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8:00 a.m. Worship Service – Chapel
3rd SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
9:00 a.m. Christian Education Hour
9:15 a.m. NewSong Worship Service – Chapel
10:15 a.m. Chapel Class
10:30 a.m. Worship Service – Sanctuary
10:30 a.m. Children’s Church Class
First Presbyterian Vision and Mission Statements
VISION: As faithful followers of Jesus Christ, we seek to be an open, caring, compassionate congregation,
and to bring about positive changes in our community and world.
MISSION: We celebrate, explore, and demonstrate our Christian faith in loving service.
STRATEGIC PRIORITIES: 1) Continue to be an active community-oriented congregation; 2) Develop a passion for
discipleship and advocacy; 3) Celebrate unity of purpose with diversity in action.

JUST FLICKS
Sunday, Jan. 26, 6:00 p.m.
First Presbyterian Church
ENJOY COFFEE AND FELLOWSHIP THIS SUNDAY

SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY
This Sunday,
January 26, the
youth will be
collecting for the
Souper Bowl.
They are donating
the proceeds to
the Weekend
Backpack Project. Help tackle
hunger in America. Please give
generously.
How did Souper Bowl begin?
Read p. 3
MISSION SUNDAY IS JANUARY 26
We will be going to Decatur Family
Sanctuary (the former Good Sam's)
downtown to build shelves for their canned
goods donations. If someone is interested
in going but does not want to be involved
in the "handyman" work, there is also a
need of someone to sort through clothing
that has also been donated. We will be
going at noon, and all are most welcome to
join! Theresa Boes

The Parish Visitors invite you to a onehour meeting on Wednesday, February 5 at
9:30 a.m. in the Gathering room.

Just Flicks' next bonus film this month is a littleknown but highly praised made-for-HBO feature,
A Lesson Before Dying.
The film won two Emmys and had five other
nominations. Its cast includes Don Cheadle,
Cecily Tyson, and Mekhi Phifer.
The story is set in rural Louisiana, 1948.
Amazon's plot summary:
On a bright sunny day in 1948, Jefferson
(Mekhi Phifer) sets off down the road to go
catch some fish; by the end of the movie's
opening sequence, he is the one who's been
caught, and wrongly accused of the murder of
a white shopkeeper. Racial inequality, at the
time, is so pervasive in Louisiana that the white
defense lawyer's argument at Jefferson's trial
is that his client is not worthy of conviction:
"You might just as soon put a hog in the 'lectric
chair as this," he declares. Outraged by this
statement, Jefferson's godmother (Irma P.
Hall) does not want her godson to die as a
hog. To this end she enlists the reluctant aid of
the black community's teacher, Grant Wiggins
(Don Cheadle), to teach him to "be a man." As
Grant and Jefferson get to know each other
(and the viewer gets to know them both), it's
not clear which of them needs the lesson
more.

Beth Bachtold, a faculty member at Parkland
Community College and member of First Pres,
will moderate. Beth uses the novel in her class,
and she's a popular and skilled teacher of adult
courses at First Pres.
As usual, lots of great refreshments will be on the
table.

OUR CHURCH FAMILY
PRAYER CONCERNS:

E-mail articles to:
amcelder@comcast.net

Theresa Boes’ sister Sandra White, stage IV liver
cancer.
Ruth Pace is in St. Mary's Hospital, room 408.
Ruth fell at home and hit her head. Tests are being
run to find out the cause of her light-headedness
which resulted in her fall. She welcomes phone calls
or a visit.
Jeannie Rade is scheduled for elbow replacement
surgery on January 24 after falling in the parking lot of
another church. Cards and notes are appreciated, but
no visits or calls at this time, for she needs rest.
Ryan Holler's father, Rich Holler, is now in
hospice care. Ryan and Lindsay have flown down to
Arkansas for the week to spend time with him. Please
keep them in your prayers.
Carol McDonald’s husband David was in a car
accident in Indianapolis, and is in the hospital in
critical, but stable condition. Carol is Synod Executive
of Lincoln Trails.
Our sympathy is extended to Barry McCammon and
his family on the death of his brother-in-law, Mike
Pedesco, who died January 19, 2014, in Chattanooga,
TN.
THANK YOU
Dear First Presbyterian Church,
I just wanted to send you a note thanking you for your
generous support of the Max program. In 2013 we
were able to help 2151 families with almost $77,000 of
financial aid. This program only exists because of
generous supporters like you. Thank you for your
support! It is greatly appreciated.
Thank you.
Rev. Shane Hartman, Max Coordinator

Sunday’s Nursery Schedule – January 19
8:45-10:15am– Angela Schultz & VOLUNTEER
10:15-11:45am– Angela Schultz & VOLUNTEER
2 People are required in the nursery.

VERY GOOD
January 26 SUNDAY GREETERS
Before Service
#1 Lee and Margie Bennett #4 Jim Rauff
#2 Lois Wells
#5 Bob Bullock
#3 Betty Zeaman
Media Tech
Coffee & Fellowship
Norm Jensen
Pixie Fennessey

Giving Envelopes for 2014
Boxes of giving envelopes
for 2014 are available in the
church library for those who
use them. Also, the generic
envelopes in the pews are
available to use at any time.
The use of envelopes is
helpful when cash is given
to identify the giver, but is not necessary when
checks are used.

WOMEN’S NIGHT OUT
Thursday, Janaury 23
Paco’s Sol Bistro
4 Thursday - 5:30 p.m
R.S.VP. 429-4195
th

ARTISTS CREATE RECYCLED ART
RECLAIM. RECYCLE. REPURPOSE
Decatur Area Arts
Council presents an
exhibit of works by 10
artists who create by
recycling “junk” into
art.
RECLAIM. RECYCLE. REPURPOSE. is on
exhibit in the Anne Lloyd Gallery. The public is
invited to join in a free family-friendly event in the
Anne Lloyd Gallery and participate in interactive
recycled art activities on Friday, February 7 from 57:30 pm at the Madden Arts Center, 125 N. Water St.
in downtown Decatur. Folks are encouraged to bring
upcycled art they’ve created from recyclables to
display in a one-night-only Spontaneous Gallery. All
ages can join in art making recycled jewelry and
sculptures as well as adding their personal touch to a
public sculpture made from recyclables. Displays by
The I.D.E.A. Store in Champaign and the Habitat for
Humanity’s ReStore in Decatur will demonstrate
sources for recyclables which can be used in
classrooms, home remodeling and other projects.
Tony Taylor from Potomac will entertain on his
custom-made cigar box guitars. If you cannot
participate in the activities on February 7, exhibit
dates are February 1-26. The gallery is open M-F
8:30-4:30 and Saturdays, 10-2.

CHURCH SCHOOL HOUR
January 26, 2014
9:00 Present Word – Unit II, JESUS USHERS IN
THE REIGN OF GOD, focuses on discussion of
“Jesus Teaches compassion for the Poor”. Scripture
reading is Luke 16:19-31. Ray Landon leads the
class in the pastor’s office.
9:00 Everyday Issues – Part 2 of Andrew Lloyd
Webber and Tim Rice’s “Jesus Christ Superstar”.
9:00 Youth Class – Junior- and Senior-high class is
led by Chris Lawton.
9:00 and 10:30 Children’s Classes – Jesus in the
Synagogue

GIVE THE GIFT OF
MUSIC

Musical Instruments are
needed for Decatur’s school
children. Call 423-3189,
877-1832 or 424-3300.

ANNUAL
Congregational
Meeting
WORSHIP SERVICES
January 26, 2014
3rd SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
Jim Montgomery, preaching
Dianne DeVore, 8:00 lay leader
Beth Bachtold, 10:30 lay leader
Flowers
The flowers this Sunday are in loving
memory of Elbert “Al” Wimmer, given
by Nadine Wimmer.
January Ushers
Myung Kim, captain
Joli Cirks
Debbie and Ralph Czerwinski
Carol Ferry-sub
Nancy and Tom Force
Ellen Noblitt-sub
Charlie Platt-sub
Trish Spinner
David Williams

Can you hear the
Worship Service?
We have 4 hearing
amplifiers. Ask any
usher for one.

Men’s Bible Study
The 7 a.m. every
Thursday morning
Bible study is on break
until March. They will
resume the study on the
first Thursday morning in
March.
1ST PRES STRING BAND
PRACTICE

Every Wednesday
String Band is
taking a break
until February 19.

The session has called for the Annual Congregational Meeting to take
place in the sanctuary this Sunday, January 26, 2014, following the
10:30 a.m. worship service. The purpose of the meeting is to hear the
2013 and 2014 Session budgets, to act on the call to the Pastor, and to
elect at least three members from the congregation to the 2014
Nominating committee. The 2013 Annual Report will be distributed at
the meeting. All members are encouraged to attend. This is always a
wonderful time to share what the church has accomplished for the year.

History of
Souper Bowl of Caring
A simple prayer: "Lord, even as we
enjoy the Super Bowl football game, help us be mindful of those who are
without a bowl of soup to eat" is inspiring a youth-led movement to help
hungry and hurting people around the world.
This prayer, delivered by Brad Smith, then a seminary intern serving at
Spring Valley Presbyterian Church in Columbia, SC, gave birth to an
idea. Why not use Super Bowl weekend, a time when people come
together for football and fun, to also unify the nation for a higher good:
collecting dollars and canned food for the needy? Youth could collect
donations at their schools and churches in soup pots, and then send
every dollar DIRECTLY to a local charity of THEIR choice.
The senior high youth of Spring Valley Presbyterian liked the idea so
much they decided to invite other area churches to join the team.
Twenty-two Columbia churches participated that first year, reporting
their results so a total could be determined, and then sending all $5,700
they had raised to area non-profits.
That was 1990. Since then, ordinary young people have generated an
extraordinary $90 million for soup kitchens, food banks and other
charities in communities across the country. In addition, hundreds of
thousands of youth have experienced for themselves the joy and
satisfaction of giving and serving, inspiring people of all ages to follow
their generous example.

Homeward Bound Needs
362-7700 - 788 E. Clay

AVAILABLE
FLOWER DATE:
Mar. 30th
Purchase Sunday
flowers in memory
of your loved
ones- 429-4195 or
fpdec@comcast.net.

Homeward Bound needs several personal hygiene products
for their clients. If anyone would be willing to donate from the
list below, it would be greatly appreciated. Call them for hours
to drop off.
Baby wipes, bleach, combs
Baby diapers, all sizes
Deodorant and dish soap
Fabric softener sheets
Laundry detergent and lotion
Multi-purpose household cleaners
Sanitary products and shampoo
Shaving cream and razors
Large bars of bath soap
Toothpaste and toothbrushes
Ziploc bags

2014 Point in Time
Survey
The Point in Time Study will be conducted on
Thursday, January 23, from 12:01 a.m. to 11:59 p.m.
This study is conducted every year to determine the
area homeless individuals and families in Macon
County. This is required by HUD to assist the
community with housing resources.
Dove is seeking volunteers to assist with this 24 hour
project. The survey is quick and user friendly and is
administered at various locations. Volunteers usually
sign up for a 2-hour shift. The survey is easy to use,
and training is available.
This study initiates from the Homeless Council
Continuum of Care. The Point in Time results are
utilized by members of the Homeless Council in
reporting need, applying for grants and developing
programs to meet the needs of Macon County
citizens.

CHURCH STREET KIDS
Free Wednesday Music
Beginning: January 15,
2014
Children ~ Grades K–6

ILLINOIS PEOPLE’S
ACTION (IPA) SUCCEEDS
AT REGION’S BANK
As a member of First Presbyterian
Church that is a member of IPA, you can be
proud that your representatives helped bring
about an end to Ready Advance, a loan with
exorbitant interest rates, like payday loans,
offered by Region’s Bank nationally.
On Wednesday, January 15, bank
officials publicly announced that they will be
discontinuing "Ready Advance." Region’s had
direct access in borrower’s checking accounts,
so if the loan wasn’t paid, the bank would
automatically take payment with the next
deposit, overdrawing the account and charging
more fees.
“This was a long time in coming but it
shows that organizing works.” said Rev. Tony
Pierce, IPA board president. “Anytime we can
stop predatory lending, it’s a victory for the entire
community.”
As your representatives of IPA, we were
part of the local group who delivered a request
to end the predatory practice.
Paul & Verlyn Rosenberger

Time: 4:00–5:15 p.m.
Musical group activities including:
Singing, Recorder, Bells and Drums
To Register: Call Rose Marie Thompson
(423-2470)

First Presbyterian Church
Prayer Chain
To request prayer for someone, call any one
person on the prayer chain. Contact Lori Jensen or
Yvonne Lewis for further questions or information.
An alternative to making a phone call is to send an
email to the church at fpdec@comcast.net and/or
lori.jensen1@comcast.net.
Your prayer chain people who pray for you are
compassionate and caring. We do have a request
for those who call in petitions for prayers: Please
update Yvonne Lewis or Lori Jensen following your
initial request within two weeks, so we can all pray
specifically and intelligently.
Joan Brown
877-0880
Gayle Bruckner
877-4116
Beth Coit
433-9055
Carol Ferry
422-0964
Jean Gift
428-1698
Lori Jensen
429-3400
Yvonne Lewis
423-8727
Susan Marshall
422-0824
Bob and Sue Muschal
519-2814
Verlyn Rosenberger
877-4789
Harriet Sadowski
428-5607
Sue Weinstein
454-7819
Joan Winick
428-5437

RECYCLING REMINDER
If you bring recyclables to the church:
Please separate cans and plastic bottlesand place in marked containers
We can return aluminum cans for cash,
which is returned to the church
Plastic bottles are recycled as a service
only to those without recycling at
home
Please rinse cans and bottles- especially
those containing milk products
Please do NOT crush cans and bottlesper Decatur Recycles
Plastic accepted- #’s 1,2,3,4,5,7. NO #6
and no foam products, or no LIDS
Remember: Plastic water bottles can and
should be reused to cut down on the
accumulation of plastic!!!!
Consider a
reusable water bottle.
Thank You.

Peacemaking Committee

FEED THE HUNGRY – January 25
First United Methodist, 201 W. North St., needs
donations of desserts to feed the hungry for lunch
at noon this Saturday. You can deliver pies (no
cream, please), cakes or cookies from 9:30-11:30
to 201 W. North St. They would also like to have
serving assistance for Dinner Downtown if you are
free from 11:30 to 1:00.

