Tower Notes (USPS 634720) is published

Tower Notes

Weekly, except week of Christmas, by
First Presbyterian Church, 204 W. Prairie Ave.,
Decatur, IL 62523. Periodical postage paid at
Decatur, IL. Postmaster: Send address changes
to Tower Notes, 204 W. Prairie Ave., Decatur IL
62523 (217)429-4195; (217)429-4712 FAX
www.firstpresdecatur.org or email: fpdec@comcast.net

******************************************************************************************************************
VOLUME 46
January 8, 2014
NUMBER 2
*******************************************************************************************************************************************
January 8, 2014
6:15 p.m. Taizé Worship Service - Chapel
January 12, 2014
8:00 a.m. Worship Service – Chapel
BAPTISM OF THE LORD
9:00 a.m. Christian Education Hour
Ordination and Installation
9:15 a.m. NewSong Worship Service – Chapel
10:15 a.m. Chapel Class
10:30 a.m. Worship Service – Sanctuary
10:30 a.m. Children’s Church Class
First Presbyterian Vision and Mission Statements
VISION: As faithful followers of Jesus Christ, we seek to be an open, caring, compassionate congregation,
and to bring about positive changes in our community and world.
MISSION: We celebrate, explore, and demonstrate our Christian faith in loving service.
STRATEGIC PRIORITIES: 1) Continue to be an active community-oriented congregation; 2) Develop a passion for
discipleship and advocacy; 3) Celebrate unity of purpose with diversity in action.

JUST FLICKS
The date: Sunday, January 12, 2014
The time: 6:00 p.m.
The place: Central Christian Church
Robin Williams has had
any number of
"signature roles." He
may be best known for
the part of Adrian
Cronauer, popular DJ
to Vietnam GIs, in the brilliant 1987 film Good
Morning, Vietnam. With heavy doses of humor and
pathos, it's the perfect Just Flicks film. Running time
is 2 hours and one minute. You'll want to watch -and listen -- to the very end, thanks to Louis
Armstrong.
The plotline, as recounted by Hal Erickson of Rovi:
The film begins in 1965, when disc jockey Adrian
Cronauer (Robin Williams) is assigned to take over
the AFR's Saigon radio broadcasts. In contrast to
the dull, by-rote announcers that have preceded
him, Cronauer is a bundle of dynamite, heralding
each broadcast with a loud "Goooooood morning,
Vietnaaaaam," playing whatever records tickle his
fancy (even those not officially sanctioned by his
hidebound superiors), and indulging in wild flights of
improvisational fancy. Cronauer's immediate
superior Lt. Hauk (Bruno Kirby), whose own notions
of humor are puerile and pathetic, jealously
attempts to dethrone Vietnam's favorite rock jock.
Fortunately, Cronauer's popularity is such that he
enjoys the full protection of the higher-ups. But
when Cronauer, after experiencing the horrors of
war first-hand, insists upon telling his listeners the
truth instead of the official government line, he is
instantly replaced by the unfunny Hauk and must
struggle to get back on the air.
Our friend Stephen John, who earned his peacenik
stripes marching and singing for peace in the
Vietnam era, will lead a lively discussion.

MLK BANQUET TICKETS
The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 28th
Annual Celebration Banquet will be held on
Saturday, January 18, 2014 at 6:00 pm at
the Decatur Conference Center and Hotel.
Guest speaker is Ms. Dorothy Butler
Gilliam. Ms. Gilliam is
an American journalist
who was the first
African-American
female reporter at The
Washington Post.
Gilliam founded Prime Movers Media, the
nation’s first journalism mentorship program
for underserved students in urban schools.
Tickets are $30 per person and are available
only at the Human Resources’ office at the
Decatur Civic Center. Tickets will not be sold
at the door. For more information, call the
commission, (217) 424-2805.

Deacons Meeting
SUNDAY, JANUARY 12
11:45 A.M., Dining Room

FYI
The hand sanitizers for use at church are mostly
alcohol and are not the same as the antibacterial
soaps that have recently been in the news. Let
me know if you have any questions. Phyllis

Newsletter Volunteer
We need a volunteer for the months of
MARCH AND SEPTEMBER. Call 4294195 to join Merrill and Naomi.

OUR CHURCH FAMILY
PRAYER CONCERNS:

E-mail articles to:
amcelder@comcast.net

Claud Thompson is in Decatur Memorial Hospital,
Rm. 4105.
Theresa Boes’ sister Sandra White from Mansfield,
IL, has stage IV liver cancer.
Our sympathy is extended to Ruth Warfield and her
family, including Julia Wittig (her daughter) on the
death of Tom Warfield, husband and father. He died
January 5, 2014 at age 83.
Our sympathy is also extended to the family of Wally
Minnis whose sister Mary L. Duncan, 81, died January
5, 2014.
In Memoriam
Thomas C. Warfield
March 16, 1930 - January 5, 2014
Uphold us now, O Lord, as we entrust him to your
boundless love and eternal care.
A Memorial Service is at 11:00 a.m., January 11, 2014
at First Presbyterian Church. Visitation follows.
Rose Marie Thompson’s new WORKING e-mail
address: rosemthompson@comcast.net
THANK YOU
Many thanks to Mac Moore, Cathy and Chuck
Force, Sally Mathieson, Sue Grieve, Lori Jensen,
Margi and Doug Nicholson, Don and Sally
Wachter, and Barry McCammon for taking down all
the Advent decorations. You are appreciated!
Worship and Music Committees
Thank you for your most generous gift for the
updated truck (Capital Campaign mission tithe).
Your support allows us to better serve families in
need. You have been a valued community partner
for many years and your generosity is truly
appreciated.
Peace and Joy,
Jerry Pelz, Northeast Community Fund
With gratitude we say “thank you” for your recent gift
of toiletries and hats from your Mitten Tree. Your
support of Dove supports the many individuals and
families seeking services.
Jim Walters, Dove, Inc.

Sunday’s Nursery Schedule – January 12
8:45-10:15am– Angela Schultz & VOLUNTEER
10:15-11:45am– Angela Schultz & Kathi Eads
2 People are required in the nursery.

VERY GOOD
January 12 SUNDAY GREETERS
Before Service
#1 Jody Hantel
#4 Marty Grohne
#2 René and Helen Corcoran
#5 Chuck Boes
#3 Charlie and Betty Ann Davidson
Media Tech
Food & Fellowship
Theresa Boes
Carolyn Meyer
Elysa Montgomery

WHAT’S IT ALL ABOUT?
On January 12 at the 9AM Everyday Issues
class, Amanda Gist from the Macon County
Health Department will be here to help us all
have a better understanding of the Affordable
Health Care plans. Even, if you do not need to
personally sign up, the information may be
useful for another family member or friend.
There has been a lot of misinformation and
confusion about the Affordable Health Care, so
bring your questions and concerns. This is a
great opportunity to get the correct information
from someone who has been trained and is
helping people sign up for their health care plans
daily.
I hope to see you on January 12th at 9AM
Phyllis, Parish Nurse

CHURCH SCHOOL HOUR
January 12, 2014
9:00 Present Word – Unit II, JESUS USHERS IN
THE REIGN OF GOD, focuses on discussion of
“How to Live as God’s People”. Scripture reading is
Luke 6:17-31. Ray Landon leads the class in the
pastor’s office.
9:00 Everyday Issues - Angela Gist, specialist from
the Health Department speaks on Affordable Health
Care.
9:00 Youth Class – Junior- and Senior-high class is
led by Chris Lawton.
9:00 and 10:30 Children’s Classes – Jesus at the
Temple

FESTIVAL OF CHURCH CHOIRS
A benefit for the Oasis Day Center will be
Sunday, January 19, 2014 at 2:00 p.m. at
Tabernacle Baptist Church, Rt. 36 and North
Wyckles Rd. Choirs from 6 churches will offer
up their music from their hearts and souls.
Admission is FREE and there will be a Free
Will Offering at the event. Spend an
entertaining afternoon to help the homeless.

Festival of Church Choirs’ Rehearsals:

Monday, January 13th
Rehearsal at Tabernacle Baptist- 6:30PM
Wednesday, January 15th:
Rehearsal for combining with 1st Lutheran at 1st
Lutheran- 7:00PM
Saturday, January 18th:
Dress Rehearsal for Festival of Church ChoirsTabernacle Baptist- 9:00AM
Sunday, January 19th:
Performance of Festival of Church Choirs- 2:00 PM
Tabernacle Baptist Church

GIVE THE GIFT OF MUSIC
Musical Instruments are
needed for Decatur’s school
children. Call 423-3189,
877-1832 or 424-3300.

Pastor’s Perspective . . . “Happy but Cold New Year!”

WORSHIP SERVICES
January 12, 2014
BAPTISM OF THE LORD
Jim Montgomery, preaching
Sandy Peterson, 8:00 lay leader
Lori Jensen, 10:30 lay leader
Flowers
The flowers this Sunday are given in
memory of Dr. Bill Query, beloved
brother of Betty Q. Smith,
on his birthday.
January Ushers
Myung Kim, captain
Joli Cirks
Debbie and Ralph Czerwinski
Carol Ferry-sub
Nancy and Tom Force
Ellen Noblitt-sub
Charlie Platt-sub
Trish Spinner
David Williams

Can you hear the
Worship Service?
We have 4 hearing
amplifiers. Ask any
usher for one.

Men’s Bible Study
The 7 a.m. every
Thursday morning
Bible study is on break
until March. They will
resume the study on the
first Thursday morning in
March.
1ST PRES STRING BAND
PRACTICE

Every Wednesday
String Band is
taking a break
until February 19.
AVAILABLE
FLOWER DATES:
Mar. 16, 23 &
30th
Purchase Sunday
flowers in memory
of your loved ones- 429-4195
or fpdec@comcast.net.

Welcome to 2014! Have you ever been this cold?
Despite the cold, I hope this has been a good week
for you and that your year is off to a good start.
The weather made it an eventful first Sunday of the
year. Hopefully, that won’t be an issue this Sunday.
I've never been a big resolutions kind of person...at
least not at New Year's. My resolutions tend to
happen throughout the year. Sometimes I choose to make changes as part of my
Lent observance. Sometimes, I change things at the start of fall when there is a
sense of new beginning. Sometimes it happens irrespective of seasons. I realize
something has to change in life and I work at developing a new pattern.
In his letter to the Galatians, the Apostle Paul writes: “What counts is whether we
have been transformed into a new creation.” (Gal. 6:15) I believe Paul would have
been a big advocate of resolutions, not because it is a good New Year's tradition,
but because it's the heart of the Gospel. God made us with the possibility to
change. Think about your physical body. The week after Christmas a picture was
taken of me with my wife and my “great-niece,” Margaret Grace. What changes
there have been in me over the years! Won’t we be amazed to see a picture of
Margaret Grace, say, in one year? Our bodies understand change.
God made our spirits the same way. We have the possibility of changing. In fact,
Paul would say if we aren't changing, we aren't becoming better people; and if we
aren't becoming more Christ-like, then something is wrong!
What counts is whether we are being transformed! But transformation “ain't easy!”
A New York Times columnist, John Tierney, wrote an article a few years ago about
resolutions and willpower. He made a few interesting observations.
One: People who make resolutions are more likely to make some kind of
improvement.
In other words we don't change unless we want to change.
Two: If you get through January keeping a desired resolution you are more
likely to make it through the year. Don't try to lose 30 pounds this
year. Try to lose a couple pounds this month. If necessary, break it
into weeks.
Third: The less complicated we make our resolutions, the more likely the
Success. If our change requires lots of equipment, gadgets,
dependency on other things beyond our control, we aren't likely to
stick with it.
Then, after that encouragement, Tierney states that most people will fail in keeping
resolutions and the reason is willpower. If we depend on our determination alone,
we lose the energy to stick to it. He uses the term "ego depletion" to describe the
limits of our own energy and strength to keep a resolution. We need to plan on
those limits and put safeguards in place that will keep us from depending solely on
willpower.
I like that thought of "ego depletion." In social psychology it might explain what
keeps us from changing, but in the spiritual life it is a good description for how to
change. When the disciples of John the Baptist saw his followers starting to follow
Jesus, they were jealous and thought something should be done. John the Baptist
said, "He must increase and I must decrease." That’s ego depletion.
This is what allows change in life to happen: focusing not on our power and ability,
but on our need for God's help. It means asking if our thoughts are God's thoughts;
if our responses honor Christ; if our priorities and wants are what God wants for us?
Rather than seeking God's help to grant my wishes, ego depletion means seeing
everything in my life as a way to further God's wishes.
As we begin a new year, let's think about Paul's words: "What counts is whether we
have been transformed into a new creation." New Year's is a good time to
remember the heart of the Gospel, we can all change. It happens with a little egodepletion: wanting Christ to increase within us.
So what are your resolutions? Happy New Year,
Jim

FALLING AND A MATTER OF BALANCE
Volunteer Opportunity:
Are you interested in working with seniors and
facilitating a small group? Catholic Charities is
now taking applications for volunteer coaches
for their new program called A Matter of
Balance. A Matter of Balance is a fall
prevention program for seniors and is made up
of 8, 2 hour sessions. Volunteer coaches are
put into pairs and asked to facilitate the class
and lead group discussions. Volunteer coaches
must be dependable, enthusiastic about the
program, and able to lead a meaningful group
discussion. For more information, please call
Nicole Kirlin at 217-428-0013 or stop by
Catholic Charities (247 W Prairie) to pick up a
coach’s application.
Participants Wanted:

Do you have a fear of falling
or want to increase your activity level? Catholic
Charities is now offering a fall prevention class
called A Matter of Balance. The class is held
once a week for 8 weeks and is 2 hours long.
There is a light snack provided. Participants
engage in group discussion, problem solving
and skill building, exercise training and much
more. A doctor’s release is required to
participate and there is a suggested donation
of $20.00. During one of the sessions, there is
a guest physical therapist that comes and
discusses safety issues and answers any
questions you may have. For more information,
please call Nicole Kirlin at 217-428-0013 or
stop by Catholic Charities (247 W Prairie) to
pick up a brochure and a registration packet.

Two Community Fund raisers
For Decatur Family Sanctuary
Flyers are in Gathering Room.
1. January 2-9 from 6:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m., Bob
Evans will donate 15% of their sales.
2. January 14th and 16th, Ruby Tuesday will
give back 20% of your purchase to them.

Christmas Lights
Recycling
Macon County Office Building
141 S. Main St., Room 408
Monday to Friday, 8:30-4:30 p.m.
Through Jan. 10, 2014
For More Information, contact
EnvironmentalManagement@co.macon.il.us
217/425-4505

PRAYER CONCERN (con’t.):
Liz Williams Schwab gave birth to twins on
Christmas Day, 2013, but only one survived. Her
husband, Tyler, and Liz were married by Rev.
Montgomery on June 16, 2012 in Jefferson City,
MO.
Harper Riley Schwab arrived at 8:55 pm weighing
3 lbs 9 oz. She was born the twin to Evelyn Grace
Schwab was a stillborn baby while Harper has
Hypoplastic Left Heart Syndrome HLHS). The
syndrome is a heart defect that is present at birth
where the left side of the heart isn't developed
completely.
To fix this, Harper will undergo several procedures
and open heart surgeries throughout her life. Her
first surgery was last Thursday, January 2. She will
have to have three operations and what that is, is
the operation is to correct the flow of blood to the
heart. She'll have these operations up until age
two.
After about a month of recovery in the PICU at
Cardinal Glennon Children's Hospital, in St. Louis,
Missouri, Harper should be released to go home
and grow and be with her family until her next
surgery which will be when she is about 4 months
old.
Harper is now 14 days old and six days after heart
surgery. She was taken off all oxygen support on
Sunday, so she is now breathing all on her own.
Her chest tube that was draining after surgery is out
as well. They are also cutting back on blood draws
so Liz and Tyler were hoping to hold her that
afternoon.
Prayers and support for the Schwab family are
greatly appreciated during this time. Harper has
proven to be a very strong girl with supportive
family and friends. She now has her own facebook
page, so you may learn more about her and her
family as a facebook friend with “Pray for Harper.”

$10 PECANS – 7 bags left

CHURCH STREET KIDS
Free Wednesday Music
Beginning: January 15,
2014
Children ~ Grades K–6
Time: 4:00–5:15 p.m.
Musical group activities including:
Singing, Recorder, Bells and Drums
To Register: Call Rose Marie Thompson
(423-2470)

WOMEN’S NIGHT OUT
Thursday, Janaury 23
Paco’s Sol Bistro
4 Thursday - 5:30 p.m
R.S.VP. 429-4195
th

