciples to renew and
strengthen their faith during Lent. Plans are made for community-wide
Lenten preparation through the spiritual disciplines of prayer, Bible study,
fasting, and service.
This preparation is a historical model from the early church. New believers
were mentored in the Christian faith weeks before Easter, preparing for their
baptisms at the Great Easter Vigil. The idea of giving something up for Lent
came out of this tradition, when fasting—abstaining from food as an act of
discipline in solidarity with others in the community—was used to raise one’s
spiritual consciousness and empty oneself before God. Fasting or giving up
something for Lent can be a good way to explore a deeper expression of
faith, if not adopted as a show of piety, martyrdom, or moral righteousness.
Presbyterians may find it meaningful to give something up for Lent, but it is
not required. Some disciples may find a more valuable spiritual exercise in
taking something on during Lent—a more Christ-like attitude toward others,
a humble spirit at work, or a feeling of gratitude in the midst of scarcity, or
joining a Lenten study to deepen your meaning of Lent. Whatever spiritual
disciplines and preparations are embraced during Lent, they can help us
prepare for or renew our baptisms as part of the resurrection celebration at
Easter. (www.presbyterianmission.org)

2 Tickets
“Cotton Patch Gospel” is a joyous, musical adaptation of the Gospels of
Matthew and John set in 20th century Georgia. Our former choir director
Kathleen Bell is the Musical Director.
The story takes the audience on a fun, foot-stomping and inspiring
journey with Jesus from his birth to resurrection. It was written by Tom
key and Russell Treyz with music and lyrics by Harry Chapin.
Cotton Patch Gospel is a reverent adaptation of “The Greatest Story Ever
Re-told.” The musical features a bluegrass combo, an uplifting story and
tunes that will have you humming all the way home.
Remaining performances are at 7:30 pm, Friday and Saturday, 14th
and 15th, and Sunday afternoon at 2:00 pm on March 16th.
Tickets are $15 dollars and can be bought at Theater 7’s website,
www.theatre7.net, at the Decatur Area Arts Council at 125 N Water
Street, 423-3189, or at the door before the performance. Cathy Force
bought tickets for the final performance on Sunday, March 16, at 2pm,
and we have two tickets left at the $10 price. Call the office to
grab them at 429-4195!
In addition to Kathleen Bell as Musical Director and Jerry Johnson
directing, the cast includes Lesa Andrick, Doug Bishop, Justin Beals,
Sarah Boline, Rob Eytcheson, Jim Montgomery, Sally and Steve
Schepper, Alinda Stringer, Josh Waddell, Penny Williams, Joel
Winick and Kathy Zientara.

Please keep our members, friends, and relatives in retirement
communities and assisted living facilities in your prayers:
The Glenwood: Mary Elizabeth Platt
Heartland: John Winick
Hickory Point Christian Village: Louise Bear, Esther Grissom
Imboden Creek Living Center: Norma Stephens, Jeanette Swartz
and Charlie Davidson
Lincoln Rehabilitation Center: Leona Cramer
Primrose Retirement Community: Julia Bright, Festus Paul
Symphony of Decatur: John Logan
Tanglewood Village: Bea Briggs, Ruth Smith
Wesley Willows in Rockford, Illinois: Maxine Mussulman
Clare Bridge in Carmel, Indiana: Adele Glenn

Since the BABES Program has been in existence for
a long time, we have had to retire some of our
puppets due to being non-repairable or just plain
worn out. With the expansion of the program and
growing number of requests, the BABES Program
needs to purchase some updated puppets. If you
would like to help the BABES Program with a
donation to go toward the purchase of puppets, it
would be greatly appreciated.
There is a need for about 14 puppets and each
cost about $40. This program is nothing without the
adorable puppets that spark the children’s
imagination and become their new friends in the
classrooms. If you can donate funds for a puppet or
to assist with keeping the program in our schools,
please send donations to:
Dove, Inc., BABES Program
788 E. Clay, Decatur, IL 62522
Puppets are utilized in Macon and DeWitt County
schools.

On Saturday, March 8th, the Youth of First
Pres, Kathy and Mike Beube and sister,
Phyllis Grimes assembled and blessed the
Central Park Tree Hugger exhibit, titled,
"What the World Needs Now".
They followed with a trip to the Madden
Art Center and Anne Lloyd Gallery exhibit.
Fun was had by all.
Funding for the project was made possible
by Deacons, Peacemaking, and
Evangelism committees.
Weather permitting the exhibit is up for
your enjoyment until April 30th.

LUNCH BUNCH on Mar. 20
JACQUELINE KENNEDY ONASSIS
At 10:30 a.m. on Thursday, March 20, our
Lunch Bunch will reconvene after a long winter
sabbatical. I have another video entitled
“Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis Remembered” that I
had hoped to show last fall. It includes a tour of the
White House and an interview with Senator & Mrs.
John F. Kennedy. It is 80 minutes long so we’ll
start it at 10:45. Please be prompt. Our caterer,
Roni Beasley, plans to bring us a hearty lunch
featuring chicken and biscuits, Jell-O salad, and
cookies. Caroline Williams will present another
interesting devotional reading. Persons of all ages
are always welcome to join in the fun, starting with
conversation at 10:30 a.m. If you aren’t on our
regular calling list, please call the church office
before Tuesday noon, March 18, to reserve a $6.00
lunch. Invite a friend – we need at least 15 to
attend to make it worthwhile for Roni.
Paul Rosenberger

OUR CHILDREN
NEED YOUR HELP!
We are in need of volunteers to teach Sunday
school at 9:00 or 10:30. You only need to commit
for one month and will enjoy the good curriculum
and delightful children. We also need volunteers to
assist Angela in the nursery on Sundays. Please
help her one Sunday or one month, as fits your
schedule. In addition, we need people who are
willing to substitute in Sunday school or the nursery
in case of last-minute absences. Please contact me
for more information or to volunteer. This is a
wonderful opportunity to get to know the children of
our church!
Margi Nicholson
Phone 433-0891 or email marginic1@gmail.com

Homeward Bound Needs
362-7700
788 E. Clay

The Kemmerer Village
Auxiliary’s 100th Anniversary
Cookbook is available. This
cookbook contains over 500 recipes,
including some large group recipes,
submitted by many Presbyterian
congregations. Copies of the cookbook are being sold
for $12.50 each. Between 9:00am and 5:00pm., please
contact Alice at (217)226-2132 or Jessica Webb at
(217)226-2130, or email
jessica.webb@kv.christian.k12.il.us. Kemmerer Village
is a Presbyterian Child Care Agency located in
Assumption, Illinois. Checks are to be made out to
Kemmerer Village Auxiliary.

Homeward Bound needs several personal
hygiene products for their clients. If anyone
would be willing to donate from the list below, it
would be greatly appreciated. Call them for
hours to drop off.
Baby wipes, bleach, combs
Baby diapers, all sizes
Deodorant and dish soap
Fabric softener sheets, Ziploc bags
Laundry detergent and lotion
Multi-purpose household cleaners
Sanitary products and shampoo
Shaving cream and razors
Large bars of bath soap
Toothpaste and toothbrushes

