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   September 8, 2013 8:00 a.m. Worship Service – Chapel 
   16th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 9:00 a.m. Christian Education Hour  
     9:15 a.m. NewSong Worship Service – Chapel 

 10:30 a.m. Worship Service – Sanctuary 
 10:30 a.m. Chapel Class 
 

First Presbyterian Vision and Mission Statements 
VISION: As faithful followers of Jesus Christ, we seek to be an open, caring, compassionate congregation,  

    and to bring about positive changes in our community and world. 
MISSION:  We celebrate, explore, and demonstrate our Christian faith in loving service. 
STRATEGIC PRIORITIES:  1) Continue to be an active community-oriented congregation; 2) Develop a passion for  
                                                  discipleship and advocacy; 3) Celebrate unity of purpose with diversity in action.
 

 

Sunday, September 8 
 
BLESSING 
 OF THE 

BACKPACKS 
 

 
STUDENTS (children, youth and adults), please 
bring your backpacks on Sunday to help us celebrate 
the school season and to fill it with a few surprises.   
 

 

EXCHANGE DINNERS  now  
EXCHANGE TAPAS HOURS 

New. Improved? Less is 
More? 
This year the dinners are 
morphing into tapas 
hours.  In order for you to 
meet more people and 

have less work to accomplish it, the exchange 
dinner format is changing to include a host family 
who will provide beverages (coffee, tea, soft 
drinks, beer, wine, etc) and 6 to 10 guests who 
will bring hors d’oeuvres (or maybe salads- host’s 
choice) to fill out the menu. 
 
This way hosts don’t have to cook or organize a 
complete dinner with different folks bringing 
different dishes.  The host does NOT cook--only 
the guests cook or provide crudités, etc.  The host 
could or would not provide a game to include all.  
The purpose of these gatherings is to better know 
people from church and enjoy their company.  If 
you don’t have a dining room big enough to 
accommodate 8+ people, it doesn’t matter.  You 
probably have 8 sitting places somewhere. 
 
Try it. You might like it.  Sign up to be a host once 
this season, and a guest once a month when you 
aren’t a host.  Sign-up board will be in the 
Gathering room this weekend and in future. 

 

Music Department Picnic 
 

The First Presbyterian Music 
Department Picnic for sanctuary 
choir and adult bell choir 
members, their families, and 
anybody who has sung with us or 
plans to sing or play with us, will 
be held on Sunday, September 8, 

2013, at Paul & Verlyn Rosenberger’s home, 356 
Holiday Drive (just north of Brettwood Village).  Please 
gather between 12:30-1:00 p.m. and we’ll begin eating 
at 1:00.  Bring a dish to share, table service and a few 
lawn chairs.  Fried chicken and drinks will be 
furnished.  Bring the whole family.  In case of rain, the 
picnic will be held in the church dining room at 
1:00.  Because deacons meet there at 11:45, please 
wait to go there until they adjourn. 
 
 
JUST FLICKS goes to the CABARET     
6 PM, Sunday, September 8 
Central Christian Church 
 

We kick off the season with Cabaret, the classic 
1972 film starring Liza Minnelli. Set in pre-war 
Germany, it has everything you could want -- 
decadence, seduction, and a society headed for 
disaster. Directed by Bob Fosse, it won eight 
Oscars. Minnelli's portrayal of Sally Bowles is one of 
the film's highlights.  
 
Rotten Tomatoes gives it a staggering 97% rating 
and says this: "Fosse uses the decadent and vulgar 
cabaret as a mirror image of German society sliding 
toward the Nazis, and this intertwining of 
entertainment with social history marked a new step 
forward for the movie musical." 
 
Our resident expert in musicals, Jim 
Montgomery, will lead the discussion.  It will be a 
lively evening with free refreshments, courtesy of 
the Peace & Justice Task Force of Central Christian 
Church!                            Fred Spannaus 
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OUR CHURCH FAMILY 
PRAYER CONCERNS:   
  John Logan is in Decatur Memorial Hospital, room 
5168. 
  James Nevitt is in Decatur Memorial Hospital, room 
4133. 
 

 

VERY GOOD   
 
September 8, SUNDAY GREETERS 
Before Service  
#1 Steve Campbell #4 Pam Neeley 
#2 Lee and Margi Bennett #5 Chuck Boes 
#3 John and Jane Oaster 
 
Media Techs Food & Fellowship 
Brenda Aymer Volunteer 
 
Sunday’s Nursery Schedule – September 8   
8:45-10:15am– Jan and Craig Mandernach 
10:15-11:45am– Kathi Eades and Connie May 

2 Volunteers are required in the nursery before 
Sunday, or NO NURSERY IS AVAILABLE 

 
 

Parking Lot Office Door Sticks 
Look Behind you after opening or 

closing the doors. Sometimes glass 
door does not shut completely. 

THANK YOU! 
 

WOMEN’S NIGHT OUT WILL BE A TREAT 
On September 26, 
Women's Night Out will 
be going to the Richland 
Community College 
Culinary Dinner.  A three-
course dinner will be 
served for $15 per 
person.  The details of the 
meal are not available 

until about a week before the dinner; however, 
reservations with advance payment are required and 
should be made as soon as possible.  The meal 
begins at 6pm but it is recommended you arrive 
between 5:30-5:45pm.  Enter through the Shilling 
Auditorium where there is a waiting area.  To make 
reservations by phone using your credit card, call 
(217) 875-7211, ext. 740 and be sure to mention First 
Presbyterian Church so that you will be seated with 
them.  If you have any questions, call Betty Q. Smith 
at 875-3644. 

 
Decatur Park District’s 
Perennial Flower Sale 
September 13th and 14 th 

9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Schaub Floral Display Center 

Sportsman's Park 
3415 E. Lost Bridge Rd. 

Decatur, IL 62521 

 
RALLY DAY SEPT. 8 

Official Fall Start 
 

ADULT CHURCH SCHOOL HOUR 
 

 9:00 Present Word – Unit I, FIRST DAYS, focuses on 
discussion of “God’s Image: Male and Female”. 
Scripture reading is Genesis 2:18-25. Ray Landon leads 
the class in the pastor’s office.  
 9:00 Everyday Issues – René Corcoran continues 
covering “Searching for Paul”, narrated by the late Peter 
Jennings of ABC.  
 9:00 Youth Class – Junior- and senior-high class is led 
by Chris Lawton. 
10:30 Chapel Class – Chapel Class discusses the 
scriptures used in that morning’s service and what each 
person thinks about how it applies 

 
CHILDREN BEGIN SUNDAY SCHOOL  

 
Bible Verse – “Speak, Lord.  Your servant is listening.”  
1 Samuel 13:9 
 
Leap of Faith:  I am called to be a servant of God. 
 
Lessons: September 8th: Deborah/Hannah 
                                 15th:God Calls Samuel 
                                 22nd:Samuel the Judge 
                                 29th:Choosing a King 
 
We will begin again with children’s Sunday school on 
September 8th – Rally Day!  We hope that as many children 
as possible will join us that day.  Also, make sure to bring 
your backpacks with you as there will be a Blessing of the 
Backpacks in each of the three services.  What a great way 
to start off the school year!! 
 
Please consider times this fall that you can be a part of the 
volunteers for the nursery. 
 
Marsha DeVore will be teaching Sunday School in 
September.  If you are interested in taking a Sunday to 
help out, please let her know. 
 
We are looking forward to seeing you for Sunday School in 
September! 
 
Thanks! 
The Children’s Ministry Team 

 
 

ADULT  HOME STUDIES 
 

Please check out one of 
our many church library 
books/videos for home 
study or viewing this fall.  
Adult Ministry selected 
some favorites and placed 
them on a Gathering 
Room shelf.  We hope 
you’ll find a class to further 

your Christian Education this fall.  Whether you 
attend classes or not, here’s an opportunity to learn 
something new using materials others have enjoyed.  
LOOK them over and check out something to take 
home. Don’t forget to write the date, your name and 
material borrowed on the sign out sheet.                             
                                               
                                            Adult Ministry Team 

 

 

E-mail articles to:  
amcelder@comcast.net 



 

CHURCH DIRECTORY  
SCHEDULING AND PHONE CALLS  

 
Photo sessions are   

Wednesday, September 25 through 
Saturday, September 28, 2013 

 
Hoping to get a complete First Pres. church family 
directory, the Evangelism team requests that you 
schedule a photo session on our website 
www.firstpresdecatur.org OR sign up this Sunday— 
your last chance. The dates are filling fast. Thanks 
for listening to the Lifetouch automated phone calls 
which will remind us of our appointments mid-
September.  It’s the first time the committee has 
donated their time preparing for and hosting the 
photo sessions without personally making hundreds 
of phone calls!  Remember to pick up your $5-off 
coupon bag with photo information this Sunday. 
 

 

BACKPACK FOOD  NEEDED 
 

 
 
 

STRETCH YOUR WAY TO BETTER 
HEALTH 
 
No matter your age, stretching has many benefits for 
you.  We all know how good it is to stretch after 
being in one position for a long time.  A regular 
stretching program can help lengthen your muscles 
and make daily living activities easier.  Here are 
some of the benefits: 

1. Increases circulation which helps to supply 
nutrients to muscles and cartilage 

2. Increases flexibility.  As we age our muscles 
gradually become shorter which can lead to a 
higher risk for injuries. 

3. Increases range of motion which helps with 
balance 

4. Reduces stress as tense muscles relax.  
Increase energy may also result 

5. Strengthens low back muscles and reduces 
low back pain 

 
Stretching should be part of your daily routine.  
Simple stretches can be done while you are 
watching TV, on the computer or getting ready for 
bed.  Let me know if you would like help in designing 
your own stretching program. 
 
There is no stretching the truth about this – 
stretching is good for you. 
 
Phyllis, Parish Nurse 

 
CONFIRMATION CLASS IS BACK 
 

Kate Pyle, the Stated Supply Preacher 
at Argenta Presbyterian Church, is 
teaming up with Rev. Montgomery to 
lead a Confirmation-Commissioning 
class beginning Sunday evening, 

September 22. This 8-week Sunday class will 
start at 5:30 and end by 7:30 p.m. 
 
All young people in the 8th grade or high school 
are encouraged to take part. If the student wishes 
to join First Presbyterian at the end of the class, 
they will be received by the Session of the church. 
 
Let Christl in the church office or Jim know if you 
or your student would like to attend – 429-4195 or 
e-mail fpdec@comcast.net. 
 
 
Prayer Shawl Ministry  
 
Everyone’s invited to join the prayer shawl 

ministry on Wednesday, 
Sept. 11th and 25th at 10:00 
a.m. in the chapel to meet 
and discuss who received 
shawls this summer and who 
might still need one.  Don’t 

worry if you don't have any knitting /crocheting 
project going right now. We’ll look at our current 
supply, talk about granny squares, Christmas 
scarves /mittens and share our summer 
experiences. Hopefully, we will even have a 
couple new faces join us this fall.  Please drop by 
and see if this ministry is for you!  Questions?  
Contact Cathy 521-7131. 
 
 
 
LONGWOOD GARDENS 

 
On Thursday, 

September 19, I plan 
to show a DVD 
entitled, “Longwood 
Gardens – The First 
100 Years.”  These 
spectacular gardens 

in Kennert, Pennsylvania, were originally owned 
by Pierre S. DuPont.  They have become one of 
the world’s great horticultural showpieces.  The 
DVD is an hour long so again we’ll gather at 
10:30 and start our meeting promptly at 10:45 in 
the chapel. 

 
Our caterer, Roni Beasley, will bring us 

cold-cut sandwiches, baked beans, chips, and 
cookies.  Caroline Williams will present another 
devotional reading following the video.  Persons 
of all ages are always welcome to join in the fun, 
starting with conversation at 10:30 a.m.  If you 
aren’t on our regular calling list, please call the 
church office before Tuesday noon, September 
17, to reserve a $6 lunch.   

  
Paul Rosenberger  
 



 
 
 
 
 

    September 
PREACHING SCHEDULE 

 
September 8 

Christian Education Week 
Rally Day and 

“Bless the Backpacks” Sunday 
Rev. Jim Montgomery, preaching 
8:00 lay leader – Jerry Redford 
10:30 lay leader – Bob Muschal 

 
September 15 

Theological Education Sunday 
Cyndy Ash, preaching 

 
September 22 

18th Sunday after Pentecost 
Rev. Jim Montgomery, preaching 

 
September 29 

One Service at 10:00 a.m. 
Called Congregation Meeting 

Cyndy Ash, preaching 
 

Flowers 
The flowers this Sunday are given in 
loving memory of Robert D. Grohne, 

given by his wife, Martha,  
children and grandchildren. 

 
September Ushers 

Jon Scharfenberg and Bob Dunn,  
Co-captains 

Pierce Bruckner 
Diane and Bob Dunn 

Bruce Mason 
Bob Muschal (sub) 

Carol and Jon Scharfenberg 
Peter and Patti Smith-Phillips 

 
 

Men’s Bible Study 
The 7 a.m. every 
Thursday morning 
Bible study meets July 

11 in the Gathering Room to 
pursue the Word. The coffee will 
be hot and the donuts or 
coffeecake will be tasty.  

 
 
 

“Wellsprings of 
Life”  
NO EXERCISE until 
fall! 

 
 
 

1ST PRES STRING BAND 
PRACTICE  
Every Wednesday at 
5:00PM – All levels 

welcome.  
Listeners Welcome! If you don't 
play an instrument, you're 
welcome to have a seat in the 
dining room and just listen. We're 
just there to have fun - 521-1314!  

Pastor’s Perspective . . . on 
Declaring War 
 
“Obama will seek authorization from 
Congress before any military action 
against Syria.”  That was the headline 
of a story I saw on the internet            
(worldnewsnbcnews.com).  
 

Last Saturday President Obama said he will seek authorization from 
Congress before launching any military action against the Syrian regime 
for allegedly using chemical weapons in a mass killing that claimed the 
lives of more than 1,400 people.   
 
This is the proper way to do it. I would vote against it if it were me, but 
I’m glad he isn’t acting without the consent of our national legislature 
(even though I think the lower chamber currently resembles a lunatic 
asylum).  They are still the appropriate elected body under the 
Constitution. 
 
On Monday I received an email with what was a perplexing issue.  The 
writer reminded me that my own charge at the end of worship often 
includes, “Return no one evil for evil…But had we not acted, the killing 
of the Jews and others in WWII would have been much worse…Now 
Syria has used poison gas on many folks and evidently more than once.” 
 
Then she asks, “What is our moral responsibility?  “Do we return evil 
for evil, even though we are admonished not to do that?”  The email’s 
author is exactly right when she wrote what a perplexing issue it is.  One 
newsletter article won’t do justice in a response to her.  Nevertheless, let 
me get us started. 
 
Any talk of the justice and ethics of war must begin with just war 
theories, what it is and what it is not.  Just War Theory is a doctrine of 
military ethics. It’s been studied by theologians and ethicists as well as 
international policy makers.  The crux of the theory is that a violent 
conflict “ought to meet philosophical, religious or political criteria.” 
Just War Theory has two sets of criteria, the first has to do with the right 
to go to war, and the second establishing “right conduct” within war. 
 
A strong case can be made for military retaliation for wrongs the Syrian 
leaders have bestowed on their people.  One view of “just cause” was 
expressed in 1993 when the US Catholic Conference said:  “Force may 
be used only to correct a grave, public evil, i.e., aggression or massive 
violation of the basic human rights of whole populations.”   
 
Still, war is always to be a last resort, and force is used only after all 
peaceful and viable alternatives have been seriously tried.  This criterion 
of a “just war” requires believers to look for alternative means of 
conflict.  I personally believe that alternative and peaceful means to 
resolve conflicts can never be exhausted.  I personally do not believe 
that any war is “the right response.”  I will always believe there are more 
possibilities.   
 
Think with me about the difference between militarism, the belief that 
war is not inherently bad, but can be a beneficial aspect of society, and 
pacifism, the belief that war of any kind is morally unacceptable and/or 
pragmatically not worth the cost.  Pacifists extend humanitarian concern 
to enemy civilians, but also to combatants.  
 
Those are my thoughts.  What are yours? 
 
Prayerfully, 
 
Jim 
 

Deacons Meeting 
SUNDAY, September 8 

11:45 A.M., Dining Room


