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8:00 a.m. Worship Service – Chapel
2ND SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
9:00 a.m. Christian Education Hour
9:15 a.m. NewSong Worship Service – Chapel
10:15 a.m. Chapel Class
10:30 a.m. Worship Service – Sanctuary
10:30 a.m. Children’s Church Class
January 20, 2014
OFFICE CLOSED
First Presbyterian Vision and Mission Statements
VISION: As faithful followers of Jesus Christ, we seek to be an open, caring, compassionate congregation,
and to bring about positive changes in our community and world.
MISSION: We celebrate, explore, and demonstrate our Christian faith in loving service.
STRATEGIC PRIORITIES: 1) Continue to be an active community-oriented congregation; 2) Develop a passion for
discipleship and advocacy; 3) Celebrate unity of purpose with diversity in action.

MLK OBSERVED
The community’s annual Freedom March in honor of
Dr. King will begin at noon Monday, January 20 at
both Mueller Park and Hess Park/Harris School along
Martin Luther King Jr. Drive,before converging at St.
Patrick’s Church located at 407 E. Eldorado St.
Contact French Wilson at 217-424-2805 for more
information.

NEW ‘COFFEE & FELLOWSHIP’
Sundays from 10:00-11:45 a.m.
Fellowship time in our Gathering Room each
Sunday is a great opportunity to greet church
family and meet new friends. As a new
resolution to encourage more congregational
participation, the Deacons are renaming this
morning time “Coffee & Fellowship’ with more
emphasis on the FELLOWSHIP and less on the
food. People already offer flowers in memory
and celebration for worship services and shutins. Now we can offer ‘simple snacks’ as
hospitality for our church visitors.
Hopefully each
church family,
committee or group
will help by choosing
ONE Sunday to
provide a simple
snack (angel food cake, donut holes, fruit tray,
etc.) to put on the Gathering room table from 1011:45 or so. Coffee, tea and water will still be
provided with a coffee donation can.
Please sign up on the schedule by the table to
donate your simple snack on one Sunday. Your
donation will be greatly appreciated!
Cathy Force,
Lay Ministry Team Leader & Deacons

MLK BANQUET TICKETS
The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 28th
Annual Celebration Banquet will be held on
Saturday, January 18, 2014 at 6:00 pm at the
Decatur Conference Center and Hotel.
Guest speaker is Ms. Dorothy Butler Gilliam.
Ms. Gilliam is an American journalist who was
the first African-American female reporter at The
Washington Post. Gilliam founded Prime Movers
Media, the nation’s first journalism mentorship
program for underserved students in urban
schools.
Tickets are $30 per person and are available only
at the Human Resources’ office at the Decatur
Civic Center. Tickets will not be sold at the door.
For more information, call the commission, (217)
424-2805.

FESTIVAL OF
CHURCH CHOIRS
A benefit for the Oasis
Day Center will be
Sunday, January 19,
2014 at 2:00 p.m. at Tabernacle Baptist Church,
Rt. 36 and North Wyckles Rd. Choirs from 6
churches will offer up their music from their
hearts and souls. Admission is FREE and there
will be a Free Will Offering at the event. Spend
an entertaining afternoon to help the
homeless.

OUR CHURCH FAMILY
PRAYER CONCERNS:

E-mail articles to:
amcelder@comcast.net

Claud Thompson has returned to Primrose from the
hospital.
Theresa Boes’ sister Sandra White, stage IV liver
cancer.
Our sympathy is extended to Carol Dixon and her
family on the death of her grandson, Connor Sail, who
turned 6 on December 16 and died December 23 in
Salt Lake City, UT.
THANK YOU
Thank you to all who sent and spoke words of
kindness and comfort during the past weeks after the
passing of my mother. The plant from the choir was
also a nice memory. I appreciate being in this church
family of love and support.

VERY GOOD
January 19 SUNDAY GREETERS
Before Service
#1 Jean Gift
#4 Dan and Chris Foster
#2 Carol Ferry
#5 Pat Smallwood
#3 Merrill Dees
Media Tech
Coffee & Fellowship
Fred Spannaus
Volunteer

WOMEN’S NIGHT OUT
Thursday, Janaury 23
Paco’s Sol Bistro
4 Thursday - 5:30 p.m
R.S.VP. 429-4195
th

Rick Koetje
I cannot thank you enough for all the support,
encouragement, guidance, and prayer you
have given me the last few years; and through
my whole life, my faith and outlook on life have
been largely shaped by my time attending 1st
Pres. It is truly a blessing knowing I can
always call it home.
Sincerely,
Eric Mason
Thank you, Elysa Montgomery and Shirley Moore
for helping us in the months of March and September
to collate the Tower Notes. We appreciate your
response to our need.
First Presbyterian Church,
The Board of Directors, staff, and patrons of
The Good Samaritan Inn wish to thank you for
your generous contributions. Once again, we
are greatly appreciative of your benevolence
and look forward to remaining loyal partners
with you in serving the less fortunate of our
community.

ONCE AGAIN – IT IS NOT TOO LATE TO
GET YOUR FLU SHOT
The flu in Illinois is now considered widespread.
There are 6 reported deaths from the flu and
increasing hospitalizations and ER visits. If you
have not already gotten your flu shot, it is not too
late to get one. The flu will hang around into
March. The incidence seems to be worse than
in recent years and affecting younger people
more.
If you feel you may have the flu, see your doctor.
There is medicine that can help, but it is more
effective the sooner it is taken. The symptoms
are cough, fever, fatigue, body aches and other
respiratory symptoms.
“Flu, flu go away
You’re not wanted any day”
Phyllis, Parish Nurse

Dear Members,
Thank you for your support of the Oasis Day Center.
Your gift will allow us to continue on our mission which
is to alleviate homelessness in Decatur and Macon
County, and for that, we are truly grateful.
Dear Friends,
We wish to thank you for your donation to help
us at the Northeast Community Fund. This
special gift makes a significant difference in the
total program of assisting hundreds of families
in the Decatur area each month. You have
been most faithful and generous with your
support throughout the years.

Sunday’s Nursery Schedule – January 19
8:45-10:15am– Angela Schultz & VOLUNTEER
10:15-11:45am– Angela Schultz & VOLUNTEER
2 People are required in the nursery.

CHURCH SCHOOL HOUR
January 19, 2014
9:00 Present Word – Unit II, JESUS USHERS IN
THE REIGN OF GOD, focuses on discussion of
“Jesus Teaches about Relationships”. Scripture
reading is Luke 14:7-18a, 22-24. Ray Landon leads
the class in the pastor’s office.
9:00 Everyday Issues – Part 1 of Andrew Lloyd
Webber and Tim Rice’s “Jesus Christ Superstar”.
Part 2 continues on January 26.
9:00 Youth Class – Junior- and Senior-high class is
led by Chris Lawton.
9:00 and 10:30 Children’s Classes – Jesus'
Baptism

GIVE THE GIFT OF MUSIC
Musical Instruments are
needed for Decatur’s school
children. Call 423-3189,
877-1832 or 424-3300.

WE PRAY FOR GOOD HEALTH TO ALL IN 2014,

WORSHIP SERVICES
January 19, 2014
2ND SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
Jim Montgomery, preaching
Jerry Atkins, 8:00 lay leader
Bob Muschal, 10:30 lay leader
Flowers
The flowers this Sunday are given by
Doug and Margi Nicholson in memory
of Margi’s father, Donald Lambert.
January Ushers
Myung Kim, captain
Joli Cirks
Debbie and Ralph Czerwinski
Carol Ferry-sub
Nancy and Tom Force
Ellen Noblitt-sub
Charlie Platt-sub
Trish Spinner
David Williams

Can you hear the
Worship Service?
We have 4 hearing
amplifiers. Ask any
usher for one.

including our members, friends, and relatives in retirement
communities and assisted living facilities:
Eagle Ridge: Jeanette Swartz
The Glenwood: Mary Elizabeth Platt
Heartland: John Winick
Hickory Point Christian Village: Louise Bear, Esther
Grissom
Imboden Creek Living Center North: Norma Stephens
Lincoln Rehabilitation Center: Leona Cramer
Primrose Retirement Community: Julia Bright, Festus
Paul, Claud Thompson
Symphony of Decatur: John Logan
Tanglewood Village: Bea Briggs, Ruth Smith
Wesley Willows in Rockford, Illinois: Maxine Mussulman
Clare Bridge in Carmel, Indiana: Adele Glenn

MISSION SUNDAY IS JANUARY 26
We will be going to Decatur Family Sanctuary (the former
Good Sam's) downtown to build shelves for their canned
goods donations. If someone is interested in going but
does not want to be involved in the "handyman" work,
there is also a need of someone to sort through clothing
that has also been donated. We will be going at noon, and
all are most welcome to join! Theresa Boes

SOUPER BOWL coming up
Men’s Bible Study
The 7 a.m. every
Thursday morning
Bible study is on break
until March. They will
resume the study on the
first Thursday morning in
March.
1ST PRES STRING BAND
PRACTICE

Every Wednesday
String Band is
taking a break
until February 19.
AVAILABLE
FLOWER DATE:
Mar. 30th
Purchase Sunday
flowers in memory
of your loved
ones- 429-4195 or
fpdec@comcast.net.

The Session has called
for the Annual
Congregational Meeting
for January 26, 2014
following the 10:30 a.m.
worship service in the
Sanctuary.

On Sunday, January 26, the youth
will be collecting for the Souper
Bowl. They will be donating the
proceeds to the Weekend Backpack
Project.
Last year more than 260,000 youth
participated in Souper Bowl of Caring, collecting more
than $9.8 million in dollars and food for local hungerrelief charities. That's a total of more than $90 million
collected since the movement began in 1990! This year's
goal is to empower 275,000 young people to collect $11
million for charities in their communities. Help our youth
grow this movement and tackle hunger in America!

Domestic Violence Shelter Needs
For Adults and Children
Call 428-6616 to drop off
10 small lamps for dressers
9 clip-on bed lights
Alarm clocks and pillows
Healthy snacks for children’s groups
Baby lotion, wipes and diaper rash cream
Disposable diapers, all sizes
Shampoo, large size
Bath soap, large bars
Deodorant, toilet paper, paper towels
OTC Cold medicines, Tylenol/pain relievers
Chapstick and Vaseline
Prepaid phone and gas cards
Walmart, K-Mart gift cards
New bath towels and wash cloths
Journals, planners, appointment books
Air freshener and umbrellas

JUST FLICKS
Just Flicks' next bonus film this month is a littleknown but highly praised made-for-HBO feature,
A Lesson before Dying.
Based on an award-winning 1993 novel by
Ernest J. Gaines, the film won two Emmys and
had five other nominations. Its cast includes Don
Cheadle, Cecily Tyson, and Mekhi Phifer.
The story is set in rural Louisiana, 1948.
Amazon's plot summary:
On a bright sunny day in 1948, Jefferson
(Mekhi Phifer) sets off down the road to go
catch some fish; by the end of the movie's
opening sequence, he is the one who's been
caught, and wrongly accused of the murder of
a white shopkeeper. Racial inequality, at the
time, is so pervasive in Louisiana that the
white defense lawyer's argument at
Jefferson's trial is that his client is not worthy
of conviction: "You might just as soon put a
hog in the 'lectric chair as this," he declares.
Outraged by this statement, Jefferson's
godmother (Irma P. Hall) does not want her
godson to die as a hog. To this end she
enlists the reluctant aid of the black
community's teacher, Grant Wiggins (Don
Cheadle), to teach him to "be a man." As
Grant and Jefferson get to know each other
(and the viewer gets to know them both), it's
not clear which of them needs the lesson
more.

This film will be shown Sunday, January 26, at
First Presbyterian Church, starting at 6 p.m.
Running time is 105 minutes.
Beth Bachtold, a faculty member at Parkland
Community College and member of First Pres,
will moderate. Beth uses the novel in her class,
and she's a popular and skilled teacher of adult
courses at First Pres.
As usual, lots of great refreshments will be on
the table.

Community Fund raiser
For Decatur Family Sanctuary
Flyers are in Gathering Room.
January 14th and 16th, Ruby Tuesday will
give back 20% of your purchase to them.

Sanctuary Concert Series

Central Christian Church, 7:30 p.m.
Sunday, January 19

Millikin’s Collegiate Chorale is an upper class
select performing ensemble tackling music
from classical repertoire as well as newly
composed pieces. Guy Forbes is the Director.

ALL PECANS ARE SOLD!
Thank you,
Members and Friends!

2014 Point in Time
Survey
The Point in Time Study will be conducted on
January 23, from 12:01 a.m. to 11:59 p.m. This study
is conducted every year to determine the area
homeless individuals and families in Macon County.
This is required by HUD to assist the community
with housing resources.
Dove is seeking volunteers to assist with this 24 hour
project. The survey is quick and user friendly and is
administered at various locations. Volunteers usually
sign up for a 2-hour shift. The survey is easy to use,
and training is available.
This study initiates from the Homeless Council
Continuum of Care. The Point in Time results are
utilized by members of the Homeless Council in
reporting need, applying for grants and developing
programs to meet the needs of Macon County
citizens.

CHURCH STREET KIDS
Free Wednesday Music
Beginning: January 15,
2014
Children ~ Grades K–6
Time: 4:00–5:15 p.m.
Musical group activities including:
Singing, Recorder, Bells and Drums
To Register: Call Rose Marie Thompson
(423-2470)

First Presbyterian Church
Prayer Chain
To request prayer for someone, call any one
person on the prayer chain. Contact Lori Jensen or
Yvonne Lewis for further questions or information.
An alternative to making a phone call is to send an
email to the church at fpdec@comcast.net and/or
lori.jensen1@comcast.net.
Your prayer chain people who pray for you are
compassionate and caring. We do have a request
for those who call in petitions for prayers: Please
update Yvonne Lewis or Lori Jensen following your
initial request within two weeks, so we can all pray
specifically and intelligently.
Joan Brown
877-0880
Gayle Bruckner
877-4116
Beth Coit
433-9055
Carol Ferry
422-0964
Jean Gift
428-1698
Lori Jensen
429-3400
Yvonne Lewis
423-8727
Susan Marshall
422-0824
Bob and Sue Muschal
519-2814
Verlyn Rosenberger
877-4789
Harriet Sadowski
428-5607
Jane Spires
428-8502
Jeanette Swartz
422-3304
Joan Winick
428-5437

